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The 6 June D-Day invasion of the beaches of Normandy the previous summer was a success, but 
there was s�ll a long slog ahead in 1945 to drive the Germans from France and the Benelux 
countries. As the winter turned into 1945, the Germans launched a last-ditch offensive at the 
Batle of the Bulge, figh�ng across Luxembourg, eastern Belgium, and northern France. 

In early April, U.S. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt died a�er serving more than 12 years in 
office. He had led the country out of the Great Depression, and now this World War was 
ending. 

In mid-April, war correspondent Ernie Pyle was killed on a small island near Okinawa in the 
Pacific.  His column, printed in the Democrat, was a significant part of the war news for folks in 
Pulaski County. 

In late April, Adolf Hitler commited suicide, and Germany surrendered soon therea�er.  Europe 
was finally at peace with the surrender of Germany on 8 May 1945 (V-E Day). Japan fought on 
relentlessly un�l the US dropped two atomic bombs on the Japanese mainland in August. The 
world was finally at peace when the Japanese surrendered on 2 September 1945 (V-J Day). The 
following month, the United Na�ons was established. 

Back home, the muni�ons factory near LaPorte County closed in August 1945. Life did not 
return to normal immediately.  Shortages of some items, such as sugar, cheese, and buter, 
con�nued for a while a�er the war ended. Most importantly, Our Boys began to come home. 

 

In that last year of the war, fi�y-two more of Our Boys died. Here are some of their stories.  

Jay was two years older than his brother, Jack, both of whom were born in or near Winamac. 
Jay, a Marine, was killed in ac�on in 1943. 

Jack had worked at Kocher’s Meat Market in Winamac before he entered in May 1944. His 
boss, A. E. Kocher, closed his business that same month. Not only had he lost Jack, but his sons, 
Harry and Arthur, had also entered before Jack. A naval pety officer, Harry was killed in the 
European Theater in 1944. Jack died on 29 January 1945, at the end of the Batle of the Bulge in 
Luxembourg. 

Butch was among the first to land and die on Iwo Jima. Maurice McFadden’s best friend, A. J. 
“Tex” Stanton, talked about his death. They were on a “mop up” campaign on Iwo Jima when a 
mortar struck, killing Maurice and blowing Tex’s feet off. 

Amanda of Winamac lost two great-nephews.  In 1945, West Point graduate Allen was declared 
dead a�er missing for almost a year in Burma. Later that year, his older brother, Jack, was killed 
in Europe.  Their parents were now childless. 

In the same unit, Winamac buddies George and Henry were killed four days apart on Corregidor 
Island in Manila Bay. Henry’s mother had now lost a son in each world war. A month a�er 
George and Henry died, Jack became the third and last fatality in the group of six Pulaski County 
men in the 151st Infantry unit of the 38th Division. There would have been many more deaths, 
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par�cularly if the Allies had invaded Japan as planned. But the war ended in the late summer, 
and thankfully, the death rate dropped precipitously. 

A profile of each fallen serviceman is in the following sec�on, “The Dead”. 

 

Also lost that year, Brownie, a local dog volunteered for the war effort, was killed in ac�on. 
Three other canine volunteers from Pulaski County were discharged at war's end. 

Andrew earned his Dis�nguished Service Cross, the second-highest award for valor. 

"Snooky" earned his Soldier’s Medal, the highest non-combat medal, when he and his three-
person unit “… with complete disregard for their personal safety, they heroically saved from 
loss valuable and irreplaceable equipment which was in danger of being destroyed as a result of 
a gasoline fire.” 

Wint earned his Silver Star when he "crawled through devasta�ng barrages and saved the lives 
of his comrades.". 

The awards of at least 12 Presiden�al Unit Cita�ons, 63 Bronze Stars, and 9 Silver Stars were 
men�oned in 1945 newspaper items, although some may have been awarded in prior years.  
Here are some of their stories.  Albin earned his Bronze Star and a field commission a�er he 
used his assault gun to drive the enemy from a bridge they were preparing for demoli�on.  On a 
later occasion, he and another officer captured 123 with only one shot fired.   

Allen earned his Bronze Star by advancing his observa�on post unit across the heavily defended 
river while under intense enemy fire to direct friendly ar�llery to silence enemy fire on moving 
troops.   

Barney earned a Bronze Star when, as an ar�llery observer, he stood up, exposing himself to 
machine gun and rifle fire, to rally troops to take their objec�ve.   

Bill earned his Bronze Star when “in disregard of his own life, [he] rushed into an ammuni�on 
dump which had been set afire by the Japs, and backed out his truck, saving vital equipment.”.   

Clifford earned his Bronze Star when he moved a heavy machine gun into posi�on to repulse an 
atack.  

Edmond earned his Bronze Star when, along the Siegfried Line, he “courageously dismounted 
from his tank destroyer and went forward on foot, despite enemy machine gun and ar�llery 
fire.  Loca�ng two enemy tanks, he returned to his vehicle and destroyed both.".   

Previously twice wounded, Lloyd was awarded the Bronze Star when he "operated the guns of 
an immobilized tank with great success during a German atack.".   

Under an extremely heavy ar�llery and small arms enemy barrage, another of Our Boys named 
Lloyd earned a Bronze Star by administering first aid to two wounded and returning them to the 
medics.   
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When a kamikaze pilot hit his ship, although wounded, Jack, a radio operator, earned a Bronze 
Medal for assis�ng in the evacua�on of other wounded from the ship's smoke-filled interior 
and direc�ng fire-fighters to reach other wounded men. 

In 1945, there were at least 33 mee�ngs statewide or abroad.  Most were two or three, but one 
had six of Our Boys.  A few were on the high seas. The rest were split between Europe and the 
South Pacific, including many in the Philippines.  Most were brothers, cousins, classmates, or 
brothers-in-law.  The rest were friends and other Pulaski County residents.  Most were planned, 
including travels of one and three hundred miles to visit a brother in Europe.  Two brothers met 
three �mes when sta�oned thirty miles apart.  There were some accidental mee�ngs when 
assigned to the same ship.  Doc and Joe found themselves si�ng side by side at a Bob Hope 
USO show.  Stanley joined a few Logansport boys and 400 other boys from "back home" on 
Hoosier Day in the Mariana Islands. 

Our Boys had other experiences that year.  A�er a field opera�on for appendici�s, Stanley was 
carried by stretcher 60 miles over five days by Chinese coolies, during an assignment behind 
Japanese lines.  Charles was on a 50-caliber "ack ack" crew defending the airstrip at Sinth, 
Burma, and ge�ng his first taste of combat in a night atack, thereby winning faint praise from 
Tokyo Rose.  With the war ending, Litle Joe, who had emigrated with his brother in 1927, was 
able to visit his parents and two sisters in Essen, Germany, and found them in good health and 
their home unharmed by the war. 

The details of these stories and others are in the following sec�on, “War Stories”. 

 

There was more war news besides Our Boys in the paper. 

Early in the year, there was a short-lived coal shortage, with worldwide prices rising as coal 
produc�on in Germany declined. 

The only deaths on US soil occurred when a Japanese firebomb landed in an Oregon forest and 
was detonated by picnickers.  Five children and one adult died. 

At least 24 of Our Boys were freed as German prisoners of war.  Only two were iden�fied as 
Japanese prisoners of war, and they died in custody. 

The death camps came to light in ar�cles in the Logansport dailies. 

And a�er VJ Day, Kingsbury Ordnance Plant closed.  During the war years, it had 20,000 workers 
producing half-a billion shells and fuses. 

At the end of 1945, the published Honor Roll numbered 64.  These men lived in Pulaski County 
at the �me of their interment or were very strongly connected to it by blood or marriage. 

The details of these stories are in this chapter’s sec�on, Community Climate. 
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This is a summary of the news in print available to most residents of Pulaski County in 1945.  
The primary news sources were two compe�ng local weeklies that focused solely on local news, 
except for government news related to farming.  A nearby daily newspaper provided state, 
na�onal, and interna�onal news, including progress in the war.  There was no internet, no 
television, and minimal news on the radio and in movie theatres. 

About two-thirds of the headlines were war news, evenly split between Europe and the South 
Pacific.  A�er the war ended, less than a tenth of the primary news was about postwar issues, 
including Japanese poli�cs and the atom bomb, and less than a fi�h of the news was about 
labor problems, i.e., strikes and threats of strikes. 

 

Interna�onal News 

Victory in Europe (VE Day) [8 May 1945]. 

Victory over Japan (VJ Day) [2 September 1945]. 

 

Na�onal News 

Beloved columnist Ernie Pyle was killed in the Pacific war zone a�er surviving the European war 
zone. 

FDR died [12 April 1945]. 

The dra� was suspended for older men. 

 

State News 

 

The Indiana Department of Veterans Affairs was established. 

The Kingsbury Ordnance Works closed. 

There were only about 600 one-teacher schools, which were down from 4,500 in 1920. 

Indiana soybean produc�on grew to more than 25M bushels from nearly 14M bushels in 1940. 

Tractors numbered over 105,000, up from about 73,000 in 1940.  The state was finally star�ng to 
recover from the shortages of essen�al farm equipment. 

 

Local News 

Markets 

The agricultural market was about the same as last year. 
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Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 26 Jul 1945: 8. 

 

 
Winamac.(IN).Republican 26 Jul 1945: 8. 
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Coal Shortage 

Due to con�nued public use of higher-grade coal, coal supplies dropped early in 1945.  The 
decline in coal produc�on in Germany drove worldwide demand for coal from other sources.  
Fortunately, the shortage was short-lived. 

 

 
Winamac.(IN).Republican 1 Feb 1945: 1&8. 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 1 Feb 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 8 Feb 1945: 1. 

 

 
Winamac.(IN).Republican 8 Feb 1945: 1. 
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War Bonds 

Every few months an appeal to buy more US War Bonds appeared, including a�er the war’s 
end, when they were called, “Victory Bonds”. 

 

 
Logansport.(IN).Pharos‗Tribune 24 Feb 1945: 3. 
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Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 15 Mar 1945: 5. 
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Winamac.(IN).Republican 28 Jun 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 29 Nov 1945: 2. 
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Stateside Threats 

In the last year of the war, the Japanese launched high-al�tude balloons carrying firebombs.  
Designed to cause forest fires as they dri�ed across the west coast of the US and Canada.  The 
only war fatali�es on US soil occurred when five children and one adult were killed in Oregon 
during a Sunday school picnic while tugging on a downed balloon. 

 

 
(Klamath.Falls.OR).Herald.and.News 7 May 1945: 1&6. 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 14 Jun 1945: 1. 
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Bataan Death March 

A�er the Bataan peninsula fell to the Japanese in April 1942, 75,000 American and Filipino 
prisoners of war were forced-marched 60 miles in one week without food or water.  Between 
5,000 and 18,000 Filipinos and 500 to 650 Americans died from either exhaus�on or murder by 
guards.  Two of Our Boys, Clarence and John,  were on that 1942 March, which no one back 
home knew about it un�l 1945. 

 

 
Logansport.(IN).Pharos‗Tribune 9 Apr 1942: 1&2. 
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The March of Death (NAIL Control Number NWDNS-127-N-
114541) - nara.gov 9 Apr 1942. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 22 Feb 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 14 Jun 1945: 1. 

https://nara.gov/?fbclid=IwAR1M5iUVhPFcfm69kPDeFbXabLwYO6pWjIlDWRVKtVvomMGyxRD4OOTM8KA
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Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 29 Nov 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 26 Jul 1945: 1. 
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Winamac.(IN).Republican 26 Jul 1945: 1. 
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Prisoners of War 

At least 24 of Our Boys were German prisoners of war.  Only two were iden�fied as Japanese 
prisoners of war, both on the Bataan Death March.  John died during the March.  Clarence died 
of disease in 1944, although by newspaper account, he was assumed to have died by 
“friendly fire” while aboard an unmarked Japanese prison ship. 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 25 Jan 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 12 Apr 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 19 Apr 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 24 May 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 31 May 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 7 Jun 1945: 1. 
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Death of FDR 

As far as the Greatest Genera�on thought, FDR had been President “forever”.  His death came 
as an unexpected blow, but the country “soldiered on”.  There was no acknowledgement in the 
Republican. 
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USS Winamac 

Winamac shared an indigenous namesake with the USS Winamac. 

 

 
USS Winamac (YTB-394) (Collection of the U.S. Naval Institute) - photos.usni.org/content/443126jpg 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 May 1945: 1. 
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V-E Day and V-J Day! 

While the distant daily newspapers had headlines and special edi�ons about the end of war in 
Europe and with Japan, the local Democrat and Republican were more restrained. 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 10 May 1945: 1. 

 

 
Winamac.(IN).Republican 10 May 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 16 Aug 1945: 1. 

 

 
Winamac.(IN).Republican 16 Aug 1945: 1. 
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VFW 

Even before victory over Japan was won, the Veterans of Foreign Wars was being organized in 
Pulaski County, and a building was leased. 

 

 
Winamac.(IN).Republican 17 May 1945: 1. 

 

 
Winamac.(IN).Republican 21 Jun 1945: 5. 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 4 Oct 1945: 8. 

 

 
Winamac.(IN).Republican 13 Dec 1945: 5. 
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Recycling 

Even with Victory won, fats were s�ll needed for industry.  The reward for recycling fats rose to 
4 “red points”, which could be used as meat was s�ll ra�oned un�l November 1945. 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 11 Oct 1945: 5. 
Winamac.(IN).Republican 11 Oct 1945: 6. 
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Death Camps 

Although the Logansport Pharos-Tribune carried almost  20 ar�cles and photographs about the 
death camps discovered, the atroci�es were only men�oned in one soldier’s leter in local 
weeklies. 

 

 
Logansport.(IN).Pharos‗Tribune 8 Mar 1945: 8. 

 

 
Logansport.(IN).Pharos‗Tribune 12 Apr 1945: 1. 
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Winamac.(IN).Republican 26 Apr 1945: 1&8. 
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Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 17 May 1945: 1&6. 
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Tokyo Rose, et al. 

The jig was up for Tokio Tillie, Lord Haw Haw, Berlin Ger�e, and Tokyo Rose. 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 1 Jun 1944: 7. 

 

 
Logansport.(IN).Pharos‗Tribune 29 May 1945: 1 

 

 
Logansport.(IN).Pharos‗Tribune 23 May 1945: 8. 

 

 
Logansport.(IN).Pharos‗Tribune 3 Jul 1945: 10. 
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“Ruptured Duck” 

Back in civilian clothes, veterans can be iden�fied with a “ruptured duck” label pin.  A “point 
system” was established to control the sequence of discharge a�er service.  Recently-
discharged lawyer Lester served as the Pulaski County Service Officer, guiding veterans through 
their op�ons.   Also helping with the adjustment to civilian life were local churches, as did the 
American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

 

 
Discharge Lapel Pin (AKA “Ruptured Duck”) 
(medalofamerica.com). 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 15 Mar 1945: 2. 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 22 Mar 1945: 4. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Mar 1945: 5. 

 

 
Logansport.(IN).Pharos‗Tribune 10 May 1945: 1. 

 

 
Winamac.(IN).Republican 10 May 1945: 5. 

 

 
Winamac.(IN).Republican 12 Jul 1945: 5. 
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Logansport.(IN).Pharos‗Tribune 23 Aug 1945: 4. 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 15 Nov 1945: 1. 
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Kingsbury Ordnance Plant 

A�er V-J Day, the Kingsbury Ordnance Plant became a storage facility.  During the last years of 
the war, 20,000 workers were employed, producing half-billion shells. 

 

 
Logansport.(IN).Pharos‗Tribune 31 Jan 1945: 3. 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 1 Feb 1945: 6. 

 

 
Winamac.(IN).Republican 12 Apr 1945: 5. 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 3 May 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 6 Sep 1945: 1&3. 
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Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 13 Sep 1945: 3. 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 13 Sep 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 22 Nov 1945: 1. 
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Honor Roll 

At the end of 1945, the published Honor Roll numbered 64.  These men lived in Pulaski County 
at the �me of their interment or were very strongly connected to it by blood or marriage. 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 20 Dec 1945- p4 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Nov 1945: 1. 

 

 

News for the Future 

There was other news that was not reported but would gain importance as time wore on. 

Anne Frank dies of typhus in the Bergen-Belsen concentra�on camp. 

Tokyo is firebombed, killing 100,000. 

The first atomic bomb was successfully detonated near Alamogordo, NM. 

Fire bombs, launched from Japan, are carried across the North Pacific and into the 
Northwestern US on an “atmospheric river” that will come to be known as the “JetStream”. 
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The popular music of 1945 included: 

Sen�mental Journey Les Brown with Doris Day 

Rum and Coca-Cola Andrews Sisters 

Till the End of Time Perry Como   

On the Atchison, Topeka & the Santa Fe Johnny Mercer and 

The Pied Pipers   

My Dreams Are Ge�ng Beter All the Time Les Brown with Doris 

Day 

It's Been a Long, Long Time Harry James with Kity Kallen  

I Can't Begin to Tell You Bing Crosby & Carmen Cavallaro 

There! I've Said It Again Vaughn Monroe  

Ac-cent-tchu-ate the Posi�ve Johnny Mercer 

It's Been a Long, Long Time Bing Crosby & Les Paul 

Chickery Chick Sammy Kaye and His Orchestra  

Caldonia Louis Jordan and his Tympany Five 

Candy Johnny Mercer & Jo Stafford 

The Honeydripper (Parts 1 & 2) Joe Liggins 

I'm Beginning To See The Light Harry James 

Ac-cent-tchu-ate the Posi�ve Bing Crosby & The Andrews 

Sisters 

On the Atchison, Topeka & the Santa Fe Judy Garland 

I'm Beginning to See The Light Ella Fitzgerald & The Ink Spots 

On the Atchison, Topeka & the Santa Fe Bing Crosby 

I'm Beginning to See The Light Duke Ellington 

 

The most popular movies of 1945 were: 

The Bells of St. Mary's - Bing Crosby, Ingrid Bergman 
Leave Her to Heaven - Gene Teirney, Cornel Wilde, Jeanne Crain 
Spellbound - Ingrid Bergman, Gregory Peck 
The Valley of Decision - Greer Garson, Gregory Peck 
Anchors Aweigh - Frank Sinatra, Kathryn Grayson, Gene Kelly 
Week-End at the Waldorf - Lana Turner, Walker Pidgeon, Van Johnson 
Thrill of a Romance - Van Johnson, Esther Williams 
The Lost Weekend - Ray Milland, Jane Wyman 
State Fair - Jeanne Crain, Dana Andrews, Dick Haymes, Vivian Blaine 
Na�onal Velvet - Mickey Rooney, Donald Crisp, Elizabeth Taylor 
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Ross A. Cullen 

Ross left all he owned to his momma. 

Born: 6/17/1921 
Entered: 2/1/1943? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,16080484/O-716373,1LT 
Medals: Air Medal, Dis�nguished Flying Cross, Purple Heart 
Died: 1/2/1945 

Parents: Wilmot Knowlton and Lucinda "Lucy" Agnew Cullen 

On 2 January 1945, Ross Cullen, 23, was reported missing in ac�on near Trier, Germany, as a 
navigator of a B-17 Flying Fortress bomber, which exploded a�er a mission.  Eleven months 
later, his death in ac�on was confirmed.  He served 23 months, including 8 months in the 
European war zone.  He was awarded the Air Medal and, posthumously, the Dis�nguished 
Flying Cross and Purple Heart.  He had parents in Winamac.  He was memorialized at the 
Luxembourg American Cemetery. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Mar 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Dec 1945: 1. 
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Bernard G. “Bernie” Freeman 

Bernie sent a letter to his parents a week before his disappearance. 

Born: 5/21/1921 
Entered: 2/3/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,O-764276,2LT 
Died: 1/4/1945 

Parents: Edward "Ed" D. and Rosella M. Hair Freeman 

On 4 January 1945, Bernie Freeman, 24, was reported missing in ac�on in the crash of a B-24 
Liberator bomber near the Admiralty Islands in the South Pacific.  One year later, he was 
declared dead.  He served 47 months, including 20 months in the Pacific war zone.  He spent 
most of his life in Winamac.  He was memorialized on the Walls of the Missing at the Manila 
American Cemetery in Taguig City, Philippines, and at the Winamac Cemetery. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Dec 1942: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 22 Oct 1942: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Feb 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Mar 1945: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 17 Jan 1946: 1. 
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Arno Ceral Elleman 

Arno was a replacement for one of the earliest selectees who failed the physical. 

Born: 12/21/1922 
Entered: 2/11/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35153123,PFC 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 1/5/1945 

Parents: Ordo "Ord" Joseph (Icy Bell Horner[deceased]) Elleman 

On 5 January 1945, Arno Elleman, 20, was killed in ac�on in Germany.  He was awarded the 
Purple Heart.  He lived in Winamac for a �me.  He was buried in the Henri-Chapelle American 
Cemetery in Hombourg, Belgium. 

 

 
Arno Elleman (Collection of Peter Schouten) fieldsofhonor-

database.com/index.php/en/american-war-cemetery-henri-

chapelle-e/52334-elleman-arno-c 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Feb 1941: 1. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 22 Jan 1945: 3. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Jan 1945: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 25 Jan 1945: 1. 
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Francis Junior “Jake” Elston 

Jake had eleven siblings. 

Born: 7/3/1925 
Entered: 10/1/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35895890,T5 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 1/5/1945 

Parents: Edward "Ed" Charles and Elsie Fay Strong Elston 

On 5 January 1945, Jake Elston, 19, was killed in ac�on in Belgium.  He served 15 months, 
including 4 months in the European war zone.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He was from 
Francesville.  He was buried in the Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery in Hombourg, Belgium. 

 

 
Jake Elston (Collec�on of LarryHe�nger12) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/72304243/person/36260553616/me

dia/6b3f33b0-86a1-432e-bcae-bd425d4b02d4. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 25 Jan 1945: 1. 
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Raymond Earle Hansell 

Two days a�er the minister broke the news about Raymond’s death to his wife and her family, 
he returned with news about the wounding of her brother. 

Born: 4/7/1923 
Entered: 2/12/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35092573,SGT 
Died: 1/8/1945 

Spouse: Faye Locke Hansell 
Parents: Harry Garfield and Ella Eliza Newman Hansell 

On 8 January 1945, Raymond Hansell, 21, was killed in ac�on near Strasbourg, France.  He was 
awarded the Purple Heart.  He served 23 months, including 5 months in the European war zone.  
He was a lifelong resident of Pulaski County.  He was buried in the Winamac Cemetery.  He was 
married. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Mar 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Feb 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Feb 1945: 1. 
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Charles Glen Passwater 

Charles' mother formerly lived in Winamac. 

Born: 6/21/1919 
Entered: 10/27/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,6274466,PM1c 
Died: 1/10/1945 

Parents: Thomas Jefferson and Bessie Beatrice Ale Passwater Sr. 

On 10 January 1945, Charles Passwater, 26, was declared dead while missing when his 
LCN(L)-974 was sunk in the Lingayen Gulf landing.  He served 28 months, including in the Pacific 
war zone. He was awarded the Purple Heart. His mother had formerly lived in Winamac.  He 
was memorialized on the Walls of the Missing at the Manila American Cemetery and Memorial, 
Philippines. 

 

 
Noblesville (IN) Ledger 29 Mar 1945: 1. 
Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 4 Apr 1945: 9. 

 

 
Rushville (IN) Republican 5 Apr 1945: 1. 
Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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William Busch 

William probably died in the Batle of the Bulge. 

Born: 4/20/1919 
Entered:  
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,36986447,PVT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 1/11/1945 

Parents: Henry Dewey "Dewey" and Flossie M. Holmes Busch 

On 11 January 1945, William Busch, 27, was killed in ac�on in Belgium, probably during the 
Batle of the Bulge.  He served for 2 months in the European war zone.  He had an aunt in 
Winamac.  He was married with three children. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Feb 1945: 1. 
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Earl Edwin “Ed” Rans 

Ed got into a fis�ight a few months before he le� for the service. 

Born: 7/20/1917 
Entered: 12/4/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35572476,PFC 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 1/15/1945 

Parents: Nellie Mae Smith (Emanual Edwin) Rans (Glen) Thompson 
 
On 16 January 1945, Ed Rans, 25, ini�ally reported as missing, was killed in ac�on in Germany.  
He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He served for 25 months, including 7 months in the 
European war zone.  He was a resident of Winamac for most of his life.  He was buried in the 
Reed Cemetery near Winamac. 

 

 
Earl Edwin Rans (Collec�on of Mary Rans) 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 29 Oct 1942: 5. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Feb 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Mar 1945: 1. 
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Clarence A. Kline 

Having survived the Bataan Death March, Clarence was the only case of “friendly fire” reported 
for Pulaski County.  Sadly, Clarence was predeceased by his wife and daughter some years 
before. 

Born: 1/3/1910 
Entered: 11/6/1939 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,19019157,PFC 
Medals: Prisoner of War Medal, Purple Heart 
Died: 01/22/1945 

Spouse: Dorothy Westgard Kline[deceased] 
Parents: Elmus Mar�n and Maud E. Hickman Kline 

On 22 January 1945, Clarence Kline, 35, died of head wounds and coli�s a�er the unmarked 
Japanese prisoner ship on which he was being transported was struck by the U.S. Navy in the 
Pacific.  Earlier, he was iden�fied in a Time magazine ar�cle on the Corregidor Death March.  He 
was awarded the Prisoner of War Medal and the Purple Heart.  He served 60 months, including 
48 months in the Pacific war zone.  His parents were from Winamac.  He was memorialized on 
the Walls of the Missing at the Manila American Cemetery in Taguig City, Philippines. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 22 Feb 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Jun 1945: 1. 
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Clarence Kline, Report of Death 25 Jul 1945. Na�onal Personnel Records Center 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Jul 1945: 1. 
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Clarence Kline, Batle Casualty Report 28 Jun 1948.  Na�onal Personnel Records Center 
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Vincent H. Shafer 

Vincent was a classmate of Fr. Harold Roth of Pulaski and taught with him at St. Joseph 
College, as well as his brother, Richard, who was killed in 1944. 

Born: 10/4/1915 
Entered: 7/6/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35502374,SSGT or T3 
Medals: Bronze Star, Purple Heart 
Died: 1/22/1945 

Parents: Ma�lda Perra (Clifford Henry[deceased]) Shafer 

On 23 January 1945, Vincent Shafer, 29, was killed in ac�on in Luxembourg, probably during the 
Batle of the Bulge.  He was awarded the Bronze Star and Purple Heart.  He served 8 months.  
He was known in Pulaski County.  He was buried in the Luxembourg American Cemetery in 
Luxembourg and memorialized at Calvary Cemetery in Evanston, OH. 

 

 
Vincent Shafer (Collec�on of smsmith961) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/65078023/person/36136142429/me

dia/c8a42c0d-23e9-4b12-a27a-9544cae71cf0 

 

 
Cincinnati (OH) Enquirer 18 Feb 1945: 18. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Feb 1945: 1. 

 

 
Cincinnati (OH) Enquirer 18 May 1945: 12. 
Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Earl Edward Tyler 

Although from Medaryville, there was no men�on of Earl’s death in either the Pulaski County 
(IN) Democrat or the Winamac (IN) Republican. 

Born: 10/21/1915 
Entered: 9/30/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,35895892,PFC 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 1/25/1945 

Spouse: Cora Ellen Hall Tyler 
Parents: Alvah Elmer (Ella Dorothy Beckman[deceased]) Tyler 

On 25 January 1945, Earl Tyler, 29, was killed in ac�on in the Pacific.  He was awarded the 
Purple Heart.  He served 16 months, including the Pacific war zone.  He was from Medaryville.  
He was buried in the Manila American Cemetery in Taguig City, Philippines.  He was married. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Oct 1943: 1. 

 

 
(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 28 Oct 1943: 13. 
Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 4 Nov 1943: 12. 
Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Ora “Jack” Jordan 

Like his older brother, Jay, who also perished in the war, Jack’s sister and twin, 6, wrote a 
letter to Santa on their behalf.  Jack’s enlistment caused his employer to close the 
business.  Jack may have been one of the last fatalities of the Battle of the Bulge. 

Born: 7/22/1918 
Entered: 5/7/1944 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35838079,PFC 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 1/29/1945 

Spouse: Georgia "Georgie" Bell Poor Jordan 
Parents: Thomas Jefferson and Icile Valdora "Dora" Hickman [both deceased] Jordan 

On 29 January 1945, Jack Jordan, 26, was killed in ac�on in Luxembourg, probably as the Batle 
of the Bulge was winding down.  He served 8 months, including one month in the European war 
zone.  He was awarded a Purple Heart.  He lived in Winamac for several years before his death.  
He was buried in Winamac Cemetery.  He was married with two children. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Jan 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Dec 1922: 2. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Dec 1922: 2. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Aug 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 May 1944: 1&4. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 9 Feb 1945: 3. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Feb 1945: 1. 
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Robert Lewis Plumb 

Robert was killed in action just days after his promotion to PFC. 

Born: 10/4/1915 
Entered: 4/28/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35142622,PFC 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 2/1/1945 

Spouse: Cecelia Pearl Plumb 
Parents: Gladys May Foust (Jesse Edward) Plumb 

On 1 February 1945, Robert Plumb, 29, was killed in ac�on in Italy.  He served 30 months, 
including 9 months in the European war zone.  He had rela�ves in Winamac.  He was buried in 
Idaville. He was married. 

 

 
(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 8 Feb 1945: 5. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 16 Feb 1945: 14. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Mar 1945: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 1 Mar 1945: 1. 

 

 
(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 28 Apr 1945: 10. 
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Arthur Raymond Doyle 

Three months before his death, Arthur had earned a Bronze Star. 

Born: 9/21/1915 
Entered: 12/4/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35572480,PFC 
Medals: Bronze Star, Purple Heart 
Died: 2/3/1945 

Parents: Magdalina "Maggie" Julia McGee (Francis "Frank" R.) Doyle 

On 3 February 1945, Arthur Doyle, 29, was killed in ac�on in Campholz Woods, Germany.  He 
served 27 months, including 9 months in the European war zone.  He was posthumously 
awarded the Bronze Star and the Purple Heart.  He spent most of his life in Francesville.  He was 
buried in the Roseland Cemetery in Francesville. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Jul 1943: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Mar 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Nov 1948: 1. 
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John Charles “Bud” Connelly 

Bud was killed in ac�on over Germany. 

Born: 8/26/1924 
Entered: 1/28/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35585041,SGT 
Medals: Air Medal, Purple Heart 
Died: 2/6/1945 

Parents: J.M. and Celesta D. Master Connelly 

On 6 February 1945, Bud Connelly, 20, was killed in ac�on in Germany.  He was awarded the Air 
Medal and the Purple Heart.  He had rela�ves in Monterey.  He was buried in the Cambridge 
American Cemetery in Cambridge, England. 

 

 
John Connelly (Collec�on of Chris�ne Hearn Gannon) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/153264256/person/182046588144/

media/c27b466c-745d-41c7-9b74-d21665771207 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Feb 1945: 1. 
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Damon Elwood Sanders 

Damon, killed in the Batle of the Bulge, had earned a Bronze Star. 

Born: 6/21/1920 
Entered: 5/13/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35353826,SGT 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Died: 2/8/1945 

Parents: Samuel Arlie "Arlie" and Jessie Mae Spriggs Sanders 

On 8 February 1945, Damon Sanders, 24, was killed in ac�on in Germany.  He served for 33 
months, including 11 months in the European war zone.  He was awarded the Bronze Star.  He 
lived most of his life in Medaryville.  He was buried in the Independence Cemetery in Baileys 
Corner. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Mar 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Mar 1945: 1. 
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Clifford George “Tip” Baker 

Tip’s remains were buried together with two of his crewmates in St. Louis, MO, equidistant 
from each of the three families. 

Born: 2/25/1910 
Entered: 4/19/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35142166,SGT 
Medals: Air Medal, Purple Heart 
Died: 2/21/1945 

Spouse: Mary Straw Baker 
Parents: George Henry and Ida Emma Conner Baker 

On 21 February 1945, Tip Baker, 35, was reported missing in ac�on when the A26 Invader 
bomber on which he was a gunner was shot down near Buende, Germany.  Nine months later, 
he was reported dead, and almost four years later, his body was recovered.  He was awarded 
the Air Medal and the Purple Heart.  He served 22 months, including 6 months in the European 
war zone.  He was a lifelong resident of Pulaski County.  He was buried in Jefferson Barracks 
Na�onal Cemetery,  St. Louis, MO.  He was married. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Apr 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Mar 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Apr 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 May 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 20 Sep 1945: 2. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 31 Jan 1946: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Feb 1946: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Dec 1949: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 May 1950: 1. 
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Melvin Leroy “Butch” Welsh 

Butch was among the first to land on Iwo Jima. 

Born: 8/28/1921 
Entered: 4/30/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USMCR,307937,SGT 
Died: 2/21/1945 

Spouse: May Girton Welch 
Parents: Palmer Henrichs and Jennifer "Jennie" R Pease Welch 

On 21 February 1945, Butch Welch, 24, was killed in ac�on on Iwo Jima.  He served for about 48  
months, including over 16 months in the Pacific war zone.  He had worked in Pulaski County for 
three years, and his wife lives in Winamac.  He is buried in the Na�onal Memorial Cemetery of 
the Pacific in Honolulu, HI.  He was married. 

 

 
Melvin Welsh 11 Apr 1941. - vetrcs.nprc.archives.gov. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Jun 1943: 1. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 16 Mar 1945: 3. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 16 Mar 1945: 2. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Mar 1945: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 22 Mar 1945: 1. 
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Maurice Edmund McFadden 

Maurice was on a “mop up” campaign on Iwo Jima with his best friend, A.J. “Tex” Stanton, 
when a mortar killed Maurice and blew Tex’s feet off. 

Born: 11/2/1925 
Entered: 1/20/1944 
Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,939825,PVT 
Died: 2/22/1945 

Parents: L.J. and Muriel Edris O'Donnell McFadden 

On 22 February 1945, Maurice McFadden, 19, was killed in ac�on by a mortar shell on Iwo Jima.  
He served 14 months, including 6 months in the Pacific war zone.  He had rela�ves in Winamac.  
He was buried in the Yorktown Cemetery in Yorktown. 

 

 
Maurice McFadden, 28 Jan 1944. - ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/27504089/person/26063900507/me

dia/eb9ede35-0fa4-4ba9-88d3-8d0a73705424 

 

 
Maurice McFadden (Collec�on of bdulworth2) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/27504089/person/26063900507/me

dia/9eec9d54-20d2-4aa4-bc01-2c0614f9f996. 
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Muncie (IN) Evening Press 15 Mar 1945: 1. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Mar 1945: 1. 
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Robert Arnold Bach 

Robert had a degree in construc�on and es�ma�ng. 
 
Born: 11/29/1915 
Entered: 3/26/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,36013147,TSGT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 2/25/1945 

Spouse: Elizabeth Lawing Bach 
Parents: John Nicholas and Lydia V. Von Tobel Bach 

On 25 February 1945, Robert Bach, 29, ini�ally reported as missing, was killed in ac�on in 
Germany.  He served 47 months, including 5 months in the European war zone.  He was 
awarded the Purple Heart.  He had rela�ves in Francesville.  He was buried in the Netherlands 
American Cemetery in Margraten, Netherlands.  He was married with two children. 

 

 
Robert Bach (Collec�on of LaurieBitnerJasinski) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/181875615/person/372366763916/

media/589bec20-8b70-4554-96e5-8107cfdc6702 

 

 
(Streator IL) Times 29 Mar 1945: 10. Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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(Bloomington IL) Pantagraph 29 Mar 1945: 7. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Apr 1945: 2. 
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Robert Cody “Red” Norton 

While Dick was the daredevil twin who caused a commotion in 1930, after World War II, he 
installed a dedication plaque for his fallen brother, “Red, in his new movie theatre. 

Born: 5/16/1923 
Entered: 3/26/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,15359639,SGT or T3 
Medals: Bronze Star, Purple Heart 
Died: 2/25/1945 

Parents: John Edwin "Ed" and Marie Helen Bresenhan Norton 

On 25 February 1945, Red Norton, 21, was reported missing in ac�on when his boat capsized in 
the Ruhr River near Lendersdorf, Germany.  A�er one year, he was declared dead.  He was 
awarded the Bronze Star and the Purple Heart.  He served 23 months, including 9 months in the 
European war zone.  He lived in Winamac as a child.  He was buried in the Netherlands 
American Cemetery, Margraten, Netherlands. 

 

 
Robert Cody Norton (Collection of Kathy Selman) American Legion 

Honor Roll Book 

 

 
Edinburg (IN) Daily Courier 21 Mar 1945: 3. Website 

(newspapers.com). 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Mar 1946: 1. 

 
[Robert’s brother] 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 17 Jul 1930: 6. 

 

 
Portland High School Yearbook 1941. Website (ancestry.com). 
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Portland High School Yearbook 1941. Website (ancestry.com). 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Feb 1948: 6. 
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Willard Ralph Weltzin 

Willard had an aunt and an uncle in Francesville. 

Born: 6/18/1916 
Entered: 12/21/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,39460520,SGT 
Died: 3/1/1945 

Parents: Chris�na "Tina" Katherine Rohde (Henry[deceased]) Weltzin 

On 1 March 1945, Willard Weltzin, 28, was killed in ac�on in Germany.  He served 28 months, 
including the European war zone.  He had rela�ves in Francesville.  He was buried in Olney 
Cemetery in Pendleton, OR. 

 

 
Willard Weltzin (Collec�on of Douglas Rohde) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/20653410/person/18765951875/me

dia/1b9ef907-bf70-472e-8c81-7d777fae3b2d 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Apr 1945: 1. 
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Robert Clausen 

Mortally wounded while returning a radio to his company after taking it under fire to an 
observation post, Robert earned a Bronze Star. 

Born: 2/28/1919 
Entered: 5/1/1943? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,36667245,CPL 
Medals: Bronze Star, Purple Heart 
Died: 3/5/1945 

Spouse: Maxine Faye Weltzin Clausen 
Parents: Claus and Jennie Anne Andersen Clausen 

On 5 March 1945, Robert Clausen, 26, was killed in ac�on in Germany.  He served 22 months, 
including 16 months in the European war zone.  He earned the Bronze Star and Purple Heart 
posthumously.  He was from Francesville.  He was buried in the Luxembourg American 
Cemetery.  He was married with one child. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Mar 1945: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 22 Mar 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Oct 1945: 1. 
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John Mar�n “Johnny” Conn, Jr. 

Three years after his death, Johnny’s folks visited with his buddy, who was with him at his 
death. 

Born: 5/4/1924 
Entered: <4/15/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,819016,PFC 
Died: 3/6/1945 

Parents: John Howard and Goldie Pearl Kisler Conn 

On 6 March 1945, Johnny Conn, 20, was killed in ac�on on Iwo Jima Island.  He served 25 
months, including 15 months in the Pacific war zone.  He was a lifelong resident of Winamac.  
He was buried in the Na�onal Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific in Honolulu, HI. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Nov 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Mar 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 May 1948: 5. 
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Chester Evert Freel 

Chester never saw his son. 

Born: 8/13/1915 
Entered: 3/25/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,O-1999158,2LT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 3/7/1945 

Spouse: Hazel Crane Freel 
Parents: Grover Felix and Eta L. Grimes Freel[both deceased] 

On 7 March 1945, Chester Freel, 29, died of wounds received in Italy from stone debris from an 
exploding German ar�llery shell while loading a mule train with ra�ons for troops.  He served 
48 months, including 18 months in Iceland and 15 months in the European war zone.  He was 
posthumously awarded the Purple Heart.  He lived in Monterey.  He was buried at the Pleasant 
Hill Cemetery in Bruce Lake Sta�on.  He was married with a child. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Oct 1942: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 21 Mar 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Mar 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Apr 1945: 6. 
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Lawrence Eugene Nims 

Lawrence crashed during his last flight before leaving for overseas duty. 

Born: 6/1/1921 
Entered: 9/18/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,0781029,2LT 
Died: 3/13/1945 

Parents: Amil Charles and Lydia E. Rife Nims 

On 14 March 1945, Lawrence Nimz, 23, was killed when his P-38 Bomber/Fighter crashed near 
Santa Maria, CA.  He served 30 months.  He had rela�ves in Francesville.  He was buried in the 
Gilman, IL, cemetery. 

 

 
Lawrence Nims (Collec�on of Joel Frampton Gilfert) - 

findagrave.com/memorial/102439903/lawrence-eugene-nims 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Mar 1945: 1. 
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Norman D. Tippet 

The previous December, Norman had been wounded and then returned to duty. 

Born: 3/10/1916 
Entered: 9/2/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,36874560,T5 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 3/16/1945 

Parents: John Henry and Connie "Cora" E. Davis Tippet 

On 16 March 1945, Norman Tippet, 29, died of wounds received in ac�on in France.  He served 
19 months, including the European war zone.  He had rela�ves in Winamac.  He was buried in 
Morgan Memorial Park Cemetery in Advance, MO. 

 

 
Alton (IL) Evening Telegraph 17 Feb 1945: 2. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 12 Apr 1945: 1. 
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Alton (IL) Evening Telegraph 13 Dec 1948: 14. 
Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Clem Dudley “Dudley” Snyder 

Dudley’s folks heard from him a week before his death, and his boyhood friend’s dad got a 
letter two days before his death. 

Born: 1/15/1921 
Entered: 2/2/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,16028890,TSGT 
Medals: Air Medal, Purple Heart 
Died: 3/22/1945 

Parents: Oto G. and Marguerete Weddman Snyder 

On 22 March 1945, Dudley Snyder, 24, was reported missing in ac�on as radio operator/gunner 
on a B-24 Liberator bomber over Vienna, Austria.  One year later, he was declared dead.  He 
served 49 months, including 4 months in the European war zone.  He was posthumously 
awarded the Air Medal and Purple Heart.  He was a lifelong resident of Winamac.  He was 
buried at the Lorraine American Cemetery in St. Avold, France. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Dec 1942: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 12 Apr 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Apr 1945: 8. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 25 Apr 1945: 8. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 7 Jun 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Apr 1946: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 4 Apr 1946: 1. 
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Jack Dudley Lawler 

Jack was killed, and his missing younger brother, Allan, was declared dead, leaving their 
parents to mourn their only children. 

Born: 6/20/1917 
Entered: 4/1/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,O-380142,CPT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 3/24/1945 

Spouse: Jeanne Lenore Holstein Lawler 
Parents: Horace Joseph "Curley" and Bess A. "Bessie" Mopps Lawler 

On 24 March 1945, Jack Lawler, 27, was killed in ac�on in Germany when his parachute was 
caught in a tree.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He served about 47 months, including 8 
months in the European war zone.  He had rela�ves in Winamac.  He is buried in Paris, IL.  He 
was married. 

 

 
Jack Lawler (Collec�on of Kevin Davenport) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/208891/person/301177147/media/3

a3623b1-9e42-4e7b-8241-3f0edc02d777 

 

 
(Mattoon IL) Journal Gazette 7 Apr 1945: 4. 

Webpage (newspapers.com) 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 11 Apr 1945: 9. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Apr 1945: 1. 
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Orden Ross Faris 

Having already been wounded in the North African/Sicilian campaigns and participating in 
D-Day, Ordon died the following March from a second wound incurred on Thanksgiving 
Day. 

Born: 9/21/1916 
Entered: 8/12/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35166524,CPL 
Medals: Bronze Star, Purple Heart 
Died: 3/26/1945 

Parents: George Ross "Ross" and Nancy Mae Wood Faris 

On 26 March 1945, Orden Faris, 29, died of wounds incurred on the previous Thanksgiving Day 
from a field mine explosion in France.  He served 43 months, including 33 months in the North 
Africa and European war zones.  He was awarded a Purple Heart.  He was a resident of 
Francesville and Medaryville.  He was buried in the Independence Cemetery in Baileys Corner. 

 

 
(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 20 Dec 1944: 15. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 21 Dec 1944: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Apr 1945: 1. 

 

 
(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 14 Apr 1945: 7. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Apr 1945: 8.  

 

 
(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 26 Oct 1945: 6. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Oliver Estel “Ozzie” Marion 

When he died, Marion had only been overseas a few weeks. 

Born: 5/2/1921 
Entered: 8/17/1944 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,36473988,PVT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 3/27/1945 

Spouse: Isabel Doris Sprague Marion 
Parents: William Elias and Lizzie Dora Saltwell Marion 

On 27 March 1945, Ozzie Marion, 24, was killed in ac�on in Germany.  He was awarded the 
Purple Heart.  He served 8 months, including just a few weeks in the European war zone.  His 
parents lived in Medaryville.  He was buried at Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery in 
Hombourg, Belgium, and has a memorial in the Brown Cemetery in Jasper County, Indiana.  He 
was married with three children. 

 

 
Ozzie Marion (Collec�on of Mike Marion) - ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/74031370/person/30286574315/me

dia/9880f676-925f-4588-8ae3-a46c�3b4b04 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 26 Apr 1945: 1. 
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Battle Creek (MI) Enquirer 3 May 1945: 8. Website 

(newspapers.com). 
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Raymond Gunter 

Raymond died on Easter Sunday. 

Born: 5/25/1926 
Entered: 9/20/1944 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35908916,PFC 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 4/1/1945 

Parents: Cecil Friendzel and Ruth Ford Gunter 

On 1 April 1945, Raymond, 18, was killed in ac�on during the taking of the Paderborn airport in 
Germany.  He served for 6 months, including in the European war zone.  He was awarded the 
Purple Heart.  He was from Kewanna, but had an uncle in Star City.  He was returned to his 
family and buried in Grass Creek. 

 

 
Raymond Gunter (Collec�on of ralphmullins) - 
ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/22822929/person/1308015877/med
ia/8473a8ea-d2b9-4f62-9ab4-1eb0a2faa76b 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Apr 1945: 2. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 13 Jan 1949: 17. 
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Harold Hadley S�ckler 

Harold had an aunt and grandparents in Pulaski County. 

Born: 11/19/1920 
Entered:  
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,O-720356,2LT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 4/2/1945 

Parents: LeRoy Wilfa "Roy" and Sylvia Hadley S�ckler 

On 2 April 1945, Howard S�ckler, 24, was killed in ac�on while pilo�ng a war plane over 
Germany.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He served, including 5 months in the European 
war zone.  He had rela�ves in Winamac.  He was buried in the cemetery in Pales�ne. 

 

 
Harold S�ckler (Collec�on of LastSearch) - ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/8642357/person/-268411799/media/e5424f21-

9253-4b7b-a493-3c72c4d57341 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Apr 1945: 2. 
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Edward Charles “Chuck” Madlung 

Although a lifelong Monon resident, Chuck's wife was from Francesville. 

Born: 2/19/1920 
Entered: 3/23/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35044716,SGT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 4/9/1945 

Spouse: Bety Fleck Madlung 
Parents: John Bernard and Feddie B. Byrad Madlung 

On 9 April 1945, Chuck Madlung, 25, died of his wounds incurred the previous night in batle in 
Germany.  He served 37 months, including 8 months in the European war zone.  He was 
awarded the Purple Heart.  He was a lifelong resident of Monon.  He was buried in the Monon 
Cemetery.  He was married with one child. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Apr 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Jul 1949: 1. 
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Merle Linn Dille 

Merle was part of the first boatload of soldiers sent to the European war zone. 

Born: 9/6/1918 
Entered: 2/2/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35254981,SGT 
Died: 4/12/1945 

Parents: Cora Mable Linn (Allen Earl[deceased]) Dille (Sidney Monroe) Beall 
Fiancee: Miss Charlote Marie Kaiser 

On 12 April 1945, Merle Dille, 26, died in Belgium of wounds incurred in a land mine explosion 
while helping rescue two German civilians on March 29.  He served for over 36 months in the 
North Africa and European war zones.  He was born in Winamac.  He was buried in Winamac 
Cemetery. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 May 1945: 1. 
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George C. Freeman 

Both from Winamac, George and his buddy, Henry Helm, were killed four days apart on 
Corregidor. 

Born: 2/2/1910 
Entered: 4/16/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35176464,PFC 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 4/12/1945 

Parents: Harry and Lydia E. Frieske Freeman 

On 12 April 1945, George Freeman, 35, was killed in service on Corregidor Island, Philippines.  
He served 48 months, including 16 months in the Pacific war zone.  He was awarded the Purple 
Heart.  He was from Winamac.  He was buried in the Winamac Cemetery. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 May 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 May 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Jun 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Feb 1949: 1. 
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Henry A. Helm 

Henry’s momma lost a son in each World War.  Both from Winamac, Henry and his buddy, 
George Freeman, were killed four days apart on Corregidor. 

Born: 5/15/1905 
Entered: 4/16/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35176487,TSGT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 4/16/1945 

Spouse: Agnes Raderstorf Helm 
Parents: Elizabeth "Lizzie" Rose Shoaf (Oscar G.[deceased]) Helm 

On 16 April 1945, Henry Helm, 39, was killed in ac�on on Corregidor Island, Philippines.  He 
served 48 months, including 16 months in the Pacific war zone.  He was awarded the Purple 
Heart.  He was a lifelong resident of Winamac.  He was buried in St. Peter’s Cemetery in 
Winamac.  He was married. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Feb 1942: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Apr 1945: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 19 Apr 1945: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 7 May 1945: 2. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 May 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Feb 1949: 1. 
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George Junior Kahler 

George had just written a letter 8 days before his death. 

Born: 6/13/1922 
Entered: 11/28/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35568757,T5 
Medals: Bronze Star, Purple Heart 
Died: 4/18/1945 

Spouse: Madeline Nellie Malia Kahler 
Parents: Mace Franklin and Clara Conwell Kahler 

On 18 April 1945, George Kahler, 21, died of wounds received in ac�on from a sniper earlier 
that day near Thalheim, Germany.  He served 31 months, including 15 months in the European 
war zone.  He was awarded the Bronze Star and Purple Heart.  He was formerly from Star City.  
He was buried at the Netherlands American Cemetery in the Netherlands.  He was married with 
a child. 

 

 
George Kahler (Collec�on of Taibi Kahler) - fieldso�onor-

database.com/index.php/en/american-war-cemetery-margraten-

k/63509-kahler-george-j 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 8 May 1945: 15. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 May 1945: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 17 May 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Sep 1945: 2. 
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Ivan Leonard “Butch“ Schraeder 

Butch was raising the spirits of his Pulaski County uncle and aunt a�er recent reports that their 
son, Richard, also a bombardier, was missing in ac�on.  Butch told them that he, too, had a 
plane shot out from under him, and he parachuted to safety.  Sadly, Richard was not to be as 
fortunate.  And Butch’s luck ran out a year later. 

Born: 10/10/1921 
Entered: 1/5/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,16052287,SSGT 
Medals: Air Medal, Purple Heart 
Died: 4/20/1945 

Parents: Frederick August and Eva Marie Roth Schraeder 

On 20 April 1945, Butch Schraeder, 23, previously reported missing, was killed in ac�on as a 
bombardier/ tail gunner on a B-17 Flying Fortress bomber over northern Italy.  He served 39 
months, including in the European war zone.  He had rela�ves in Pulaski County.  He was 
awarded the Air Medal and Purple Heart.  He was buried in the Florence American Cemetery in 
Impruneta, Italy. 

 

 
Butch Schraeder (Collec�on of Rodger Schlink) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/12891892/person/-

161657558/media/bd8143c8-7f46-44aa-b457-9a77463c2687 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Mar 1944: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 May 1945: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 17 May 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Jul 1945: 1. 
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Edward Felix Good 

Except for Ernie Pyle, Edward was burned at reporters who misrepresented morale. 

Born: 9/16/1918 
Entered: 6/30/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35163064,PFC 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 4/25/1945 

Parents: Grover Cleveland and Anna Effie Whipple Good 

On 25 April 1945, Edward Good, 27, was killed in Germany by a sniper while driving his 
commanding officer to the front line.  He served 46 months, including about 24 months in the 
European war zone.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He had rela�ves in Star City and 
Winamac.  He was buried in the Lorraine American Cemetery in St Avold, France. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Feb 1945: 8. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 May 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Aug 1945: 2. 
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Lowell Mar�n Marks 

Lowell’s grandmother lived in Winamac. 

Born: 9/18/1915 
Entered: 1/16/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,20530992,SSGT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 4/28/1945 

Spouse: Lucille B. Harts Marks 
Parents: Mar�n Zelo�s (Aldeana L. "Daisy" Hunter [deceased]) Marks 

On 28 April 1945, Lowell Marks, 29, was killed in the line of duty in an automobile accident on 
Iwo Jima Island.  He served 51 months, including in the Pacific war zone.  He was awarded the 
Purple Heart.  He had rela�ves in Ripley.  He was buried in the Estates of Serenity (I.O.O.F.) 
Cemetery in Marion.  He was married with two children. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 May 1945: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 10 May 1945: 1. 
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Harold Francis Lebo 

Harold’s bomber may have crashed into a gravel truck during takeoff for a bombing run on 
Palawan in the Philippines. 

Born: 4/26/1922 
Entered: 9/9/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USACC,15108588/O-707942,2LT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 5/6/1945 

Parents: Samuel Harry "Sam" and Bessie Edith "Edith" Dean Lebo 

On 6 May 1945, Harold Lebo, 23, was killed in ac�on while a navigator/bombardier on a 
bomber during takeoff from Palawan Island, Philippines.  He was posthumously awarded the 
Purple Heart.  He served about 27 months, including 5 months in the Pacific war zone.  He was a 
lifelong resident of Winamac.  He was buried at the Manila American Cemetery in Taguig City, 
Philippines, and memorialized at the Winamac Cemetery. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Nov 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 May 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 21 Jun 1945: 2. 
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Jack Harold Cavin 

Alongside George Freeman and Henry Helm, Jack became the last fatality in the group of 
six Pulaski County men in the same infantry unit. 

Born: 3/4/1911 
Entered: 4/16/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35176468,SSGT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 5/12/1945 

Parents: Frances "Fannie" M Frushour (Maurice L.) Cavin (Harvey) Barnes 

On 12 May 1945, Jack Cavin, 34, died of wounds incurred on Luzon Island in the Philippines.  He 
served 49 months, including 18 months in the Pacific war zone.  He was awarded the Purple 
Heart.  He had lived in Winamac for many years.  He was buried in Manila American Cemetery 
in Taguig City, Philippines. 

 

 
Jack Cavin and 'Smiley' (collec�on of Cavin1945) - ancestry.com 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Feb 1945: 1 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Jun 1945: 1. 
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Willard Henry "Bill" Moose 

While not in service at the �me of this death, Bill died tes�ng warplanes. 

Born: 9/28/1912 
Entered: 10/15/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,17039090,PVT 
Died: 6/18/1945 

Spouse: Marcella Mary Cunningham Moose 
Parents: Fred Charles and Eta Lausinda Walker Moose 

On 18 June 1945, Bill Moose, 32, died while tes�ng a P-47 Thunderbolt at the Republic Avia�on 
facility in Evansville.  He joined the service in 1942, but there is no record of his discharge.  His 
parents lived in Winamac.  He is buried in Winamac.  He was married with a child. 

 

 
Evansville (IN) Courier 19 Jun 1945: 1&2. Website (findagrave.com). 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 19 Jun 1945: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 21 Jun 1945: 1. 
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John Charles Lucas 

Charles and his wife lost a newborn in 1944, and a year later, he was lost too. 

Born: 7/26/1922 
Entered: 2/11/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,14043942,SSGT 
Medals: Air Medal, Purple Heart 
Died: 6/20/1945 

Spouse: Margaret Hartung Lucas 
Parents: Georgia Ann Linton (Ozro Abraham[deceased]) Lucas 

On 22 June 1945, Charles Lucas, 22, was reported missing in ac�on out of Celebes, Indonesia.  
He served 52 months, including in the Pacific war zone.  He was posthumously awarded the Air 
Medal and Purple Heart.  He had grandparents in Medaryville.  He was memorialized on the 
Tablets of the Missing at the Manila American Cemetery and Memorial in the Philippines.  He 
was married with one child. 

 

 
Cullman (AL) Democrat 21 Mar 1946. Website (dwtopping, 
ancestry.com). 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 30 Aug 1945: 1. 
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Harmon Calvin Wilcox 

Harmon was among the most decorated in Pulaski County with the Distinguished Flying 
Cross, Air Medal, and Purple Heart. 

Born: 1/12/1921 
Entered: 11/21/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35570357,TSGT 
Medals: Dis�nguished Flying Cross, Air Medal, Purple Heart 
Died: 7/12/1945 

Parents: Calvin Clyde and Myrtle Geneva Matox Wilcox 

On 11 July 1945, Harmon Wilcox, 24, radio operator, was reported missing in ac�on a�er a 
bombing flight over the Ploes� oil fields in Romania.  Eight months later, his mother is 
presented with the Air Medal.  He served 33 months, including the European war zone.  He was 
also awarded the Dis�nguished Flying Cross and the Purple Heart.  He had rela�ves in Winamac.  
He was memorialized in the Tablets of the Missing, Cambridge American Cemetery, Cambridge, 
England, and the Starke County War Casualty Memorial, Knox. 

 

 
Harmon Wilcox (Collec�on of Robert Cherveny) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/37926811/person/19896245063/me

dia/d88ff9b4-7ff8-4a39-9�a-55ca23498889 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Jul 1944: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Mar 1945: 1. 
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Robert Wendell Jenkins 

Robert was on the next-to-last submarine to be lost in World War II. 

Born: 7/7/1920 
Entered: 6/4/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,6100079,EM1c 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 7/15/1945 

Parents: Cloyd N. and Sophina Pearl "Fannie" Teater Jenkins 

On 15 July 1945, Robert Jenkins, about 25, was assumed lost when his submarine, 
USS Bonefish, failed to return.  He was declared lost at sea on July 15, 1946.  He was awarded 
the Purple Heart.  His parents moved to Winamac about 1942.  He was memorialized in the 
Courts of the Missing (Court 3) at the Honolulu Memorial, Honolulu, HI. 

 

 
Robert Jenkins (Collec�on of honorstates.org) - 

honorstates.org/profiles/39660 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Aug 1945: 1. 
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Lester Ludwig 

Lester’s body was the first returned to Winamac after the war for reinterment closer to 
family. 

Born: 1/20/1920 
Entered: 2/16/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35258487,TSGT 
Medals: US Army Air Corps Medal of Honor(?), Purple Heart(?) 
Died: 7/27/1945 

Parents: Henry Charles and Dora Isaey Gurney Fry Ludwig 

On 27 July 1945, Lester Ludwig,24, drowned while atemp�ng to swim to shore a�er his plane 
crashed in the Irrawaddy River near Myitkyina, Burma.  A�er the crash, he and another crew 
member were able to free the trapped co-pilot before exi�ng the sinking plane.  He served 41 
months, including 22 months in the Pacific war zone.  He atended school in Monterey.  He is 
buried at the Riverbank Cemetery near Winamac. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Apr 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Aug 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Aug 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Aug 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Oct 1945: 2. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 3 Jun 1948: 1&8. 
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Daniel Lawrence "Dan" Karpal 

On a secret mission, Dan died when the USS Indianapolis was torpedoed a�er it delivered the first 
atomic bomb to Tinian Naval Base in the Pacific.  Of the 1,195 crewmen, 890 survived the sinking, only 
endure exposure, dehydra�on, saltwater poisoning, and shark atack in the open ocean.  Four days a�er 
the sinking, they were discovered by a rou�ne air patrol.  Only 316 were rescued. 

Born: 2/19/1919 
Entered: <10/23/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,3003714,BM1 
Medal: Purple Heart, Congressional Gold Medal 
Died: 7/30/1945 

Spouse: Marjorie Irene Ready Karpal 
Parents: Daniel L. and Josephine Kickart Karpal 

On or soon a�er 30 July 1945, Dan, 26, died a�er his ship, USS Indianapolis, was torpedoed.  He had 
served for over 45 months.  Previously, he had served in the Civilian Conserva�on Corps at Medaryville.  
He was memorialized at Manila American Cemetery and Memorial (Tablets of the Missing), Manila, 
Philippines.  He was married. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Oct 1941: 1. 

 

 
USS Indianapolis (CA-35) - US Navy (80-G-425615) 27 Sep 1939. 
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Thomas John “Tommy” Ziemba 

Tommy’s commanding officer sent a hear�elt leter describing his last days. 

Born: 12/29/1924 
Entered: 1/9/1945 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35967047,PFC 
Died: 9/15/1945 

Parents: John C. and Frances Lesniak Ziemba 

On 15 September 1945, Tommy Ziemba, 20, died of pneumonia in the Philippines.  He served 
for 8 months, including about 5 months in the Pacific war zone.  He lived in Winamac most of 
his life.  He was buried at the St. Jacob Cemetery in North Judson. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Oct 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Oct 1945: 1&8. 
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Philip Herman Ahler 

Entering just a�er Pearl Harbor, Philip died just a�er being discharged from the Navy. 

Born: 10/20/1892 
Entered: 12/8/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USNR,1002668,Gunner's S1c 
Discharged: 2/16/1945 
Died: 9/28/1945 

Parents: Herman and Elizabeth "Lizzie" Bretnacher Ahler[both deceased] 

On 28 September, Philip, 52, died just a�er being discharged from the U.S. Navy.  He was 
buried in Francesville. 

 

 
(Collec�on of paulnelson60. Website(ancestry.com). 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Sep 1943: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 9 Sep 1943: 1. 

 

 
(Lafayette IN) Journal and-Courier 11 Oct 1945: 19. 
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Cortlund Ralph Good 

When their bodies were returned after the war, Cortlund and his brother, Richard, were 
buried side-by-side. 

Born: 10/24/1914 
Entered: 6/24/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35162462,SGT 
Died: 10/12/1945 

Parents: Forrest Everet and Alvina Melida Zank Good 

On 12 October 1945, Cortlund Good, 28, died of meningi�s while serving with the adjutant 
general’s department in Algiers, North Africa.  He served 28 months, including 5 months in the 
European war zone.  He had rela�ves in Monterey.  He was buried in the Southland Cemetery in 
South Bend. 

 

 
(Collec�on of sandso�ime). Website (findagrave.com). 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Dec 1944: 1. 
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South Bend (IN) Tribune 20 Mar 1949: 35. 

Webpage (ancestry.com:CarolSmith12101114) 
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Hugh James Buchanan 

Hugh is one of two World War II fatalities from Pulaski County buried in Arlington National 
Cemetery. 

Born: 4/24/1922 
Entered:  
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,O-2081884,2LT 
Died: 10/20/1945 

Parents: Harry James and Eunice Miller Buchanan 

On 20 October 1945, Hugh Buchanan, 23, died as a navigator in an air crash in the Pacific.  He 
had a grandmother in Winamac.  He was buried at Arlington Na�onal Cemetery in Arlington, 
VA. 

 

 
Hugh J. Buchanan (Collec�on of Lakegirl) - ancestry.com 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Jan 1949: 1. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for John and Charles to meet while both in Paton’s  Third Army. 

 

Charles Richard “Charlie” Zellers Sr. 
Born: 11/11/1921 
Entered: 7/2/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35359144,PFC 
Discharged:  
Died: 4/13/1996 

 
Parents: Charles Walter and Susan "Susie" 
Margaret Trapp Zellers 

John William O'Connor 
Born: 4/6/1921 
Entered: 7/2/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35359161,TEC/3 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged: 12/3/1945 
Died: 9/22/1959 

Parents: William Henry "Will" and Lucy 
Molloy O'Connor 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Jul 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 May 1943: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Feb 1945: 1. 
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Malcolm Ellars “Jack” Horner 

Jack earned his Bronze Star and Purple Heart, even though wounded, by helping evacuate other 
wounded from his ship's interior and direc�ng fire-fighters to reach another group of wounded 
a�er a kamikaze atack. 

Born: 9/11/1913 
Entered: 7/1/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,LT 
Awards: Purple Heart, Bronze Star 
Discharged: 1/21/1946 
Died: 1/3/1996 

Spouse: Eleanor L. Horner 
Parents: Owen Francis and Helen Minerva Humerickhouse Horner 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Jan 1946: 1. 
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Ralph William Buck 

The story of Ralph's escape from German captors was described in a WGN radio broadcast and 
a Tribune ar�cle in Chicago. 

Born: 4/23/1919 
Entered: 6/30/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35163061,1LT 
Discharged:  
Died: 5/29/1968 

Parents: Maud Kauffman (Felix Grover "Grover")[deceased] Buck 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Jul 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 4 Jan 1945: 1. 

 

  



1945: Mopping Up – War Stories 
 

18 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips Page 141 of 256 

Winfred Henry "Wint" "Doc" Hartman 

Wint earned his Silver Star when he "crawled through devasta�ng barrages and saved the lives 
of his comrades". 

Born: 5/23/1924 
Entered: 5/31/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35145680,T/5 
Medals: Silver Star, Purple Heart, Presiden�al Unit Cita�on 
Discharged: 12/29/1945 
Died: 1/17/2018 

Spouse: Margaret Lou Strasser Hartman 
Parents: Henry Albert "Bert" and Aurelia Agnes Fox Hartman 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Jan 1946: 1. 
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Henry Clifford "Clifford" Rans 

Clement earned his Bronze Star "perform[ing] his du�es as a batalion sergeant major in a 
highly meritorious manner". 

Born: 8/29/1914 
Entered:  
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,PVT 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged:  
Died: 9/25/1999 

Parents: Nellie Mae Smith (Emanual Edwin) Rans (Glen) Thompson and Emanual Edwin Rans 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Jun 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Aug 1945: 1. 
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Edmund Joseph Russell 

Edmond earned his Bronze Star when, along the Siegfried Line, he “courageously dismounted 
from his tank destroyer and went forward on foot, despite enemy machine gun and ar�llery 
fire.  Loca�ng two enemy tanks, he returned to his vehicle and destroyed both.". 

Born: 9/25/1912 
Entered: 6/15/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35357667,SGT 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged: 11/1/1945? 
Died: 1/18/1999 

Parents: Julia A Yeager (Frank A.[deceased]) Russell 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Jul 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Feb 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Mar 1945: 1. 
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Glenn Edward Purkey 

Glenn earned his Air Medal during the invasion of Sicily as pilot of a paratroop and cargo plane. 

Born: 4/20/1922 
Entered: 6/26/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,15063060,1LT 
Medal: Air Medal 
Discharged:  
Died: 1988? 

Parents: Hugh May and Elizabeth M. Davis Purkey 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Feb 1945: 1. 
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Philip Celes�ne Brucker 

While recovering in a stateside veterans' hospital, Philip made Valen�ne's hearts for his mother 
and girlfriends! 

Born: 3/11/1915 
Entered: 5/13/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35159973,S/SGT 
Discharged:  
Died: 12/12/1990 

Parents: Charles George and Susan Frances “Susie” Rohman Brucker 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Oct 1943: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 23 Aug 1944: 11. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 24 Aug 1944: 8. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Nov 1944: 1. 

 

 
Indianapolis (IN) Star 14 Feb 1945: 13. Website (newspapers.com) 
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William Edward Powell Jr. 

William earned his Bronze Star laying defensive mines “despite concentrated enemy ar�llery 
and mortar fire.”. 

Born: 7/17/1922 
Entered: 9/10/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,15312609,PVT 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged:  
Died: 10/29/1967 

Parents: William Edward "Ed" and Lorah Frances Stanfield Powell 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Jun 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Apr 1945: 1. 
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Clarence Courtright Custer 

Entering at 74, Clarence had served before in the Merchant Marine for 8 years. 

Born: 9/2/1870 
Entered:  
Branch,SN,Rank: USMM,,1st Asst. Engr. 
Discharged:  
Died: 8/14/1953 

Spouse: Cynthia Permilla Bailey Custer 
Parents: Lebbeus Bigelaw and Sarah Ann Morehart Custer[both deceased] 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Mar 1945: 1. 
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Stanley Keith Henry 

A�er a field opera�on for appendici�s, Stanley was carried by stretcher 60 miles over five days 
by Chinese coolies, during an assignment behind Japanese lines. 

Born: 5/5/1920 
Entered: 11/16/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,PhM3c 
Discharged: 10/25/1945? 
Died: 12/19/1971 

Spouse: Lois Charlote Zellers Henry 
Parents: Herschel Emerson and Edith Margaret Bader Henry 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Jul 1943: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 26 Apr 1944: 2. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 19 Dec 1944: 5. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Jan 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Apr 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Sep 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Mar 1946: 1. 



1945: Mopping Up – War Stories 
 

18 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips Page 153 of 256 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Apr 1947: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Feb 1950: 3. 
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Russell Allen "Allen" "Russ" Dilts Jr. 

Allen earned his Bronze Star by advancing his observa�on post unit across the heavily defended 
rover while under intense enemy fire to direct friendly ar�llery to silence enemy fire on moving 
troops. 

Born: 4/8/1917 
Entered: ≤1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,CPT 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged:  
Died: 6/2/1970 

Spouse: Mary Charlote "Charlote" Fritz Dilts 
Parents: Russell "Russ" Allen and Lenora Mary Obright Dilts 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Apr 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Dec 1944: 2. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Sep 1945: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Sep 1945: 1. 
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Bernard Arden Scheffer 

As one of the Army soldiers with wounds that limited their assignments, Bernard became a 
"sailjer" wearing a Navy uniform on duty while performing harbor cra� opera�ons, freeing 
able-bodied sailors for front-line duty. 

Born: 6/29/1925 
Entered: 10/1/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35895891,PVT 
Discharged: 1/26/1946 
Died: 6/19/1999 

Parents: Bernard "Ben" August and Flora Ann Ruch Scheffer 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Jun 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Mar 1945: 1. 
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Earl Joseph Teyner 

Joe saves his LST (amphibious assault landing ship) by welding shut the shell/shrapnel holes 
while under enemy fire. 

Born: 8/11/1916 
Entered:  
Branch,SN,Rank: USCG,,BM1 
Discharged:  
Died: 12/1/1971 

Spouse: Doris Bernice Batenfield Teyner 
Parents: Benjamin and Mary Katherine Novak Teyner 

 

 
Earl Joseph Teyner Collec�on of Sherrie Teyner Williams 

 

 
(Collec�on of Sherrie Teyner Williams[Facebook]). True Comics, New York City NY, The Parents' Ins�tute 25 Mar 1945. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for brothers-in-law, Jacob and Robert, in London. 

 

Jacob William Wagner 

Born: 7/23/1921 
Entered: 7/2/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35359151,S/SGT 
Awards: Air Medal, Dis�nguished Flying 
Cross 
Discharged: 9/25/1945 
Died: 11/13/1975 

Spouse: Jo Ann Decker Wagner 
Parents: Jacob G. and Ha�e Ione Clara Long 
Wagner 

Robert William Decker 

Born: 12/10/1921 
Entered: 8/20/1942? 
Branch,SN,Rank: ,,CPL 
Discharged:  
Died: 12/22/1980 

 
 
 
Parents: William "Willie" Leo and Ernes�ne 
Rock Decker 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 4 Mar 1943: 1. 

 

 
Robert Decker and family (Collec�on of Trevor Grismore) - 
ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/55455107/person/292364463285/m
edia/c9f41c7e-4d89-41da-b156-461679badbae 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 1 Mar 1945: 1 
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It’s All in the Family for the Depoy Brothers and Cousins 

Three sons and three grandsons of Oscar&Della were in service. 

Oscar Arl Depoy & Della Florence Rinebarger 
 1900 Raymond Elmer 
  1923 Richard Burrel 
 1904 Thomas Roscoe 
  1926 Thomas Eugene 
  1928 Leon Ralph 
 1917 Delmar Arl 
 1920 Harry Jay 
 1925 George Hadden 

 

Depoy Delmar Arl "Del" 

Enlis�ng with George and Harry, Delmar 
went into the field ar�llery 

Born: 9/16/1917 
Entered: 5/8/1944 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35838080,CPL 
Discharged:  
Died: 10/17/1968 

Spouse: Dollie Violet "Vi" Davis Williams 
Depoy 
Parents: Della Florence Rinebarger (Oscar 
Arl[deceased]) Depoy 

Harry Jay Depoy 

Enlis�ng with Del and George, Harry went 
into heavy ar�llery in Europe. 

Born: 4/1/1920 
Entered: 5/8/1944 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35838085,CPL 
Discharged: 3/4/1946 
Died: 11/3/2004 

Spouse: Berniece Katherine Paulsen Depoy 
 
Parents: Della Florence Rinebarger (Oscar 
Arl[deceased]) Depoy 

 

  

Richard Burrel "Dick" Depoy 

Dick, with an engineering unit in England, 
took part in the D-Day invasion. 

 
 
 
Born: 6/10/1923 
Entered: 1/23/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35543666,T/5 

Medal: Purple Heart 
Discharged:  
Died: 6/10/2020 

Parents: Raymond Elmer and Hazel 
Elizabeth Good Depoy 
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George Hadden Depoy 

Along with two buddies also on leave, 
George visited Duggleby Motor Sales, 
where they once worked.  Enlis�ng with Del 
and Harry, George went into the Army a�er 
a s�nt in the Merchant Marines. 

Born: 9/18/1925 
Entered: 5/8/1944 

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35838088,T4 
Discharged:   
Died: 1/19/2014 

 
Parents: Della Florence Rinebarger (Oscar 
Arl[deceased]) Depoy 

 

 

Thomas Eugene Depoy, Jr. 

Like his Uncle George, Thomas went into 
the Army a�er a s�nt in the Merchant 
Marines. 

Born: 5/5/1926 
Entered: 6/5/1946 
Branch,SN,Rank: USMM,, St2c 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA, 45057283,PFC 
Discharged: 10/25/1947 
Died: 11/28/1989 

Parents: Thomas Roscoe and Mildred 
Elizabeth Sims Depoy 

Leon Ralph Depoy 

Leon was in the infantry. 

 
 
Born: 1/18/1928 
Entered: 3/24/1946 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,15209779,PFC 
Discharged: 8/6/1947 
Died: 1/4/1958 

 
Parents: Thomas Roscoe and Mildred 
Elizabeth Sims Depoy 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Jul 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Jul 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Jan 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Apr 1944: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Dec 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat5 Se[ 1946: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 9 Mar 1944: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 23 Sep 1944: 7. 

 

 
Delmar, George, and Harry Depoy (Collec�on of psholmes166). 
Website: ancestry.com. 

 

 
George, Harry, and Delmar (Collec�on of psholmes166). Website: 
ancestry.com. 
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Harry, Delmar, and George Depoy (Collec�on of psholmes166). 
Website: ancestry.com. 

 

 
Harry and Delmar (Collec�on of psholmes166). Website: 
ancestry.com. 

 

 
Dolly&Delmar Depoy (Collec�on of psholmes166). Website: 
ancestry.com. 
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Vi&Del Depoy (Collec�on of psholmes166). Website: 
ancestry.com. 

 

 
Delmar wrote his wife's name, Violet, on his jeep (Collec�on of 
psholmes166). Website: ancestry.com. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Jul 1945: 1. 
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George and his parents, Della&Oscar Depoy(Collec�on of 
psholmes166). Website: ancestry.com. 

 

 
George and crashed ME109 in Europe (Collec�on of 
psholmes166). Website: ancestry.com. 
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(Collec�on of Veterans of Pulaski County) 

 

 
Harry Depoy and guns (Collec�on of psholmes166). Website: 
ancestry.com. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Sep 1946: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 May 1947: 2. 

 
Thomas Depoy 

 
(Collec�on of Wendy Taylor) Website: ancestry.com 
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The Army could not get the boys home for their father’s funeral, so this picture was sent to his 
three sons in France. 

 
Oscar Ali Depoy (Collec�on of psholmes166): 1 Mar 1945. Website: ancestry.com. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for Don, Charles, and Al mee�ng somewhere in India. 

 

Donald Wilmot "Don" 
Cullen 

Born: 9/15/1923 
Entered: 2/18/1943? 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,35092561,SGT 
Discharged:  
Died: 6/26/2020 

 
 
Parents: Wilmot Knowlton 
and Lucinda "Lucy" Agnew 
Cullen 

Charles William Garling 
 

Born: 6/10/1923 
Entered: 2/12/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,35092563,CPL 
Discharged: 10/25/1945? 
Died: 6/17/2015 

 
 
Parents: Harry Frederick 
and Pearl C. Linback 
Garling 

Alfred Neil "Al" Taylor 
 

Born: 10/27/1918 
Entered: 2/16/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USAAC,35258478,CPL 
Discharged: 1/2/1949 
Died: 11/11/2009 

Spouse: Edna Ruth "Ruth" 
Troutman Taylor 
Parents: Ira Nelson and 
Marvel M. McFadden 
Taylor 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 21 Sep 

1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Nov 

1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Feb 

1943: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 20 Mar 1945: 10. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for Don, Jim, and Robert in New Guinea. 

 

Donald D. "Don" Marquis 
 

Born: 8/11/1923 
Entered: 5/31/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,35145682,T/5 
Discharged: 1/6/1946 
Died: 2/27/1976 

Spouse: Lois Eleanor 
"Eleanor" Dawson Marquis 
Parents: James Issac and 
Opal Bernice Fry Marquis 

Willard James "James" 
"Jim" Abbot 

Born: 5/9/1923 
Entered: 1/13/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,35580828,CPL 
Discharged:  
Died: 4/7/1974 

 
 
Parents: Nathan Simmian 
and Norma C. Fall Abbot 

Robert Melvin Nelson 
 

Born: 4/6/1922 
Entered: 6/3/1943? 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USN,3860670,GM1 
Discharged:  
Died: 8/30/1993 

 
 
Parents: Lee and Lena 
French Nelson 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Mar 1945: 1. 
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Robert Eugene "Bob" Hair 

Bob wrote to his folks, "There are millions of slave laborers being liberated at the moment, and 
they are streaming home along the highways to Holland, Belgium, and France." as well as an 
essay published in the 5 Apr 1947 issue of the Saturday Evening Post. 

Born: 4/11/1921 
Entered: 8/12/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,15107311,T/SGT 
Discharged: 3/_/1946? 
Died: 3/5/2016 

Parents: Charles Franklin "Frank" and Lucy Agnes Zellers Hair 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Apr 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Apr 1945: 8. 



Our Boys: A Community During World War II 
 

18 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips Page 174 of 256 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Apr 1947: 1. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for brothers, Tom and Jim, in Germany. 

 
Thomas Robert "Tom" Powers 
Born: 5/19/1925 
Entered: 8/1/1944 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35905840,PFC 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Discharged: 6/24/1946 
Died: 2/13/1995 
Parents: Albert Edward and Hazel Gertrude 
Zellers Powers 

James William “Jim” Powers 
Born: 1/23/1918 
Entered: 5/18/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35354632,CPL 
Discharged:  
Died: 5/30/2002 
 
Parents: Albert Edward and Hazel Gertrude 
Zellers Powers 

 

 
Tom and Jim Powers - Veterans of Pulaski County 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Apr 1945: 1. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for brothers George and Sonny in Belgium. 

 

George Edward Logan 

Born: 11/16/1923 
Entered: 2/8/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: ,,PFC 
Discharged: 1/6/1946 
Died: 11/30/1997 

 
Parents: Thomas "Tom" Nathan and Maude 
Pearl Culp Logan 

Oscar Orville "Orville" "Sonny" Logan 

Born: 1/23/1919 
Entered:   
Branch,SN,Rank:  
Discharged:  
Died: 1/18/2012 

Spouse: Mary E. Finch Logan 
Parents: Thomas "Tom" Nathan and Maude 
Pearl Culp Logan 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Apr 1945: 1. 
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Frank Hershel Dunn Jr. 

... Frank said, “I carried heavy demoli�on charges, and when I got within throwing distance I let 
'em [Japs] have it.”, surviving only to be killed in the line of police duty in 1961. 

Born: 10/8/1917 
Entered: 1/1/1941? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,S/SGT 
Discharged:  
Died: 6/1/1961 

Parents: Francis "Frank" Hershel and Eva Tressa Wesner Dunn 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 3 May 1945: 8. 
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James Keith "Jimmy" "Jim" Muskelley 

A�er the Batle of the Bulge, when Jim was liberated from his POW camp a�er six months, he 
and other prisoners walked to Paris; he went on to earn a Ph.D. in Spanish and directed 
Interna�onal Studies at the University of Memphis. 

Born: 10/21/1925 
Entered: 11/5/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: ,,PVT 
Discharged:  
Died: 8/6/2011 

Parents: James Larkin and Metra I Presley Muskelley 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Jan 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 31 May 1945: 1. 
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It's a Small World (War II) for Harry, Sidney, and Edwin in London. 

 

Edwin Conrad Gutwein 

Born: 7/30/1920 
Entered: 8/20/1942? 
Branch,SN,Rank: ,,PFC 
Discharged:  
Died: 10/1/1994 

 
Parents: Kathryn "Ka�e" 
Munz (Ludwig Frederick 
"Fred" "Lewis"[deceased]) 
Gutwein 

Sidney Benjamin Leman 

Born: 7/4/1922 
Entered: 1/6/1944 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA.35094958,CPL 
Discharged:  
Died: 12/31/2017 

Parents: Henry and 
Cordelia Eunice Gudeman 
Leman 

Harry Joseph Yaggie 

Born:  
Entered: 1/6/1944 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,35094966,SGT 
Discharged:  
Died: 11/9/2006 

Parents: Joseph and Lena 
Tyle Yaggie 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 May 1945: 2. 
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Alexander "Alex" Rearick 

Alex, son of the late publisher of the Winamac Republican, wrote an eyewitness account of 
firebombing "Tokio" in May 1945, which earned him the Air Medal and Dis�nguished Flying 
Cross. 

Born: 12/1/1925 
Entered: 1/10/1944 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35900941,SGT 
Awards: Air Medal, Dis�nguished Flying Cross 
Discharged: 12/13/1945? 
Died:  

Parents: Linnete Ross (Arden[deceased]) Rearick 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Jul 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 24 May 1945: 1&8. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Dec 1945: 1. 
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Dale Cotrell. Fritz 

Dale entered Hitler’s bunker and exited with Bormann’s pants. 

Born: 1/16/1916 
Entered: 4/16/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35176475,T/5 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Discharged:  
Died: 11/29/1985 

Spouse: Marjorie Wolfe Fritz 
Parents: Alfred Aaron "Al" and Ione Cotrell Fritz 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Oct 1942: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 4 May 1944: 3. 



1945: Mopping Up – War Stories 
 

21 Dec 2025 ©2025, Jim Phillips Page 183 of 256 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 31 May 1945: 1&5. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 20 Sep 1945: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 18 Oct 1945: 1. 
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Kenneth Marshall “Nig” Poor 

In a leter to his folks, Nig describes the starved, beaten, and murdered bodies at the Ohrdruf 
concentra�on camp. 

Born: 10/19/1922 
Entered: 7/6/1944 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,PFC 
Discharged: 2/9/1946 
Died: 2/27/1992 

Parents: George Fredrick and Fannie Fay Deckman Poor 

 

 
Kenneth Poor. Veterans of Pulaski County: WWII, Korean Conflict, 
Cold War. htps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YpI0KOfQUeA 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 May 1945: 1&6 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YpI0KOfQUeA
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It’s a Small World (War II) for Dick, Stuart, Jim, Richie, John, and Ray in the Philippines. 

 

Richard Riter "Dick" 
Dodd 

Born: 4/16/1913 
Entered: 3/26/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,35111564,MSGT 
Discharged: 11/15/1945? 
Died: 4/5/2001 

 
 
 
Parents: Thomas Calvin 
and Harriet Jenete Riter 
Dodd 

Samuel Stewart "Sam" 
"Stuart" Lebo 

Born: 5/20/1920 
Entered: 2/19/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,35259750,SGT 
Discharged: 10/11/1945? 
Died: 7/24/1951 

 
 
 
Parents: Samuel "Sam" 
Harry and Bessie Edith 
"Edith" Dean Lebo 

James Newton "Jim" May 

 
Born: 8/16/1920 
Entered: 9/15/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,15330540,PFC 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged: 1/10/1946 
Died: 3/21/1989 

 
 
Parents: Fleming "Flem" 
Lewis (Effie Maria 
Drake[deceased]) May 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Richard Lewis "Richie" 
Dilts 

Born: 4/8/1919 
Entered:  
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,LT 
Discharged: 
Died: 2/18/1986 

 
 
Spouse: Clara Jane "Jane" 
Ballard Dilts 
Parents: Russell "Russ" 
Allen and Lenora Mary 
Obright Dilts 

John Albertus Dilts 
 
Born: 7/13/1915 
Entered: 7/2/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,35359171,LT 
Discharged: 5/23/1946? 
Died: 7/3/1981 

 
Spouse: Doris Alexander 
Dilts 
Parents: Russell "Russ" 
Allen and Lenora Mary 
Obright Dilts 

Raymond “Ray” Fagner(!) 
 

Born: 1/25/1913 
Entered: 4/2/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,15101544,SGT 
Discharged:  
Died: 5/20/2003 

 
 
Parents: Thomas Lee and 
Emma Dahl Fagner 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Oct 

1942: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Jun 

1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Apr 1943: 

1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Nov 

1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Apr 1943: 

1. 

 

 
Ray Fagner,  Veterans of Pulaski County. 
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[Note: It was likely Ray Fagner, not Degner] 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 May 1945: 1&5. 
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Joseph "Joe" "Litle Joe" or Josef Kirsch 

With the war ending, Litle Joe, who had emigrated with his brother in 1927, was able to visit 
his parents and two sisters in Essen, Germany, and found them in good health and their home 
unharmed by the war. 

Born: 8/20/1908 
Entered: 8/1/1940 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,16000584,SGT 
Discharged: 10/14/1945 
Died: 2/15/1965 

Spouse: Bertha Schneider Kirsch 
Parents: Reinhold and Clara S�mpel Kirsch 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Apr 1942: 3. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 May 1945: 8. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 10 May 1945: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 10 May 1945: 8. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 22 Nov 1945: 1. 
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Ross E. Burget 

Of Ross’ original ou�it in North Africa, only three or four escaped unhurt, and “it was sure 
tough when you see your buddies dropping all around you.”. 

Born: 1/1/1916 
Entered: 10/1/1940 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,16006968,PVT 
Discharged: 6/28/1945? 
Died: 2/18/1972 

Parents: William "Willie" Garfield  and Mabelle "Mabel" Grace Alkire Burget 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 28 Jun 1945: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 5 Jul 1945: 14. 
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Lloyd Raymond Campbell 

Previously twice wounded, Lloyd was awarded the Bronze Star when he "operated the guns of 
an immobilized tank with great success during a German atack.”. 

Born: 6/4/1916 
Entered: 12/2/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,SGT 
Medals: Purple Heart, Bronze Star 
Discharged:  
Died: 8/7/1967 

Parents: Isaac Leslie and Mapel I. Haselby Campbell 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Oct 1945: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 4 Nov 1944: 15. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 9 Nov 1944: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 3 Jul 1945: 3. 
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Sanford Warfield Keplar 

Sanford earned his Bronze Star as a driver enduring long hours without sleep while being 
subjected to ar�llery and sniper fire. 

Born: 4/21/1923 
Entered: 2/11/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35092569,PVT 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged: 10/30/1945 
Died: 6/15/1994 

Parents: Herbert W. and Julia Olson Keplar 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 22 Jul 1943: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 17 May 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 21 Jun 1945: 1. 
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Stanley Lowell Hinderlider 

Stanley joined a few Logansport boys and 400 other boys from "back home" on Hoosier Day in 
the Mariana Islands. 

Born: 11/24/1914 
Entered: 4/6/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,, 
Discharged: 12/24/1943 
Died: 6/12/1990 

Spouse: Retha Irene Overmyer Hinderlider 
Parents: John Mar�n and Myra Eta Singer Hinderliter 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 14 Jun 1945: 1 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for the Dilts brothers mee�ng in Germany. 

 
Richard Lewis "Richie" Dilts 

Born: 4/8/1919 
Entered:  
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,LT 
Discharged:  
Died: 2/18/1986 

 
Spouse: Clara Jane "Jane" Ballard Dilts 
 
Parents: Russell "Russ" Allen and Lenora 
Mary Obright Dilts 

Russell Allen "Allen" "Russ" Dilts Jr. 

Born: 4/8/1917 
Entered: 1941? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,CPT 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged:  
Died: 6/2/1970 

Spouse: Mary Charlote "Charlote" Fritz 
Dilts 
Parents: Russell "Russ" Allen and Lenora 
Mary Obright Dilts 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Apr 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Apr 1943: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Jun 1945: 1. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for classmates Gilbert and James, who meet in Belgium. 

 

Gilbert Jason Barker Jr. 

Born: 10/18/1920 
Entered: 10/13/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,CPT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Discharged: 2/14/1946? 
Died: 4/17/1978 

Parents: Gilbert Jason and Blanche Lavon 
Petry Barker Sr. 

James Albertus Dilts Jr. 

Born: 12/18/1919 
Entered: 7/22/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USRC,15303687,PVT 
Discharged: 5/7/1946 
Died: 9/5/1998 

Spouse: Mary Stuart Hayes Dilts 
Parents: James Albertus and Mary Aurora 
"Ora" Huddleston Dilts Sr. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Dec 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Apr 1943: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Nov 1945: 2. 
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Andrew George "Andy" Nufer Jr. 

Andy earned his Dis�nguished Service Cross, our na�on’s second-highest military honor, a�er 
he "ran across open fire-swept terrain to friendly tanks", moun�ng first one, then knocked to 
the ground and moun�ng another before being wounded, he guided them to relieve his 
company pinned down by enemy fire.  (It was fortunate that he reentered a�er being 
honorably discharged because of his age just before Pearl Harbor.) 

Born: 1/30/1911 
Entered: 4/16/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35176457,1LT 
Awards: Dis�nguished Service Cross, Presiden�al Unit Cita�on, Purple Heart 
Discharged: 12/30/1945:  
Died: 1/7/1996 

Spouse: Ruthann Kleckner Nufer Jr. 
Parents: Andrew George and Josephine Horn Nufer Sr. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Mar 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican. 22 Jan 1942:8. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Jul 1945: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 5 Jul 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Nov 1945: 1. 
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Lewis Claude Bair 

Because of a transporta�on shortage, Lewis had to march groups of German prisoners he and 
his buddies were guarding 12 to 14 miles a day. 

Born: 9/25/1907 
Entered: 5/19/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35354650,CPL 
Discharged:  
Died: 1/5/1972 

Parents: John Wesley and Alice Rebeccah Prechtel Bair 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 12 Jul 1945: 1. 
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Stanley Vaughn Lemmon 

By July 1945 and already earning an Air Medal, Stanley had logged 316 hours over 31 missions 
in the South Pacific and Indian Ocean war zones. 

Born: 5/12/1925 
Entered: 1/6/1944 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,S/SGT 
Medal: Air Medal 
Discharged:  
Died: 7/19/1987 

Parents: Mary Winafred Johns (Stanley Harrison[deceased]) Lemmon Sr. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Jul 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Mar 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Jul 1945: 1. 
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William Bruce "Billy" "Bill" Phillips Jr. 

In 1943, Bill joined the Merchant Marines and was medically discharged a�er 30 months; he 
was then inducted into the Navy, where he served another 8 months. 

Born: 9/25/1924 
Entered: 5/14/1943 Merchant Marines; 10/4/1945 Navy 
Branch,SN,Rank: USMM/USN,,WO/F2c 
Discharged: 6/3/1945 Merchant Marines; 5/15/1946 Navy 
Died: 11/1/1994 

Parents: William Bruce and Ruth Dorcas "Dorcas" Shaw Phillips, Sr. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Jun 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 21 Jan 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 15 Feb 1945: 5. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 12 Jul 1945: 4. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 23 Aug 1945: 1. 

 

 
(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 10 Oct 1945: 4. 
Website (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 16 May 1946: 7. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 May 1946: 3. 
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Frederick Donald "Donald" Haschel 

Don was colorblind, so he was ini�ally rejected by the U.S. Navy, but later he and his shipmates 
got to eat with President Truman during a trip just before V-J Day. 

Born: 12/18/1918 
Entered: 10/27/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USNR,6260375,PO1c 
Discharged:  
Died: 8/17/2003 

Parents: Ne�e Dell Hiland (Frederick "Fred" Oscar[deceased]) Haschel Jr. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Oct 1942: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 19 Jul 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Aug 1945: 2. 
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Lloyd Arthur Alt 

Lloyd earned his Bronze Star, “with complete disregard for his own personal safety, 
administered first aid to a wounded comrade and an unknown infantryman, and returned them 
both to medics….”. 

Born: 4/6/1914 
Entered: 5/13/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35159989,S/SGT 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged:  
Died: 2/14/1970 

Parents: John and Lydia M. Aeschliman Alt 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Feb 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Jul 1945: 1. 
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Twins Clyde and Clyle served in the Navy; Clyde's plane was shot down in the South Pacific, and 
he survived for a �me in the jungle before being rescued, and Clyle earned a Bronze Star. 

 

Clyde Edward Lindesmith 

Born: 10/31/1913 
Entered: 4/18/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,PO3c 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Discharged: 12/27/1945? 
Died: 1/19/2011 

Spouse: Eloise Reynolds Lindesmith 
Parents: Verna May Terry (Marvin Edward 
"Ed"[deceased]) Lindesmith (Kirk) Pierce 

Clyle Dennis Lindesmith 

Born: 10/31/1913 
Entered: 10/16/1940 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,F1/c 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged:  
Died: 7/31/1990 

Spouse: Emeline Marie Brunk Lindasmith 
Parents: Verna May Terry (Marvin Edward 
"Ed"[deceased]) Lindesmith (Kirk) Pierce 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Dec 1943: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 4 Feb 1944: 5. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Jul 1945: 1. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for cousins James and Russ in France. 

 

James Albertus Dilts Jr. 

Born: 12/18/1919 
Entered: 7/22/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USRC,15303687,PVT 
Discharged: 5/7/1946 
Died: 9/5/1998 

 
Spouse: Mary Stuart Hayes Dilts 
 
Parents: James Albertus and Mary Aurora 
"Ora" Huddleston Dilts Sr. 

Russell Allen "Allen" "Russ" Dilts Jr. 

Born: 4/8/1917 
Entered: 1941? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,CPT 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged:  
Died: 6/2/1970 

Spouse: Mary Charlote "Charlote" Fritz 
Dilts 
Parents: Russell "Russ" Allen and Lenora 
Mary Obright Dilts 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Aug 1945: 1. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for brothers Richard and Elmer in France. 

 

Richard Henry Knarr 

Born: 10/29/1914 
Entered: 2/3/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35090723,CPL 
Discharged:  
Died: 4/6/2010 

Spouse: Irene Evelyn Kintner Knarr 
Parents: Harley Ellis and Hulda Elizabeth 
Herrick Knarr 

Elmer Wilson Knarr 

Born: 11/23/1912 
Entered: 3/8/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,15100206,SSGT 
Discharged: 12/11/1945 
Died: 4/8/1987 

 
Parents: Harley Ellis and Hulda Elizabeth 
Herrick Knarr 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Jan 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Jan 1943: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Jul 1945: 1. 
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Francis James Roe 

A�er a tour of the Panama Canal, Francis led a small detail that guarded around $1,000,000 in 
pain�ngs of the medical corps in ac�on in European and Pacific war zones. 

Born: 2/3/1918 
Entered: 4/15/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35176476,CPL 
Discharged: 10/11/1945 
Died: 12/25/1975 

Parents: James Quincy and Edna Violet Baugh Roe 

 

 
Francis Roe (Collec�on of DebraRoeRodriguez) - 
ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/33868069/person/18546603274/me
dia/ddf093d0-891a-4338-9fcc-5f0cf689dbe0 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 22 Jan 1942: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Aug 1945: 2. 
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Harold Robert Staffeldt 

On a furlough back home, Harold was called back to his base because his wife was ill, but sadly, 
she died soon a�er. 

A�er Harold’s discharge, he rose to be Pulaski County prosecutor, then Circuit Court judge.  He 
presided over the Ford Pinto trial.  Three girls had died when their Ford Pinto exploded a�er 
being hit from the rear.  It was the first �me that an automaker faced criminal rather than civil 
charges in deaths resul�ng from a car crash.  (Ford was acquited of reckless homicide.) 

Born: 3/6/1919 
Entered: 6/29/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35163178,PVT 
Discharged: 11/17/1945 
Died: 8/30/1981 

Spouse: Ola Mae Williams Staffeldt[deceased] 
Parents: William Carl Friedrich and Ida Chris�na Tack Staffeldt 

 

 
Harold Staffeldt (Collec�on of Daniel BON [patoo�e]) - 
findagrave.com/memorial/35325200/harold-r-staffeldt#view-
photo=209869694 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 23 Aug 1945: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 30 Aug 1945: 1. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 16 Mar 1980: 1. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 16 Mar 1980: 5. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 30 Mar 1980: 1. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 30 Mar 1980: 5. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 31 Aug 1981: 1. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for cousins Wendell and John mee�ng in a Philippine harbor. 

 

Wendell Marshall Henry 

Born: 4/8/1922 
Entered: 9/3/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,CS3c 
Discharged:  
Died: 4/11/2006 

Spouse: Lela Mae Good Henry 
Parents: Herschel Emerson and Edith 
Margaret Bader Henry 

John Harley Bader 

Born: 5/30/1911 
Entered: 1/19/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,T/SGT 
Discharged:  
Died: 12/14/1983 

 
Parents: Chauncey and Gertrude Hoffman 
Bader 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Jul 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Jul 1943: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Aug 1945: 2. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) at a Bob Hope show for the troops in Rome, when Doc Halleck found 
he was si�ng next to Joe, also from Winamac. 

 

Harold Jerome Halleck 

Born: 1/14/1903 
Entered: 6/1/1942? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,LTC 
Discharged:  
Died: 2/12/1986 

 
Spouse: Bernice L. Carson Halleck 
Parents: Abraham and Lura Irene Luce 
Halleck 

Joseph Jenkins "Joe" Huddleston 

Born: 7/21/1912 
Entered: 6/30/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,,COL 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged: 7/31/1967 
Died: 6/18/1994 

Spouse: Dorothy Lois Hoesel Huddleston 
Parents: William Shipman and Nona Mae 
Jenkins Huddleston 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Aug 1945: 1. 
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Charles William Garling 

Charles was on a 50-caliber "ack ack" crew defending the airstrip at Sinth, Burma, and ge�ng 
his first taste of combat in a night atack, thereby winning faint praise from Tokyo Rose. 

Born: 6/10/1923 
Entered: 2/12/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35092563,CPL 
Discharged: 11/29/1945? 
Died: 6/17/2015 

Parents: Harry Frederick and Pearl C. Linback Garling 

 

 
Winamac.(IN).Republican 3 May 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 26 Jul 1945: 2. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 9 Aug 1945: 1&6. 
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Albin Francis Shank 

It’s a Small World (War II) when cousins Ralph met Alvin at the USO canteen doorway in 
California. 

Albin earned his Bronze Star and a field commission a�er he used his assault gun to drive the 
enemy from a bridge they were preparing for demoli�on.  On a later occasion, he and another 
officer captured 123 with only one shot fired. 

Born: 2/19/1917 
Entered: 5/12/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35160042,2LT 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged:  
Died: 5/18/2006 

Parents: Bernard "Barney" Frank (Caroline "Carrie" E. Gilsinger[deceased]) Shank 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Jan 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 31 Dec 1942: 8. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Mar 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Nov 1944: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Nov 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Nov 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 May 1945: 2. 
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Alvin Benavill "Snooky" Zellers 

"Snooky" earned his Soldier’s Medal when he and his three-person unit “… with complete 
disregard for their personal safety, they heroically save[d] from loss valuable and irreplaceable 
equipment which was in danger of being destroyed as result of a gasoline fire.” 

Born: 7/31/1918 
Entered: 3/23/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35138517,PVT 
Medal: Soldier's Medal 
Discharged: 2/4/1946 
Died: 3/2/1970 

Parents: Harvey "Harve" and Hazel Minerva Quilhot Zellers 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Sep 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Sep 1945: 1. 
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Barney Alden Tucker 

Barney earned his Bronze Star by standing when under fire and exhor�ng his troops to rally 
them to greater effort in the atack on Hill 500. 

Born: 10/15/1915 
Entered: 7/15/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35127275,MJR 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged:  
Died: 3/22/1979 

Spouse: Shirley June Keplar Tucker 
Parents: Gilbert Bruce and Ma�e Belle O�nger Tucker 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Sep 1945: 1&8. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Aug 1945: 2. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Sep 1945: 1. 
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Donald Fay Wilson 

Donald earned his Bronze Star when he “… personally formed and trained a regimental casualty 
repor�ng sec�on….”. 

Born: 1/16/1913 
Entered: 1/17/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: ,USA,20529909 or W904035,CWO 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged: 3/31/1947 
Died: 8/23/1959 

Spouse: Billie Odeene James Wilson 
Parents: Alfred Tip and Anna Lola Cupp Wilson 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 May 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 20 Sep 1945: 1. 

 



1945: Mopping Up – War Stories 
 

21 Dec 2025 ©2025, Jim Phillips Page 237 of 256 

William Henry “Bill” Dodt 

Bill earned his Bronze Star when “in disregard of his own life, [he] rushed into an ammuni�on 
dump which had been set afire by the Japs, and backed out his truck, saving vital equipment”. 

Born: 4/16/1925 
Entered:  
Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,,CPL 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged:  
Died: 3/12/2013 

Parents: Helen Artalene Brew (Cecil L.) Dodt (Frank Albert[deceased]) Yount 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Oct 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Sep 1945: 1. 
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Franklin John “Frank” Paulsen 

Just a�er V-J Day, Frank steered the USS North Carolina batleship into Tokyo Bay. 

Born: 12/15/1924 
Entered: 3/1/1942? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,S1c 
Discharged:  
Died: 6/6/2011 

Parents: Amelia Elizabeth Kalina (Frederick Chris�an[deceased]) Paulsen 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 20 Sep 1945: 1. 
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Robert Dale Kinney 

Because of Interna�onal Dateline crossings, Robert, on a ship in the Pacific, missed V-E Day, V-J 
Day, as well as the Fourth of July, although he enjoyed two Easters. 

Born: 6/25/1917 
Entered: 5/1/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,20270337,LTjg 
Discharged: 1945 
Died: 3/21/2005 

Spouse: Virgie Marie Grile Kinney 
Parents: Lyman Abel and Mathilda Willhelmina "Tilly" Traster Kinney 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Oct 1945: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 11 Oct 1945: 1. 
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Clement George Shorter 

Clement earned his Bronze Star "perform[ing] his du�es as batalion sergeant major in a highly 
meritorious manner". 

Born: 10/9/1918 
Entered: 2/19/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35259752,M/SGT 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged: 12/20/1945? 
Died: 2/25/2002 

Parents: Lucy Bowers (George[deceased]) Shorter 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Nov 1942: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Oct 1945: 1. 
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Wilbert Henry "Wilbur" Rausch 

One morning, Mother Rausch called out to her son, Ed, if he’d be home for dinner, but another 
voice answered, “I’ll be home for dinner.”; it was her son, Wilbert, who arrived very early that 
morning and went to sleep in the spare room without waking his folks or three brothers. 

Born: 11/19/1919 
Entered: 2/16/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35258479,T/SGT 
Medal: Air Medal 
Discharged:  
Died: 6/28/1970 

Parents: Mary Frances Anna Becker (John "Casper"[deceased]) Rausch 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Jan 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 31 May 1945: 1. 
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Ray Edward Haschel 

Ray earned his Presiden�al Unit Cita�on when "[o]ut of his company of 250 men, which went 
into the Hill 510 6-day batle at Bastogne, only 18 returned." 

Born: 6/28/1924 
Entered: 7/6/1944 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,, 
Medal: Presiden�al Unit Cita�on 
Discharged: 4/14/1946 
Died: 10/28/1998 

Parents: William Henry and Ida Priscella Reinholt Haschel 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 11 Nov 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Oct 1945: 2. 
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It’s All in the Family for the John and Joseph Layman. 

With nearly 30 years of service in World War I already under his belt, including a Silver Star, 
John reenters at 63.  His baby brother, Joseph, re�red from the Marines in 1939 a�er 30 years 
of service. 

John Rufus Layman 

Born: 10/19/1882 
Entered: 10/16/1945 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,2387209,MSGT 
Medal: Silver Star (WWI) 
Discharged: 4/30/1946 
Died: 5/15/1961 

Parents: James McBeth and Emeline "Emily" 
Stanfield[both deceased] Layman 

Joseph McBeth Layman 

Born: 1/9/1885 
Entered: 1909? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,,1stSGT 
Discharged: 1939 
Died: 5/6/1945 

Parents: James McBeth and Emeline "Emily" 
Stanfield[both deceased] Layman 

 

 
John Layman (Collec�on of BConrad748) - ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/3595249/person/-

1712720963/media/6f49b9e8-5185-40fc-9eb8-a31486fdd72e 

 

 
Joseph Layman (Collec�on of BConrad748) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/3595249/person/-

1712720961/media/a31fa02e-bd2b-42fe-917b-fd1c187880d3 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Oct 1945: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 25 Oct 1945: 1. 

 

 
Monticello (IN) Herald-Journal 17 May 1947:1. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for Fred, who got a pass to meet with his brother, Grant, in the South 
Pacific. 

 

Darwin Grant "Grant" "Mills" Hartle 

Born: 5/15/1923 
Entered: 2/11/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35092567,PFC 
Discharged:  
Died: 10/5/1967 

 
 
Parents: Marie "Ma�e" Loraine Hartle (Don 
Na�on "Daniel") Mills (Albert Dominic) 
Richsteen 

Fredrick Eugene Mills "Fred" Hartle 

Born: 2/4/1922 
Entered: 9/17/1942? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,,T/SGT 
Discharged: 12/20/1946 
Died: 4/27/2009 

Spouse: Agnes Imogene "Imogene" Foerg 
Hartle 
Parents: Marie "Ma�e" Loraine Hartle (Don 
Na�on "Daniel") Mills (Albert Dominic) 
Richsteen 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 5 Jul 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 5 Jul 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 18 Oct 1945: 2. 

 

  



1945: Mopping Up – War Stories 
 

21 Dec 2025 ©2025, Jim Phillips Page 247 of 256 

It’s a Small World (War II) where Bob and Jim got together with their folks a�er three years. 

 

Robert Charles "Bob" Korner 

Born: 12/31/1921 
Entered: 2/23/1944 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,MoMM3c 
Discharged:  
Died: 5/21/2011 

Spouse: Mary Margaret McClure 
Parents: Harry Leo and Johanna O. "Josie" 
Mulvaney Korner 

James Richard "Jim" Korner 

Born: 12/10/1923 
Entered: 11/5/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,, 
Discharged:  
Died: 3/30/2008 

 
Parents: Harry Leo and Johanna O. "Josie" 
Mulvaney Korner 

 

 
Logansport.(IN).Pharos‗Tribune 3 Nov 1945: 2. 
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James Newton "Jim" May 

James sent pictures of Ernie Pyle’s grave. 

Born: 8/16/1920 
Entered: 9/15/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,15330540,PFC 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged: 1/10/1946 
Died: 3/21/1989 

Parents: Fleming "Flem" Lewis (Effie Maria Drake[deceased]) May 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 10 Jun 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac.(IN).Republican 15 Feb 1945: 5. 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 8 Nov 1945: 1. 
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Georgeann and Joseph were one of the few married couples both in service. 

 

Joseph Fritz 

Born: 11/14/1919 
Entered: 6/16/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35357671,PVT 
Discharged: 9/28/1945 
Died: 6/1/1987 

Spouse: Georgeann Lenora Kro� Fritz 
Parents: Tina Riggs (Godfrey 
Charles[deceased]) Fritz  

Georgeann Lenora Kro� Fritz 

Born: 3/4/1925 
Entered: 3/14/1945 
Branch,SN,Rank: WAC (Medical Corps),, 
Discharged: 1/10/1946? 
Died: 12/14/1964 

Spouse: Joseph Fritz 
Parents: George John and Grace Augusta 
Tetzloff Fritz 

 

 
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 14 Jun 1945: 1. 

 

 
Winamac.(IN).Republican 10 Jan 1946: 1. 
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Logansport.(IN).Pharos‗Tribune 17 Mar 1945: 7. 
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Ivan Dee "Ike" Haselby 

In a Life Magazine photograph, Ike is kneeling respec�ully by the body of Prince Konoye as he 
prepares to remove it. 

Born: 10/27/1922 
Entered: 7/6/1944 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,1LT 
Discharged:  
Died: 2/21/2012 

Parents: Firman Griffith and Hazel Blanche Hiat Haselby 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Apr 1945: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 12 Sep 1945: 1. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 13 Sep 1945: 1&2. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 13 Sep 1945: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 6 Dec 1945: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 17 Dec 1945: 1. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 18 Dec 1945: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 24 Dec 1945: 1. 
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Life Magazine 7 Jan 1946: 26-27. Website (htps://books.google.com/books?id=BEkEAAAAMBAJ). 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Jan 1946: 1. 

 

 


