1945: Mopping Up — Overview

The 6 June D-Day invasion of the beaches of Normandy the previous summer was a success, but
there was still a long slog ahead in 1945 to drive the Germans from France and the Benelux
countries. As the winter turned into 1945, the Germans launched a last-ditch offensive at the
Battle of the Bulge, fighting across Luxembourg, eastern Belgium, and northern France.

In early April, U.S. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt died after serving more than 12 years in
office. He had led the country out of the Great Depression, and now this World War was
ending.

In mid-April, war correspondent Ernie Pyle was killed on a small island near Okinawa in the
Pacific. His column, printed in the Democrat, was a significant part of the war news for folks in
Pulaski County.

In late April, Adolf Hitler committed suicide, and Germany surrendered soon thereafter. Europe
was finally at peace with the surrender of Germany on 8 May 1945 (V-E Day). Japan fought on
relentlessly until the US dropped two atomic bombs on the Japanese mainland in August. The
world was finally at peace when the Japanese surrendered on 2 September 1945 (V-J Day). The
following month, the United Nations was established.

Back home, the munitions factory near LaPorte County closed in August 1945. Life did not
return to normal immediately. Shortages of some items, such as sugar, cheese, and butter,
continued for a while after the war ended. Most importantly, Our Boys began to come home.

In that last year of the war, fifty-two more of Our Boys died. Here are some of their stories.

Jay was two years older than his brother, Jack, both of whom were born in or near Winamac.
Jay, a Marine, was killed in action in 1943.

Jack had worked at Kocher’s Meat Market in Winamac before he entered in May 1944. His
boss, A. E. Kocher, closed his business that same month. Not only had he lost Jack, but his sons,
Harry and Arthur, had also entered before Jack. A naval petty officer, Harry was killed in the
European Theater in 1944. Jack died on 29 January 1945, at the end of the Battle of the Bulge in
Luxembourg.

Butch was among the first to land and die on Iwo Jima. Maurice McFadden’s best friend, A. J.
“Tex” Stanton, talked about his death. They were on a “mop up” campaign on Iwo Jima when a
mortar struck, killing Maurice and blowing Tex's feet off.

Amanda of Winamac lost two great-nephews. In 1945, West Point graduate Allen was declared
dead after missing for almost a year in Burma. Later that year, his older brother, Jack, was killed
in Europe. Their parents were now childless.

In the same unit, Winamac buddies George and Henry were killed four days apart on Corregidor
Island in Manila Bay. Henry’s mother had now lost a son in each world war. A month after
George and Henry died, Jack became the third and last fatality in the group of six Pulaski County
men in the 151st Infantry unit of the 38th Division. There would have been many more deaths,

18 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips Page 1 of 256



Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

particularly if the Allies had invaded Japan as planned. But the war ended in the late summer,
and thankfully, the death rate dropped precipitously.

A profile of each fallen serviceman is in the following section, “The Dead”.

Also lost that year, Brownie, a local dog volunteered for the war effort, was killed in action.
Three other canine volunteers from Pulaski County were discharged at war's end.

Andrew earned his Distinguished Service Cross, the second-highest award for valor.

"Snooky" earned his Soldier’s Medal, the highest non-combat medal, when he and his three-
person unit “... with complete disregard for their personal safety, they heroically saved from
loss valuable and irreplaceable equipment which was in danger of being destroyed as a result of
a gasoline fire.”

Wint earned his Silver Star when he "crawled through devastating barrages and saved the lives
of his comrades.".

The awards of at least 12 Presidential Unit Citations, 63 Bronze Stars, and 9 Silver Stars were
mentioned in 1945 newspaper items, although some may have been awarded in prior years.
Here are some of their stories. Albin earned his Bronze Star and a field commission after he
used his assault gun to drive the enemy from a bridge they were preparing for demolition. On a
later occasion, he and another officer captured 123 with only one shot fired.

Allen earned his Bronze Star by advancing his observation post unit across the heavily defended
river while under intense enemy fire to direct friendly artillery to silence enemy fire on moving
troops.

Barney earned a Bronze Star when, as an artillery observer, he stood up, exposing himself to
machine gun and rifle fire, to rally troops to take their objective.

Bill earned his Bronze Star when “in disregard of his own life, [he] rushed into an ammunition
dump which had been set afire by the Japs, and backed out his truck, saving vital equipment.”.

Clifford earned his Bronze Star when he moved a heavy machine gun into position to repulse an
attack.

Edmond earned his Bronze Star when, along the Siegfried Line, he “courageously dismounted
from his tank destroyer and went forward on foot, despite enemy machine gun and artillery
fire. Locating two enemy tanks, he returned to his vehicle and destroyed both.".

Previously twice wounded, Lloyd was awarded the Bronze Star when he "operated the guns of
an immobilized tank with great success during a German attack.".

Under an extremely heavy artillery and small arms enemy barrage, another of Our Boys named
Lloyd earned a Bronze Star by administering first aid to two wounded and returning them to the
medics.
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When a kamikaze pilot hit his ship, although wounded, Jack, a radio operator, earned a Bronze
Medal for assisting in the evacuation of other wounded from the ship's smoke-filled interior
and directing fire-fighters to reach other wounded men.

In 1945, there were at least 33 meetings statewide or abroad. Most were two or three, but one
had six of Our Boys. A few were on the high seas. The rest were split between Europe and the
South Pacific, including many in the Philippines. Most were brothers, cousins, classmates, or
brothers-in-law. The rest were friends and other Pulaski County residents. Most were planned,
including travels of one and three hundred miles to visit a brother in Europe. Two brothers met
three times when stationed thirty miles apart. There were some accidental meetings when
assigned to the same ship. Doc and Joe found themselves sitting side by side at a Bob Hope
USO show. Stanley joined a few Logansport boys and 400 other boys from "back home" on
Hoosier Day in the Mariana Islands.

Our Boys had other experiences that year. After a field operation for appendicitis, Stanley was
carried by stretcher 60 miles over five days by Chinese coolies, during an assignment behind
Japanese lines. Charles was on a 50-caliber "ack ack" crew defending the airstrip at Sinth,
Burma, and getting his first taste of combat in a night attack, thereby winning faint praise from
Tokyo Rose. With the war ending, Little Joe, who had emigrated with his brother in 1927, was
able to visit his parents and two sisters in Essen, Germany, and found them in good health and
their home unharmed by the war.

The details of these stories and others are in the following section, “War Stories”.

There was more war news besides Our Boys in the paper.

Early in the year, there was a short-lived coal shortage, with worldwide prices rising as coal
production in Germany declined.

The only deaths on US soil occurred when a Japanese firebomb landed in an Oregon forest and
was detonated by picnickers. Five children and one adult died.

At least 24 of Our Boys were freed as German prisoners of war. Only two were identified as
Japanese prisoners of war, and they died in custody.

The death camps came to light in articles in the Logansport dailies.

And after VJ Day, Kingsbury Ordnance Plant closed. During the war years, it had 20,000 workers
producing half-a billion shells and fuses.

At the end of 1945, the published Honor Roll numbered 64. These men lived in Pulaski County
at the time of their interment or were very strongly connected to it by blood or marriage.

The details of these stories are in this chapter’s section, Community Climate.
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This is a summary of the news in print available to most residents of Pulaski County in 1945.
The primary news sources were two competing local weeklies that focused solely on local news,
except for government news related to farming. A nearby daily newspaper provided state,
national, and international news, including progress in the war. There was no internet, no
television, and minimal news on the radio and in movie theatres.

About two-thirds of the headlines were war news, evenly split between Europe and the South
Pacific. After the war ended, less than a tenth of the primary news was about postwar issues,
including Japanese politics and the atom bomb, and less than a fifth of the news was about
labor problems, i.e., strikes and threats of strikes.

International News
Victory in Europe (VE Day) [8 May 1945].

Victory over Japan (VJ Day) [2 September 1945].

National News

Beloved columnist Ernie Pyle was killed in the Pacific war zone after surviving the European war
zone.

FDR died [12 April 1945].

The draft was suspended for older men.

State News

The Indiana Department of Veterans Affairs was established.

The Kingsbury Ordnance Works closed.

There were only about 600 one-teacher schools, which were down from 4,500 in 1920.
Indiana soybean production grew to more than 25M bushels from nearly 14M bushels in 1940.

Tractors numbered over 105,000, up from about 73,000 in 1940. The state was finally starting to
recover from the shortages of essential farm equipment.

Local News
Markets

The agricultural market was about the same as last year.
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Thursday Markets

Quotations hereunder are secured
from dealers each Thursday morn-
ing, and are for that day only.
They should not be regarded as
guotations for any succeeding
day. as all markets are subject
to frequent change.

ORI e iy aisanibin $14.00
SOWS iinieciirrirenne - 913,40 down
HOEB . cooeeernsrniivine 5. $ 14,45 down
Soybeans, new, DU, "..vinacnnn - 2.04
(Possible 6¢ premium on beans)
NaWw Colni, NO. -8 o vrimniciivainis 1.05
Oats, No. 2, heavy test ... a0l
T BN bbb et 1.00
Wheat, soft red winter ... 1.62
Vg TR T B A e 1.62!
Buckwheat, per 100 ... 1.70|
BERS, Dor 408, i 35
Butterfat ... sl A8
Heavy Hens™s........ccovevcnviiinnee 224
Old ROOBESIR - oiciiivssafussomionies - o 18

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 26 Jul 1945: 8.
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* The Markets

Veal Calwes - ... .. $14.00 down
HORS oSl sy $14.45
O A R --~$13.40 down
Soybesns, bu. - - 0 o - 2.04
Bye: No, 2 . cr oo e 100
Wheat, soft red winfer .___ 1.62
Wheat, hard .0 ol - 1.62
New corn, No: .../ iz 1.05
fO&iS .................... 70
‘Buekwheat, ewt, __________ 1.70
HEPES,  pey  dez. s culi 2T i ek
Batterfat . oo iR St 48
2 (1 S e ot LAt 24
Old: Roosters- -7 - [nriiss 18

Winamac.(IN).Republican 26 Jul 1945: 8.

Page 6 of 256



1945: Mopping Up — Community Climate

Coal Shortage

Due to continued public use of higher-grade coal, coal supplies dropped early in 1945. The
decline in coal production in Germany drove worldwide demand for coal from other sources.
Fortunately, the shortage was short-lived.

Coal Shortage Hits ;

Community; sk Aid ; Acute e
| Coal Shortage
| Induces Star City Man |
' To Take from Car :
On Siding. 1

|  Thomas Depoy or Star City
iplpmlr—wl guilty to charges of petit
i lareeny in Justice Dennis Miller's
(court Monday and paid fine of $£1
':uml costs of 3$4. Charges were
| placed against him by William
i Strahle, detective for the Penn-
sylvania railroad, after Mr. Depoy
took a ton and a half of cgal from
a rallroad car on a siding at Star
 City. He also agreed to repay the
rallroad $£15 for the amount of coal
taken.

Though officlals did not recom-
mend making #his practice regu-
lar, they were Psympathetic with
Mr. Depoy. who stated that he
iwanted to buy coal but it was not
(available and that he took this
means of getting fuel for his!
home, :

The Coal Shortage
IS Real Here

Ever y effort has been made by the coal merchants

of Winamac to ¢ give residents of this community
an adequate supply of fuel.
To date, deliveries from the mines have not been

sufficient to supply the demand.

Jhe Jituation JIs Serious

If you have more than 10-days supply of coal on

hand, please do not place an order until your need
is urgent.
The Red Cross is assisting all dealers in allocating

the coal which reaches Winamac. No more than

one ton can be sp;:red to a customer.
Your co-operation is asked to save fuel
Help yourself and your neighbor by conserving

every lump of coal.

Von Tobel Lumber Co.
Co-Operative Elevator Co.
Pearson’s, Coal and Groceries
Farm Bureau Co-Op. Assn. Inc.

R R 5 T BT
Winamac.(IN).Republican 1 Feb 1945: 1&8.

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 1 Feb 1945: 1.
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| Federal As Agency

Orders Coal
;Shipped Here

|
i “Two carloads a day for the next
Ilvn days” was the promige issued
| at Indianapolis last

| when the critical coal shortage in

'\\ inamac was laid before offic

in the office of the Solik Fuels Ad-{

+ ministration for War.

|I||fmmed of the situation here,

that it would be necessary to form|
} When |

4 local distributing agency.
'lnrnrm.-d that this had .ﬂreulv

i been done by lormation of a com-

|lll|lll'P composed of town counc
| men and officers of the Red Cr
{the two-car-a-day order
| promptly.

week end;

Officials first stated, on being|

follow ml

Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

| " 'Loeal dealers have been inform-
‘ed that mines have already con-
signed conl to Winamac. It was
| gtated by the Indianapolis officials,
lin connection with the order, that
| federal regulations prohibit any
dealer from delivering coal to any
usLON who has more than a
| tive-day supply of any kind of fuel;
also from delivering more than a
| ton of coal to any home, or a sev.
en-day supply, whichever is the,
larger. |

The situation in Winamac bas
been eased during the past few
days by the arrival of a few cars
f counl, and dealers express the,
opinion that the SFAW order will
i provide fuel for all if due co-oper-
ation can be had. ]

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 8 Feb 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026

Coal Crisis

Eased Here
By SFAW

A promise of “two carloads of
coal a day for the next 10 days,”
beginning the first part of next
week, to relieve the critical coal
shortage for Winamac and the
surrounding community, was given

in Indianapolis Friday by the Solid

' Fuels Administration for War.

W. G. Stockton, director of the
Indiana SFAW office, issued a
directive ordering the “two car-
loads a day"” and already coal
dealers have been informed that,
coal has been shipped and is now
enroute,

Mr. Stockton issued the order
after he was informed that Wina-
mac coal yards were without a
lump of coal and that the town
board and Red Cross were working
together to provide fuel for fami-
lies without heat,

The SFAW official pointed out
that every dealer is probihited, by
federal order, from delivering any
coal to a consumer unless the con-
sumer has on hand less than a 5-
day supply of usable fuel of any|
kind. |

The federal directive also pro-|
hibits dealers from delivering mnre-
than a ton of coal to any home i in|
the community or a minintum of |
seven days' supply, wh:ch(‘Ver i
the larger.

The government order ulsn |
rected dealers that any emergency |
case referred to them should re-
ceive priority over all other de-
liveries.

Mr. Stockton pointed out that
these orders will remain in effect
until further notice.

Arrival of a few cars of coal in
Winamac during the past few days
helped ease the situation. The
Red Cross, through which all
emergency coal orders are being
cleared, reported that all local
dealers, including the Co-Opera-
tive Elevator Co., Farm Bureau
Co-Operative  Association, Ine.,
Pearson’s Coal and Groceries, and
Von Tobel Lumber Company, were
all cooperating to provide coal for
emergency cases.

All dealers were of the opinion
that SFAW order to send the coal
into Winamac will relieve the sit-
uation if the weather does not re-
main too severe.

Winamac.(IN).Republican 8 Feb 1945: 1.
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1945: Mopping Up — Community Climate

War Bonds

Every few months an appeal to buy more US War Bonds appeared, including after the war’s
end, when they were called, “Victory Bonds”.

lenmkcw!%

& Jircosrs mie us W@Eéfﬂw@m

p VO FIGHT THE JPS Y £
‘8295 | cmm——

USED To BOMB TOKYO
~ eAcH cosT #600,000 22 IN WAR BoNDS

$175,000 IS SPENT EVERY MINUTE!

$3,000 EACH SECOND! 35,000,000 GALLONS OF GASOLINE ARE

BEING SHIPPED OVERSEAS EVERY DAY!

ENOUGH TO RUN THE AVERAGE CAR
FOR THE NEXT 48,000 YEARS

EACH OF THE THOUSAND's of TANK DOZERS
USED TO LEVEL OFF LANDING FIELDS AND BUILD ROADS
COST APPROXIMATELY $67,41700

“ALLIGATORS"' uSED IN GREAT QUANTITIES IN THE PACIFIC
€OST $30,00000 EACH

THIS PAGE CONTRIBUTED TO THE WAR EFFORT BY THE FOLLOWING FIRMS:

W. M. Smith Coal Co. lnnum Lumber Co. Dr. Roy Kof! Foster’s Farniture Star Laundry & Cleaning Co. Made-Rite Bakery Inc.
Palumbo Distributing Co. Diana Shop Seybold Br, om Co. Elkhart Packing Co. Theai Miller's Women's Apparel
Busjahn’s Drug Stere . Ray's Creamery Viola's Dress Shop Citizens Coal Co. Geo. R. Murphy: Ins. Tax Exper! Logan Beanty
i Wi o = T e Fashion Sep Conat n-q"m (Focbne. & Mow Lo Beker Spociaty & supply Ca. ok I Shator Hardwood Co.
er o 1, ' .
Watts Bros Lowe and David J. F. Murdock & Co., Insuranc. Logunsport Elevator Co. Closses Siore Combs Shoe Store
The Folks Truck Market K. G. Schmidt Brewing Co ! Sunshine Cleaners H J. Bailey & Sons Stuart's Jewelry Store The Diner
Fasnacht's Jewelery Stare lee Delivery Service, Inc. Moblman's Jewelry Store Eehms Men's Wear 0. K. Store Farmers & Merchants State Bank
Indians Associsted Telephone Lo, The Heppo Co, Houl Merchandise Shop Greensfelder Brothers Irene’s Pantry Chronicle Printing Co.
Ermie’s Auto lnn Personnetic Auto Service Richardson's Cleaners Flanegin Hardware Co. Kain Motor Service, Ine. DeLuxs Pastry

This is an official U. 5. Treasury advertissment—prepared under auspices of Treastzy Department and War Advertising Council

Logansport.(IN).Pharos_Tribune 24 Feb 1945: 3.
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

We can't all go..

EMEMBER' this touching picture of a little
girl’s farewell to her war-bound daddy?
Appearing shortly after Pearl Harbor, it touched
the . hearts of millions of Americans and helped
to launch l,I_w. greatest voluntary savings program
in all history.
That girl is three years older today. In that
- time, our enemies ‘have been. pushed steadily
back toward their own frontiers . . . thanks in no
small measure to the overwhelming Ii_-_{g_ti of tanks,
ships, planes and guns that more than 85 million
‘Americans have poured ‘into the fight I‘.I:ruu-'lr
their purchases of War Bonds.

But her daddy is still at war—the fight goes

on—the money you've put into Bonds is still
. needed, just as it was after Pearl Harbor. KEPT
IN THE FIGHT—-KEPT IN WAR BONDS-—
I'T WILL (f]\]l\l':; TO WORK FOR VIC-

. hut we can all help'

BU} WAR BONDX

‘mind

=Bt Her Baddy's Still ia the

Bought Back in the Days of
Pearl Harbor are Still Needed
in the Fight, Too=for Viciery!

TORY—-AND FOR

For just as that litile
the War Bonds you bought three years ago, The
5100 Bond you paid 375 for then is already
worlth more than you [lil-i(l-—-iilill how swiftly the

"Ith.

virl has grown, so have

time has passed! In an-
other yearit will be worth
$80—at Maturity, $100.
Here’s money you'll nced
later—for education, re-
pairs, replacements, re-

Your O
War Bonp
15 the best

tirement — just as your
country needs it today.

mvestment
ntheworld
.&{‘f,‘ﬂ‘ It

.

8o let this picture re-
you—HOLD
TIGHT TO YOUR
BONDS!

I\EEP FAITH "“T“ BUR F[G“TERS-BM;; Wasr Bonds For Keeps

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 15 Mar 1945: 5.
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Fight, and the War Bonds Yon :

i
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Approximately $50,000 worth
of Series E War Bonds must be
purchased this weck by individuals
if Pulaski county is to go over the
top in the “Mighty Seventh” War
| Loan Drive, Clarence Long, coun-
|ty war finance chairman, said yes-
| terday.
| The county has gone over the
}tnp on all other drives, but addi-
‘linng;l E Bond purchases must be
imade if the record is to remain

|
| unbroken.

and Mrs. Clay DeHority of Ande
gon, nephew of Mr. and )
A. Nogle of near Winamac
crandson of William  White,
serving en & Marine training ship,
the U. S. 8. Marine Devil

1945: Mopping Up — Community Climate

Here is just a few of the na-
tion’s boys in serviee. Their pie-
fures make a seven. Let it re-
mind you of the “Mighty Seventh”
Loan Drive.

MM2-¢ Donald W. Roberts of Star
City:is shown at left, with several

Cpl. Fred Long of Monterey,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Roger Long,

hi‘s bL‘t‘)I ovenr more than two
and a half years and served as

shipmates at the U. S. Navy Land-
ing Boat school at New Orleans|
shortly before leaving on a Seventh!
War Bond tour to show n;)umlions!
to inland cities.

| 8-8gt. Jacoh
I'Mr. and Mrs. Jacob G.
{and husband of Jo Ann Wagner, i
san heie at the end of the w

r atiacks
i holds  the

}():Jk Leaf Clusters. He is a ball

;llll'i‘\.‘i Funer.

Winamac.(IN).Republican 28 Jun 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026

Wagner, son of

transportation dispatcher for an
engineer aviation unit in Italy un-
til the end of the war.

fter he had flown in many bomb-
inst Germany.. He
Medal with four

¥

©2026, Jim Phillips

Buy War Bonds
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1Ot BUY VICTORY BONBS |

o help fulbll ymm{n:rmhuﬁmﬂg
crop Wiﬂn?}ﬁu"m!*ﬂlﬂ money will be _ '
bﬂf‘m m hﬁnm.u |

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 29 Nov 1945: 2.
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Stateside Threats

1945: Mopping Up — Community Climate

In the last year of the war, the Japanese launched high-altitude balloons carrying firebombs.
Designed to cause forest fires as they drifted across the west coast of the US and Canada. The
only war fatalities on US soil occurred when five children and one adult were killed in Oregon
during a Sunday school picnic while tugging on a downed balloon.

AV GHLOAEN,
PISTOR' WFE
N EXPLOSION

Fishing Jaunt Proves
Fatal To Bly
Residents

Five children and a minister's
wife, all residents of Bly, were
killed Instantly by sn explosion
of unannounced cause while on
a flshing teip In the Gearbart
mountain area just inside Lake
county und about 65 miles from
Klamuth Falls.

One ol the members of the
party found an object, others
wanl to investigate, and the blast
followec.,

Killed

The dead:

Mra., Elllio M“'hl“' B\?'Irn ,ol
Rev. Arche_.,___r.l“'“‘hnl 0 v, who
ui-aa the lone survivor of ihe in
eldent.

Jlf Gifford, 12, son of Mr. and
Mrs. N. L. Gifford,

Eddie Engen. I:i son of Mr,
and Mrs, Einar Engen,

Sherman Shoemaker, 12, son
of Mr, and Mrs, J. L. Shoemaker.

Joan Patske, 11, and Dick
Patske, 13, son and daughter of
Mr, and Mrs. Frank Patzke,

Rev. and Mrs. Mitehell and
the five oun sters went out on
the um 1&_ ourney Saturda
mornin h fished in a creel
on the fn y creek road,

Find Object
Rey, Mitehell drove the car
l#.r a distance while the others
| walked in the woods, When the,
objenl was sighted, the, ullnd
to Rey, Mitehell, He left
car, wpronched ‘the group, ‘
whns about 40 feet away when hc|
elplollon oceurred,
but Mrs. Mitchell were
(Continued on Page Six)

FIVE GHILOREN,
PASTOR'S WIFE
[N EXPLOSION

(Continued From Page One)

killed i.nll.l.m.ly She died llmo-lt|
immediate

Two men “working_on & road |
grader nearby lldeﬁ Rey, Miich-|
ell in giving the alarm. The |
bodies were badly mangled.
They were removed first to
Lakeview

‘Sheriff Alds

Sherift Henry Cassiday of/

Lake countly aided in the in\ elll

Rev Mitchell is tor of the|
Christlan Alliance church at Bly.
Hw:lhn been there only a short

| gation

A mass funeral service for the
Pluke children, Eddie Engen
and Sherman Shoemaker will be
held at Klamath temple at 2
l:.lm. Wednesday with Rev, Dan-
e

B. Anderson In charge.

(Klamath.Falls.OR).Herald.and.News 7 May 1945: 1&6.

18 Jan 2026
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| chie Mitchell,

-

r1 ed school In Aldine.

Jap Balloon Kills

Kin of Starke
County Family |

Joan and Dick Patzke, chihlren‘
lof the former Mildred Shiveley ol']
California township, in Starke

B

v county, were two of five children .

and a preacher's wife killed May'
5 near Lakeview, Oregon, by a hlghi
explogive bomb which was part 0I|
the equipment of a fallen Japan-|
ese balloon. News of the ratallty;

{ was only recently released by the;

rar department. ;

i Joan spied the Japanese balloon

and called the other younsters,.
one of whom tugged at a piece ol

|j the balloon with the result that it/

The preacher, Rev, Ar-!
was the only sur-
vivior. .

Mrs, Patzke is a sister of Mrs.
Frank Cromey, who now lives in|
California township. She atttend-|
The Cromey"
family received a letter from the
Oregon folks last week. 1

exploded.

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 14 Jun 1945: 1.
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Bataan Death March

After the Bataan peninsula fell to the Japanese in April 1942, 75,000 American and Filipino
prisoners of war were forced-marched 60 miles in one week without food or water. Between

5,000 and 18,000 Filipinos and 500 to 650 Americans died from either exhaustion or murder by

guards. Two of Our Boys, Clarence and John, were on that 1942 March, which no one back

home knew about it until 1945.

CRUSH BATAAN ARM

AMERICAN AND FILIPINO
[FORCE OF 36,853 MEN IS
"OVERWHELMED BY JAPS

Weary Troops of General Jonathan Wainwright Who Have Been Subjecied fo Constant Assaults by Greai-
Iy Superior Japanese Forces Are Subdued on Philippines Peninsula Afler Gallan! Three-Months
Stand Which Parallels Baitle of Alamo for Sheer Courage and Gallaniry; Forfress of Corregidor,
Fort Drum, Fort Mills and Fort Mcinley in Manila Bay Sill Remain in American Hands.

WASHINGTON, April 20—(UP)—Thirty-six thousand American and Filipino troops,
exhausted by short rations, disease and lack of relief, were overwhelmed on Bataan Pen-
insula today by a fresh and numerically superior enemy.

Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson, who disclosed for the first time the number and
pﬂntﬁmm“hmﬂudmmmlbhhnthmdmmYuh
ndﬂllplnuwonldhhnchdth‘uh‘nhldmlﬂu—mﬂ.ﬂﬂmdu |

He said that every effort was being made to get as many of them as possible to Cor-
regidor and other fortresses that still hold out in Manila Bay. But it appeared
doubtful that any substantial number could be evacuated.

Stimson, who had just f d with President R told a
ﬂulhlddiﬁvnwtb-ll.s.-ﬂliphomcnMhhﬂthnwmmmmd-

refugees there,

tion of Manila. Their |
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presence made the food situation more critical and handicapped
’ ENEMY SMASHES THRU DEFENDERS

“Our troops, out-numbered, worn down by attack, exhausted by Insufficient rations
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Stimson said. Tere aa s national spic of valor.
“Qur defenses on Bataan have been overthrown. Corregidor Is still fighting. e wation through  President
'Am:ndwdd-umnmdmndm Roosevelt and Gen. Douglas Mac-
“There is nof but praise for the men who have so ably conducted an epic chapter ::‘}h:lrlh‘:-"ﬂ%%“m”
in the history of the Philippines.” Wil be Tewen when Amesican
‘As President Roosevelt and Gen. Douglas MacArthur before him, Stimson pledged | giriiing forces in the southwest
Mth'llnuedshm'mdwhhﬁth!'hﬂirﬂm!n-‘th.hplnivulnimb Pacific are ready. |
dependence to the Filipine people who has acquitted th 0 g in the hopes | """'"“"”""n'.'."'"
less fight. SN it had 4 Liewt,  Tight wis sanounced by the war

The secre that only ¥ |

Yoonthan M. W e T hilippines. commander, fhat he woulll]| ore o o it
leave to him any decisions to be made regarding the battle. I;:—.‘:mhll- m;l-u!
This was taken to mean that Mr. Roosevelt had empowered Wainwright with fall | e for mmuuuu:‘-w'

d army if ¥ to save further bloodshed and sac- was

authority to his
rifice that no longer could accomplish any purpose.
WAINWRIGHT AT FORT MILLS

)

" of his men

the fateful news |

“Full detalls are not avallable,
but this situation indicates the
probability that the defenses of
Bataan bave been overcome.”

‘Walnwright's men suffered hea-
vy losses di
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For three days the war depari-|
ment has reporied that Wain-
wright’s men suffered heavy cas-
ualties—and that meant large
numbers of men were paying with

{their lives for the defense of land

g iy ot ot

that they were yielding inch by
inch.
East Flank Crumbles
Finally Yamashita succeeded at
the task which drove his predeces-
Masaharu Homma, to
Homma reportedly took

| his life in the Manila hotel suite
| where MacArthur had lived prior
entr® | (1o withdrawal from Manila.

e |

Thege were no details about how
of the cast flank
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| American—

|dor will be easy for the Japanese
|to cross.

| But the loss of the Luron main-
land did not mean that it was ab-
andoned forever.

When MacArthur arrived in Aus-
tralfa March 17 to take command
of all “Allied forces in the south-
. he said:

A primary purpose of this Is
the relief of the Philippines. I
came through and 1 shall return.”

Two Weeks of Relentless Attacks

The main Japanese attack or
Bataan began about two weeks af-
| ter MacArthur left and turned over
the commond to Walnwright.

‘The Bataan defenders promised
| MacArthur they would bold out as
| long as possible and shortly there-
|after ignored a Japanese ultima-
tum for surrender on March 22.

Soon ihe Japanese commander,
Tomoyuki Yamshita, ‘began his
lopg anticipated The

offensive.

fury of that attack reached its
peak this week
hose few

and the story of
will go down in
ide other famou<
gainst overwhelming

The cost of Bataan peninsula 1o
the Japanese was greal. Yama-
shita for days has been pouring his
{troops into the fray without re-
|gard for casualties or the loss of
|equipment. Ever since the begin-
| ning of the battle, war department
have referred to en-

The supply org: ion was directed from Australia by Brig. Gen. Patrick E. Hur-
ley, former secretary of war in the Hoover cabinet and now mi-ig.hr to New Zealand.
The U. S-Filipino last d right's defense lines did not

36,853 por in
include the forces on Corregidor and other harfbor forts at
or scattered forces elsewhere on Luzon and other Philippine
ONE FULL REGIMENT ON SCENE

It was disclosed that there was only one complete regular U. S. army infantry
mlintth“lpplu-aIthmhuknllhom.mmlﬂuﬂMhthhx
The Philippine scout force—Philippine troops in the U. 8. army—numbered about
10,500. ' H
There were about 5,000 alr per-

sonnel in the Philippines. As the
Ame: lost their planes, owing | wemre sent to the Philippines, as
to the superfority of the Japansse |well as some mobile  artillerq.
in the alr, at least 2,000 and pos- lery proved a vital fac-
sibly more of these joined the de-|tor In proonging Lhe defenses and

jense forces e-carrying: in- |for a time apaprently was appre-
:anlry. i h_‘\ clably superior to the Japanese. |ja

Logansport.(IN).Pharos_Tribune 9 Apr 1942: 1&2.

the entrance of Manila Bay,
islands,

Last sumer two tank batalions| Figures on planes in the Philip-

pines wers mot available, but it

18 Jan 2026 ©2026

eny losses as “heavy.”

This week, however, the lone.
exhausting battle began to tell on
nwright's men. Continuous at-
by dive bombers, straling
ack planes, bombardment by
artillery and heavy bombers, and
|the repeated Japanese threats to
fiank the defenders by a sea-borna
invasion of the Manila Bay shore
finally exhausted the defenders’
| endurance.

, Jim Phillips

| the
_ took place, but it |
#8 he communiques for the last week |

was recalled that

bave repeatedly mentioned Japan- |

and marine contingents at beach

B defenses bad blasted such & sea”

borne invasion. |

The peak of the Japanese u-|
tack came yesterday when fresh
assault troops were rushed inta

bers harrassed Wainwright's rear |
and supply depots. |

The mnext phase of the battle
for control of Manila Bay will be
the battle for the island forts. The

at the entrance to the

ably will be able 10 keep the en-
emy at bay as long as amunition
bolds out.

But if the Japanese, after con-
solidating their successes on Ba-
taan, launch an all-out, 34-hour-a-
|day attack on these foriresses, the
|avallable ammunition may not last

|long.

The secretary told In some de-
tail of the efforts to relieve and
reinforce the defenders of Ba-
taan.

“As soon as Gen. Douglas Mac-

Arthur took up his post on Batasa
the utmost was done to emable
ships to carry In supplies as long
as possible, food and ammunition™
he sald.
, “These efforts were begun in
January, MacArthur's forces em-
tered Bataan between the 1st and |
Tth of January. By the 17th of |
January, United States army of-
ficers were arriving in Australia
to organize a base of supply and
try to break the blockade.

“The minister to New Zealand.
Patrick Hurley, was detached fre
New Zealand and told to take
every step possible to secure food,
ammunition and supplies.

“Large sums were paced at his
and General MacArthur's credit to
buy everything anywhere they
could Hurley was notsbly suc-
| cessful and secured several ships
of supplies which got to the Phil-
ipplaes. Part of thess supplies
were transported to Corregidos
and Bataan. But for every ship
that arrived we lost nearly two
ships."

Stimson said that owing to
these efforts. the defenders of
Bataan were never short of am-
munition for either small arms or
artillery.

However, our troops had been
on shert ration ce Jan. 11

Page 14 of 256
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Third Prison
Ship is Sunk;
800 Men Lost

Naval Lieotenant {s One of Two

Men Who Escaped From
Japanese Captors

WASHINGTON, Feb, 22—(UP)—
A navy officer today disclosed a
third sinking of a jam-packed
“Japanese prison ship, with a loss
of more than $00 Americans.
| The vessel was sunk Dee. 15 by
American planes which could not
distinguish it from a cargo ship.

In this case, however, the cargo |
was 1,600 Americans held in the

ship's holds at rifle point. Fewer
than halt survived.

In two previously-disclosed cas-

es allled submarines unknowing-
Iy sank two Japanese prison |

ships. The tirst such incident oc-

‘curred Sept. 7. when only 83 out|

of 75 Amerlcan prisoners aboard

the ship survived. On Oct.’ 24 an-|

‘other prison . ship carrying 1.800
Americans was sunk, with only
‘five known survivors..

| Brings Toll to 3,200

| Apparently upward cf 2,200 Am-
ericans perished- in  the three
tragic incidents of war.

| The story of the Dec. 15 sinking
| was related by Lt George K. Pet-
ritz. of Rockford, 1L, in a press
conference at the mnayvy <depart-
meént,  He sald he and an army
I private were ‘the only two out of
'the 1.600 priscners aboard who
gol away from the Japs.
I The 27-year-old lieutenant told
how bhe and the other prisoners
[ 'were stuffed into the ship’s small
| holds on Dec. 13, 1944, That nigat
!the vessel steamed quietly out of
| Manila harber.

| The next day., American planes
|| subjected the vessel to intermit-
| tent bombing attacks which caus-
|ed some casualties among the
| prisoners.
Jap Clvillans Escape

That night Japanese clvillans
| were taken ‘off the damaged craft.
|Bit a guard of Japunese soldiers
| stayed aboard and kept the pris-
' oners in the holds at rifle point.
The next mcrning—Dec. 15—the
' ship was bombed ugain., Fewer
{than 8§00 survivors got into the

| water and swam for shore, Petritz
sadd.

| He said most of those who lost
|their lives were prisoners unable
igt‘) get out of the hold before the
| ship ‘went down. 2y

| _“onditions aboard the vessel
| were frightful, the officer told
inewsmen. Half of the prisoners

[the vessel, which was less than

|the size of a’ regulatiin tennis
lcourt ang only as high as a man’s
[ head. ‘ s MO .
| Some of the Americans dled
| irvin: sulfocation in the short time
| they were abonrd the vessel, .

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 22 Feb 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026
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|'were put futo the after: hold of-

| Recognize Prisoner Son
In Magazine Picture :

The War Department has no-
tified Mr. and Mrs. Elmus Kline,
who moved this week from Marion
to Lawton, that no trace has been
found of thelr son Clarence, who
was taken prisoner by the Japs
with the fall of Corregidor. The
last they heard from him was in
! May, 1944, but they indentified
him as one of the men in the Cor-
regidor death march picture pub-
{lished in Time magazine, He en-
|listed in the Coast Guard while
working as a cowboy in Montana,
and was sent to the Philippines
{ about a year before the Pearl Har-
bor attack,

i ]

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 14 Jun 1945: 1.
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Father Learns

Of Son’s Death | "

In April, 1942

Pvt. John Shahk, Missing |

31, Years, Dies on

Bataan, War Dept. States ;

Bernard Shank of Pulaski re-
ceived word from the War Depart-
ment that his son, Pvt. John
Shank, had died on Bataan on
April 15, 1942, from exhaustion,
The young man has been listed
as missing in action since the fall
of Corregidor in May of that year,
and it was thought then that he
might have been taken prisoner.

This is the first word received by !

the father in three and a half
Years. S
;A graduate of Pulaski -high
school in 1939, John enlisted in the
Army M the spring of 1941. He
received his training for the sig-
nal corps in New Jersey and was
sgent to the Philippines in the sum-

recently been discharged from sers
vice—Carl, who served in North

Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

|

Dies on Bataan

PVT! JOH:+ 1. SHANK

" realize the great suspense yon
have endured during this unfor-
tunately long period and fow, the

| finality to those hopes which ‘you

have cherished for his safety.*Al-

.though little may be said or done

at this time to alleviate your grief,

wer- of 1941, Two bmﬂwrﬂ have | it is my fervent hope that later the

knowledge that he gave his life
for his codniry may be of sustain-
ing comfoft to you.

“l extend my profound sympathy

{in your bereavement.”

Africa, and Albin, who received i
his commisgion in the field in Eus |
rope.

The letter received by Mr, |
Shank reads, in part:

“It is with profound regret that
I confirm the recent telegram in-
forming you of the death of your
son, Pvt. John H. Shank, who was
previously reperted misging in ac-
tion in“the Philippine Islands from
the date of the surrender of Cor-
regidor, May 7, 1942. An official
message has now been received
which states that he died at Ba-
taan, P. I, on April 15, 1942, as
the result of exhaustion.

The letter was signed by Mal.
Gen. Edward F. Witsell, acting

‘ adjutant general

John was born June 20, 1821, and
grew up in the Pulaski vicinity.

| Surviving, besides the father and
| two brothers meationed, are an-

other brother, James of Pulaski,

| and a sister, Mrs. Carol Berger.

| Pulaski county's

This report makes Pvt. Shank
first war casual-
ty.

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 29 Nov 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026
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Son Lost on |

Jap Prison Shlp,
Parents Learn

Mr. and Mrs. Elmus Kline of
Lawton received a message Tues-
day informing them that their son
Clarence lost his life on December
15 in the sinking of a Japaneae
prison ship.

Clarence was taken prlsoner by
the Japs with the fall of Corregi-
dor. The parents last heard from
him in May of 1944, but they iden-
tified him as one of the men in a
death-march picture published in
a magazine a few weeks ago. The
message this week confirmed their
fears that he was a war vietim.
‘He was thirty-five years of age
last January 3.

A boyhood resident of this cnm-i
munity, Clarence went west as a |
young man and entered the Coaat|
Guard while working as a cowboy
in Montana. He was sent to the
Philippines two years before the
Pearl Harbor attack. During his
residence in Montana, he was mar-
ried to Miss Dorothy Westgard,
but she and a daughter preceded
him in death !

The parents moved from here to
Marion some years ago, but re-
cently purchased property at Law-
ton and moved back.

| |

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 26 Jul 1945: 1.
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Mr. and Mrs. Elmus Kline re-
ceived a telegram from the War
Department that their son, Pfec.'
Clarence Kline, was killed when a
Japanese boat, carrying prisoners,
was sunk on December 15, 1944.

Young Kline was made a pris-
oner of the Japs at the fall of
Corrigedor May 7, 1989. The
boat in which he was being trans-!
ferred bore no markings that it
carried prisoners of war and was
sunk by the U. S. Navy forces. |

The death was another in a,
series of tragedies that had marked
his life since enlisting at B:Ilmgs,;
Mont., Nov. 6, 1939. He arrived |
in the Philippines in December,.
1939. l

Married to Dorothv Westgard|
of Montana on April 12, 1935,
both his wife and a baby daughter
preceded him in death.

Winamac.(IN).Republican 26 Jul 1945: 1.
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Prisoners of War

At least 24 of Our Boys were German prisoners of war. Only two were identified as Japanese
prisoners of war, both on the Bataan Death March. John died during the March. Clarence died
of disease in 1944, although by newspaper account, he was assumed to have died by

“friendly fire” while aboard an unmarked Japanese prison ship.

'Missing Man Prisoner

Harold Meiser of Talma, for-
mer resident ol Monterey, is now
a prisoner of Germany. Early in
December his parents, Mr. and,
Mrs, Jogseph Meizer of Taima, re-
cejived word from the War Depart-

[

\ ——

-ment that he has be>n missing
csince November 25 alter a flight
Cover Austrilia, and they received

word of his eapture last week, He

~was a bomber pilot, based in Italy. ]

Pulaskl County.(IN).Democrat 25 Jan 1945: 1.

o !

Mr, and Mrs. Roy Bowersox ol
Leiters Ford have recelved word
that their son, Pvt. Herbert H.
Bowersox, is a prisoner of Germany.
Twenty-seven years old, Pvt, Bow-
ersox graduated from Leiters Ford
high school and is well known in
Monterey.

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 12 Apr 1945: 1.

Mr. and Mrs, Oliver Clemensg ol
i Culver have received a telezram
(from the War Department
their son James is a prisoner of
Germany. He had been reported
missing in December. He is well
known in the Monterey vicinity.
' =
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 19 Apr 1945: 1.

roar
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PFC Deverle Clawson, who u‘as‘

Hear of Sohs) | exteesprtkoner.-at: ihé samvniiine,

| hberatlon

From Prisons

i Sgt. Edward Nielsen and |
i PFC Verne Hettinger

!'h as returned to the home of ht-&
| parents, Mr. and Mrs. 0. W. Claw-

;son of the Medaryville \:(lnnv‘
| He was reported missing in Africa!
on February 17, 1943, Three;
| months later his parents were no-
! tified that he was a prisoner in
| Germany. = i

t Mr. and Mrs. Bﬂt Hettinger of!
! Star City received word ‘vuunhy
Ithmush the Red Cross that their|
tson, PFC Verne Hettinger, had|

! Freed from Nazi Cnmps Ebpen released from a prison camp!

i 8/Sgt. Edward Nielsen, prixmwrv“ ay home.

iof Germany for more than two,
'yeara, has been liberated. This
¢ information came in a cablegram
‘received Sunday by his xyarenh
|\11 and Mrs. N. R. Nielsen of Cass
i township.

! Sgi. Nielsen was first reported
| missing in February of 1943, and
.in May of that year his parents
{ were notified that he was a prison-
jer. In the armored division, he had
taken part in the North African
Icaun]mign. The young man gradu-

|uwll from North Judson high

in Germany and is probably on llisi
His wife, the former!
" Miss Iva Morris, and their two;
daughters live with her parents at|
Buffalo. |
PFC Hettinger served in the in-|
fantry and was first reported
missing on November 19. His par-
ents received that word early ln
December. The latter part of
March they received a card from:
him telling them he was a prisoner. |
The young man entered service|
January 5, 1944, and wern) overseas |
last August, serving in England,:
France, Belgium and Germany,

{school in. 1935 and entered the

E;\rmy in January, 1941,

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 24 May 1945: 1.
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| Mr. and Ms. Joseph Meiser of
Men e ease Tulizi, formerly ol Monterey, re-
ved word through the Red

@ 3“4“.“3 that their son had been lib-

lerated  from a German prison

From Prlsons !--:mun. A pilot, based in Ialy, Lt.
‘.\h-i:u-r was taken captive last No-

l\u-mljz-:' when his plane whs shot

In Germany =

l Pyvt, James Muskelly, son of Mr,

s £ land Mra. J. M. Muskelly of Mem-

Messages °f leeraho“ ‘phis. Tenn., and a nephew of Mrs.
Received by Soldiers’ 'Frank Budd of Winamae, has been
Relatives in Counl libernted from a German prison
y | camp. Listed as missing last De-

Mrs. Virgie Alkire of l"l:llh'l’n‘hH.'."“?DI‘I‘ tlie ill'.“wa.‘: ll.mi)"l ’l'lr"‘"‘_“"[
ville received a telegram Monday | gueis SN BRI S
{from the War Department stating | pria0n gL

lthat her son, T/Sgt. Max C. Al-| Ay Joe Meyver of Pulaski res
¢ Kire. has been liberated from a|ogjved word this week that her
iGerman prison camp and was all | ¢ Ravmond V. Evans, has ae-

tright. Crew chief and wirrét gon- | qeeq jn Florida after having been
Lner on a B-1T, Be wis shot dOWN | jjuepated from a German prison
| November 25 while on a raid over | o0 g
!(;--rm:my. Two days before he had ‘ Sentember of 1913
written his mother that his crew |

i had completed their 100th mission, | S/ Sgt. Forrest Goble, son of the
H = Vlate Lee Goble of Beaver township
I Mroand Mrs. W. E. Taylor m‘} I Lillie Goble of Hammond,
Cass township received word from o home on furlough. He was
i:h.- war department that their son, | red by the Germans in Bel-
|

¢ wax laken prisoner In
in North Africa.

Cpl.  Keith  Taylor, had _l""'_“\umm in December, 1941, and was

ince April 25. | recently liberated,

eceived a letter =

flrom their s saving that he hzul’ Pyvi. Lawrence Hershman of Me-

i been aope of the Germans for | daryville, missing lor over two

la rew days and had been libers | yvears, has been a prisoner of war

fated by U. 8. forces, | in Germany, according to word re-

| = ceeived by home relatives. He has
Mr. and Mres. John Reutebuen | -

| missing in
!I.uv they la

I H i i i now  been liberated and iz all
of Yulaski  received a telegram |

| \ right.

| Monday that their son, PFC Wil- '

Tham Re Jiberated

‘1.‘;. the R s M a German
' prison e as  reported
11 s cember and his par-
:--m-’ received o letter from him
Pim April that he was a prisonery
{He ds now back with his unit.

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 31 May 1945: 1.
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Freed Prisoners Home - i 4

T/Sgt. Max Alkire, the only
' Francesville serviceman to bave
'been taken prisoner by the Ger-
‘mans, reached home Wednesday
‘and s visiting his mother, Mrs.
‘Virgle Alkire. Held in prison camp
No. 4, he was liberated eariy in
May by the English. A gunner on
a B-17, Sgt. Alkire was shot down
last November over Aachen and
during his captivity was forced
to march 1500 miles. He lost con-
siderable weight, but is in good
physical condition although weigh-
ing only 120 pounds.

Sgt. Raymond V. Evans arrived
last week to spend a furlough with |
his mother, Mrs. Joe Myer of the
Pulaski vicinity. Taken prisoner
by the Germans in 1943, he was
recently liberated and returned to
the States,

] :

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 7 Jun 1945: 1.
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Death of FDR

Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

As far as the Greatest Generation thought, FDR had been President “forever”. His death came
as an unexpected blow, but the country “soldiered on”. There was no acknowledgement in the

Republican.

ing peace.

just as surely as every G. L,
fallen in battle.

Never before had an American™
President died in wartime. Abra-
ham Lincoln fell under Assassin
Eooth’s bullet just five days after
the surrender of General Lee's army
at Appomatiox in 1865, Woodrow
Wilson lived to see victory over
Germany in World War I, but he
fought a losing baitle for the
League of Nations and died early
in 1923, a defeated leader. Many
historians believe Lincoln's great.
ness might have been dimmed in
the conflicts over reconsiruction
that followed the War Between the
States, just as Wilson's prestige
was lost in the conflict over the
league that followed World War L
Thus Franklin Roosevelt, dying at
the helght of his career just as vie:
tory was to be achieved over Ger-
many, seemed likely 1o live in his-

tory as a great man, i

18 Jan 2026

Entire Nation Mourns Death
Of Franklin
Vast Tasks

D. Roosevelt;
Face Truman

FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT
JANUARY 30, 1882—APRIL 12, 1845,

term.

AS THE guns of America’s fighting forces sounded ever
closer the doom of Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan,
Franklin Delano Roosevelt died in Warm Springs, Georgia,
where he had been resting for 10 days.

Death resulted from a cerebral hemorrhage at 4:35 p. m.
on April 12. Mr. Roosevelt was 63. He had been President
for 12 years, one month and nine days. The White House was
announced as the site of the funeral, with interment at the
family estate at Hyde Park, N. Y.

Less than four months had elapsed since he had taken his
historic oath of office for a fou:
before he had returned from the Yalta conference where in
company with Marshal Stalin of Russia and Prime Mi
Churchill of Great Britain he had labored to build an endur-

a few weeks

ister

Fate denied Franklin Roosevelt the chance to enjoy the
fruits of victory over the Axis. Yet history seemed destined
to enshrine him as one of the immortal American Presidents.
And every citizen who mourned the untimely passing of the
Commander-in-Chief felt that he was a casualty of the war

Marine and Sailor who had

Unlike the “log-cabin™ presidents,
Franklin Delano Rocsevelt o
born inte poverty. When Franklin
arrived at Hyde Park, N. Y. on
January 30, 1882, he came into a
family that had possessed wealth
for many generations. The Roose-
wells had been thrilly land-owners
In the Hudson valley since the first
of the family came over from Hol-
Jond. On his mother's side also
there was a substantial fortune.
Among his ancesiors were mai
anza who had served the stal
various capacities.

Young Franklin attended the very
fashionable

school, from which he was gradu-
. (CONTINUED ON PAGE SIXj

President’s Life |
Was Characterized
By Vigorous Action

(JONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

ated in 1 07. Two years earliar,|
however, he married his 31:&!1
cousin,  Anna Eleanor Roosevelt. |
Eleanor was a niece of Theodore |
Roosevelt, at that time in the White

After two yeals of legal prac-
Franklin tics,

entered polif
running on the Democratio

career
reform movements, opposing
the powerful Tammany organi-
zation in the statehouse. He was
re-elected in 1912, by which
tlme he had become a leader of
the antl-Tammany faction.

‘Woodrow Wilson appointed Roose-
velt assistant secretary of the
navy. When World War I broke out
Roosevelt proved himself an effi-
clent administrator, handling bil-
lions of dollars’ worth of contracts
for ships and supplies. He served in
this post throughout the war.

Ran for Vice President.

In 1820 the Democratic national
convention chose him as running
mate for James Cox. While cam-
paigning for the vice presidency
Roosevell made many acquaint-
ances valuable In later political
life. Cox being defeated, F.D.R.
returned to legal practice.

The following year the great
tragedy of his life struck him—
infantile paralysis. The big,
strong young man became &
bedridden Invalid. For months
he lay without ambition, almost
without hope. Slowly his pow-
erful will took command, how-
ever, and by persistence he
partlally regained the use of
his muscles. It was during his

at Warm Springs,

As the American peocple fro
Main Street to Riverside Driy
mourned the death of Frankl
Roosevelt, their prayers went 1
for his successor, Harry S. Truma
For on the shoulders of this sligh
gray, 60-year-old Missourlan hi
been laid & responsibility such |
no American President had ev
‘borne.

What the consequences of the
President's death would be fo
the United States and the
world, time alone would tell.
But as Americans recovered
from their first shock al the
news, they quickly determined
two things. The war must be
prosecuted o as speedy and
viclorious a finish as possil
Lasting peace must be estab-
lished.

Ga., that he determined to do

what he could fo eradicate the

scourge that had almost ruined
him. The “March of Dimes”
campaign was the result.

At the Democratic conventions of
1924’ and 1928, he aligned himself
with the group supporting Alfred
E. Smith, New York's governor.
‘When Smith was nominated in 1028,
Roosevelt ran for governor of his
state and was elected. At the end
of his two-year term he was again
elected, this time by the greatest
majority ever given to a New York
governor,

As governor he continued the re-
form, and improvement policies of
his predecessor Smith. His achieve-
ments attracted natlonwide atten-
tion. As the depression that began
late in 1020 deepened, his efforis
to control the mounting business
failures, unemployment and dis-
tress in his state revealed his abili-
ties as a vigorous leader in grave
times.

Swept in as Presldent.

When the national convention
met in Chicago in 1932 Roosevelt
was quickly chosen. He was swept
into office by a plurality of seven
million votes, carrying 42 states.
Both houses went Democratic.

Before he could take office
a wave of bank failures threat-
ened the whele economic struc-
ture. The famous “bank mora-
torlum’ order, one of Roose-
velt's first official acts, closed
until they could be re-

on a sounder basis,
thus preventing disastrous runs.
In the spring of 1932 came the
repeal of the 18th, or prohibl-
tlon amendment. en came
the National Industrial Recov-
ery Act, or “NRA,” under
‘which extensive emergency pow-
ers were granted to the Presi-
dent. A series of public works
were authorized to combat un-
employment, together with
huge appropriations for direct
reliel,

The numerous executive and leg-
islative acts of this first term were

The New Pilot

[

HARRY §. TRUMAN
33rd PRESIDENT OF U. 8.

The new President faces the im-
mediate task of directing American
participation in the United Nations'

for a

approved in general as
in the face of widespread suffer-
ing. A phrase from one of tne
President’s speeches, “a new deal,”
developed into a title for the whole
\tw-vdt program.
1In 1836 the convention In Phil-
adelphls nominated Roosevelt
by acclamation on the first bal-
lot. He carrled 46 states in the

world
organization. He likewise faces the
responsibility of establishing work-
ing relations with other members
of the Big Three, so that the per-
sonal cooperation which existed be-
tween Franklin D. Roosevelt, Josef
Stalin and Winston Churchill in
leading the Allies toward victory
may be maintained in helping win
the peace. He faces the long-range
job of guiding the nation to postwar

people.” During
term a great number of mea-
sures were passed to increase
the economic securily of the in~
dividual, particularly the werk-
ers, farmers and small busi-
bessmen.

~ Throughout his career as Presl-

‘That title was first conferred in 1932
‘when he flew out to Chicago from

Albany, N. Y., to address the Demo- |

eratic convention that

methods of transacting business.
But it reached a climax in his de-

©2026, Jim Phillips

once Nazi Ger-
many and Japan are finally defeated. |

Known as a plain, modest
man who has net dramatized
himself personally, sident
Truman neverthel s dem-
onstrated on -many occaslons
that he can be a leader of force
and defermination. His work as
chairman of the Truman com-
mittee in the U. S. senale in-
vestigating the conduct of the
war is cited as an example of
this. And his conduct of the
Vice Presidency has shown that
he can work successfully with
political leaders of both parties
in getiing needed measures
passed and in reconciling op-
posing points of view.

The 33rd President was born in |
Lamar, Mo., May 8, 1884, although
the home of the family for four
generations had been on a farm
near Independence, Mo,

Served in World War L
When World War 1 broke out,

Truman became caplain of Bai-

tery D in the field artillery of

the 35th Division and saw aec-
tion at St. Mihiel and in the

Meuse-Argonne offensive.

Back in Independence, Truman
and a war buddy opened m haber- |
dashery business. He married his
boyhood sweetheart, Bess Wallace,
and they have one daughter, Mary
Margaret.

Truman later turned to politics
for a career, which started with his
election as County Judge of Jack-
son county, Mo. In 1926 he became
the presiding judge of Jackson
county, with the endorsement of
Tom Pendergast, political boss of
Kansas City. He studied law at
night and supervised the construe-
tion of a great highway system.

(Resolution prepared and

Franklin ),

McDowell at Community Memorial Services

Roosenelt |

presented by Harry W.

+ nation of all war. But it has been willed otherwise.

in Winamac on Saturday, April 14.)

Franklin Delano Roosevelt is dead. Mortal as hé was,
he has gone the way of all mankind. That is God's im-
mutable law,

Sudden death is ever a shock. But there fs in this
death something more than mere shock. In the midst of
the greatest holocaust of death and. destruction the
world has yet seen, this sudden passing has blotted out
for the moment all other tragic events.

This man. in life, more than any other mere mortal,
exemplified to all the people of this. earth the liberty
and justice he so valiantly sought for them. No other
mortal has received while living such loyal and con-
tinued support and acclaim from his own and other na-
tions. Most men must die to be appraised. This man
might well be content with the repeated appraisal ac-
corded him while yet living.

Physical affliction ofttimes hardens men's minds and
sensibilities. Under such circumstances many have re-
sented and refused to recognize or to accept the great
truth that life and health and strength are God's gifts to
man, and that He is omnipotent. This man who has gone
from us had the spiritual sirength to accept his physi-
cal infirmity 25 a test of his faith in his Creator. He
arose from a living death to fulffll his mission in life.
No more outstanding example of physical and mental
courage and enduring faith can be found in annals of
life here or elsewhere,

Did he accomplish his full mission? Volumes may and
probably will be writtén on that query. And all of it
will be wasted effort. Only He alone who first gave, then
halted, then prolonged this remarkable life ean supply
the answer.

To us who remain to do all things humanly possible
to achieve the goals he sought, it would seem that n
eruel fate has here intervened: that he could not justly
be called until he had seen, ar least, the victory over
oppression for which he has given his whole atrength:
that he might well have been permitted ‘o read. per-
chance, to sign some protocol that shall spell the termi-
He
has been called. His tongue and pen are mute. His works
and labors are ended.

To America and to the world he stands to-day

“Like some tall cliff that )ifts its mighty form:
Swells from the vale and midway meets the storm:
ough round its breast the rolling clouds way

8 3
Eternal sunshine settles on its head”™

May the Great God who gave him to us and to the
warld and spared him for a little while grant that the
world i and security he so devoutly soughi and
to pass; and that his

died in striving for may come
courage and hope and faith shall live after him as his
epitaph and as an inspiration to all men everywhare.
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USS Winamac

Winamac shared an indigenous namesake with the USS Winamac.

1945: Mopping Up — Community Climate

USS Winamac (YTB-394) (Collection of the U.S. Naval Institute)

- photos.usni.org/content/443126jpg

A new 325-ton, dual-purpose fire
boat, the USS Winamac, that fea-
tures two new fire fighting inven-
tions, has just reported for service
{at the Naval drydocks on Termi-
nal Island, Calif., according to a
report to The Democrat from Lt
John Barker of San Fransisco. Lt
Barker is in the public relations
press section of the Twelfth Naval
| District, and said that ships of
| this class are named after Indian
| chiefs.

Capable of producing 3,000 gal-
lons of water per minute at the
|scene of any walterfront fire, the

Winamac is also rigged as a tug|

yand will give added fire protection
by towing any flamestricken ves-
sel away from the drydock plers
where other units of the fleet await
repairs.

The new fire fighting devices are
the inventions of August H. Ben-
son, former Los Angeles fire de-
partment captain and now Fire
Prevention Engineer at the dry-
docks. -

Best of the new improvements
is a three-way manifold, which en-
ables three 2%-inch discharge
lines to be supplied by one 3%-
inch supply line taken from the
ship's fire pumps. This triples the
distrubution of water at the scene
iar the [fire,

Fire Boat in Pacific Waters Named
After Gallant Old Chief Winamac

In addition, Benson has rigged
six rail standees, equipped with
universal joints, which take care
of the back pressure at the noz-
zle. This device saves manpower.
by enabling one man to handle a
nozzle and hose that ordinarily
would require six men to hold.
Rigged on the guarter railing of
the fire boat, they are ideal for
fighting fires on or underneath
plers. e
The seventeen-man crew, in!
charge of Chiel Boatswain’s Mate |
Howard W. Crosby of Long Beach, |
Calif., drills daily in the" use of|
the two portable fire pumps, each!
capable of producing 500 gallons |
of water per minute; foam pro-
portioners that generate a thick
covering of foam to smother oil
and gasoline fires; the operation!
of two high-pressure monitors ca-
pable of shooting a stream of water
more than 100 feet; and the rapid
coupling of more than 1100 feet
of fire hose.

When not in use as a fire boat,
the Winamac will be used as an
auxiliary tug to dock fleet unifs at
the drydocks. She was construe-
ted at Jacksonville, Fla., last year
and since November has been in
service at the Navy Target Re-
pair Base, San Pedro.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 May 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026
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V-E Day and V-J Day!

Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

While the distant daily newspapers had headlines and special editions about the end of war in
Europe and with Japan, the local Democrat and Republican were more restrained.

V-E Day Is

President Tells
Nation of Total
Nazi Surrender

A community devotional service
was held in the Preshyterian ehurch
Tuesday evening, following formal
announcement that morning by
President Truman of ; Germany's
unconditional surrender.

The Rev. R. W. Crosgby of the

R. Barle of the Methodist church,
and the Rev, Donald Ashton of the
Christian church were in charge

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 1

18 Jan 2026

Presbyteriani church, the Rev. C.'

Home Folks Calm as

Announced

of the service. Music was rendered

by a combined choir of the Wina-

| mae and Pulaski  Presbyterian

churches

| In making his announcement by
radio, the President’ told the coun

try that the war was only half over

and warned the Japanese that they

can expect nothing but complefe

deéstruction unless they too sur

render

Mr. Truman proclaimed the end

of the war in what he called a

“solemn but a glorioug hour,” and

called on the nation to pray for
strength to bring about the end|
“of treacherous tyranny of the Jap-
mnese.’ '

Winamac citizens conducted no
célebration of V-'E Day, due to the
serious problem yetl to be taced in
the Pacifle. »

0 May 1945: 1.

©2026, Jim Phillips

‘Europe ‘Victory

'Heard Calmly

Pulaski ecunty took the end of
the war in Europe calmly and
ireverently this week. When the!
first radio flash came Monday,
small groups gathered around
iradios downtown to hear the news
;85 it progressed.

i When it became apparent that
the news would be made officiall
i the next day, the groups dispersed |
to go about their business.

i A unjon thanksgiving service
;was held Tuesday night in the
i Presbyterian chureh sponsored by
‘the Presbyterian, Methodist and
: Christian charches.

! Services have been scheduled
iihrough the week by the Catholic
!church which also held services
! Tuesday night.

! Services were also held at St.
i Luke’s Lutheran ‘church in Win.
lamae. and St. Mark's church in
 Medaryville on Tuesday night.

{  Special services are planned in
{all churches Sunday in accordance

i with President Truman’s procla-
{ mation,

v

i .
Winamac.(IN).Republican 10 May 1945: 1.
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1945: Mopping Up — Community Climate

Union Prayer Service,

'Evening of .'Japs Quit;

Days of Suspense.

Prayer, Noise
And Parades

ari ad the fio 1s 1 th
b B o flashed the

s message followed o v
ce e he days ago in which.the un
: elght o'clock e proposed to a

Surrender Is

news flash
stating t

boome
learned
on g & fficial announce
‘ caus olficial unn Monday of Tuesday pass
1 Truma re t

ed without
confer

ssage re-
Hirohito
government, in
ruler pledg
surrender on the terms la
by the Big Th

from
gh the Sw
which the Japane

1 dowr

conference at

i Postdam.
i g
g 1
month o1
twenty-six be called
Yesterday OPA anndunced
end to g o
A este ¥ cele withd w canned
lay for w n oil and oil stove

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 16 Aug 1945: 1.

Town Is Wild
As War Halts
|

A joyous whooping crowd of

milled into Winamac streets Tus
dny night to celobrate the end of |
the greatest of all wars. i

Word of the peace spread quick
Iy and shortly after 6 o'elock busi-
ness houses which were open close
s peaple began to drift down
town.

The court house tower rocked,
with blasts from the wailing fire|
siren, Evidently someone had been |
saving firecrackers for_the occa-
sion because soon they” began to|
pop around the court house square. |

The fire department rolled out |
the truck and with siren proelaim.
ingz the vietory headed a parnde of
nearly 100 cars filled with happy
people whe drove up and down the |
town's streets, waving flags, toot-
ingz horns and making all the nois

A

toure,
i

to

persons  went to i
where thanksgiving  and
services were held.

Someone climbed into the court|
house tower and bega ringing
the bell of the clock. Hearing this, |
turned on the fire
me wwer,

County «
which op:

A group of

county Kids and grownups| i some soldiers home on fur
om babies to 90. ughs, draped a huge flag over

the side of the court heuse roof
and turs

fiers from the Baker United Shows
square and
started in the state
highway while traffic waited or de.
4 around,
arlier, passing motoviste were
stopped in the
shaking hands with
the erowd of people, were allowed
38 o

brought

Many soldiers and sailo
t leaves and furloughs, grabbed
nd

tion finally

ng men, includ-

ed lights on it.
vietory
the

bonfire wae started
southeas

o cormer of the
© and the flames leaped high |
I was thrown on the hurning
rubbish,

Meanwhile a truek w

started
le avound the I

ht s the eclebra-
itself ot |
All business places were elosed
blossomed  forth

it

“ommunity Fair
a horse show.

h ampli-

! after
embers of

hor:

nd im-

Winamae

et s

Winamac.(IN).Republican 16 Aug 1945: 1.
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‘Peace-It's Wonderful’, Say Crowds|1918 Peace
A Hot One ::
Paper Says -

How did Pulaski county cele-
‘brate the peace back in Nover
ber, 10187
Well, here is the answer, taken
from the files of The
Republican of November 14,1918

Never hag this generation wit-
nessed the seenes that will
November 11,
tory-as the most joyous d
the history of the world. D
businesk men
throwing away th
less abandon,
cereamed themselves
dest young women hugzed
strangers, and the kids—say it was ©
the 4th of Jul

ween and

Winamae

put
n his-

Indies

, mo-
total

days in  dragc
onc grand and glorious celebra- wh

s When Tuesday’s same busi
i just be- méople came down to work the
the streets looked as if the world war
good had been fought out on our square,
% kids of
mac had seeured horns

In Winamac all within a ra
mile were awaki
by il

unfurldd to
school children. From the t

Following the schoal children
was Unele Sam driving the hear
Il Hohenzolleran, arch-

and  Ex-Kaiger in

ppearance.  Auto after
lowed. gayly decorated,
celebrators tootin horns
The procession went
1 of town to the other

ng the band started
a concert on Market stfect and
an hon aft
mpd
ation of Wi

« country. The

r hoars filled

neek
ching in
roduce some kind of a
£ tubs. eans, boilers,
not hehind them on the b
t.

ctre

Telephone wires shot to picces,
gun wads. cartridges and shells
were seaitered in utter profusion
However there heing no casualties
not even Riley complained as he
heaped load after lond in his Irich

flag
eeze headed the
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

VFW

Even before victory over Japan was won, the Veterans of Foreign Wars was being organized in

Pulaski County, and a building was leased.

V. F. W. TO ORGANIZE

Veterans of Foreign Wars unit
| will be organized in Pulaski coun-|
ty at a meeting to be held at 8:
o'clock Friday night, May 18, in|
the Frain Hotel Dining room. Iti
is hoped to form a unit at that'
time and apply for a charter from
national headquarters. All war
veterans who have served overseas
are eligible. E

Winamac.(IN).Republican 17 May 1945: 1.

Public Installation
Winamac Post V.F.W.

High School Gym Sunday, July 1

Parents, wives, relatives of boys overseas welcome.
Make your boy a charter member now.

V.F. W. Me!nbenhip Application
FOR BOYS NOW | NAME !

OVERSEAS
5 RELATIVE .
ADDRESS

If you cannot attend the meeting, mail this coupon to
Charles Myers, R. R. 4, Winamac, Ind.

Winamac.(IN).Republican 21 Jun 1945: 5.

18 Jan 2026
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" --NOTICE--

OVERSEAS VETERANS OF ALL WARS

E To become charter membe¥ of Pfost-Jones Post. No.
: 1728, a membership card must be filled out with us E
£ before October 20, 1945. See us any evening in §
# office, formerly occupied by Keeler barber shop, §
E next to News Stand, or mail to Veterans of Foreign §
' Wars, Winamac, Ind.’ We cordially invite you. i

DON DAVIS, Ad]
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 4 Oct 1945: 8.

! V. F. W. GETS au:wmc

A lease was completed this week

whereby the Pfost-Jones Post, Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars will have’
new quarters in the property owned

by William A. Logan just across the

bridge on State Road 14, at the East

edge of Winamac. The VEW will

take possession Saturday with a
three year lease and the privilege

of renewing for three years, Plans

call for complete remodeling of the

building as soon as materials are

available, Mr. Logan said.

Winamac.(IN).Republican 13 Dec 1945: 5.
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1945: Mopping Up — Community Climate

Recycling

Even with Victory won, fats were still needed for industry. The reward for recycling fats rose to
4 “red points”, which could be used as meat was still rationed until November 1945.

NOW X POINTS
FOR USED FATS

Help Increase Supplies of Soap and
Other Peacetime Products By Saving
More Used Fats

Industrial fats far short of last year! We are almost down to the bottom of
the barrel. The nation’s industrial fat supply is millions of pounds less
than it was in 1944. We need fully as much as last year to help make the
soaps and other civilian goods you want and need so badly. Sa. ..

If you want more s0ap and soap flakes...if- a8

)
o
you're dreaming of nylons, sheets, cotton fabrics i 1
and want them to hurry back to the store g
counters . .. you can help by saving those used f ‘
kitchen fats as you never saved before! Save 1&;‘&
B —

every drop, every day! % =,

These fats are vitally necessary to help speed
greater supplies of soaps and hundreds of other
things—like new cars, electric washers, irons,
refrigerators and tires. Industry must have
these fats . ..to help get to you more quickly

the peacetime products you've been longing to
have for years! .

So skim and scrape and scoop just as you did
so faithfully before V-J Day. To prove how
important it is, your government has in-
creased the point bonus. So help meet this
nation’s need by continuing to save used
fats. If you can't find a store that accepts
used fats, call Home Demonstration or
County Agent.

s

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 11 Oct 1945: 5.
Winamac.(IN).Republican 11 Oct 1945: 6.
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Death Camps

Although the Logansport Pharos-Tribune carried almost 20 articles and photographs about the
death camps discovered, the atrocities were only mentioned in one soldier’s letter in local

weeklies.

\
j RUSSIANS DELIVERED FROM HORI!OI!S OF OSWIENCIM

THOUSANDS OF MARTYRS have been saved at Oswiencim, Nazi prisonsr of war camp, by the h:n‘lln

Red Army. The surviving captives present a frightful sight, as is evidenced in the above radiophoto.
They are exhausted to an extent that it is impossible to determine their age. Capt. A. Fralkin of the
Boviet Army's medical service examines Engineer Rudolf Scnerm, abave, following his release from
the horror camp. . (Iateraational Soundphate)

Logansport.(IN).Pharos_Tribune 8 Mar 1945: 8.

18 Jan 2026
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BODIES FOUND BY YANKS CAPTURING NAZI CAMP [

g weee

MAJ, JONN R. SCOTTI, of Brooklyn, Fourth Armored division medical officer, inspects the naked bod-
les a3 they were found In the concentration camp at Ohrdruf, Germany,  Whlch veas ewervun by Lt
George S. Patton's Third Arm; units. Army Sigual Corpa

Logansport.(IN).Pharos_Tribune 12Apr 1945 1.
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The hell of a German Concen-
tration camp, where murdered nak-
ed and decaying bodies of politi-
cal prisoners and slave laborers
of the Nazis were stacked like
cordwood, is deseribed by Lt. Col.
Harold J. Halleck in a letter re-
ceived ti’is week written after he
had visited the scenes of horror.

“I have seen with my own cyc:.‘!f

a sight that proves beyond any

doubt that the atrocities we have |/

keard the Germans committed are

true to the Nth degree.”” Col. Hal- |

leck wrote,

“In the yard of the camp were
about 20 starved and dead
dressed in prison garb. All were

lay there where they had been
shot while herded together. Many
of them would weigh 50 pounds.

“In a small building near were
some naked bodies of men who had
died of starvation, and they were
stacked up exactly as cord wood
is stacked. There was also a con-
traption similar tg' a guillotine
where they weére’ strapped and
beaten with a club. The stables
they were forced to live in were
lined with strawticks on the ce-
ment floor, and they slept there
crowded in with more than 200
in each stable.

“About a mile from the camp

Nazi Prison
Is Horror Site

men |

&

'y

{  “The incinerator was made of
! small rails (iron) laid parallel on
' cement blocks, and the whole thing
!wns covered with half

{10 and 20 feet in size. The re-
|, mnants of burned bones from what
! must have been hundreds of them
'were there in the ashes.

“Some of the inmates
I were captured and revealed a mix-
ture of German Jews, Poles, Czechs
other nationalities. There
were also other political enemies
of the \Nazis. on the All
ii the dead had their shaven

rosters

I‘
i and
i

rosters,
hair
from their heads, and the stench
184 also, this afternoon, saw
my first summary execution, quite
iinadvertently. Some . Russians had
caught cne of the guards of the
place. He was a Russian himself but
spoke German quite well, and was
one of the collhborators. They
tried to get him to talk and tell
who was running the place and
who him orders, but he
cither did not know or would not
teil. 1 saw them march him off,
and as | wag driving up to the
trenches I saw the group walking
out in. a field and looked up just
as they faced him around and shot
him with a pistol.
“This camp was

gave

in full view

burned
|| bodies. The incinerator was about ;. v oo t6 the

|
| in the living quarters was terrible,
ematiated: beyond description, and !

was the worst sight of all! There of quite a sizeable town., Perhaps
was a big compartmented trench the pecple dared not protest, or
where hundreds of them had been they would meet the same fate
buried. Apparently the Germans, themselves.

when defeat became apparent, had  “Hundreds of our men have
started to dig them up and burn been permitted to see this place,
the bodies, thus destroying the and God pity the German soldier
evidence, but our arrival had been from now on! They are completely
too soon, and o ly about half had at our mercy now, for they are
been dug up. no longer organized.

Winamac.(IN).Republican 26 Apr 1945: 1&8.

18 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips

“While 1 was looking at the
incinerator, a young officer came
up and asked if my name was not
Halleck. It was Lt. Shank, Barney's
boy, who is with the 4th Armored
Division. I had beem wanting to
se¢ him and asked him about
Ralph Miller. He had seen him
the day before. Shank told me he
was  commissioned in the field
recently. He is with the best out-
fit in the theatre. They have re-
cenly been given a presidental ci-
tation.

“To those of us who had any
necessity of being
here, thigs one experience removes
all doubt about it. Such ruthless
people must be destroyed.

“An airplane factory near this
rity has been completely destroyed
by our air several months ago, ap-
parently. There is not a single
piece of it left intact. The war
from here on out, with so much
of vital Germany lost, along with
lestruction of what factories were

(Continued on page 8)

NAZI PRISON
(Continued from Page 1)
territory, and the loss of most
of their big guns, makes,_ the rest
in what is not yet yet occupied
of the war just a breeze.”

Col. Halleck, husband of Mrs. |
H. J. Halleck of Winamac, is,
serving as surgeon of the 80th!
Division which recently captured
$100,000 worth of néw surgical
instruments, and vast stores of
pharmaceutical supplies and com-
plete facilities for the manu-
facture of precision instruments.

Capt. Allen Dilts, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Russell A. Dilts of Win-
amac, is also serving with the 80th
Divigion in an artillery unit which
is = supporting the 4th Armored
Division.

|
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County Soldier
Tells of Nazi

Horror Camps

The following letter was rec(:wml
by Mr. and Mrs. George I. Poor
of the Winamac vicinity from their
son, PFC Kenneth Poor.

7

April 14
Germany
Dear Dad and Mother:

I was surely surprised yester-
day when I learned of President
Roosevelt’'s death. It's really too
bad he couldn’t have lived to see
the final outcome of this struggle
for free civilizatlon.

I am sending you an article I

cut from the Stars & Siripea|;

(about the Ohrdruf concentration
camp). I want you to read it be-
cause I saw with my own eyes ex-
actly what it tells. It was the
most terrible sight I have ever
witnessed. I will try and explain
a little of what I saw.

. This concentration camp has
barracks similar to some we have
in the States. For beds they had
burlap cloth stretched over a thin
layer of straw—one piled right up
against the other for maximum
capacity. The floors are bare
ground and very damp. There
were pots and pans scattered
around.

In one street there were approxi-
mately fifteen or twenty bodies in
a circle where they had fallen af-
ter being murdered. They all had
bullet holes through their heads
and ‘almost all had more in thejr

(CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX)

Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Soldier Tells of

Horror Camps

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)
includes stock, fixtures and build-
ing to them except skin and bones.
They had been starved and beaten.
‘Some had ragged clothes on and
others were nude. They were all
clean shaven, apparently from be-
ing Jousey. 1 ecan't commence to
explain just how they did look,
exactlys ¥

In another shed there were
bodies (some thirty or forty) piled
(up just as we would think of stack-
ling cordwood, They were all lime
covered to devour the bodies, 1
f\vnuhl say they ranged in age from
i sixteen to-old men,
Back in the States when I used
ito, read about such things as this
{1 ¢halked it up as war propaganda,
{but never again, after seeing that
{'sight. I still can’t imagine how
jone human being could be so eruel
iln another. I, now, more than
| ever, have no sympathy whatever
‘for a German.
i It's really too bad some of the
people in the States who don't
have the slightest idea there is a
war “on, or what war is like,
couldn’t have seen that. I'll bet
there would be 1o more strikes
or slackening of the war effort,
" I won't write any more about
i this, although I could go on and
jon.” It's one sight 1 shall never
‘ll‘crget as long as I live,

I hope you are all feeling fine.
I'm the same as ever and in the
best of health, - £

Your loving son,
KENNY,

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 17 May 1945: 1&6.

18 Jan 2026
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Tokyo Rose, et al.

1945: Mopping Up — Community Climate

The jig was up for Tokio Tillie, Lord Haw Haw, Berlin Gertie, and Tokyo Rose.

Marine from
Indiana Writes

I . - (R )
Of “Tokio Tillie
(Gilbert P. Bailey, formeriy ed-
itor of the Delphi Citizen, is now |
a sergeant in the marines and Is|
listed as a combat correspondent |
{or that branch of the armed serv-|
ice. He writes the following in-!
teresting story from the Marshall
Islands.)

{| the Marshall Islands have been

|| Marines suffered an estimated 565 |

A Japanese woman radio com-
mentator, known to U. S. Marines
as “Tokio Tillie,” is Bob Hope's
chief rival among radio fans in
these desolate Marshall Islands. |

To all! soldiers, sailors and ma-
rines who have set foot on .l.um.
nese-mandated  territory, “Tillie”
broadcasts nightly her dire ac
counts of current American “dis-|
asters” in the Marshalls and her
terrible predictions of Amelluns
eventual downfall.

Broadcasts From Tokio.

A female Japanese wunwum:l
of Germany's “Lord Haw-Haw,’
she is the only Jap commentator
who has captured the imagination
of the men who fought here.

“Tokio Tillie” ‘broadcasts from
Radio Tokio in good corn-belt!
English, without Nipponese accent.|

ence gathers to hear what “Tillie”
has to say.

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 1

Traiforous
Brifon Lord
Haw Haw Held

Man Who Betrayed HIis Country
to Become Nazl Radlo Propa.
gandist Captured in Germany

WITH BRITISH -SECOND AR-
MY, Germany, May 29—(UP)—The
British Second army held William
(Lord Haw Haw) Joyce, nasty-
tongued British Naxi who ranted
at his homeland over the German
radio in custody today and sought
means to try him as a war crim-
inal.

(The authoritative British Press
Association sald Juyce would be
tried for treason in England de-
spite his paturalization as a Ger-
man subject. It was possible that
Britain would .refuse to recognize
the naturalization on grounds that
it occurred during wartime. Treas-
on can be. punished by hanging.)

When “Tillie" speaks in general-
ities, she talks of “great surprises
in store for the United States” or
“Japan’s golden opportunity to deal
America a crushing blow.”
Sometimes she commentates di-
rectly to the American fighting
men now on Japanese territory:
“All the Marines who attacked

killed,” announced “Tillie”
days after the operation.

a few
(U. 8.

casualties, killed and wounded, in
the attack by combined United
States forces against the MHl‘BlI:J.lll
Islands.)

Promises Jap “Air Fleet.”
“Sixty thousand Marines already
have been killed,” says “Tillie”
in a clear, pleasant voice that re-
minds every home-sick boy of llmf
girls back home.

No one knows who “Tillie” is
or where she learned to talk like
a girl from the American middle-
west. But "Tokio Tillie” is fast
hl.-comlug o nostalgic character,
regarded with mingled curiosity
and amusement,

Last night she gave us a hn.li
\turnlug

“If the Marines do not lu.uu
the Marshall Islands in four days,”
she said, “Japan will send the
largest alr fleet ever . . .”

About dusk each evening her audi-p

Jun1944:7.

Joyce was captured in northern
Germany by British- Second army
officers combing the area for war
criminals,. He. was, placed. upder.
close security nlrd. ‘for additional
questioning, -

Whether elther Britain or an in-
ternational war crimes court will
have jurisdiction ‘over him was
questionable. He bacame a natur-
alized German some time ago and
as such presumably could not be
tried as a traitor.

Taken into custody with Joyce
Was & woman representing herself
as his wife. Her full identity was
not revealed immediately, Joyce's
real wife was believed to have re-
mained in England throughout the
WAT.

Joyce gave the name of Wilhelm
Frohlich, which' translated from
German means “Willlam Happy.”

Details of the arrest were not
made known at once. However,
British officers were closely ques-
tioning every person moving
through territory occupled by the
second army.

Among Nazis they satill were
seeking was Joachim von Ribben-
trop. Adolt Hitler's foreign minis-
er.

V-

Logansport.(IN).Pharos_Tribune 29 May 1945: 1

18 Jan 2026

“I.ord Huw Haw™

i
|
i
|
\
|
|
\
|
|
|

AN ENGLISH TRAITOR who calls
himself the original “Lord Haw
| Haw" was exposed and seized by
U. 8. troops at Alt" Aussee, Aus-
tria, while acting as interpreter

| for an American Military Govern-

! ment official.

Norman Baillie

Stewart, above, former British

| officer who spent five years in

the tower of London for “selling
his country for 50 pounds,” ad-
mitted, after he was exposed, that

| he worked for the German propa-
' ganda ministry and foreign office

4| for five years.

(International)

PRI

Logansport.(IN).Pharos_Tribune 23 May 1945: 8.

Picture iﬁ_?ittsburgh
Paper Helps Officer .
Trn ZBerlin Gertie”

Pn-'rsnunqu. July 3—(UP)—A
picture in a Pittsburgh newspaper
led to the capture of “Berlin Ger-
tie,” dulcet-voiced Nazi radio prop-

agandist.

The London edition of Stars and
Stripes reported that-“Gertie” —
Gertrude Hahn, of Pittsburgh —
was arrested after an American
leutenant saw her picture and
recognized her as “the chick
around the corner” in Windsheim,
Germany.

Lt. William Hirsch, Jr., of Mont-
clair, N. J., occupation officer in
‘Windsheim, saw Gertrude’s picture
while leafing through a newspaper
sent to one of his men.

The. young woman, who once
won a citizenship contest in a
Pittsburgh high school, was arrest-
ed and put on the list of persons
to be tried by the united war
crimes commission, nccordlng to
Stars and Stripes.

Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jo-
hann Hahn, who have been living
in Germany since 1938, denied that
Gertrude broadeast propaganda.

“Our daughter wanted to further
. tolerance and understanding be-
| tween Germany and L.h‘.e United
States,” Mrs. Hahn id. “Her
broadcasts ended beﬁ:re America
came into the war.”

“They might have confused my
daughter with someone else,” her
father added. “She's an American
citizen ... She used to describe
fashion shows and tell about typ-

feal days in the lives of Germans
| during her year of radio work.”

Logansport.(IN).Pharos_Tribune 3 Jul 1945: 10.

©2026, Jim Phillips
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“Ruptured Duck”

Back in civilian clothes, veterans can be identified with a “ruptured duck” label pin. A “point
system” was established to control the sequence of discharge after service. Recently-
discharged lawyer Lester served as the Pulaski County Service Officer, guiding veterans through
their options. Also helping with the adjustment to civilian life were local churches, as did the
American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

- How to Greet a
Wounded Soldier

And you should have seen him

Charlie Jenkins guf.\ back from
overseas the other day, dis- pick up! From being scared of
| charged for wounds...and he meeting people, Charlle got his

i ‘was pretty well banged up.

| Naturally; our town felt .

| mighty bad about it. We wanted
| to sympathize with him and
help him. But Doc Walters set
us straight about that.

confidence back and soon be-
came his own self again.

From where I sit, Doc Walters
gave us the right steer, The
wounded men coming home
don't want our sympathy or our

Discharge Lapel Pin (AKA “Ruptured Duck”)
(medalofamerica.com).

overenthusiastic help, They

He sald that what Charlle want 1o be treated like the rest

wanted most was to be accepted
as one of the gang again. .. as if
nothing had happened. So we
| asked him over to pitch horse-

that's the least we can offer them.
| shoes with his good hand, and -
| “enjoy a friendly glass of beer

Widrag
and chew the fat like old times. ﬁoﬁ :

No. 112 of @ Series Copyright, 1945; United States Brewers Foundation
(Pald Advertisement)

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 22 Mar 1945: 4.

of us . .. with a chance to work
and lead a normal life. And

ge ﬁutton
Eduly Rewgmied

H’ere is.a plctura bt the gold
button whlch men and women
~who have been
~ honorably dis-
S . _, charged from the
2 "*?‘"‘ X "“»-. armed forces are
5"\'\ “entitled to wear. |
¥ 1t has been
3 ~ dubbed “The em-
blem that. nohody knows.” News-
‘papers are therefore taking part
in a movement to familiarize the
people of their communities with
the Honorable Discharge Button
and its meaning.

o i it

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 15 Mar 1945: 2.
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When You Get That

Honorable Discharge

Be sure and take good care of it. ' You will need it many times
in later life. You must present it when you apply for a G. 1. Loan,
to get your hunting and fishing license, to obtain disability bene-
fits, bonus, etec.

We cannot presently rent you a safe deposit box for all of the
boxes are leased. May we suggest that you have this document
recorded in the Recorder’s Office? If you do this you will always
be able to get a certified copy. You will be able to keep your
discharge papers clean and free from notations for whenever
you apply for your bonus, loans and benefits, it will be necessary
to forward either the original or a certified copy of the honorable
discharge.

When more safe deposit boxes are available we will be glad to
rent you space to keep and preserve this discharge that you have
honorably and proudly earned.

First Union Bank
& Trust Co.

Winamac, Indiana

Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Mar 1945: 5.

1 (05 polnts fm;ml each I;lbe:ontmn.
| - : Jverseas campalgn r ns Aare
How Army Discharge ||not decorations).

‘ System WI" WOI'k T 12 points for each child, up to a

limit of three children.
Men who have 85 or more points

WASHINGTON, May 10—(UP)—/are Immediately ellgible for dis-
Your soldler needs 856 points to be,charge, but it will take about a
eligible for ‘immediate discharge. year to bring home and dlscharge
WACS need only 44, Here In brief the more than 1,800,000 men who

1 point for each month of army
service since Sept. 18, 1940.

1 Point for each month of ser
vlce overseas since Sept. 16, 1940,
counted from departure from U.-S.
port to return.

5 polnts for each battle particl-
pation star.

5 points for each wound for

is how the points are figured: are going to be released under the

point system.

The total of points necessary for
discharge will be reduced shout
six weeks from now.

Men vital for the war against Ja.
pan will not be discharged even if
they have enough points.

The plan does not apply to Navy
and Marine and gout Guard men.

which the purple heart 1s awarded.
Logansport.(IN).Pharos_Tribune 10 May 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026

©2026, Jim Phillips

Bring 'em back for good . ..sconer!

That final home-coming day!
That’s what we're all hoping for...
praying for . . . earnestly! But there's a
tough road ahead, that road to
‘Tokyo. Don’t think it won't
be tough. It will take a lot more
ships, more B-29's. More tanks,
balf-tracks, jeeps, and trucks!
More rockets, mortars, air-borne radar!
More of everything will be needed.
And more bonds. .. we'll have to buy
more bonds than ever before. Our
mighty armed forces have taken
us a long way. To buy more bonds is the
least we can do in return.

Pour out your might

for the Mighty Seventh

Em*“-.?_ga":.srnunnnn OIL COMPANY (INDIANA)

Winamac.(IN).Republican 10 May 1945: 5.

" NOTICE!

The American Legion Auxiliary of Winamac
announce they are sponsoring their third .
Annual Magazine Subscription Cam- i1
paign for the Purchase of |

.~ WHEEL CHAIRS

Fracture Beds and Sick Beds were purchased in
| 1943 and 1944 with funds derived from these
campaigns. This equipment is available

to ALL residents of Pulaski county at

No Charge

For infom.ution regarding this campaign or.the
equipment mentioned, write or call
‘Mrs. G. H. McCaskey, Pres.

A .]I
417 N. Monticello St. Phone 12

Do NOT call American Legion officers or mem-
i lunaftheymNOTspmmingthi-
campaign. Donations are NOT and
s CANNOT be accepted. :

i

Winamac.(IN).Republican 12 Jul 1945: 5.
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\'
Army Separations
Total 1,998,000

WASHINGTON, Aug. 28—(UP)—
Army separations for' dll réasons
from the beginning of the war
through May 31, 1945, totaled 1,-
998,000, the War Department an-
nounced today.

The separations included 248,000
battle and non-battle deaths, 1,-
441,000 honorable discharges, 107,-
000 captured by the enemy or miss-
ing, and 207,000 others including
dishonorable discharges and of-
ficers retired for age.

The War Depai-tmant noted that
many in the prisoner and missing
category have been llbanhd or
found.

Loga nsport.(IN).Pharos:Tribune 23 Aug 1945: 4.

18 Jan 2026
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The present system of county ser-
I vice officers, Mr. Wilson empha-
. sized, is a community service and

Service Officer
llma has closer contact between

Explains P rogram '!he veteran and local affairs than

Iwuum state or national organiza-
: = tions.
TO Klwanls CIUb “| Nearly fifty percent of the in-
Giving an interesting explanation quiries made at his office by re-
of the development and functions | lUfnIng veterans are concerned
'of Veterans' Aid to discharged ser- with the education program under
\Icr- men, Lester L. Wilson, recent- | the GI Bill of Rights, Mr. Wilson
i1y appointed Pulaski county ser- |reported Other problems con-
!vice officer, addressed the Wina- | Ironting dischargees include re-
| mac Kiwanis club Tuesday noon. employment, disability claims and
! Mr. Wilson reviewed the growth |Bovernment insurance.
|of organizations to aid veterans g‘ o
| foilowing World War I, which cui-|
{minated in the Veterans' Adminis- |
|l|ntI0| in 1930, and presented in'
oulline the formation this year or |
the Indiana State Bureau of \vl
jerans’ Affairs.

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 15 Nov 1945: 1.
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Kingsbury Ordnance Plant

After V-J Day, the Kingsbury Ordnance Plant became a storage facility. During the last years of
the war, 20,000 workers were employed, producing half-billion shells.

J ' Contract for the work hgs been

ﬁmm Pmlect laward® to the H. K. r:\;?sr)rl

company, Ine,, Cleveland, 0. Robert

lAr K|HSSbUW Piﬂnt . Miller of the contracting firm

[ e cstimated that 1,200 laborers, me-
LA PORTE, Ind -—(Ll’l'— A chanles and office workers would

| £3,000,000 construction project at be needed for the job.

the Kinzsbury ordnance plant to  Bradley announced the program

jaugment facilities for making many | {after arriving directly from the

types of ammunition for the armed | ¢ “hina-Burma-India theater of war

forces was announced Tuesday by (o succeed Maj. F. H. Phiilips as

Maj. T. H. Bradley, new command- ! commanding officer at Kinzsbury.

ing officer at the plant, | Phillips has been assigned to the
Bradley and J. O. Brown, pres- Cornhusker ordnance  plant  at

ident of Todd and Brown, Inc.' Grand Island, Neb.

plant operators, said that work on |

the project would get under way,

within the next 10 days to modern-

jz¢ and supplement loading lines .

and warehouses at the huge war,

plant.

Logansport.(IN).Pharos_Tribune 31 Jan 1945: 3.

To Enlarge Loading

'Lines at Kingsbury Plant

i  Announcement of immediate ex-

pansion of the heavy ammunition

problem at Kingsbury ordnance

plant has been made by Maj. T.

 H. Bradley, commanding officer,

'and J. O. Brown, president of Todd

& Brown, Inc, plant operator, |
i

| New construction to cost in ex-
i cess of $3,000,000 will be started
gw!thin the next ten days with the
H. K. Ferguson Company, Inc, or-
Cleveland, Ohio, Iin charge. This
' construction will consist of mod-
| ernizing and supplementing pres-
ent loading lines and warehouses
i to provide facilities for producing
'new types of ammuidition now
needed by the armed forces.
Although no great fluctuation In
personnel in shell loading opera-
tious is expected, Robert E. Miller,
personnel manager of the Fergu-
son Company, estimates 1200 la
borers, mechanics and office work-
ars will be needed in coustruction

work.

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 1 Feb 1945: 6.

18 Jan 2026

Men &

Women

Are you doing everything you can to help
win the,war in as short a time as possible? Here
is an opportunity for you to give direct aid to our
boys at the front.

Kingsbury Ordnance

Plant

Needs Men and Women to
Load Ammunition

; If you are not already in an essential war
Jjob, apply with our representative, who will inter-
view prospective applicants on Monday, April
16, at the Cowrt House from 9 A. M. to 4 P. M.

Winamac.(IN).Republican 12 Apr 1945: 5.

No Job Cut-
Back At
Kingshury

Whether Germany surrenders or
not, production will continue at the
Kingsbury Ordnance Plant at ap-
proximately the same pace.

According to Maj. T. H. Bradley,
Commanding Officer, the recent
cutback announced by the war de-
partment will not be felt at KOP.
Moreover, revised production
schedules for the Laporte county
loading plant call for a slight in-
crease in the number of workers
needod.,

For that reason the plant is con-
!!nuing to recruit additional em-
ployes to meet these schedules and
to provide replacements. '

The Pacific war has not as yet

reached the stage where American
and Jap forces stand toe to toe
and throw tons of explosives at
each other as in Europe. Thou-
sands of miles of Jap territory re-
main to be conquered and millions
of Japan's best soldiers have yet
'tu be met and erushed,
{  Many items loaded at KOP are
|of the type that will be used
|Jn this  concentrated campaign
against Japan after the German
surrender,

Kingsbury Ordnance Plant inter-
viewers will be in Winamae, at
the court house, each Monday and
Tuesday to sign up applicants for
this essential war work.

Starting wages at KOP are 70¢
| per hour for women and 90c per
lhour for men. U.S.E.S. referrel
must be obtainable, Advt,

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 3 May 1945: 1.
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Statistics on
Kingsbury
Are Released

Record Shows Nearly
Half Billion Shells
Loaded at Big Plant

The Kingsbury ordnance plant,
scene of- active war work by huu-
dreds of Pulaski county people
during the last five years, I8 now
being reduced to a stand-by status,
according to annduncement by
Lieut. Col. Thomasy H. .Bradley,
commanding officer for the Army.

Kingsford Heights, the ghoat
town which was built on grandoise
lines, only to disappoint its federal
sponsors in its attraction of resi-
dents, is dwindling to a few fam-
lly-occupied homes.

Last Saturday, for the first time,
details of the true extent of the
Kingsbury plant were disclosed.

Spread over 1300 acres of La-
porte county land, and costing be-
tween $60,000,000 and $60,000,000
to eregt, the plant produced almost
a half-billion loaded components,
ranging from grenades and land
'mines to 106 mm. artillery shells.
| Five workers at the plant were
killed in plant accidents,

Peak Employment, 20,000,
| The level of employment at
Kingsbury always was a military
secret, but it can be told now that
‘late in 1942 and early in 1943,
when the allies were struggling to
swing over.to the offensive, more
(than 20,000 manned the establish-
ment, which received five
| “E" awards for efficiency.
| Carved into the countryside as
it was, KOP called for war hous-

ing planners overbuilt the town
'of Kingsford Heights and when
most of its 3,000 homes went beg-
ging, 1900 or more were disman-
tled and hauled away to other war
centers.

In the summer of 1944 only 1004
ar so were left, and when the
Japs gave up only 600 houses were
in use. ]

Started Just Five Years Ago.

" Plans for the creation of Kings-
bury were announced in Septem-
ber, 1940. Work started at once.
Thousands were employed in its
construction. Near-by Walkerton
got a new schoolhouse and housing
included dormitories which' were
ndver popular’and never fully uti
lized. War housing, all govern-|
ment built, sprang up in Knox and/
Laporte. That was before Kings-
bury Heights came jato’the pie-
ture. . |
* By the following summer the|
plant, then known as the Union!
Center shell loading plant, was
producing. The first shell . came

off the loading line August 21 and
was presented to Henry F. Schrick-
er, then governor of Indiana. |

Todd & Brown, Inc, of New|
York City, was the operator for
the government from start to fin-
ish. All of the construction work
was done by the firms of Bates
& Rogers and the Furguson Con-
struction Co.

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 6 Sep 1945: 1&3.

18 Jan 2026

i plant.

. force gradually was
ifal] of Japan found but 6000 on

| Way Up, Then Way Down.

At first the shell and other mu-
nitions came in a trickle from the
Then they came in a tor-
rent” 8o great that the working
’oducnd. The

the job. Today about 2500 are en-

army | gaged in reducing the plant to a

stand-by status.
Until the plant was
on the. Northern Indiana

“out In”
Publie

ing to khelter the thousands of | Service company lines about eigh-
|migratory workers. But the hous- i tgen months - ago, it -con‘sumetl

ICONTINUED ON PAGH THREE)

STATISTICS ON
KINGSBURY
ARE RELEASED

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)
nearly 1,000,060 gallons of oil a
month manufacturing electricity
and supplying heat to the thou-
sands of buildings.

KOP encompassed an estimated
1200 buildings of all kinds, with
a floor space of approximately
3,000,000 square feet. In the plant
were seventy-eight miles of rail-
road track and ninety-eight miles
of hard-surfaced road. The tele-
phone system digested a quarter
anillion calls a week, the equiva-
lent of the normal for an average
city of 30,000 people.

Col. Bradley has announced that
the plant will not be declared ex-
cess, as some have, and be dis-
posed of, hut will be mainiained
as a permanent military instalia-
tion,

©2026, Jim Phillips
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No Sales at Kingsbury

no properties of any nature are
being offered for sale to the pub-
lic. He adds that rumors that
trucks, cars, machinery, office
equipment and supplies are being
sold at the plant are unfounded.

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 13 Sep 1945: 3.

Kingsford Heights Nears
| ‘Ghost Town’ Proportions

A growing exodas from Indiana’s
“ghost town,” the illfated model
town of Kingsford Heights was re-
ported this week.

Occupancy was down to 380 units
# decrease of 130 in the last week,
ard from ten to fifteen families
are leaving daily, Harry J. Schnei-
der, project manager, saia.

Most of those departing were
vorkers released .from the Kings-
bury ordnance plant, whici is being
[laced on a standby basis.

The Kingsford Heights school
c¢pened on an eight room basis but
the modern brick building seemeil
coomed for an early closing, Schnei-
der saild. :

The school, erected for an at-
tendance of more than 1,000 pupils,
had about 200 on opening day.

t

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 13 Sep 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026

In response to numerous inquir-||
les regarding the disposition ofl
excess material, Lt. Col. Thos. H.|
Bradley, commanding officer of the|
Kingsbury ordnance plant, has an-||
nounced that at the present time|

©2026, Jim Phillips

Kingsbury Plant Is - Is Not -

Declared Surplus Property -

Whether or not the Kingsbury
ordnance plant is to be declared
surplus government property and
disposed of as such, is a question|
that caused conflicting comment;
in official Washington last week.l

Early in the week, it was report-
ed.that the plant, along with five!

"other similar industries in the

state, would bhe declared surplus
in the near future. The announce-
ment stated that the federal gov-,
ernment was preparing .to. dispose
of seven Indiana ordnance plants
valued at $136.000,000. The seven-
th plant is already on the gov-
ernment's surplus list.

Hardly had the announcement:
been made when a denial was re-
leased saying the whole thing had
been a mistake. The original story
and the denial were reported by |
different press services. }

: : !

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 22 Nov 1945: 1.
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Honor Roll

At the end of 1945, the published Honor Roll numbered 64. These men lived in Pulaski County
at the time of their interment or were very strongly connected to it by blood or marriage.

Ak Ak

PULASKI COUNTY
| HONOR ROLL

World War Il

ALLEE, Donald, Dec. 19, 1944.

| APPEL, Marion, July 22, 1944,

! BASKE, Robert, August, 1944,
 BROWN, Jesse, June 27, 1944,
{CAVINy Jack H., May 12, 1945,
CLAUSEN, Robert, March 5, 1945,
[ CONN, John, March, 1945,

| COPELAND, Alvin, Sept. 27, 1944.

{ CRECELIUS, Jesse B., Nov. 10,
i 1943,

| CROWE, Paul, October 8, 1944.

| DEGNER, R. Wayne, April 29, 1944.

! DOYLE, Arthur R., Feb. 3, 1945,

{ ELSTON, Francis J., Jan. 5, 1945,
| FAGNER, Robert, October 4, 1944,
| FAHLER, Robert E., Aug. 6, 1944.]
'FREEL, Chester, March 7. 1945.
| FREEMAN, George, April 12, 1945,

| FREEMAN, Richard S., Feb. 6, 1941,
' GOOD, Edward F., April 25, 1945,
HANSELL, Raymond, Jan. 8, 1945,
' HARRELL, Ora L., March 18, 1944,
HARTMAN, Harold, Feb. 13, 1944,
HELM, Henry, April 16, 1945,
HICKMAN, John, Sept. 11, 1943,
HOWE, Elbert R., Nov. 21, 1943,

HYATT, Roy, September 18, 1944,
| JOLLY, Harold, July 17, 1944,
| JONES, David, November 8, 1942,
| JORDAN, Howard, Aug. 18, 1944.
i JORDAN, Ora (Jack), Jan. 29, 1945,
| KING, J. Raymond, Feb. 27, 1941.
KLINE, Clarence, Dec. 15, 1944,
KAHLER, George J., April 18, 1945,
KOCHER, Harry A., Oct. 25, 1944,
KOEBCKE, Raiph, June 3, 1944,
KLINE, Clarence, December
1944,
LEBO, Harold F., May 6, 1945.
LIEBING, Edward A. March 16,
1944,
| LUDWIG, Lester, July 1945.
MADLUNG, Edward C., Apr. 9, 1945,
MARKS, Lowell, April 28, 1945.

McWHERTER, Harold, September
16, 1944, !

15,

27,
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MILLER, Charles, Decc. 8 1943.
OKELEY, Lester, Sept. 10, 1944,
OSBORN, Edward F., Oct. 8, 1943,
PFLEDDERER, John, Dec. 5, 1944,
PIAZZA, Emil, Nov, 29, 1944,
RANS, Earl E., January 15, 1945,

| REED, Richard, Nov. 24, 1943,

:ROG‘INSON, Raymond, March 6,
[ 1944, )
"ROSS, Albert Jr., April, 1944,
ROTH, Richard J., Feb. 3, 1944,

~SHANK, John, Apr. 15, 1942,

STEFFEL, Ralph, Feb. 24, 1944,
TIEMAN, Ivan, June 25, 1943,
VOGEL, Foster, August 30, 1944,
WATSON, Harry, October 4, 1944,
WEIDNER, Lyle C., Oct. 1, 1943,
WELCH, Melvin, February 21, 1945,
WERNER, Lewis E., Nov. 16, 1944,
WHITE, Howard, July 14, 1944,
WILLIAMS, David, Oct. 21, 1943,
ZIEMBA, Thomas, Sept. 15, 1945.
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

"OUR DEMOCRACY—byMst

ANKSGIVING
i

Ae ave numbered with the victors
in the greatest war in history ~
%5 we and our allies succeed
in the hardest jal: in lzisi'or_y—
.%eping world peace.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Nov 1945: 1.

News for the Future

There was other news that was not reported but would gain importance as time wore on.
Anne Frank dies of typhus in the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp.

Tokyo is firebombed, killing 100,000.

The first atomic bomb was successfully detonated near Alamogordo, NM.

Fire bombs, launched from Japan, are carried across the North Pacific and into the
Northwestern US on an “atmospheric river” that will come to be known as the “JetStream”.
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1945: Mopping Up — Community Climate

The popular music of 1945 included:

Sentimental Journey Les Brown with Doris Day Chickery Chick Sammy Kaye and His Orchestra

Rum and Coca-Cola  Andrews Sisters Caldonia Louis Jordan and his Tympany Five

Till the End of Time  Perry Como Candy Johnny Mercer & Jo Stafford

On the Atchison, Topeka & the Santa Fe Johnny Mercer and The Honeydripper (Parts 1 & 2) Joe Liggins

The Pied Pipers I'm Beginning To See The Light Harry James

My Dreams Are Getting Better All the Time Les Brown with Doris Ac-cent-tchu-ate the Positive Bing Crosby & The Andrews
Day Sisters

It's Been a Long, Long Time Harry James with Kitty Kallen On the Atchison, Topeka & the Santa Fe Judy Garland

| Can't Begin to Tell You Bing Crosby & Carmen Cavallaro I'm Beginning to See The Light  Ella Fitzgerald & The Ink Spots
There! I've Said It Again Vaughn Monroe On the Atchison, Topeka & the Santa Fe Bing Crosby
Ac-cent-tchu-ate the Positive ~ Johnny Mercer I'm Beginning to See The Light  Duke Ellington

It's Been a Long, Long Time Bing Crosby & Les Paul

The most popular movies of 1945 were:

The Bells of St. Mary's - Bing Crosby, Ingrid Bergman

Leave Her to Heaven - Gene Teirney, Cornel Wilde, Jeanne Crain
Spellbound - Ingrid Bergman, Gregory Peck

The Valley of Decision - Greer Garson, Gregory Peck

Anchors Aweigh - Frank Sinatra, Kathryn Grayson, Gene Kelly
Week-End at the Waldorf - Lana Turner, Walker Pidgeon, Van Johnson
Thrill of a Romance - Van Johnson, Esther Williams

The Lost Weekend - Ray Milland, Jane Wyman

State Fair - Jeanne Crain, Dana Andrews, Dick Haymes, Vivian Blaine
National Velvet - Mickey Rooney, Donald Crisp, Elizabeth Taylor
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Ross A. Cullen

1945: Mopping Up — The Dead

Ross left all he owned to his momma.

Born: 6/17/1921
Entered: 2/1/1943?

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,16080484/0-716373,1LT

Medals: Air Medal, Distinguished Flying Cross, Purple Heart

Died: 1/2/1945

Parents: Wilmot Knowlton and Lucinda "Lucy" Agnew Cullen

On 2 January 1945, Ross Cullen, 23, was reported missing in action near Trier, Germany, as a
navigator of a B-17 Flying Fortress bomber, which exploded after a mission. Eleven months
later, his death in action was confirmed. He served 23 months, including 8 months in the
European war zone. He was awarded the Air Medal and, posthumously, the Distinguished
Flying Cross and Purple Heart. He had parents in Winamac. He was memorialized at the
Luxembourg American Cemetery.

Finishes Schooling

LL

‘2ND LT. ROSS A. CULLEN

Winamac Man

| Commissioned

In Air Corps
Lt. Ross A. Cullen

Receives Wings as
Aerial Navigator

Ross A, Cullen, son of Mr. anil
Mrs. Wilmot Cullen of Winamac,
received his wings and commission
as second lieutenant Saturday at
| Selman Field, Monroe, La. He is
an aerinl navigator and expecis to

has been transferred io Sioux City,
lowa.

Lt. Cullen attended school in Chi-
cago and was employed there be-
fore enlisting in the Army Air
Corps in February, 1943. In the
same graduating class with him
was Flight Officer . William K.

Mundell of Gary, son of a former
! Winamae teacher.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Mar 1944: 1.

18 Jan 2026

go into foreign service soon. He'

Navigator Lost|

Over Germany
Last January

First Lt. Ross Cullen,
Missing Nearly a Year,
Now Declared Dead

|
|
|
|

First Lt. Ross A. Cullen, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Wilmot Cullen of
Winamace, was killed In actlon Jan«

uary 2, 1945, over Trier, Germany,

according to word recelved by the
parents from the War Department,

War Casualty

|

He had previously been reported |

missing.

The parents had already learned |

that the B-17 on which Lt. Cullemr
| was navigator had exploded just
| béfore its bomb load was dropped.
Only one crew member survived,
after having been wounded and
taken prisoner. It is his report
which now establishes the death,
{as disclogsed (n a letter and tele«
| gram recelved last weelk.

| The young officer was born Juno
| 17, 1921. He graduated from Lake-
| view  high scheol” in Chlecago in
; 1939, and was employed there be-
| fore enlisting in the Air Corps in
August of 1942, Compgiissioned as

18T LT. ROSS A. CULLEN

a second lieutenant and rgvigator
March 18, 1944, he was sent to Eng-
land in May of that year.. With
the Eighth Air Force, he received
his promotion in November, and
the mission on which he wns lost
was his thirtieth. Lt. Cullen had
been awarded four oak leal clus-
ters for his Air Medal. A brother,
Sgt. Donald Cullen, is now en route
home from India, where he has
been stationed for some time,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Dec 1945: 1.
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Bernard G. “Bernie” Freeman
Bernie sent a letter to his parents a week before his disappearance.

Born: 5/21/1921

Entered: 2/3/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,0-764276,2LT
Died: 1/4/1945

Parents: Edward "Ed" D. and Rosella M. Hair Freeman

On 4 January 1945, Bernie Freeman, 24, was reported missing in action in the crash of a B-24
Liberator bomber near the Admiralty Islands in the South Pacific. One year later, he was
declared dead. He served 47 months, including 20 months in the Pacific war zone. He spent
most of his life in Winamac. He was memorialized on the Walls of the Missing at the Manila
American Cemetery in Taguig City, Philippines, and at the Winamac Cemetery.

Mr, and Mrs. Ed Freeman re-
iceived a letter recently from their
son, A/S Bernard G. Freeman,
stationed at Monticello, Minn., and
read in part as follows: “I am
getting along swell with my fly-
ing. I soloed last Friday after-
noon and it sure was a swell feel-
ing you get soaring around up
‘there all by yourself, high above
‘everybody and everything with
only the clouds as companions and
the engine singing a sweet tune
in your ears,” ‘
Winamac (IN) Republican 22 Oct 1942: 1.

Sgt. Bernard Freeman, in train-
ing ng a glider pilot, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Ed Freeman of Wina-

mac.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Dec 1942: 1.
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| Department,
| Mr. and Mrs. Ed

1945: Mopping Up — The Dead

‘Missing’ Report on
Lt. Freeman Confirmed |

An official notice from the Wur|
received

Monday by|
Freeman of Win-

jamae, conlirmed the fact that their !

son,  2nd Lt

Bernard
‘was missing in action.

Freeman, |
The [first

report the Freemans received came |

from a

chaplain< In the

form ol '.

svmpathetic leiter, t
Lt. Freeman has been missing.

since January 4
tween

in the Maluecas

Guadaleanal

on an flight be-
and  Morotai
Island group in

the Southwest Pacifie, the official

notice stated,

i

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Feb 1945: 1.

Parents Receive

More Information
About Missing Son

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Freeman re-
celved a letter Monday from the
Army Air Forces Headquarters at
Washington, D. C., giving them
some additional information re-
gardng their son, Lt. Bernard Free-
man, who was reported missing be-
tween Guadalcanal and Moratai
Island since January 4, 1945, it
stated in part:

“Additional information has been
received indicating that Lt. Free-
man was co-pilot of a B-24 (Libera-
tor) bomber which participated in

n mission on January 4. The report
reveals that your son's bomber was
neither seen nor contacted after it
departed from a basé on Los Ne-
gros Island, and the time, place
and circumstances relative to its
loss are unknown. It Is further in-
dicated that a search was insti-
tuted but no further information
has been received in this head-
quarters as to the whereabouts of
Lt. Freeman.

., “Please be assured that a contin-
uing search by land, sea and air|
is being made to discover the
whereabouts of our missing per-
sonnel.”

A list of the other six men on
the plane was enclosed, along with
names of next of kin, in case fam-
ilies of those men wish to contact
each other.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Mar 1945: 1.
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Lost Year,
Say Flier
Now Dead

Reported missing a year ago while
on a South Pacific flight, Lieut.
Bernard G. Freeman was reported
officially dead this week, according
to a War Department letter received
by his parents, Mr. and Mrs Edward
D. Freeman. i

Lieut. Freeman, 24 years old, en-
listed in February, 1941, and had
been overseas in the South Pacitic
area for 20 months. A graduate of
Winamac high school, he was one
of twins. His brother, Vernon, died
at the age of 10 months.

He received his final training ind
was graduated a second lieutenant
from the Douglas Airport, Douglas,
Arizona, in January, 1944,

The letter to the parents said, in
part:

“‘Since your son, Second Lieuten-
ant Bernard G. Freeman, Air Corps,
was reported missing January 4,
1945, the War Department has en-
tertained the hope that he survived
and that information would be re-
vealed dispelling the uncertainty
surrounding his absence. However,
as in many cases, the conditions of
warfare deny us such information.
The record concerning your son
shows that he departed in a B-24
(Liberator) bomber from Pitoe Air-
drome, Morotai Island, for Carney
Field, Guudalcanal, Solomon Islands.
Radio ¢ontact was made upon arrival
at Momote, Los Negros Island, Ad-

miralty Islands, after which no fur-
ther contact with the plane was
madle, Extensive searches were con-
ducted over the imtended route, in-
Sluding an area twenty miles on
«wach side of the route without find-
‘ing any trace of the plane or person-
nel.

Full consideration has recently
been given to all available informa-
tion bearimg on the absence of your
son, including all records, reporis
and circumstances.  These have
been carefully reviewed and consid-
ered in view of the fact that twelwe
months have now, expired withoui
the receipt of evidence te support

Lost In Pacific

Lt. Bernard Freeman

Lt. Bernard Freeman, missing a
year in the Pacific, was reported offi-
cially dead this week by the War
Department.

a continued presumptive fading of
death, accordingly an oficial find-
ing of death has been recorded un-
del(' the provisions of Public Law
490, 77th  Congress, approved
March 7, 1942, as amended.

The finding does not establish :an
actual or probable date of death;
however, as required by law, it in-
cludes a presumptive date of death
for the termination of pay and allow-
ances, settlement of accounts and
pavment of death gratuities. In the
case of your son this date has been
set as January 5, 1945, the day fol-
lowing the expiration aof twelve
months' absence, .

I regret the necessity far this mes-
sage but ‘irust that the ending of
a Jong period of uncertainty may
give at least some small measure of
conselation. | hope you may find
sustaining comfort in the thaught
that.pncertainty with which war has
surrounded the absence of your <on
has ephanced the honor of his serv-
ice to his country and of his sac-
rifice.

Sincerely vyeurs,
EDWARD F. WITSELL,
Major Geaeral, Acting the Adt. Gen
of the Army. ‘

Winamac (IN) Republican 17 Jan 1946: 1.
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Arno Ceral Elleman
Arno was a replacement for one of the earliest selectees who failed the physical.

Born: 12/21/1922

Entered: 2/11/1941
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35153123,PFC
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 1/5/1945

Parents: Ordo "Ord" Joseph (Icy Bell Horner[deceased]) Elleman

On 5 January 1945, Arno Elleman, 20, was killed in action in Germany. He was awarded the
Purple Heart. He lived in Winamac for a time. He was buried in the Henri-Chapelle American
Cemetery in Hombourg, Belgium.

{ Elleman, Warne, Strasser |
' To Replace Rejected Men

Of the 15 men sent from here
to Fort Benjamin Harrison Fridays
for induction into military service
under the selective service act,
three were vejected. They were:

i Charles Lewis Hansell of Wina-
imac, Ernest Marion Manmning of
'near Medaryville and Robert Wil-
liam Berger of near Pulaski.

i Arno Ceral Elleman; Donald
{Everet{ Warne and Robert Emil
Strasser, all volunteers; will leave
here at 7:15 Tuesday morning for
the fort as replacements for these
Jnien. - : ;
-Hillis Dockerty and Robert
"Hanson ~veolunteered for service
Monday, but have not andergune
apy of their examinations hs yet.
| *To date the Pulaski County Se- *
Jective Service Board has sent out

1 275 questionnaires, and expect {o -
send out more in the near future.

database.com/index.php/en/american-war-cemetery-henri- ‘to t hose whose nu m be rs are com--
chapelle-e/52334-elleman-arno-c 1 ng up soon. :

Arno Elleman (Collection of Peter Schouten) fieldsofhonor-

L4

Wlnamac (IN) Republlcan 6 Feb 1941: 1.
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1945: Mopping Up — The Dead

‘Arno Elléman
'Dies in Action

e e

 Former Resident of Winamac Kill.
| ed on January 5 in Germany,
Father Informed.

WINAMAC, Ind., Jan. 22—Pfc.
Arno Elleman, 23, formerly of
Winamac, was killed in action on
Jan. 5, in Germany, according to
word received here by Mr. and
Mrs. Otto Snyder from the youth's
father, Ord Elleman, of Brookston,
Il

The jouth had been in the ser-
vice approximately two and a half
vears. His sister, Leora, died last
month. Surviving tesides the fath-

er are a stepmother wnd a brother,

Otto, who i1s in the South Pacitic.
The Ellemans movesd last fali from
Winamace to Brookston, Il

e

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 22 Jan 1945: 3.

18 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips

SR AR *

DleS mn France PFC Arno C. Elleman, former
! resident of Winamae, was killed
in action January 5 in the Euro-
| pean theater, according to word,
received from the War Depart-
! ment last week by his father, Ord
| Elleman of Brookston, who noti-

| fied 0. G. Snyder of Winamac.
PFC Elleman has been overseas
a year and a half with an armor-
ed battalion, serving in Africa, the

fon of France, Belgium, Holland
1! and Germany. The last letter Mr.
& | i Snyder had received from him was
written on Thanksgiving Day. /
! brother, Otto, is in the Army, sta
| tioned in Hawali,

PFC ARNO ELLEMAN {

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Jan 1945: 1.

Pfe. Arno Elleman, about 20,
former Winamac resident.

Pfe. Elleman, whose father, Ord
Elleman, wesides in Brookston,
was killed in action in Germany
on the same date as Elston, Jan-
uary 5, according to a letter re-
ceived here from the father by
Mr. and Mrs. O. G. Snyvder,
friends of the family.

The Ellemians are former resi-
dents of Winamace. Pfe. Elleman,
who was about 20 years old, had
participated in the African and
Sicilian. invasions, had served in
England and was a part of the
French invasion foree and served
in Belgium, Holland and Germany.

A brother, Otto (Bud) Elleman,
i= stationed with the armed forces
{in Honolulu.

Winamac (IN) Republican 25 Jan 1945: 1.

| Sieilian invasion, England, invas-|
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Francis Junior “Jake” Elston
Jake had eleven siblings.

Born: 7/3/1925

Entered: 10/1/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35895890,T5
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 1/5/1945

Parents: Edward "Ed" Charles and Elsie Fay Strong Elston

On 5 January 1945, Jake Elston, 19, was killed in action in Belgium. He served 15 months,
including 4 months in the European war zone. He was awarded the Purple Heart. He was from
Francesville. He was buried in the Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery in Hombourg, Belgium.

viewer/collection/1030/tree/72304243/person/36260553616/me
dia/6b3f33b0-86a1-432e-bcae-bd425d4b02d4.

T-5 Francis J. Elston, 20 years
old, Francesville.

Young Elston was killed in ac-
ftion in Belgium on January 5, ac-
cording to word received from the
yWar Department yesterday by his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ed Elston,
|of Medaryville,

Additional details were lacking,
{hut it is knewn that he entered
iti'—v service more than a year ago.
| Sarvivors besides the parents
|inciude the following brothers and
L:-“.su'-rs: Orland, William, Ronald,
i Ruth. Forrest, Jerry, Junior, Mar-
fvin, Richard, Arnold and Pat.

! Two brothers, Jerry and For-
|r¢-:-t. are also serving in the armed
forces. '

Winamac (IN) Republican 25 Jan 1945: 1.

Jake Elston (Collection of LarryHettinger12) -

ancestry.com/mediaui-
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1945: Mopping Up — The Dead

Raymond Earle Hansell

Two days after the minister broke the news about Raymond’s death to his wife and her family,
he returned with news about the wounding of her brother.

Born: 4/7/1923

Entered: 2/12/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35092573,SGT
Died: 1/8/1945

Spouse: Faye Locke Hansell
Parents: Harry Garfield and Ella Eliza Newman Hansell

On 8 January 1945, Raymond Hansell, 21, was killed in action near Strasbourg, France. He was
awarded the Purple Heart. He served 23 months, including 5 months in the European war zone.
He was a lifelong resident of Pulaski County. He was buried in the Winamac Cemetery. He was
married.

Winamac Boy E“T°Pea“‘Casualty

)
o
“!
|

Killed Jan. 8

In France

PFC Raymond Hansell
Loses Life in Battle,
Wife Is Informed

#FC Raymond Hanzell, twentys
one years of age, was killed in ac
tlon on January & while serving
in General Pateh's Tth Arfy v
the region of Strasbourg, Framce
The word came Thursday evening
to his wile, who lives with her
parents, Mr, and Mrs. John Locke, |
west of Bethel church in Franklin §
township, ’ iing

A son of Mr. and Mre. Harry PFC RAYMOND HANSELL
Huansell, northwest of Winamae, pegides his wife anid patents, he
PFC Hangell was born Apreil 1,44 survived by three h“““”’»»‘!_—"l
1923, and spent hig entire lfe in four sisters—PFC Edward Hansell
this vicinity until entering gervs i (ha Marianas, Marion and Char-
lce In February, 1943. He hal les of Winamaec. Mrs. Clarn Curry
been overseas five months. Hix of Lebanon. Mrs. Clinton Haves
marringe 1o Miss Faye Locke 100K and Miss June Hansell of New Al
place November 7. 1942, gusta, and Mrs. Austin Wolfe of

Star City.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Feb 1945: 1.

Pvt ‘Rxn:lond Hmall,’ son ut
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hansell,
~northwest of Winamac, in the
infantry. His wife was form-
erly Miss Faye Locké, -

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Mar 1944: 1.
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Officer Extends Sympathy

Mrs. Raymond Hansell of the,
!Winamac vicinity has received a|
| letter of condelence from Capt.!
| Richard J. Rowan, expressing the|
- sympathy of himself and his men|
' because of the death of her hus-l
"band, PFC Hansell, who was killed
'in action in France on January \,
| The officer stated that the young
‘sohlier had been given a Christian
service, with burial in F.‘nstorn|

France.

1
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Feb 1945: 1.
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1945: Mopping Up — The Dead

Charles Glen Passwater
Charles' mother formerly lived in Winamac.

Born: 6/21/1919

Entered: 10/27/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,6274466,PM1c
Died: 1/10/1945

Parents: Thomas Jefferson and Bessie Beatrice Ale Passwater Sr.

On 10 January 1945, Charles Passwater, 26, was declared dead while missing when his
LCN(L)-974 was sunk in the Lingayen Gulf landing. He served 28 months, including in the Pacific
war zone. He was awarded the Purple Heart. His mother had formerly lived in Winamac. He
was memorialized on the Walls of the Missing at the Manila American Cemetery and Memorial,

Philippines.

CHAS. PASSWATER
KILLED IN ACTION

Robert Passwater, near Nobles-
ville, was notified Wednesday night
that his nephew, Charleg GGlen Pass-
| water, 24-year-old son of Thomas
Passwater of Marion. was killed in
'action In the South Pacific.

The young man was a Ph. M 1/¢
(in the navy and was born in Ham-
| ilton county, His grandparents were
the late Mr. and Mrs., Charles Ale,
| former Hamilton county residents.
| >—

Noblesville (IN) Ledger 29 Mar 1945: 1.
Webpage (newspapers.com).

. &
Winamac
J. . Ale recelved word of the
death of a cousin, Charles Pass-
water, who was killed in action In
the South Pacific. He wag a son

of the former Miss Bessie Ale of

Francesville, but now of Indianap-
olis They have two other. sons.

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 4 Apr 1945: 9.

18 Jan 2026
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Former Carthage Youth
ed In Pacific War

Vord has been received that
Charles: Glen Passwater, phar-
mg cist mate first class, a former

dent of Carthage, has been
killed in the South Pacific.

e young sailor was the son
of Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Passwater,
who -now lives in Marion. His
father was formerly the trustee
of Ripley township.

’h.M.1/C Passwater was grad-
uated from Marion high school
in 1937 and later attended the
Indianapolis College of Phar-
macy. He formerly was em-
ployéd by the Haag Drug com-
pany in Indianapolis.
ides his parents, he is sur-

by two brothers, Opl.
Thomas Passwater of Camp
Pendleton, Calif., and Morris
ter of Muncie, |

Rushville (IN) Republican 5 Apr 1945: 1.
Webpage (newspapers.com).
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William Busch

William probably died in the Battle of the Bulge.

Born: 4/20/1919

Entered:

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,36986447,PVT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 1/11/1945

Parents: Henry Dewey "Dewey" and Flossie M. Holmes Busch

On 11 January 1945, William Busch, 27, was killed in action in Belgium, probably during the
Battle of the Bulge. He served for 2 months in the European war zone. He had an auntin

Winamac. He was married with three children.

Nephew Is Killed

Mrs. E. J. Yocom of Winamace re-
ceived  word Tuesday that herp
nephew, Pvt. Williain Buseh, son
of Mr. amid Mrs. Dewey Busch of
Danville, 1., was Killed in action
in Belgium on January 11. He js
survived by his. wife and fhaee
children .in addition to the par-
enis. Pyt  Buseh went overseasd
in December.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Feb 1945: 1.
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1945: Mopping Up — The Dead

Earl Edwin “Ed” Rans

Ed got into a fistfight a few months before he left for the service.

Born: 7/20/1917

Entered: 12/4/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35572476,PFC
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 1/15/1945

Parents: Nellie Mae Smith (Emanual Edwin) Rans (Glen) Thompson

On 16 January 1945, Ed Rans, 25, initially reported as missing, was killed in action in Germany.
He was awarded the Purple Heart. He served for 25 months, including 7 months in the
European war zone. He was a resident of Winamac for most of his life. He was buried in the
Reed Cemetery near Winamac.

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 29 Oct 1942: 5.

]

!Winamac Man‘ Unaccounted For |
Listed Missing | g

In Germany
PFC Earl Edwin Rans

Is Unaccounted for
Since January 15

MrsM Neille ‘Thompson of the

= Winamae vicinity recelved word

% from the War, Department Friday

' ! thut her son, PFC Earl Edwin

Rans, has been missing in action
in Germany since January 15,

In the infantry, PFC Rans was

with the Ninth Army in Germany.
I T < = He has been in the Army for over

two years, aml overseas since 2 e~
Earl Edwin Rans (Collection of Mary Rans) September. In the last letter he PrC L L E. RANS
wrote to Winamace relatives, which
was dated January 11, he stated
that he was in France then but
was on the move. His sister, Mrs.
Florence Richard, recelved that
letter Tuesday.

Mrs. Thompsgon ualso received
word thiz week that her son, PFC
Henry Clifford Rans, who is in
the iofantry, has arrived in the
Philippines. Her third son, Pvt
Raymond Rans, g also with the
Ninth Army in Germany.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Feb 1945: 1.
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Winamac Man
War Victim

In Germany

PFC Farl Edwin Rans
Killed in Action
Jan. 15, Mother Notified

Previously reported missing,
PFC Earl' Edwin Rans of Wina-
mac has now been listed as killed |
in action in Germany on Januvary
15, This word was received Monday |
from the War Department by his
mother, Mrs. Nellie Thompson of,
the Winamae vicinity. i

PFC Rans was born in Pulaski
county on July 20, 1917. He was|
inducted in the Army on Decem-|
ber 12, 1942, and had been over-
seas since last September, serving
in the infantry with the Ninth!
Army. i

Besides his mother, he is sur-!
vived by sisters, Mrs. Florence |
Richard, Misses Fern and Alice|
Rans. ail of Winamac: brothers, !
PFC Henry C. Rans, in the Philip-,
pines, Sgt. Ravmond J. Rans. in
France; grandfather, John J.!
Smith of Winamae. His father, |
Emanuel IE. Rans, passed .'H\':!}"
lagt summer,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Mar 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips
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Clarence A. Kline

Having survived the Bataan Death March, Clarence was the only case of “friendly fire” reported
for Pulaski County. Sadly, Clarence was predeceased by his wife and daughter some years
before.

Born: 1/3/1910

Entered: 11/6/1939

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,19019157,PFC

Medals: Prisoner of War Medal, Purple Heart
Died: 01/22/1945

Spouse: Dorothy Westgard Kline[deceased]
Parents: EImus Martin and Maud E. Hickman Kline

On 22 January 1945, Clarence Kline, 35, died of head wounds and colitis after the unmarked
Japanese prisoner ship on which he was being transported was struck by the U.S. Navy in the
Pacific. Earlier, he was identified in a Time magazine article on the Corregidor Death March. He
was awarded the Prisoner of War Medal and the Purple Heart. He served 60 months, including
48 months in the Pacific war zone. His parents were from Winamac. He was memorialized on
the Walls of the Missing at the Manila American Cemetery in Taguig City, Philippines.

Brings Toll to 3,200
Apparently upward cf 3,200 Am-

I [ » ;
| I d prlson | ericans perished- in  the three
Ll & | tragic incidents  of war.

| Recognize Prisoner Son

conference at the navy depart-
ment,  He sald he and an army

2 - s | The story of the Dec. 15 siuking
i l s “n | was related by Lt George K. Pet-
r !ritz, of Rockford, 11l. In a press

800 Men Lost

Naval Lieutenant is One of Two|
Men Who Escaped From |

private were the only two out of
the 1,600 priscners aboard who
gol away from the Japs.

The 27-year-old lieutenant told

how bhe and the other prisoners
Japluiss Thpery [ were stuffed into the ship's small
WASHINGTON, Feb, 32— (UP)— | holds on Dec. 13, 1944, That night
A bavy officer today disclosed a the vessel steamed quietly out of
third sinking of a jam-packed | Manila harber.
Japanese prison ship, with a loss I The next day. American planes
‘of more than §) Americans. || subjected the vessel to lntermit-
The vessel was sunk Dec. 15 by tent bombing attacks which caus-
American planes which could not/ ;di Beymo casualties among  the
distinguish it from a cargo ship. Priso e O
In this case, however, the cargo| Jap Civillans Escape
ng 1 | That night Japanese civillans
xhe 1AW Ameriins hed-sn IR L N Aamaged CrAY
than half survived. pas |'Bit a gmard of Japanese soldiers
y and kept the prie-
In two-previously-disclosed cas- | S1ded WUATS RAL ekl 0 B
es allled submarines unknowing- I The next mcriing—Dec. 15—the
ly sank 1wo Jipaness pﬂwni ship was bombed ugain. Fewer
ships. The.first such Incident oc-1 0 (o Curvivors got into the
ceurred Sept. T, when only 83 out T " Petritz
of 750 Amerlean prisoners‘nboardi :::i‘.r and swam_for shore, P
the ship survived. On Oct. 24 an-| Tyl said most of those who lost
other prison . ship carrying 18001,y i+ ives were prisoners unable
Americans was sunk, Wwith only fits get. out of the o rr fthe
‘five Enown survivors., . | ship ‘went .down. _
| “onditions mboard the vessel
| were frightful, the officer told
Inewsmen. Half of the prisoners

[the vessel, which was less than

ithe size of a’ regulatiin tenuis
lcourt and gnly as high as a man's
| head.: .

| Some of the Americans died
|l irein: sulfocation in the short time
il they ‘were aboard the vessel,

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 22 Feb 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026

['were put into the after:hold of

©2026, Jim Phillips

i In Magazine Picture

The War Department has no-
tifled Mr. and Mrs. Elmus Kline,
who moved this week from Muarion
| to Lawton, that no trace has been
found of thelr son Clarence, who
was taken prisoner by the Japs
with the fall of Corregidor. The
I last they heard from him was in
‘.\I:IJ’. 1944, but they indentified
him as one of the men in the Cor-
regidor death march picture pub-
‘lished in Time magazine, He en-
|listed in the Coast Guard while
{ working as a cowboy in Montana,
:un:l was sent to the Philippines
{ about a year before the Pearl Har-
{ bor attack,

! ]

i
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Jun 1945: 1.
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™=

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
WASHINGTON 28, D. C.
REPORT OF DEATH

[FULL RAME
Ja ase
Kline, Clarence A (PO¥, P.L.) 19 019 157 Pfc
"HOME ADDRESS ARH GR SERVICE TATE oF SIRTH
Roundup, Montana Medieal Dept. 3 Jan 10
PLACE OF DEATH ; CAUSE OF DEATH BATE OF DERAH, |
Paeific Aresm v Killed in action 15 Dec 41
STATION OF DECEASED DATE OF EMTHY ON CURRENT LENGTH OF SERVICE F0R |
ACTIVE STRVICE _____ PAW PURPOREE
Preific Area 21 Dot 40 ur':'::? ﬁm;;f}_ wn-rini |
EMERGINCT AGDRESSLE |Name, relaiionahip, and address)] x '
Elmus M Kline,father, 1622 E 37th St., Marlon, Indians ‘
BENEFICIARY (Iame, relofienahip, ond sdd-eis) e
Elmus M Kline,father,seme as above l
{ Maunde E Kline,mother,Uplend, Indisna . i
I Imlmm 1M LIME OF BUTY | OWR MISCONDUCT NW;ET\'DEFT:%‘% ”mn 1|| ?I"rllggsm* | msa f,"...;'r";'niﬂ..'.;”“
Vs Ho s wo ves  |m Y [uu ves |uu ¥es [0 T ves | ne
ADDITIONAL BATA R STATEMENT [E] e El'mua

t have been in & = beleaguered status
14,
7 May 42 and until such absence
prisoner of war status was terminatsd m!LzI
gidered sufficient to establish the fact 4
War from the Japanese Govh.through the Internationsl Red Cross.

prisoner of war.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF wAR

0 lanan

The individusl nemed in this report is shown by the records of the War Dept ]
from 8 Dec 41 to and including & Mey

Public Law 490) end absent in & missing in ection status on and subsequent to
wes terminated by & report from the Japanessﬂon;} {
2]

through the International Red Cross of & priscner of war status on 16 June 43,
Tuly 45, on which date evidence con |
death was rec'd by the Secretery of |

-of sinking of Japanese vessel on which soldier was being transported while & 1

48 (Sec

Death was resvlt

WD RGO FORM EDITION ©F | FEBRUARY 1985 MAY BE USED,
1 JUH 188

52-1

Clarence Kline, Report of Death 25 Jul 1945. National Personnel Records Center

18 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips
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Son Loston
Jap Prison Ship,
Parents Learn

Mr. and Mrs. Elmus Kline of
Lawton received a message Tues-
day informing them that their son
Clarence lost his life on December
15 in the sinking of a Japanese
prison ship, :

Clarence was taken prisoner by
the Japs with the fall of Corregi-
dor. The parents last heard from
him in May of 1944, but they iden-
tified him as one of the men in a
death-march picture published in|
a magazine a few weeks ago. The
message this week confirmed their
fears that he was a war victim.
He was (hirty-five years of age
last January 3.

A boyhood resident of this t:mn-i
munity, Clarence went west as a
young man and entered the Coast |
Guard while working as a cowboy
'in Montana. He was sent to the
Philippines two years before the
Pearl Harbor attack., During his
residence in Montana, he was mar-
ried to Miss Dorothy Wesigard,
but she and a daughter preceded
him in death. _
| The parents moved from here to
Marion some years ago, but re.
‘cently purchased property at Law-
ton and moved back.

| |

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Jul 1945: 1.
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Clarence Kline, Battle Casualty Report 28 Jun 1948. National Personnel Records Center
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Vincent H. Shafer

Vincent was a classmate of Fr. Harold Roth of Pulaski and taught with him at St. Joseph
College, as well as his brother, Richard, who was killed in 1944.

Born: 10/4/1915

Entered: 7/6/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35502374,SSGT or T3
Medals: Bronze Star, Purple Heart

Died: 1/22/1945

Parents: Matilda Perra (Clifford Henry[deceased]) Shafer

On 23 January 1945, Vincent Shafer, 29, was killed in action in Luxembourg, probably during the
Battle of the Bulge. He was awarded the Bronze Star and Purple Heart. He served 8 months.
He was known in Pulaski County. He was buried in the Luxembourg American Cemetery in
Luxembourg and memorialized at Calvary Cemetery in Evanston, OH.

: N LUNEMBOURG, |
‘ T § Vincent 29, son of
Mrs, M3 I Shafer, 1644 Jonathan
Ave, Evanston, was killed in action
in Luxembourg January 23. He
| had been reported missing. A med-
ical technician, he had entered the
Army two years ago and had gone
overseas in July, 1944, He was a
| graduate of St. Mark School, Evan-
ston, and of St. Xavier College.
Rensselaer, Ind. A brother, Sgt.
JCllffurd W. Shafer, is serving with
‘the Army in Belgium. Other sur-
vivors include a sister, Mrs. Harold
Smith, and two aunts, Misses Anna
and Geneva Perra, managers of the
| Arcade Novelty and Toy Shop.

Cincinnati (OH) Enquirer 18 Feb 1945: 18.

Webpage (newspapers.com).

Vincent Shafer (Collection of smsmith961) -

ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/65078023/person/36136142429/me
dia/c8a42c0d-23e9-4b12-a27a-9544cae71cf0
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Friend Is Casualty

i

i Mr. and Mrs. William Roth of

i Winamac have been informed that

! 8/8gt. Vincent Shafer, son of Mrs,
Mary Shafer of Cincinnati, was

i killed in action in the FEuropean

{ war theatre on January 23. S/Sgt.

- Shafer, was a medical officer at-

]

i tached to the infantry. A class-
imate for twelve years of Capt.
t Harold Roth., he is known in the
! Winamac and Pulaski vielnities
ithrnmu.'.h visits in the Roth home,.
| He was a graduate of St. Joseph's
college, Rensselaer, and taught
there for a year before entering

; service,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Feb 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026

©2026, Jim Phillips

{ 4pt] Vincent © A mem
ber of T8 mhized Detachment
of the 31Tth Infantry Regiment, has
heen awarded the Broaze Stmr
Medal for herole achievement In
military operations. He is the son
of Mra. Matilda Shafer, 1644 Jona
than Ave,

Cincinnati (OH) Enquirer 18 May 1945: 12.
Webpage (newspapers.com).
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Earl Edward Tyler

Although from Medaryville, there was no mention of Earl’s death in either the Pulaski County
(IN) Democrat or the Winamac (IN) Republican.

Born: 10/21/1915

Entered: 9/30/1943

Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,35895892,PFC
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 1/25/1945

Spouse: Cora Ellen Hall Tyler
Parents: Alvah Elmer (Ella Dorothy Beckman[deceased]) Tyler

On 25 January 1945, Earl Tyler, 29, was killed in action in the Pacific. He was awarded the
Purple Heart. He served 16 months, including the Pacific war zone. He was from Medaryville.
He was buried in the Manila American Cemetery in Taguig City, Philippines. He was married.

| Army.
|Earl E. Tyler, Medaryville

Lo

AAMRY AND NAVY
TAKE MORE MEN

Another Group Goes From
County for Physical
Examinations.

The Army and Navy aecepted a
number of Pulaski county young
men when a group went from
Winamae the latter part of last
week for physical examinations at
Indianapolis. The men taken by
the Army will leave three weeks
after the examination; men in the
Nuvy are subject to eall sooner.

| Max L. Russell, Onk
Foster D. Vogel, Monterey
Albert J. Weaver, Star City
Bernard A. Scheffer, Winamae
Franeiz J. Elston, Francesville
Richard F. Fry, Winamac
Reoy J. Bims, Winamac

Navy.
Ivan I Roberts, Francesville
Wallace W. Roller, Winamac
Paul L. Nelson, Francesville
John J. Anderson, Francesville
Ralph G. Wall, Medaryville
Maurice Greulach, Fort Wayne
Raymond J. Hamblin, Francesville
Woodrow W, Shidler, Star City
Robert C. Ewing, Francesville
Rex V. Karr, Winamac

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Oct 1943: 1.

18 Jan 2026

©2026, Jim Phillips

(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 28 Oct 1943: 13.
Webpage (newspapers.com).

r

Earl Twviari has been trans-

e
'O

ferred Benjamin Harri-

son to Camp Shelby, Miss.
(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 4 Nov 1943: 12.
Webpage (newspapers.com).
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Ora “Jack” Jordan

Like his older brother, Jay, who also perished in the war, Jack’s sister and twin, 6, wrote a
letter to Santa on their behalf. Jack’s enlistment caused his employer to close the
business. Jack may have been one of the last fatalities of the Battle of the Bulge.

Born: 7/22/1918

Entered: 5/7/1944

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35838079,PFC
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 1/29/1945

Spouse: Georgia "Georgie" Bell Poor Jordan
Parents: Thomas Jefferson and Icile Valdora "Dora" Hickman [both deceased] Jordan

On 29 January 1945, Jack Jordan, 26, was killed in action in Luxembourg, probably as the Battle
of the Bulge was winding down. He served 8 months, including one month in the European war
zone. He was awarded a Purple Heart. He lived in Winamac for several years before his death.
He was buried in Winamac Cemetery. He was married with two children.

‘ Winamac, Ind.

Drear Santa: - Thought we  would
write you a few lines to let you l—;nnw;
what we want for Christmas. 1 want!
i doll. hickory nuts, candy and gun,
Bring my tw'}n brother Ora a tri-
tevele, hickory nuts,  peanuts and |
::':m(l_v. that’'s all.  Our stocking will|
| hang close to the chimney. Ora and
' Nora Jordan.

I
|
I

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Dec 1922: 2.

i Dears Santa: 1 will tell you what!
I want. 1 want a ball, tricyele, ;mm-?
mobile, train and cars, some candy. |
nuts, chewing gum Il am 7 yearsl|
old and in the primary class. Your,
Crriend. Jay Jordan,

—— ~ |

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Dec 1922: 2.

Pvt. Jack Jordl.n. wﬂh l.ho .l.rnr
in Italy. His wife and oll!ldm
live In Winamac,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Jan 1945: 1.
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FORMER RESIDENT
DIES N AGTION

Jay Jordan, Brother of Two
" Winamac People, |

Is Killed. |

Sgt. Jay Jordan, brother of Jack
Jordan and Mrs. Thomas Hatfield
of Winamac, has been killed in ac-
tion, according to word received
Saturday by relatives here. He
was in the Marine Corps. No other
information was recelved,

The young man would have been
twenty-eight years -of age next
January 5, and was born near
Winamae, " a son of the late Mr.
and Mrs. Thomas Jordan. He
lllvml in this vicinity until moving
{to Michigan with his parents when
| he was about five years old, and |
| was a resident of Ypsilanti previ- |
ous to entering the Marirnes, }

Surviving are the brother and|
sister mentioned, the widow, liv-
ing at Ypsilanti; brothers Wayne
and Joseph of Hartford, Mich.;
sisters Mrs. Paul Ackerman of
lHartford and Mrs. Nora Tart of
| Benton Harbor, Mich. |

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Aug 1943: 1.

18 Jan 2026

©2026, Jim Phillips

| g;\ﬂer having been in continuous
operation for more than fnrly-ri\'ni
years, the Kocher meat market is|
Quitting business after Saturday |
night of this week. The propriet-
or, A. E. Kocher, states that he
has been unable to find a “nrkmnn
" to replace Ora “Jack” Jordan, \\lm
Jeaves for the Army this week end. |
r Kocher, long an employe in |

the meat shop, will be associated
with his brother in the latter's|
wholesale beer business. i

Quitting
Business

Because of the help shortage, we have decided

to close our market after Saturday night of this

week.

We are sorry to do this, but we realize that

the Army's demand for men comes first.

The store will be open all next week, May 8
to 13, for collection of accounts and payment
of bills. All persons owing us, or whom we
owe, will please take notice.

Kocher’s Meat Market

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 May 1944: 1&4.

RS

Pvt. Jordan Kllled
‘In Luxembourg

WINAMAC, Ind. —Pvt. Jack Jor-|
dan, former employee of the Koch-|
er Meat Market here, was killed in:
action at Luxembourg, Jan. 29, ac-
cording to word received by his
wife from the war dvmrunont on
Thursday. -

Survivors include the wife, Geor- |
gia, and two children.

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 9 Feb 1945: 3.
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Pvt. ‘Jack’ Jordan
Loses Life in

Luxembourg

Pvt. Ora (Jack) Jordan of Wina-
mac was killed in action in Lux-
embourg on January 29, it was re-
vealed in a message received by
his wife, Mrs. Georgin Jordan, late
last Thursday afternoon.

He entered service in May,. 1944,
and his last furlough home was on
November 5 because of the death
of a sister, Mrs. Thomas Hatfield.

Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

' He was sent overseas soon after
Ihl- return to camp and had been
|in England and France before go-
jing to Luxembourg,

1 Twenty-six years of age, Pvt,
Jordan was born in the Ora vicine
ity July 22, 1918, a son of Mr. and
|.\|r:a. Thomas Jordan. After the
| death of his parents he mide his
Ihmut- with his brother-in-law - and
I sister, Mr, and Mrs, Hatfield, and
| was employed at the Kocher meat
i market for a number of years be-
ifore entering service.

On January 18, 1938, he was mar.
'ried to Miss Georgia Poor, vwho
I survives with their two children,
|,\lm|lh- and Joan, nearing five and
ltwo years ol age. Also surviving
are {wo brothers, Wayne and Jo-
tseph Jordan of Hartford, Mich.,
|an:d two sisters, Mrs, Paul Ack-
| erman of Hartford and Mrs. Nora
Tart of San Francisco.

i A brother, Sgt. Jordan, with
fa Raider battalion of the Marine
| Corps, was killed in action on Au-
gust 12, 1943. A sister, Mrg. Thom-

las Hatfield, died in November,
;m:aklnx Ora's death the third in
the family within sevenleen

i months.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Feb 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026
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Robert Lewis Plumb
Robert was killed in action just days after his promotion to PFC.

Born: 10/4/1915

Entered: 4/28/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35142622,PFC
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 2/1/1945

Spouse: Cecelia Pearl Plumb
Parents: Gladys May Foust (Jesse Edward) Plumb

On 1 February 1945, Robert Plumb, 29, was killed in action in Italy. He served 30 months,
including 9 months in the European war zone. He had relatives in Winamac. He was buried in
Idaville. He was married.

| Nephew Killed 5

E Bert Howard of Winamac waa
; notified this week that his nephew, i
,P\'t Robert Plumb of Lafayette,
| had been killed in Traly. The |

l}oung man was in the lnfuntr\

. Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Mar 1945: 1.
(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 8 Feb 1945: 5.

Webpage (newspapers.com).

~ Bert Howard received word thisI
week that his nephew, Pvt. Robert
Plumb, sorf of Mrs, Gladys Plumbl
of Lafayette, was killed in action |
in Italy recently. !

Winamac (IN) Republican 1 Mar 1945: 1.

| _ —V—
Gets Purple Heart
~ For Late Husband
. Mrs. Cecelia Plumb, 814% Brown
‘street, has received the Purple
warded her husband, Pfe.
L. [PlumB, posthumously.
b was killed in action
l:n Italy February 1, 1045.
v
(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 28 Apr 1945: 10.

(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 16 Feb 1945: 14.

Webpage (newspapers.com).

18 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips Page 63 of 256



Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Arthur Raymond Doyle
Three months before his death, Arthur had earned a Bronze Star.

Born: 9/21/1915

Entered: 12/4/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35572480,PFC
Medals: Bronze Star, Purple Heart
Died: 2/3/1945

Parents: Magdalina "Maggie" Julia McGee (Francis "Frank" R.) Doyle

On 3 February 1945, Arthur Doyle, 29, was killed in action in Campholz Woods, Germany. He
served 27 months, including 9 months in the European war zone. He was posthumously
awarded the Bronze Star and the Purple Heart. He spent most of his life in Francesville. He was
buried in the Roseland Cemetery in Francesville.

Prt. Arthur R. Doyle, in
~ Army, son of Mrs., Magdalina
- Doyle, southwest of Winar

Pulaskl County (IN) Democrat 8 Jul 1943: 1.
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Beaver Mother

Gets Confirmation

fOf Son’s Death

Mrs, Magdalina Doyle of Beaver
township has received letters from
the War Department concerning
i the death of her son, PFC Arthur
R. Doyle, but no additional infor-
mation concerning details was giv-
en. He lost his life in Germany
on February 2, according to the
first telegram, published three
| weeks ago.

Twenty-nine years of age, PFC

Doyle had spent most of his life!
- in the Francesville vicinity. He
' was born September 21, 1915, at/|
| Washington, Ind., and came to
:this county when he was eleven.
. He attended Francesville school
jand was employed at the Gutwein
 Milling company for ten years. In
the infantry ,he entered the Army
in December of 1942 and went
overseas last July.

Surviving, besides the mother,
nre two sisters, Mrs. Camilla Hay-:
den of Chicago and Mrs. Maxine|
Gurrola of Kingsford Heights; bro-l
(thers, Ambrose of the Francesville
. vicinlty, John and Joseph, at home.

—

Golcl Star Mother
Receives Medals
Awarded Hero Son

Mrs. Magdalena Doyle of the
Francesville vicinity last Thuraday
received the medals which the War
Department has awarded post-
humously to her son, PFC Arthur
Doyle, who was killed in Europe
on Feb. 3, 1945. Services for the
young hero were held at Pulaski
last Aug. 14, with burial at
Francesville. ' g

Medals received by the mother
are: Bronze Star Medal, for ex-
emplary conduct in ground combat
against the armed ‘enemy on or
about Nov. 1, 1944, in the European {
theater of operations; American
campaign medal for the European-
African-Middle East campaign with
three bronze service stars-for the
Northern France, Rhineland and
Ardennes campaigns.

Others are expert infantryman
badge, combat infantryman badge,
good conduct medal, meritorious
service unit emblem and World
War victory medal. A purple heart
award was received soon after
notification of his death was re-

celved.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Nov 1948: 1.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Mar 1945: 1.
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John Charles “Bud” Connelly
Bud was killed in action over Germany.

Born: 8/26/1924

Entered: 1/28/1943

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35585041,SGT
Medals: Air Medal, Purple Heart

Died: 2/6/1945

Parents: J.M. and Celesta D. Master Connelly

On 6 February 1945, Bud Connelly, 20, was killed in action in Germany. He was awarded the Air
Medal and the Purple Heart. He had relatives in Monterey. He was buried in the Cambridge
American Cemetery in Cambridge, England.

viewer/collection/1030/tree/153264256/person/182046588144/
media/c27b466¢-745d-41¢c7-9b74-d21665771207

' Grandson Killed

Mrs. Margaret Master of Mon-
i terey received word Monday Laat
her grandson, Sgt. John C. Conuel-
ly., was killed in action over Germ-|
any. In the Air Corps, the young
man was a son of Mr. and Mrs. J.
M. Connelly of East Chicago. His |
mother is the former Miss Celesta
Master of Monterey. 1
: L= _ 1

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Feb 1945: 1.

John Connelly (Collection of Christine Hearn Gannon) -

ancestry.com/mediaui-
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Damon Elwood Sanders
Damon, killed in the Battle of the Bulge, had earned a Bronze Star.

Born: 6/21/1920

Entered: 5/13/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35353826,SGT
Medal: Bronze Star

Died: 2/8/1945

Parents: Samuel Arlie "Arlie" and Jessie Mae Spriggs Sanders

On 8 February 1945, Damon Sanders, 24, was killed in action in Germany. He served for 33
months, including 11 months in the European war zone. He was awarded the Bronze Star. He
lived most of his life in Medaryville. He was buried in the Independence Cemetery in Baileys
Corner.

Former Medaryville
'Resident Killed

In European War

Mr. and Mrs. Arlie Sanders ‘of
{ Valparaiso received a mesgage
i from the War Department Satur-
{ day informing them that their son,
{ Sgt. Damon Elwood Sanders, had

ihwu killed in action on February
{8 In Germany.

Sgt. Sanders was born June 21,
1920, at Medar¥ville and lived there
until five years ago, when he mov-
ed with his parents to Valparaiso.
He entered gertvice in May, 1942,
. and received his training in Texans.
; SGT DAMON SANDERS He had been overseas since March,
! 1944, as a gunner with n tank des-
troyer company. and held the
Ironze Star.

Besides the parents, he is sur-
vived by three sisters, Mrs. Ada

Sgt. Damon Elwood Sanders lost|
his life in Germany on February
8. He was a son of Mr. and Mrs
Arlie Sanders of Valparaiszo, former
residents of Medaryville, Twenty-

four years of age, he entered the HIill] Misses Nadine and Catherine !
Army in May, 1942, and had been Sanders, all of Medaryville, and'
overseas for nearly a year. Sgt. five brothers, Jack, James and De.!
Sanders was with a tank destroy-| los of Valparaiso, Pvt. Randolph |
er company and held the Hmnz--; J. Sanders, in Belgium, and Cpl..
Star. The Sanders family lived in | Gilbert J. Sanders, in l.uxt-mhurg_t

Medaryville until five years ago. |

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Mar 1945: 1. Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Mar 1945: 1.
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Clifford George “Tip” Baker

Tip’s remains were buried together with two of his crewmates in St. Louis, MO, equidistant
from each of the three families.

Born: 2/25/1910

Entered: 4/19/1943

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35142166,SGT
Medals: Air Medal, Purple Heart

Died: 2/21/1945

Spouse: Mary Straw Baker
Parents: George Henry and Ida Emma Conner Baker

On 21 February 1945, Tip Baker, 35, was reported missing in action when the A26 Invader
bomber on which he was a gunner was shot down near Buende, Germany. Nine months later,
he was reported dead, and almost four years later, his body was recovered. He was awarded
the Air Medal and the Purple Heart. He served 22 months, including 6 months in the European
war zone. He was a lifelong resident of Pulaski County. He was buried in Jefferson Barracks
National Cemetery, St. Louis, MO. He was married.

Airman Fails

Plane Gunner .

: T o Return from
Listed Missing |righine ! Mission
Over Germany|

- ST —

Sgt. Clifford (Tip) Baker
Of Winamac Unaccounted
For Since February 21

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Mar 1945: 1.

PFC {lifford 'Bak.,_er,- gunner In
“the Air Corps, son of Mr. and
Mrs. George Baker of Harrison

- t.:l'hr iship. ch wife was for-
mer ll;p fary Btrur,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Apr 1944: 1.
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left the formation and subsequently |
fell to the earth. Because of the in-,
tensity of enemy action the crew,

bers of ac ying planes
were unable to continuously ob-|
serve your husband’s bomber, and!

Plane Crashes,
it i tted that .he [ in
Laticr Revenls = ju @ oot thet 1he forogstug|

. Mrs. Clifford G. Baker recelved u available in this headquarers.

letter last week from the War De-| “Please be assured that a con-
partment in reference to her hus- 'tinulns search by land, sea, and
band, who was reported as missing air is being made to discover the
in action over Germany since Feb- whereabouts of our missing person- [

Missing Man's

n.ary 21. Parts of the letter fol-

ow
Addllionnl information has been
received indicating that Sgt. Baker

which participated in 4 combat mis-
sion to Lage, Germany, on Feb-

| during this mission, while ieaving

|the target, your husband’s bomber

| sustained damage from enemy anti-
|aircraft fire. The disabled craft

was the gunner on an A-26 bumber:

ruary 21. The report reveals that’

|nel. As our armies advance aver|
| ememy occupled territory, lpecinl
troops are assigned to this task
and agencies of our govemmem.
and allies frequently send details !
! which aid us in brlnglng additional |
information to you." |
Addresses of next of-kin-of oth-|
er members of the crew were en-
closed so that Mrs. Baker could got
in touch with them. !

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Apr 1945: 1.

has received a

ruary 21, when

the wife of the

Capt.
flying behind the
down.

that Lt. Murphy,
control.
near the

its getting down
men’'s contacting
He told the
“every reason to

Receives Hopeful News
About Missing Husband

Mrs, Clifford Baker of Winamac

news of her husband, Sgt.
who has been missing since Feb-

down over Germany. Mrs.
Harrison of Goldsboro, N. ., is

the plane and she was visited by
James Heyward,

Capt. Heyward stated that the|
*engine of the plane was struck hut

woImen

letter containing
Baker,

e ———————————-—— —

went |

his plane ‘
Helen |

other gunner in

who was
craft which went |

pilot, did not lose

The ship was last seen|
Netherlands border, so,
that there was a good chance of |

safely and of the |
the underground. |
they had |
be hopeful.” 1
|

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 May 1945: 1.
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Mrs. Clifford Baker has received
the personal belongings of her hus-
band, Sgt. Baker, who has been
mlssinx since last February 21,
Iwhen his plane went down over
I(}ermany. Included was the Air
Medal which Sgt. Baker had been
awarded two weeks before he was
listed as missing, and his bar and
' civilian pin. The two oak leaf clus-
ters to which he was entitled were
| missing, but are expected to be
{sent home later.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 20 Sep 1945: 2.

Alr Casualty

Local Gunner,i
Missing a Year, "-‘. :
Reported Lost

War Department Lists
Sgt. Clifford G. Baker
Of Winamac as Dead

Mre. Clifford G. Baker was notl- |
I!’Iml by the War Department l'l‘it.‘ :
| Friday that her husband, Sgt. Bak-
IPr was killed in action in Gers

imuny on February 21, 1945. He

had previously been reported miss-
ing but it has now been officially
eatablished from reports that he
|“:|H killed in actjon near ]tmmlo

| Germany, the letter stated.

| Mrs. Baker has learned from
gcnrl'l-npuml-»nw with reiatives of
; other members of the crew that |
| the A-26 in which Sgt. Baker serv-
{ed as a gunner was retur fng from | young man was born February 25,
= bombing mi_‘""‘""' 0 « | 1910, and spent all his life in Pus
| Germavy, Men in other 'I"”- e laskl county, He graduated from
j ported that the lost plane was hit | ipe Winamae hi school ian 1925,
ib.\' flak and later crashed. No | lm,,ln his marringe to Miss Mary
:1"'“:“"hu“"-" were feen. Straw  took place November 9,
: hfl'- [!.;!.;p:'_ };.1.:'\ o his friends | { 1936. Surviving, besides the wifa
;.I'::l".rtp.i entered s r” | |and parents, are brothers Clem of
(5280 went to { Glendive, Mont., Clarence, Chester
| tember, 1344. He w ’-md Clayton Baker of Ha
!"'" airfield SR T‘ “' | township: sisters. Mrs lel Carey
{ completed eighteea m e | of Calumet City, NI, and Mrs. Mil-

Ing the Air Medal wiih three oak e Snilth of Kewhbna
| leafl clusters. I =i

SGT. CLIFFORD BAKER

A.spn of Mr. and Mrs. George
Ihkn of Harrison 1nm~hm tha

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 31 Jan 1946: 1.
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Purple Heart

Medal Awarded
'Posthumously

Mrs. Mary Baker of Winamac,
,who wag recently notified of the
‘death of her husband, lost a year
jago over Europe, on Tuesday re-
' ceived a letter from the War De-
| partment. It was signed by Rob-
Lert P! Patterson, Secretary of War,

“ ho said:
, “AL the request of the President,
(1 write to inform you that the
| Purple Heart ‘has been awarded
posthumously to your husband,
Sergeant Clifford Baker, Air Corps,
|who sacrificed his life in defense
(of his country.

“Little that we can do or say
‘will console you for the death of
'[yonr loved one. We profoundly ap-
' preciate the greatness of your loss,
‘for in a very real sense the loss
| suffered by any of us in the battle
for our country, is a loss shared by
'all of us. When the medal, which
|you will shortly receive, reaches
-:.ou I want you to know that with
(it goes my sincerest sympathy, and
the hope that time and victory of
our cause will finally lighten the
i burden of your griel.”

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Feb 1946: 1.

18 Jan 2026

i

Al

SGT. CLIFFORD BAKER

Body of Gunner,
Lost in 1945, -

'Now Recovered

1

Mr. and Mrs. George Baker have .
been notified by Col. E. V. Free-'
man of the Army Memorial Division |

| that the remains of their son CIlif-|
| ford, along with the remains of |

wo companions, are to be re-!
;moved from the temporary military ]
cemetery in Belgium for group in-|
termext in the Jefferson !larrarl\-
National cemetery, located at St
| Louis, Mo, The =hock of the mes.
-uu.e is. though: to have tma'om-l

| the death of his mother, which oc-
| curred Tuesday morning.

The jetter 'stated that s di\hlnah
| Identifications could not be egtad-

¥ | lished at the time of the recovery,
! (hua the investigaton has now beex |

| | completed, and sufficient evidence
L)

was present to make group iden-

| tification of Sgt. Baker and his
| two companiess. Their [fighter

plane was shot down near Buende,
Germany, as they were returning

! from a bombing mission over Lege,
LG(-rnuuu on Feb. 21. 1945. Sgt.!

Baker, known as *“Tip” to his fam-|
i 1y and friends, was turret gunner. |

The faniily will be informed of
| the date and time of final Inter;
ment sufficiently in advance to per-|
! mit attendance at the ceremonies
| at the national shrine, the message

|| from Col. Freeman stated.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Dec 1949: 1.

Local Gunner
To Be Buried
With Crew

Sgt. Clifford Baker,
Two Others Will Be
Interred at St. Louis

airman and the other two mems-
bers of the crew will be held June
12 at Jefferson Barracks, St. Lou-
is, Mo. He is Sgt. Clifford Baker,

went down over (mnn.m; in Feb-
ruary of 1945.

The bodies of l‘u- three crew
men were located nbout a year
ago, but individual identifieation
| was impossible. Thus the group
| burial will be made at National
}t'(*nwtor_\z Others on the plane
iwere Lt. Murphy of San Diego,
| Calif,, and Sgt. Tom Harrison of
i Chapel Hill, N. C.

Group burial for a Winamae

who lost his life when his _plane |

Sgt. Baker was a son of George
| Baker and the late Mrs.. Baker
of Harrison township and was
‘lmrn Feb. 25, 1910. He spent most
| of his life in this community and
Lj,r wduated from Winamac  high
‘school in 1928. His marriage to
‘\h\s Mary Straw took place in
IJJb and he entered service in
(April of 1943. He was stationed
{at an airfield near Paris, and the
A-26 in which he was serving as
\a gunner was returning from a
i mission over Lege, Germany. when
Til went down., Sgt Baker had
' completed eighteen missions, earn-
ing the Air Medal with thrée oak
leaf clusters.

Details of the services, .which
will be af 10:30 in the morning,
 were sent by the superintendent
of the cemetery. Those who ex-
pect to attend include the soldier's
father, George Baker; brothers,
Clem of Glendive, Mont.. Chester
and Clarence of Winamac; sisters,
Mrs. Millie Smith of Kewanna and
Mrs, Opal' Carey of Hammond:
iMr. and Mrs. Dale Combs of
Winamae. 2 -

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 May 1950: 1.
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Melvin Leroy “Butch” Welsh
Butch was among the first to land on lwo Jima.

Born: 8/28/1921

Entered: 4/30/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USMCR,307937,SGT
Died: 2/21/1945

Spouse: May Girton Welch
Parents: Palmer Henrichs and Jennifer "Jennie" R Pease Welch

On 21 February 1945, Butch Welch, 24, was killed in action on lwo Jima. He served for about 48
months, including over 16 months in the Pacific war zone. He had worked in Pulaski County for
three years, and his wife lives in Winamac. He is buried in the National Memorial Cemetery of
the Pacific in Honolulu, HI. He was married.

. WELSH, (307937) Melvin (@
Enl 4Apr4l,

Taken 1lApr4l.

Melvin Welsh 11 Apr 1941. - vetrcs.nprc.archives.gov.

. iﬁ tho ﬂu!ns. m ot Mr. ahd
~ Mrs. P. H. Wel-h of Ham-
: mond, tomcr residents ot thn

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Jun 1943: 1.

i
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4000 Marines
Die In 25 Days
Oflwo Battle

‘Japs Report Warship and Trans-
| port Landings North of Iwo;
| Fighting at an End

? GUAM — (UP) — American dead
éin the 25 days of savage fighing on
!Two have amounted to less than
14,000 compared with Japanese cas-
lualties of at least 20,000 killed,
| front dispatches disclosed Thurs-
'day. as the Stars and Stripes were
raised over the bloodiest battle-
| ficld of the Pacific war.

.Marines were still mopping up
fapatical enemy troops entrenched
in caves on the northern tip of
| Iwo, but the “major fighting™ el-i
!Iurt of the leathernecks was said |
{to have been completed. |

(Tokyo, quoted by the German
transocean agency, said that war-
ships «nd transports had been
sighted north of Iwo, possibly in-
dicating a new American landing.)

Vice Adm. Richmond Kelly Tur-
ner disclosed American losses had
been less than one-fifth of those
of the Japanese defenders, United
Press Correspondent Mac R. John-
son reported in a dispatch from
Turner’s flagship ‘off Iwo.

Fleet Adm. Chester W. Nimitz
had announced yesterday that at
least 20,000 Japanese were killed
in the first 24 days of the Iwo bat-
tle—a rate of approximately 833
Japanese per day. Iwo covers only
eight and one-half square miles.

In proportion to forces engaged,
both the U. $. and enemy casual-
ties were the heaviest of the war.
Or “bloody Tarawa”, considerably

larger than Iwo, American killed,
wounded and missing amounted to
3,069 and Japanese losses to 4.500.
On Guam, 26 times the size of Iwo
total American casualties were 7.-
247 and Japanese 17,701,

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 16 Mar 1945: 3.
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Marine Killed
On Iwo Jima

Died Feb. 20, Wife
Notified.

WINAMAC, Ind., March 16 «
Sgt. Elvin Welsh, 23, local Mar-
{ine, was killed Feb. 20 on Iwo
Jima, according to a telegram re-
ceived last night by his wife,
Mrs. May Welsh.

Sergeant Welsh joined the Mar-
| ines on April 30, 1941, and was
| stationed in the Pacific, returning
to the United States last year.
He was married on March 6,
1944, to Miss May Girton. After
seven months in this country, he
returned overseas and was with
the Fifth Marine Corps.

The last letter received from
him was dated Jan. 24. Sergeant
Welsh was born in Hammond, but
attended Winamac high school.

Surviving are the widow; the
parents, Mr. and Mrs. T. H.
Welsh, of Hammond; and three

sisters, Mrs. Fern Boyd, Secircle-
ville; Mrs. Clara Fiebleborn,
Griffith; and Mrs. Ella Cross,
Hollywood, Calif,

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 16 Mar 1945: 2.

Sgt. Elvin Welsh, 28, of Winamac, |
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1

Word came Monday to Mrs. |
Joseph Ross, the former Miss|
Dorothy Morrison of Winamac,;
that her husband was wound-!}
ed on Iwo Jima. He is known lu:
.have been with the same outfit)
as Sgt. Welch, and the two \\.-71‘1

friends. The me ge did

give the extent of his injuries f
¢ is n son of Mr. and Mrs. Olin,
1
|

pS M l - w l J After serving sixteen months in
| !!l. e vll' e | the Southwest Pacific area, under |
| | going severe battle activities but,
| l v. . 'mwapim: without a scratch, he was|
| tim of .
i s lc 0 |lough. He and Miss Girton were
| | married on March 5, 1944, at the,
HAtt k ] '('hurch in Buffalo, White county. |
ac on wo { Following his marriage he was,
| Set. Meivin Leray Welch, fa-| west coast and in Hawaii, receiv-|
| miliarly known “Butch” during! ing promotion from corporal Inl
{ the three years that he worked in| gergeant. 1
of the American casualties in the| of age last August 2%, uzvi\im:.i
:l!!l:il'k on Iwo Jima. besides the wife and parents, is "]
A War Department message re-|gisier, in California, |
| the former Miss May Girton, stated | Bl.ldd‘] ls Wounded '
| that he was killed In action on, I
| February 21. This w the sec-|
which Sgi. Girton, was a member,
made thelr first landing on that
island, against strong Jap resis- |
The young mdn was a son of
Mr. and Mrs. Palmer: Welch uf"ln'
Hammond. and came here as a lad
Mr. and Mrs. W. P, Dodd, while| Ross of Lucerne.
they lived on the former J. M.|
Baker farm southwest of town.!
on the R. E. Horner farm. About
four years ago he went to; Ham-
mond and joined the Marinds

Irmurnm] to this country on fur-
!:msitnwl to training camps on thel
| the vic as one Sgt. Welch was twenty-four years |
ceived last week end by his wife,
ond day after the rines, of
tance.
to work for his uncle and aunt,
Later he worked for Galen Girton |
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Mar 1945: 1.

'
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Sut. Melvin L. Welsh, 23
dd. husband of Mrs. May We
v killed in action on Iwo |
February 20, according to a Ma-
frine Corps telegram received here
this week end. Sgt.. Welsh was
the son of Mr. and Mrs. P. H.
Welsh of Hammond.

His widow is employed at the
| Schultz Brother Winamac store
und is living with her parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Galen Girton.

The couple married on
 March 5, 1944 before Sgt. Welsh
left this country. He was serving
| with the Fifth Marine Corps which
captured Iwo Jima.

Sgt. Melvin Welsh

Winamac (IN) Republican 22 Mar 1945: 1.
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Maurice Edmund McFadden

Maurice was on a “mop up” campaign on Iwo Jima with his best friend, A.J. “Tex” Stanton,
when a mortar killed Maurice and blew Tex’s feet off.

Born: 11/2/1925

Entered: 1/20/1944
Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,939825,PVT
Died: 2/22/1945

Parents: L.J. and Muriel Edris O'Donnell McFadden

On 22 February 1945, Maurice McFadden, 19, was killed in action by a mortar shell on Iwo Jima.
He served 14 months, including 6 months in the Pacific war zone. He had relatives in Winamac.
He was buried in the Yorktown Cemetery in Yorktown.

Maurice McFadden (Collection of bdulworth2) -

ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/27504089/person/26063900507/me
dia/9eec9d54-20d2-4aad-bc01-2c0614f9f996.

Maurice McFadden, 28 Jan 1944. - ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/27504089/person/26063900507/me
dia/eb9ede35-0fad-4ba9-88d3-8d0a73705424
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/!Yorktg_vin Marine Is l&ill?d

'Former Tiger Athlete Dies on

‘ Iwo Jima.

A Delaware County youth has been
killed in action and a Muncie soldier
|is listed as missing, their parents
have been notified. They are:
| Pvt. Maurice McPFadden, 19, son
|of Mr. and Mrs. E. J. McFadden of
near Yorktown, killed Feb. 22 on
|Iwo Jima, In the Voleano Islands.
| Sgt. Wallace Airhart, 24, son of
|Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Airhart of 901
| 8. Brady St., missing over Germany
| since Feb. 21.

Pvt. McFadden was well-known in
Yorktown High School athletics. He
| was a member of the basketball team
io! that school and played in the
‘19« county tourriey the day before
| he entered the marine corps. He
|also was a member of the county
| championship baseball team.

The last letter received by Mr. and
|Mrs. McFadden from their son was
'written Feb. 3 aboard ship. He was
with the Fifth Division, and it is
believed that he landed with the
invasion forces on Iwo Jima.

Trained in California.

Pvt. McFadden enlisted in Janu-
ary 1944, before completing his high
school work. His diploma was pre-
sented to his mother during the
graduation exercises of his class, He
was trained at the marine bases in
San Diego and Oceanside, Calif.,
and had been stationed in the South
Pacific since last September.

Surviving besides the pareats are
three sisters, Mrs. Richard Thomp-
son of Seattle, Wash., and Mary

Margaret McFadden and Sharon |

Sue McFadden, both at home.

An army air force engineer, Sgt.
Alrhart, has been stationed in
France. He holds the Air Medal and
an Oak Leaf cluster, which he was
awarded a few days before being
reported missing.

Sgt. Airhart was graduated from
Central High School with the class'
of 1640. He entered the air corps
on Oct. 20, 1942, and received his
wings at Tyndall Pield, Fla. He
later was graduated from an aerial
mechanics school at a North Caro-
lina field.

He is the grandson of Mr. and Mrs.
J. W. Kirkpatrick of 920 8. Ebright |
St. He has a sister, Miss Rosemary
Airhart, and a half-sister, Mrs. Mar-
garet Thomas.

Muncie (IN) Evening Press 15 Mar 1945: 1.

Webpage (newspapers.com).

18 Jan 2026

Nephev:rh .Killied

Taylor home,

|

Mrs., Ira N. Taylor, west of Win-|
amac, has received word that her|
nephew, Maurice McFadden, was!
killed in action on Iwo Jima on,
February 22. His father, L. J. Mec-
Fadllen of Muncie, formerly lived
in the Winamac vieinity., Nineteen
vears of age, the
known here through visits in the

1
|
!
soldier was |
|

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Mar 1945: 1.
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Robert Arnold Bach

Robert had a degree in construction and estimating.

Born: 11/29/1915

Entered: 3/26/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,36013147,TSGT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 2/25/1945

Spouse: Elizabeth Lawing Bach
Parents: John Nicholas and Lydia V. Von Tobel Bach

On 25 February 1945, Robert Bach, 29, initially reported as missing, was killed in action in
Germany. He served 47 months, including 5 months in the European war zone. He was
awarded the Purple Heart. He had relatives in Francesville. He was buried in the Netherlands
American Cemetery in Margraten, Netherlands. He was married with two children.

:
i
i

E.
t
if
i

i
i

£
1
!

| Sgt. Bach left Fairbury in 1948
|with the first contingent drafted
|from Fairbury.

(Streator IL) Times 29 Mar 1945: 10. Webpage (newspapers.com).

. )’I,'

Robert Bach (Collection of LaurieBittnerJasinski) -
ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/181875615/person/372366763916/
media/589bec20-8b70-4554-96e5-8107cfdc6702
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Youngest Son Killed '

FAIRBURY.— (PNS) —Mr| and
Mrs! J. N. Bachi Sr., have reccived
word that their youngest son, T.
Sgt. Robert A. Bach| was killed
in action Feb. 25 in Europe. A
message Sunday stated he was
missing in action and a second
| telegram received Tuesday told of
Sgt. Bach's death. He was be-
lieved to have been serving with
the Ninth army.

He was born Dec. 29, 1935, in
Fairbury. He attended Fairbury
| schools, graduating from the high
school in 1932. He attended Brad-

ley Tech at Peoria two years. He
| was a member of Alpha Pi frater-
| nity. He then attended Illinois
Technical college, Chicago, and re-
ceived a degree in building con-
struction and estimaling

1945: Mopping Up — The Dead

He' was a member of the J. N
Bach and Son firm when called
for service on March 26, 1941, He
trained at Camp Croft, S. C,
wkere he served until going over-
seas in October, 1944. He had a
short furlough before going over-
seas.

Sgt. Bach was married Sept. 5,
1942 to Miss Elizabeth Lawing,
who lives with their two children,
Suzanne Eliza and Tommy
William, at Forest City, N. C. Alsc
surviving are his parents, Fair-
bury; eight brothers and sisters

Harry and Edward, Fairbury; Al-
fred, Champaign; Mrs, Clara Kauf-
man, Silverton, Ore.; Mrs. Kath-
eryn Hanna, Memphis, Tenn .|Mﬁ_j
Caroline Mohar, Minonk; Edmund,
Decatur; J. N. Jr., Forrest,

(Bloomington IL) Pantagraph 29 Mar 1945: 7.

Webpage (newspapers.com).

18 Jan 2026

©2026, Jim Phillips

T

Nephew Killed in Action

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Von Tobel Sr.
of Francesville, son Paul Jr. and
daughter Miss Kathryn, spent last
Friday with Mr. and Mrs. J. N.
‘Bach of Fairbury. Ill. On Tuesday
of last week Mr. and. Mrs. Bach
received word from the War De-
partment that their son, T/Sgt. Ro-|
bert A. Bach, who was first re-
ported missing in action in Ger-
many on February 25, is now, re-
ported to have been killed og(innt
date, Mrs. Bach is a sister M
Von Tobel. Surviving, besides his
parents, are a wife and two small
children, five brothers and three
sisters.

Py

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Apr 1945: 2.
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Robert Cody “Red” Norton

While Dick was the daredevil twin who caused a commotion in 1930, after World War |l, he
installed a dedication plaque for his fallen brother, “Red, in his new movie theatre.

Born: 5/16/1923

Entered: 3/26/1943

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,15359639,SGT or T3
Medals: Bronze Star, Purple Heart

Died: 2/25/1945

Parents: John Edwin "Ed" and Marie Helen Bresenhan Norton

On 25 February 1945, Red Norton, 21, was reported missing in action when his boat capsized in
the Ruhr River near Lendersdorf, Germany. After one year, he was declared dead. He was
awarded the Bronze Star and the Purple Heart. He served 23 months, including 9 months in the
European war zone. He lived in Winamac as a child. He was buried in the Netherlands
American Cemetery, Margraten, Netherlands.

Edinburg (IN) Daily Courier 21 Mar 1945: 3. Website

(newspapers.com).

Robert Cody Norton (Collection of Kathy Selman) American Legion
Honor Roll Book
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1945: Mopping Up — The Dead

War Department
Co‘i}firms De_aath o
Of Former Resident

Norton, son of Mr. and Mrs. John
. Norton of Redkey, formerly of
Winamac, las been confirmed by
the  War Department. Missing
since February 25, 1945, he has
now been declared tead.

“Red”, as he was known to his

!vice in 1943, while a sophomore
';nt Ball State Teachers' college,
and went overseas in July of 1944,
He was wounded the following
September. It was while his unit
was crossing the Roer river near
Lendersdorf, Germany, that the
[ boat he was in capsized,- and the
young man was not among those
who reached the shore.

~The Norton family lived in Win-
jamac when Sgt. Norton was a boy,
! later moving to Portiand and then
to Redkey. He graduated from
‘Portland high school. Surviving
are his twin brother Richard, now
manager of the city airport at

Redkey. : ‘

The death of Sgt: Robert Ci|

friends in Winamae, entered ser-

Peru, and another brother Jack of!

! e
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Mar 1946: 1.

18 Jan 2026

©2026, Jim Phillips

[Robert’s brother]
KIDS ENJOY TRICK Bl(.ZYCL!ST

Tuesday was a great day for small
boys here, not to mention some of the
older boys, who hugely enjoyed them-
selves at two performances by a trick
bicyclist. The first performance was
given at 10 o'clock in the morning
in front of The Republican office.
At 8 in the evening the bicyclist
went through the same evolutions
with bicycles varying in heighth frem
one to eight feet. As an added at-
traction in the evening he jumped
over little Dick Norton, who nervily
lay down in the street for the sum
of a quarter.

Winamac (IN) Republican 17 Jul 1930: 6.

X o g o iy

Portland High School Yearbook 1941. Website (ancestry.com).
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

‘Theater Dedicated to
Twin Brother, War Victim

A new movie theater to open
next Sunday at Redkey is dedicated
to a former resident of Winamac
who lost, his life in World War 2—
~Robert C. Norton, son of Mr. and
‘Mrs. John E. Norton. The theater
has been erected by his twin
brother, Richard, who has placed
~a plaque in the outer lobby read-
ing: “This theater dedicated to the
‘memory of Robert C. Norton.”
~ The senior Mr. Norton was as-
sociated with the Standard Oil Co.
during the family’'s residence In
Winamac. They moved from here
to Portland, where the twin sons
graduated from high school, then
to_Redkey. Robert, tmlljarl

1

i i Swim s 1‘110531 as “Red,” was wounded ihs
Germany in September of 1944

Portland High School Yearbook 1941. Website (ancestry.com). while his unit was cmﬂﬂiﬂg a rjver

and he was not among those who
reached shore after the boat cap-
sized. /

Pu/aski County (IN) Democrat 26 Feb 1948: 6.
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Willard Ralph Weltzin

Willard had an aunt and an uncle in Francesville.

Born: 6/18/1916
Entered: 12/21/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,39460520,SGT

Died: 3/1/1945

Parents: Christina "Tina" Katherine Rohde (Henry[deceased]) Weltzin

On 1 March 1945, Willard Weltzin, 28, was killed in action in Germany. He served 28 months,
including the European war zone. He had relatives in Francesville. He was buried in Olney

Cemetery in Pendleton, OR.

Willard Weltzin (Collection of Douglas Rohde) -

ancestry.com/mediaui-

18 Jan 2026

viewer/collection/1030/tree/20653410/person/18765951875/me
dia/1b9ef907-bf70-472e-8c81-7d777fae3b2d

. Mrs. Henry Weltzin of Echo, Ore.,
| received word March 15 that her
i son, Willard Welltzin, twenty-eight
| years of age, was killed in action
in Germany on March 1. Willard
was a nephew of Mrs. J. C. Mal.
1 chow, Ernest and Ferdinand Welts
1 y
{ zin of Francesville,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Apr 1945: 1.
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Robert Clausen

Mortally wounded while returning a radio to his company after taking it under fire to an
observation post, Robert earned a Bronze Star.

Born: 2/28/1919

Entered: 5/1/19437
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,36667245,CPL
Medals: Bronze Star, Purple Heart
Died: 3/5/1945

Spouse: Maxine Faye Weltzin Clausen
Parents: Claus and Jennie Anne Andersen Clausen

On 5 March 1945, Robert Clausen, 26, was killed in action in Germany. He served 22 months,
including 16 months in the European war zone. He earned the Bronze Star and Purple Heart
posthumously. He was from Francesville. He was buried in the Luxembourg American
Cemetery. He was married with one child.

'Cpl. Robert Clausen R {  Mrs. Robert Clausen of Fran-
Killad in Acice = ; ) cesville received word from the
[ War Department Saturday of the
In European Area !;lft'ith of her hushand, Cpl. Clausen
iwho wag reported killed in action
lin Germany on March 5.
' At the time of his death, he was
(cerving in the 3rd army under
General Patton. He was 26 years
old on February 28.

Mrs. Robert Clausen of Fran-
cesville received v ;
from the War Dep:
husband, Cpl. Rol
killed in action in ( 3
March 5. He was serving in an ;
infantry divigion of the
| Army, ur H 1l Pa

Cpl. Clau re
in May, 1943, s gen
seas the [irst part of December,
1944.

wer-

Twenty-six years of age on Feb G oy
ruary 28, 1945, b 8 1 of s
Mr and’ Mra.' Claus Clugsen of _ He was the son of Mr., and Mys.
his e, On Ociober 31, 1943, e Claus Clausen of Chicago. Sgt.
zin, daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Ver- 'l T yoy o armaodd e o
;!m \\":ILL:![intm l-'r:n 5 : l ( l"‘uht-“ “‘n‘ ﬂhl? l "- d 10 l\]lhh "\Id.\-
Bbsorsgrbap oty s oMo ine Weltzin, daughter of Mr. and
e S Wl Mrs, Vernon Weltzin of Frances-
with her hys e he was

stationed at (a:uli‘ McCoy, Wis., Vi“l’. on OCLUIN.'!' 31. 1943.

before overseas embarkation.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Mar 1945: 1. Winamac (IN) Republican 22 Mar 1945: 1.
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Francesville Man Honored

- Mrs. Claus Clausen of Chicago
recently received, in behalfsof Mrs.
Maxine Clausen and baby of Fran-|
- cesville, the Bronze Star Medal,,
awarded posthumously to Cpl. Rob-|
ert Clausen, who was killed in ac-
- tion in Europe several months ago.
Accompanying the medal was a
citation, which reads, in part:
“Cpl. Clausen distinguished him-
self by heroic action in connection
with military operations . . . on
March 4, 1945. During the attack
on Orenhofen, Germany, Cpl. Clau-
~ sen traveled three hundred y:mls‘
with a radio over terrain rowrmli
by heavy mortar and machine gun/
fire from the enemy, and with nd,
friendly troops in front of him.
Through his efforts in getting the
radio to an observation post, mor-
4 tar Tire was placed on the enemy
CPL. ROBERT CLAUSEN in time to disrupt a counterattack|
which was in progress. In return-|
ing the radio to his company,|
where it was urgently needed, Cpl. |
Clausen was mortally wounded.
“His steadfast courage and devotion|
to duty reflect great credit uvon{
|

himself and are in keeping with/
the highest traditions of the armed
forces.”

In addition to the above recog-
nition, the Chicago Retail Drug-
glsts Assoclation, In their dally
radio program over station WIND,
saluted Cpl. Clausen today.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Oct 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips
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John Martin “Johnny” Conn, Jr.

Three years after his death, Johnny’s folks visited with his buddy, who was with him at his
death.

Born: 5/4/1924

Entered: <4/15/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,819016,PFC
Died: 3/6/1945

Parents: John Howard and Goldie Pearl Kisler Conn

On 6 March 1945, Johnny Conn, 20, was killed in action on Iwo Jima Island. He served 25
months, including 15 months in the Pacific war zone. He was a lifelong resident of Winamac.
He was buried in the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific in Honolulu, HI.

ngh SCh 0 Ol ;Marme Loses Life
Honor Studenti
Is Iwo Victim

Marine PFC John Conn
Of Winamac Listed as
Casualty in Attack

The county's second Iwo Jima |
casualty was reported Tuesday |
night when Mr. anc i
| Conn, west of \\
telegram f[ro

tl

Joyce, at home

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Mar 1945: 1.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Nov 1943: 1.
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Visit Son’s ‘Buddy’

daughters Carol and Joyce visited

week with Mr, and Mrs. Gene
Blppsnn Now only twenty-one,

he lost his life on Iwo Jima. The
two marines had been buddies while

exhaustion after the battle. He
anns +visit some time:during the
{commg summer. The Conns wom
on{t.hrou h the Smoky Mounta

honie
through Sunday.. Cirol  returned.

‘that vvonhig ;to sher )mploimont
ln ‘South Bend.

=L

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 May 1948: 5.

18 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips

Mic and Mrs. John Conn and

in Louisville, Ky., the last of the
Gene was with Johnny Conn when

in service. Mr. Simpson escaped
{ ifijury, but suffered from a serious

‘and” hig wife plan to return the.

to_'Ala}bamq. andystog d len ro g :
at Ha'iquth «Cave, ' Ky..
‘They. were gone from Wednesday.
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Chester Evert Freel
Chester never saw his son.

Born: 8/13/1915

Entered: 3/25/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,0-1999158,2LT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 3/7/1945

Spouse: Hazel Crane Freel
Parents: Grover Felix and Etta L. Grimes Freel[both deceased]

On 7 March 1945, Chester Freel, 29, died of wounds received in Italy from stone debris from an
exploding German artillery shell while loading a mule train with rations for troops. He served
48 months, including 18 months in Iceland and 15 months in the European war zone. He was
posthumously awarded the Purple Heart. He lived in Monterey. He was buried at the Pleasant
Hill Cemetery in Bruce Lake Station. He was married with a child.

Cheste_; Freel
Dies in ltaly

Pulaskl (:onty Mayp Killed n Aee
tion March 7, According to
Message to Widow.

- WINAMAC, Ind.,, March 21—Sec-
ond Lieut Chester Freel, 29, an
infantry officer, was killed jn ac-
tion on March 7 in Italy, according
to a War departmept message re-
ceived by his wife, the former Haz-
el Crane, to whom he was married

four years ago today.

' Lieutenant Freel was born Aug.
13, 1915, son of the late Mr. and
Mrs. Grover Freel. He was grad-
uated from Monterey high school,
ard had been employed in a sfore
at Monterey for a time. He entered
the service four years ago, four
days after his marriage. :

His first overseas uﬂlu m
In Iceland, wll;eu he was stationed
1§ months. He returned quu
rosil.‘h. xemd time in .l'

Cpl. Chester Freel, stationed in wﬂ
Iceland. His wife is Mrs. Ha- :.nm-::r-old W
zel Crane Freel of Harrison e
township.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Oct 1942: 1. Logansport (IN) Pharos Tribune 21 Mar 1945: 1.
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“_‘t. Che-ster Freel 3 Second Lt. Chester E, Freel,|
Dies of Wounds
f]Suffered in ltaly

| twenty-nine years  old, died of
{ wounds in Italy on March 7. This|
word was receivad from the War|
Department Sunday by his wife,|
‘| who lives with her parents, Mr. and |
Mrs. Orin Crane of Harrison town-|

i ship, I
With the Fifth Army In northern

*t Italy, Lt. Freel was uommlnlozmli

lin the field on January 19, having

been a stalf sergeant until that
thue. He entered service March 25,
11941, served in Iceland for eighteen
!mnnlh:i, returned to the States for
| a while and then was sent to Italy,
i taking part in the drive from the|
Anzio beach head through Rome.
He held the American Defense,
European Theater of Operations
and good conduct ribbons and the
| Infantry Combat Medal. His last
i\'lﬁll home was a year ngo last
| January. |
| - The officer was born August t3.1
1915, in Kewanna, a son of Mr, and
Mrs. Grover Freel, both deceased.
' He graduated from Monterey high
{school in 1935 and was married
| March 21, 1841, to Miss Hazel
{Crane, who survives. He also|
{leaves a son, Lee Gordon, eleven|
| months old, whom Lt. Freel had|
| never seen; brothers, Basil of|
| Mishawaka, Charles of Lawton,|
| Willlam of Laporte, Dale and Mar-
' vin of South Bend.

i RN S —

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Mar 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026

IWidow Receives
!Letter from Colonel
iOf Husband's Unit

Mrs. Chester Freel of Harrison
{ township last week recelved a let-
| ter from the colonel of the unit to
| which Lt. Chester Freel belonged.
The young man died of wounds
Inul‘remd on March 7 in Italy, The
| letter follows:

:Dur Mrs. Freel:

As Chester's Regimental Com-
mander, I extend to you my deep-
| est sympathy in behalf of myself,
| my officers and my men, in this
| hour of grief and sorrow, We know
{ how you must feel, for all of us
| here share your grief with you.
| You have given your beloved hus-
| band. We have lost a fine officer,
]n real man, and a true friend,
Without * a doubt, Chester was

| the outstanding officer of this reg- |

| iment. He was possessed of an
| Initiation and intefest in his work
that drew special attention to him.
It was for this reason that 1 select-
(ed him to receive a battle-field
| commission whern his unit was in
|need of an officer to handle sup-

plies. He had done the job in a su- |

perior manner as an enlisted man.
When he became a commissioned
officer, he proved to me that I had

not been wrong in my judgment.
He was respected and admired by |

;all who knew him,

1 At just about dark, one ovenlng,|
| Chester was in a battered village |
i in the mountain country of north-|
(ern Italy, He was supervising and |
assisting in the loading of a mule!
| train which was to take rations to
' units on the front lines. While the|
| loading was going on, the Germans
| threw some heavy callber artillery-!
i shells into the area. One /of the|
i shells struck the side of & near by|
| stone house and exploded. One of |
{the fragments hit your husband in|
[tho chest and came out through
| his back.
| Chester wag rushed to an ald-sta- |
tion close at hand and was ulvorl!
treatment. A little later he wnn{
| evacuated to a hospital, in the rear
| area. All of us hoped he would pull!
| through but the shock and the frag-|
| ment were too much for him. He|
| died soon after we arrived at lno:
hospital. |
Chester was buried with appro-
priate religious ceremonies by one
| of our chaplains in an American |
Military cemetery In northern It-
(aly. There he sleeps the Sleep of |
Peace by the side of other great|
Amgricans who, likediim, have laid
down their lives, that freedom-lov-
ing people all over the world mlgm.l
have preserved for them the God-
given right to be free. i
We already miss Chester. I know |
that we will always miss him. We|
will not forget him. I T can assist |
you In any way, please let me
know,

Sincerely,
WALDON 8. LEWIS,
Colonel, Infantry

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Apr 1945: 6.
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Lawrence Eugene Nims
Lawrence crashed during his last flight before leaving for overseas duty.

Born: 6/1/1921

Entered: 9/18/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,0781029,2LT
Died: 3/13/1945

Parents: Amil Charles and Lydia E. Rife Nims

On 14 March 1945, Lawrence Nimz, 23, was killed when his P-38 Bomber/Fighter crashed near
Santa Maria, CA. He served 30 months. He had relatives in Francesville. He was buried in the
Gilman, IL, cemetery.

Attend Rites for Relative
Killed in Plane Crash

(Francesville' Correspondence)

Mr. and Mrs. Ervin Nimz, of the
Francesville vieinity attended the
funeral services for his cousin, Lt.
Lawrence Nimz, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Emil Nimz, at Gilman, 111, on
Wednesday afternoon of last week.
Lt. Nimz was killed at Santa|
Maria, Calif, on March 14, when |
his plane, a P-38, crashed into a
mountain side. He was on his last
flight before leaving for duty over-
seas, !

Others attending the funeral!
were: Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Kopka
and Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Kruger
of Jefferson township, Mrs. Hattie
Kruger of Winamae, Mr. and Mrs.
Lawrence Nims (Collection of Joel Frampton Gilfert) -  Ernest Nimz and sons, of the Win-
findagrave.com/memorial/102439903/lawrence-eugene-nims amac vicinity. Lt. Nimz was a

nephew of Ernest Nimaz.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Mar 1945: 1.
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Norman D. Tippett

The previous December, Norman had been wounded and then returned to duty.

Born: 3/10/1916

Entered: 9/2/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,36874560,T5
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 3/16/1945

Parents: John Henry and Connie "Cora" E. Davis Tippett

On 16 March 1945, Norman Tippett, 29, died of wounds received in action in France. He served
19 months, including the European war zone. He had relatives in Winamac. He was buried in
Morgan Memorial Park Cemetery in Advance, MO.

NORMAN TIPPETT & T‘5 NOl'fné.n D.Tippett. 29; Son"
JDF%Wd Mrs, of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Tippett of
in lippett o aller, loday g % 1 $
received a letter from their son, Wood ~Rn:er, 'm." dl‘ed 61 ;mounds
T-5 Norman Tippet1, 28, In which recéived in action in France on
he Informed them that he had re- March 16. He is a nephew of
covered from slight wounds re- 3 1
ceived Iast Dec, 23 In France and A I&' T)ppctt of Winamac.

now |8 back on duty at the front.
He is A member of 2 communica-

tions section with an Infantry di-
vision,

Word that Tippett was wounded
first came to his parents In a tele-
gram from the War Department,
but a few days later they recelved
a letler dated, Dec. 26, which he
wrote them from a hospltal. The
letter gave no detalls about his
wound, but Informed them he had

heen awarded the Purple Heart
decoratlon.

Teshnician Tippelt s a tool and
diemaker, having learned the trade
at Western Cartridge Co., but for
three years Immediately before en-
tering service In September, 1943,
he was employed in Detroit. He was
tralned at Camp Van Doren, Mlas,,
and early last June, just a month
before he went overseas, he spent
a furlough with his parents here.
A resident here since age of 0,
Tippelt attended Cammunity high
school. He will be 290 next March
10.

Winamac (IN) Republican 12 Apr 1945: 1.

Alton (IL) Evening Telegraph 17 Feb 1945: 2.

Webpage (newspapers.com).
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Cpl. N. Tippett’s |
Body Returned

|
Remeing of T/5 Norman D Tip- |
pett wili arrive at Advance, Ma., |
L . |

ing and will hl‘|
taken to the Mm'-l

gan Funeral
chapel where it
will remain until|
time of services!
al 2 p. m. Satur-!
day. Burial will'
be in the Morgan |
cemelery. Friends!
may call at the |
[uneral chapel after 9 a. m. Thurs-
day.

Cpl. Tippetl, an infantryman in
the Seventh Army, was killed in
action March 16. 1943 in France.
He entered service in September,
1943, and trained at Camp Van
Dorn, Miss. He recelved the Purple
Heart medal for wounds received
Dee, 23, 1944,

Born March 10, 1916, at Ad-
vance, Mo,, Cpl, Tippett came 1o
Wood River at the age of 9 with |
his parents, Mr, and Mrs. J, H. Tip- |
pett of 324 Picker, He attended the |
Wood River grade schools and was
graduated from East Alton-Wood
River Community High school and
learned the tool and diemaker
| trade at Western Cartridge Co. He
| was employed in Detroit, Mich., at
the time of hls induction,

Besides his parents he is survived

by a sister, Mrs. Audrey Walls of
Wood River.

Alton (IL) Evening Telegraph 13 Dec 1948: 14.
Webpage (newspapers.com).
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Clem Dudley “Dudley” Snyder

Dudley’s folks heard from him a week before his death, and his boyhood friend’s dad got a
letter two days before his death.

Born: 1/15/1921

Entered: 2/2/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,16028890,TSGT
Medals: Air Medal, Purple Heart

Died: 3/22/1945

Parents: Otto G. and Marguerette Weddman Snyder

On 22 March 1945, Dudley Snyder, 24, was reported missing in action as radio operator/gunner
on a B-24 Liberator bomber over Vienna, Austria. One year later, he was declared dead. He
served 49 months, including 4 months in the European war zone. He was posthumously
awarded the Air Medal and Purple Heart. He was a lifelong resident of Winamac. He was
buried at the Lorraine American Cemetery in St. Avold, France.

Dudley Snyder Is Missing

Sgt. Dudley Snyder, reported mas tree which Snyder had riggec
missing in action, is pictured h\'rciup with flashlight bulbs and othe
{with a fellow crewman, ].uh:mv:-):.Inm}u---!nf( decorations which the
!;» they crouched before a ('h:irt-j:mup gathered around the rumpl
1

— — {

--"‘ He has been in the service for

Winamac. ‘four years and was sent overseas

T-Sgt. Dudley C. Snyder

Spt. Snyder, the son of Mr. and!four months ago. He has at least
Mrs. O. (VL Snyder, was reported 12 sorties to his credit, according

i - . i a flight over Austrin|t0 2 letter received by his parents
hgt. nlll”(.‘} !\Il)'dl?l » In tl"‘ l'ﬂ.li{o ::: _\J-,[::’n.h 29 :L_”; I.;l;;ur m:n“ilt: datéedl )é:u'c:l l?. " B
5 G e Pos 2lass gt. Snyder is 24 years old. 3
di Vi-‘"iﬂll ﬂr 'hp J\h’ (‘0!‘])8. s0N PR IPeE SE Mahing Ve was stationed at a bomber crr\:'
of Mr. and Mrs. O. G. Snyder —

of Winam ac. Winamac (IN) Republican 12 Apr 1945: 1.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Dec 1942: 1.
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.

Officer's Letter
Sent to Missing
Pilot’s Parents

Mr. and Mrs. 0. G. Snyder ie-
celved further word Friday regard- |
ing their son, T/Sgt. Dudley Sny-|
| der, who was reported as missing |
in action since March 22 over Aus#|
tria. A létter written by his ccm-|
manding officer, Major General N. |
F." Twining, follows:

“Another of the few oil refiner-|
jes Jeft to the Nazis underwent a
heavy bombardmeat on March 22,
1945, when Liberators of thia sir
force attacked Vienna, Austria.
Over the target, the ship in which
your son, Technical Sergeant D1l-
ley Snyder, was flying as radia
operator-gunner, became disabled
when it received a direct flak Lit

in the bomb bay. Because of the
serions damage, the plane left the
formation and began to lose alti-

i tude in a spin. Chservers report

that one parachute was seen before

j the stricken aireraft finally passad
|| from sight. Since that time, Dudley
| and his crew have been missinz in

action.

“Your son's personal possessions
have been gathered and will be
sent to the Effects Quartermaster,
Army Effects Bureau, Kansas City,
Mo., from which place they will
be forwarded to the designated ben-

|| eficiary.

“In recognition of the splendid
serviee/he has rendered his country
during her hour of need, Dudles
has been awarded the Air Medal
with one oak leal cluster, 1 share
your anxiety for his safety. The
War Department will notify you im-
mediately should there be a changa
in your-son's status.”

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Apr 1945: 8.

?Missing Pulaski Flier

e r——

‘May Be Alive, His ,
‘Chaplain Tells Father

WINAMAC, Ind., April 25
' Tech, Sgt. Dudley Snyder. who|
‘was reported missing in action
'since March 22, was radio- gm‘.-{
‘ner on a plane which was shat|
down in a mission over Austria.!

according to a letter received hy

the flier's father, Otto Snyder,
Itrom Chaplain John Eastwood. ;
' The chaplain informed the fa-
“ther that the plane recelveq a di-|
‘rect hit. but that at least one and !
“peesibly  four people were seen
| leaving the plane before it burst
'into flames and hit the ground.
'He said it was reasonable to bhe-
lieve that part of the crew was

saved. Enclosed

were the names

and addresses of the parents of/

the members of

\

the crew.

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 25 Apr 1945: 8.

18 Jan 2026
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reecived the first direct word of
their son, T-Sgt. Dudley Snyder,
{who was reported missing in ac-
{tion over Austria March 22 of this
vear., The word was a telegram
from George B. Frazier saying he
had received word that his son,
who was on the same plane with
| Dudiey, was safe.

i Mr. and Mrs, Otto Snyder have
!
t
i

Winamac (IN) Republican 7 Jun 1945: 1.

Page 92 of 256



Missing Flyer
Now Listed

T/Sgt. Dudley Snyder’s
Parents Receive Final
Word from Depa#tment

1

| After having been missing a full
| year, T/Sgt. Dudley Snyder is now
| regarded by the War Department
| as dead, according to a letter re-
| eeived during the past week by his
| parents, Mr. and Mrs, 0. G. Snyder

| of Winamace.
1

reported missing over Austria as
of March 22, 1945. He was baseil
in southern Italy, but was not with
his regular crew at_the time, hav-
ing volunteered to take the place
of the regular radie man in an-
other crew who was unable to go.
Only one of the group survived
the ecrash that cost the  others
their lives. He was severely burn-
ed and is stil in a hospital in
this country, but has written to
menrbers of the Snyder lamily seve
eral times, telling them of Dud-
ley's activitles.

Other buddies of the lost {lyer
have corresponded with the fam-
ily, and one recently made a spe-
cial trip here from Findlay, Ohio,
to tell parents and sisters of the
esteem in which he held. Bud-
dies have also revealed tha
destroyed the outfit’s tent a
time after Dudley Jost, and
that but few of his effetts conld
therefore be sent home.

Records Reveal Loss of Plane.

The official letter from the War
Department carries the following:
“Theé records concerning your son
reveal that he was a crew member
of a B-24 (Liberator) aircraft which
departed from Pantanella Air Base,
i Italy, 22 March 1945, on a bombing
\mls:«im:. As soon as the formation
| entered the target area, in the vi-
| einity of Vienna, Austria, your son's
|aircraft received a direct hit by
| enemy antiaircraft fire. went into
a spin, and blew up. Only one chute
was seen leaving the plane. The

Among Dead

|  On duty as radio man on a bomb- |
| ing plane, the Young sergeant was |

1945: Mopping Up — The Dead

Shot Down i Plane

4 1
T/SGT. DUDLEY SNYDER

}nne crew member who is known (o
'have survived stated that he had an
1I=|)||rmm|m| of seeing your son ap-
}mu'uully unconscious on the floor
near the waist windows of t(he
plane. He could not tell whether
or not yourson was wounded. How-
ever, this crew member stated that
as he had been injured by fMak, he
suspected that your son alzo
have been wounded, as he and
your son were standmg near rach
other when the plane was hit.”

Well Known in Native Town.

Dudley was born in "Winamae on
| January , 1921, and spent his
| entire life here., popular ameng
all acquaintances. He graduated
local high school in 1939,
| and entered service less than two
years later, in February of 1911
| Bernard Freeman and James Hair
| enlisted in the Air Corps at the
| same time, and all three wenl to
| Rantoul, 111, for training. Bernard
became a lieutenant and was lost
in the Pacific theater about two
| months before Dudley failed to
| come back. Hair has returned
home following his discharge.

Nesides his  paren Dudley
leaves three sisters—Miss Bgnice
| Snyder of Indianapolis, Mrs. Jean-
| ette Stark of Chicago, and Mrs,
| Annabelle Mangold of Winamae.
]: A public memorial service in
1lmn0r of the lost flyer are to be
| held at St. Peter’'s church in Win-
{amac on Saturday of next week,
| April 13, at 9:00 am.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Apr 1946: 1.

18 Jan 2026
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Set. Dudley Sﬁyder
Declared Dead

Mr. and Mrs. O. G. Snyder ol
Winamac received word this week ! -
from the War Department stating .
that their don, T-Sgt. Dudley C.i
Shyder, who has been missing in =
action since March 22, 1945, now '
has been declared dead.

Records reveal that he was a/
crew member of a B-24 aircraft
which departed from Pantanella Air’
Base, Italy, on March 22, 1945, on
a bombing mission. As soon as the §
formation entered the taget area, in’
the vicinity of Vienna, Austria, his'
plane received a direct hit by euemyf
anti-aircraft fire, went into a spin.
and blew upr. |

Only one chute was ,seen leaving!
the plane, according to details re-
ceived by the War Department.

“The one crew_member who is
known to have survived, stated that
he had an impression of seeing your
son apparently unconscious on the
floor near the waist windows of the
plane,” the letter stated, “But did|
not know if he were wounded. He
and your son were standing near|

;
|
1

! Dudley Snyder
Dudley was born on January 15,
1921. He was graduated from
Winamac high school In 1939,

each other when the plane was hit." |

Winamac (IN) Republican 4 Apr 1946: 1.
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Jack Dudley Lawler

Jack was killed, and his missing younger brother, Allan, was declared dead, leaving their
parents to mourn their only children.

Born: 6/20/1917

Entered: 4/1/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,0-380142,CPT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 3/24/1945

Spouse: Jeanne Lenore Holstein Lawler
Parents: Horace Joseph "Curley" and Bess A. "Bessie" Mopps Lawler

On 24 March 1945, Jack Lawler, 27, was killed in action in Germany when his parachute was
caught in a tree. He was awarded the Purple Heart. He served about 47 months, including 8
months in the European war zone. He had relatives in Winamac. He is buried in Paris, IL. He
was married.

:
£ :
: 2
555
:

Jack Lawler (Collection of Kevin Davenport) - Prior to en service on Aprii
ancestry.com/mediaui- 1 1“1' he was employed at the
viewer/collection/1030/tree/208891/person/301177147/media/3 M'Nm
a3623b1-9e42-4e7b-8241-3f0edc02d777 mﬂu are hu “f' ww
i
Jeanne Lenore Hoilstein of Terre

:
5
Z
g
i
2

ﬂe'l:. has been
in the Aslatic
since June 19, 1944,

i
;

(Mattoon IL) Journal Gazette 7 Apr 1945: 4.

Webpage (newspapers.com)
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Relatives here received word
that Major Jack Lawler, 24, from
Paris, Ill., had been killed in Ger-
many March 24. He was a para-
trooper and a son of Mr. and Mrs,
Harve Lawler. He was 'a nephew
cf Mrs. Amanda Bartlett and Mrs.
| Efiie Dancey of Winamac.

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 11 Apr 1945: 9.

18 Jan 2026
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. Mrs. Amanda Bartlett of Winas
| mac has been notified that her
| great nephew, Major Jack Lawler
lof Parig, Ill., was killed in action
in Europe. He was a paratrooper
in the 5l1st Airborne Division. A
i brother, Lt. Allen Lawler, a grads
nate of West Point, has been mis-
i sing over Burma since last June,
The young men are the only cnils
{dren of Mr. and Mrs. Horace Laws
! ler of Paris.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Apr 1945: 1.
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Orden Ross Faris

Having already been wounded in the North African/Sicilian campaigns and participatingin
D-Day, Ordon died the following March from a second wound incurred on Thanksgiving
Day.

Born: 9/21/1916

Entered: 8/12/1941
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35166524,CPL
Medals: Bronze Star, Purple Heart
Died: 3/26/1945

Parents: George Ross "Ross" and Nancy Mae Wood Faris

On 26 March 1945, Orden Faris, 29, died of wounds incurred on the previous Thanksgiving Day
from a field mine explosion in France. He served 43 months, including 33 months in the North
Africa and European war zones. He was awarded a Purple Heart. He was a resident of
Francesville and Medaryville. He was buried in the Independence Cemetery in Baileys Corner.

. 3 : ® _1
e o iion  West Side
MEDARYVILLE, Dec. 20—Mr. 5
wraiarersses Man Is Hit

R. Faris, was wounded in ac
Nov.’ 23, in Germany. He is with |

somis st |n Europe

two years, going through the

North African and Sicilian cam-| ' Cpl. Ordon Faris, son of M.
paigns. Later he saw action in and Mrs. Ross Faris of Medary-
Italy and was then sent to Eng-| ville, was reported wounded in ac-

land, from where he took part in

t-h‘ D-d” l.-ndlm in Nommdy. tion il’l Germany on Nov. 23: ac-
v

cording to word received this week.
(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 20 Dec 1944: 15. Cp]. Faris already holds the
Webpage (newspapers.com). Purple Heart for wounds received
during the North African and
and Sicilian campaigns. He has!
been overseas for two years and
was serving with the American
First Army when wounded this
time. '
He had also taken part in the
Ttalian campaigns and then was
shipped to England and took part
in the D-Day invasion.
Winamac (IN) Republican 21 Dec 1944: 1.
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Former Francesville
Man Dies of Wound!_

Mr. and Mre. George R. Foris
of Rensselaer - reesived word Jast
Thursday evening that their son,
Arden Ross Farig, had died in
| France on March 26. No further
details concerning his death were
tcontained in the message, The
young man had been wounded in
action last Thanksgiving Day, The
Farises are former residents of the
i Francesville community, living on
la farm northwest of there until re-
cently moving to Rensselaer,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Apr 1945: 1.
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DIES OF WOUNDS
Mr. and Mrs. Ross Faris re-
ceived a message from the war

3
i
8
E
i
E
g

of the first army. He had par-
ticipated in four invasions, North
Africa, Sicily, Italy and D-Day.
Fa~r was born at Medaryville, |
Sept-.mber 21, 1916. Themtai
and the following brothers and
sisters survive: Cpl. Boyd Delos
Paris, who is with Patton's army,

last fall when Mr. Faris retired
from farming.
(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 14 Apr 1945: 7.

Webpage (newspapers.com).

Page 97 of 256



More Details
Received on

Death of Son

Additional information has been
received on the death of Cpl. Ar-
den Ross Faris, which occurred
March 26. The parents, Mr. and
Mrs. George Ross Faris of Rena-
selaer, formerly of ™he west side
of the county, received a telegrath
two weeks ago, but gince the first
mame and serial number did not
coincide with those of their son,
doubt was held as to the authentic-
ity. However, a message from the
‘War Department received this
week disclosed that Cpl. Faris had
died of wounds suffered when a
field mine exploded on the German
front.

Cpl. Faris was wounded twice
previously, the first time while
on duty in Italy. and on Thanks-
giving day he was wounded along
the Germman [ront, when he was
hospitalized for a shraprel wound.
He was inducted August 13, 1841,
and had been overseas thirty-
three months. He participated In
four invasions, North Africa, Siclly,
Italy and Normandy, and was with
the First Army.

The young man was born in
Medaryville on September 21, 1916,
and attended the Medaryville
schools. The family moved to
Rensselaer last fall when Mr. Faris
retired from farming. The par-
ents and five brothers and sis-
ters survive—Cpl. Boyd Delos
Faris, with Patton’s Army, Gordon
of Hammond, Mrs. Wilbur Cook
of Medaryville, Donna and Eugene,
at home,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Apr 1945: 8.

18 Jan 2026
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- r . -y e
(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 26 Oct 1945: 6.

Webpage (newspapers.com).
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Oliver Estel “Ozzie” Marion
When he died, Marion had only been overseas a few weeks.

Born: 5/2/1921

Entered: 8/17/1944
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,36473988,PVT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 3/27/1945

Spouse: Isabel Doris Sprague Marion
Parents: William Elias and Lizzie Dora Saltwell Marion

On 27 March 1945, Ozzie Marion, 24, was killed in action in Germany. He was awarded the
Purple Heart. He served 8 months, including just a few weeks in the European war zone. His
parents lived in Medaryville. He was buried at Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery in
Hombourg, Belgium, and has a memorial in the Brown Cemetery in Jasper County, Indiana. He
was married with three children.

- I

West Side |
Man Dies
In Europe

Pvt. Oliver E. Marion of Me-
daryville. ;

Pvt. Marion, 24 years old, son
of Mr. and Mrs. William E. Ma-
rion of Medaryville, was reported
killed in action in Germany on
( March 27. He had been overseas |
{only a month.
| In addition to the parents, sur-|
vivors include the widow and
three small children who reside in

Ozzie Marion (Collection of Mike Marion) - ancestry.com/mediaui- Michigan W'ith her parents
viewer/collection/1030/tree/74031370/person/30286574315/me

dia/9880f676-925f-4588-8ae3-a46cfb3b4b04

Winamac (IN) Republican 26 Apr 1945: 1.
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Pyt. Oliver Marion
s Killed in Action

| i Ofiver Gt Marfien, M
| fermyeviy of Bamile Crece was kilec
| Im melbain e Cermaisy Marcls 39
| while Bghung with the 13 Arsy
| Prfvale Marion bnd been i oondba)
b unky 19 deis.

Bom in Indsiia. he spred s
af hiw Hie ki Colowaler. wiere he
grmluneed frem
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liwwil B Datukis
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i, ey, amll lra Lewe. pom e
Abe surviviig are Bl iwiler, Wils
Hamn, of Medsryville, Q. [ii
il lieis, Waltrt, of 14HE Weal 8=
femn preime, Serpcap] Gearzge Ma-
fmia, i EFike Lleefnal R TR
Chevelseil, Ok Charles, of Ralnsns-
foan, AEwl (6F] sdiEl Dra &l Ciillasiee
amil three sSsbers 3Mos. Lem
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Elen and 3av af Dexier,

Battle Creek (Ml) Enquirer 3 May 1945: 8. Website

(newspapers.com).
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Raymond Gunter
Raymond died on Easter Sunday.

Born: 5/25/1926

Entered: 9/20/1944
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35908916,PFC
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 4/1/1945

Parents: Cecil Friendzel and Ruth Ford Gunter

On 1 April 1945, Raymond, 18, was killed in action during the taking of the Paderborn airport in
Germany. He served for 6 months, including in the European war zone. He was awarded the
Purple Heart. He was from Kewanna, but had an uncle in Star City. He was returned to his
family and buried in Grass Creek.

viewer/collection/1030/tree/22822929/person/1308015877/med
ia/8473a8ea-d2b9-4f62-9ab4-1eb0a2faa76b

Mr. and Mrs, Ernest Gunter of|
Star City have received word that|
‘their nephew, Pvt. Raymond 'Gun-
ter, has been missing in action in
~Germany since April 1. He is a
(son of Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Gunter
of the Kewanna vicinity. - They
“have w0 other sons overseas.
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Apr 1945: 2.

= . .i Born May 25, 1926 near Grass
Gunte r thes | creck, he was the son-of Ceeil
) nnd Ruth (Ford) Gunter. e was
" g't aduated from the Grass Creeck
Set Satu rdo high school in 1544 and entered
| y the service on September 20, 1844,
DS P Atter receiving his  trainlng  at
hL“AN\,‘\ lud.—F\maral Ber- »:H MeClellan, Georgla, he was sent
vices for the late Pfe. ‘Raymongd |t.n Germany whera he served with
| Gunter, son of Mr.-and Mrs: Ceml General Hodge's Blitz Tirst Army,
3rd Anmnored Division. -
Gunter, of Grass Creck, Will be| " He wos Killed in uction while
heid at 1 ojclock Saturday after- | his unit was taking the Paderborn
noon from the.Grass Creck Iivar 1-I airport In Germany on April 1,
gelieal United Brethren church. i 1645, Prior to hiz death, he had
The Rey. Paul Garner, of Mor-  scen action In Cologne and the
rocco, Tnd., Wil ofticiate ind inill- | Rubr vailey.
tary rites will be “conducted by | 5\11\’v1ng are: the parents;
the Don Moore ‘American Leglion | six brothers, Vergil, Cecil, George,
post’ of Kewanna. The body will| Ray, Rebert.and Richard, all of
arvive at the Herrison- funcral| | Kewenua; two sisters, Mrs. Mar-
. home in .l{e\vanna I‘Lursday after- | jorle Easterday, ol Logansport,
|nooa, - ‘und Mre., Mildred Mulllns, Ke-
| wanza,
j The body will remaln at tiie Har-
'rison funeral home whete friends
‘may call until the heur pmtedmg
\t.ha funeral.

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 13 Jan 1949: 17.

Raymond Gunter (Collection of ralphmullins) -
ancestry.com/mediaui-
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Harold Hadley Stickler

Harold had an aunt and grandparents in Pulaski County.

Born: 11/19/1920

Entered:

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,0-720356,2LT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 4/2/1945

Parents: LeRoy Wilfa "Roy" and Sylvia Hadley Stickler

On 2 April 1945, Howard Stickler, 24, was killed in action while piloting a war plane over
Germany. He was awarded the Purple Heart. He served, including 5 months in the European
war zone. He had relatives in Winamac. He was buried in the cemetery in Palestine.

Lieut. Harold Hadley Stickler
with the 34th Bomber Squad,
17th Bomb Group - Casualty

WWII 2 April 1945

ted 18 Jan 2 rch

A granite memorial stone lies in the Palestine Cemetery, Palestine,

Kosciuxko Co Indiana ax a memorial to Lieutenant Harold Hadley
Stickler, born 19 November 1920 in Indiana. He was with the 34th

Bomb 3quadron, 17th Bomb Group and Is Nsted a5 a Casualty WWIL.

It is not known when he joined the 34th.

The 34th presently is the 4th oldest active squadron in the US Air

Force, being formed on 10 May 1917, less than a moenth after the U3

entered WiNl.

Shortly after the aitack on Pearl Harbaor, the 34th flew anti-
submarine warfare patrols in the Facific NW from 22 Dec 1941 to
March 1942. It was reassigned to Lexington Co. Alrport, 3G, on 8
Feb 1942 to meet the threat from German subs operating off the
East Coast. At that time, the only B-2E% in service were with the
17th Bombardment Group.

In Hovember 1242, the squadron deployed to Morth Africa; in
December 1942 it was part of Operation Torch and assigned to the
new 12th Air Force in Algeria, with tactical bombing raids on enemy
targets in Algeria and Tunisia. It remained with the Mediterranean
Theater of Operations for xeveral years. The squadron flew combat
missions in the invastion of Sicily, the invasion of southern Haly, the
Corsica Campalgn, and the Invasion of southern France during the
summer of 1944,

Moving into France, the squadron supported American ground
forces moving north through Lyon and eventually joined American
forces In eastern France which had participated in the northem
France Campaign after the HNormandy D-Day landings in June of
1944, carrying out tactical bombing missions from lyon Airfield,
primarily hitting enemy targets in central and southern Germany
until the German capitulation in May 1245. (This was the time
period when, it is assumed that Lieut. Harold Hadley Stickler and
prohably hisx crew and the plane did not survive a bombing mission.)

After the and of hostilitles, the 34th becamse part of the U3 Alr
Forces in Europe occupation forces,; assigned to the American Zone
of Dccupation in Austria until Hovember 1945, when it personnel
wiere demobilized in France and returmed to the US,

[He died 2 Apr 1945, about a month before VE Day was declared.
He left his parents: LeRoy Wilfa Stickler 1891-1974 and Sylvia
Hadley 3tickler 1694-1873, a sister Thelma Jane 1818-1985, his
grandparents Clayton L. Major Hadley 1867-1248 and Harriel Jane
"Hattie™ Chambers Hadley 18771968, his grandmother Ella Viola
Stickler 1852-1957, and 9 Hadley and Stickler aunts and uncles,
plus many great aunts and uncles and cousins.)

Harold Stickler (Collection of LastSearch) - ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/8642357/person/-268411799/media/e5424f21-

9253-4b7b-a493-3c72c4d57341
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Heor of Nephew Killed |

First Lt. Harold H. Stickler, sonj
| of Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Stickler of
|Wms:m was killed in action over

' Germany on April 2, the parents
I\\ ere informed by a telegmm from
' the War Department on Friday, He
Lwas a pilot of a bomber, Lt, Stick-
le: was a nephew of Mrs. J. N. Dill
'of Windmac and a grandson of
IM; and Mys. C. M. Hadley, who
(lived in Jefferson township for
| a number of years before moving
' to Warsaw a few months ago. Be-
' sides the parents, the young man
~is survived by one sister, Miss
~Jane Stickler, a teacher in the

| Knox school.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Apr 1945: 2.
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Edward Charles “Chuck” Madlung

Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Although a lifelong Monon resident, Chuck's wife was from Francesville.

Born: 2/19/1920
Entered: 3/23/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35044716,SGT

Medal: Purple Heart
Died: 4/9/1945

Spouse: Betty Fleck Madlung
Parents: John Bernard and Feddie B. Byrad Madlung

On 9 April 1945, Chuck Madlung, 25, died of his wounds incurred the previous night in battle in
Germany. He served 37 months, including 8 months in the European war zone. He was

awarded the Purple Heart. He was a lifelong resident of Monon. He was buried in the Monon
Cemetery. He was married with one child.

West Side Lad

War Victim

In Germany

Sgt. Edward G. Madlung
Killed in Action April 9,
Wife Is Notified

Mrs. Edward Charles Madlung
of Francesville received word last
Friday evening from the War De.
partment that her husband, Sgt.
Edward Charles Madlung, was kill-
ed in action in Germany on April
9. No further details were given
in the message.

Sgt. Madlung was a son of Mr.
and Mrs.” John Madlung of the
Monon vicinity. He was born Feb-
ruary 19, 1920, near Monon, and
had spent his entire lifetime in
that community entering ser-
vice on March 23, 1942, He was
married to Mi Betty Fleck of
Francesville on October 26, 1941.

“Chuck,” as he was known to

friends on the we:t side of the
county, as well as his home com-
munity, went oversear last Sep
tember. He was serving with a

tank destroyer battalion of the
Ninth Army, one of the main units
in the reecent drive on Berlin.
Resides his wife and parents, he
leaves a son Robert Charles, 14
months old. He also has two bro-
thers in service, one statloned in

Florida and the other in the south-
weast Pacific.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Apr 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026

©2026, Jim Phillips

Dies in Germany

Funeral services for Sgt. Edward
Charles Madlung, a World War
casvalty, were held Sunday alter-
noon at the Methodist cburch at
Monon. His parents, Mr. and
Mrs., John Madlung, live near that
town.

Familiarly known as “Chuek,”
Sgt. Madlung went overaeas with
a tank destroyer battalion in the
fall of 1944, and was Injured in
Germany on the night of April §,
1945, while i eharge of a two-tank
unit. He died next day, and was
buried in Margotten cemetery In
Hollund, His age was 25 vears,

Before entering the Army he
was married to Miss Batty Fleck|
of Irancesville. One son, Robert
Charles was born to them, Also |
surviving are two brothers, Ber-
nard and Lewis, at home,

The services on Sunday wers
conducted by the Rev. Charles Me-
larty of Chicago, formerly of- Mon-
on. Iinal burial was in Monon
cemetery, with the American Lep-
jon in charge of graveside cere-
noiies.

® %8

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Jul 1949: 1.
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Merle Linn Dille
Merle was part of the first boatload of soldiers sent to the European war zone.

Born: 9/6/1918

Entered: 2/2/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35254981,SGT
Died: 4/12/1945

Parents: Cora Mable Linn (Allen Earl[deceased]) Dille (Sidney Monroe) Beall
Fiancee: Miss Charlotte Marie Kaiser

On 12 April 1945, Merle Dille, 26, died in Belgium of wounds incurred in a land mine explosion
while helping rescue two German civilians on March 29. He served for over 36 months in the
North Africa and European war zones. He was born in Winamac. He was buried in Winamac
Cemetery.

Former Resident Dies
Of Wounds in Europe

Sgt. Merlinn Dille, son of Mrs,
Cora Beall of Crown Point, form-
erly of Winamac, died April 12
in a hospital in Belginm {rom
wounds suffered in a land mine
explosion on March 29. His mo-
ther had  been notified of  hisg
. wounds and had received a letter
written by a friend of Sgi. Dille's,
fin which he asked the family not
L to worry as he was going to be all
‘right., He suffered severe shock
j and injuries in one leg. Two days
| later she received a telegram from
the War Department telling of his
death,

The younz man was born in Win-
amac on September 6, 1918, and
graduated from Crown Point higi
school in 1936. Sgt. Dille had been
overseas for three vears with an
Army engineer unit. Surviving, be-
sides the mother, are two sisters,
Mrs, Florence Mounce and Mrs.
Fern Bartholde, and two brothers,
Earle Dille and Billy Beall, all of
Crown Point.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 May 1945: 1.
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George C. Freeman

Both from Winamac, George and his buddy, Henry Helm, were killed four days apart on
Corregidor.

Born: 2/2/1910

Entered: 4/16/1941
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35176464,PFC
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 4/12/1945

Parents: Harry and Lydia E. Frieske Freeman

On 12 April 1945, George Freeman, 35, was killed in service on Corregidor Island, Philippines.
He served 48 months, including 16 months in the Pacific war zone. He was awarded the Purple
Heart. He was from Winamac. He was buried in the Winamac Cemetery.

Wires Tell of | Wer Victm
Son Killed, |
Another Hurt

PFC George Freeman Is
Casualty on Corregidor; |
Roger FreemanWounded

Two telegrams from the War de-
partment to Mr. and Mrs. Harry
Freeman of Winamac announced
the death of their son George in
the Philippines and the wounding
of their son Roger on the Euro-
pean war front. 4

The first of the tragic message
came Thursday and stated that
% ’ (Sgt. Roger Freeman was in a hos-| PFC GEORGE FREEMAN
el " pital in Franee, having suffered n
A leg Injury on April X ‘The
ond, received on Saturday eve
stated that "C orge Freema
| was killed in action on Corregidor and V at home, Lloyd of
lon April 12, He was thirty-five Veeder ., Marion of *Walk-
years of age. A letter has since erton, Mrs. Olive DBraun, “Mrs.

Besides the parents, he leaves

g, five brothers and five sisters:
in France, Paul

| been received from Sgt. Freeman Dorothy Seldel, Mrs. Marjorie
but,he gave no details of his in- Thomas and Mrs. Clara Ruth

i Jury. Rude of Winamac, and Mrs. Mary

d PFC George Freeman was born Jane Sloderbeck of Kingsford

[ February 2, 1910, and spent all Heights.

| of his life before entering service A letter from the chaplain of
in April, 1941, the Winamac vi- George's unit, received by the pa

cinity. He ¥ ent ove

s De- entz We

esduy, stated that he
cember 23, L

the was killed n underground ex-

| Hawailan taking part plosion, and I:;..r been buried on
é in the invasion of the Philippines, Battaan. i
p Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 May 1945: 1.

Ml o oboifty saban tin kabaf
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L]

Sgt. Roger Freeman

I

[pnrenta. Mr. and Mrs. Harry Free-
I man of Winamae, from a hospital
Fin England that he was recovering
!sallsfuclorily from a wounded knee,
i
|
|

which he

Purple Heart
to their

‘celved a
! posthumously

| George Freeman,
i

i

General MacArthur
death of Pyvt. Freeman
regidor.

{ ]

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Jun 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026

wrote his

awarded
Pvt,
and letters from
his commanding officer and from
regarding the
Cor-

son,

on

suffered in Germany, and
is now able to be up and arofind.
Mr. and Mrs, Freeman also have re-

Rites Planned for Buddies Killed
gln Pacific Battles

T/SGT. HENKY A, huum

Winamac young men who
| were members of ‘the same com-
during the war in the Pacific,
¢ who lost their lives in battle

‘~ og Corr or within four days of
‘ra-.u h ot to be laid to rest
| 4n howe ¢ eteries the coming Sat-
| f nday.

} /3gt.. Henry A. Helm
(are to bé at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday,
I'%

=

church, conducted
J. J. Decker, pastor
. Joseph Link, | tate
Yo bl W. (hapuin Burial in the
| Catholic cemetery will foliow, with
| the loc: al V. F. W. post in charge of

G, F reeman is to be
additiom to
y on Sunday,
00 p.m. in
3 in charge of
/. post. The olficialing
s the Rev. Kenneth W

Heater aund Marion
rk, two other Winamac young
| men now at home, weire members
of the same outfit. The four w
together during all their Army ser-
| vlce, and Heater and Clurk helped
8 who lost
being ntade
0 Winamac
a men who were
id ‘who, if they
.will join Messrs,
ater and Clark as pall bearers
}Au the two services,
Mother Gives Two Sons.
Helm w son of
» Helm of

Mrs

» in 1919 du
» was born

camps

-ortieth

Four Da\js Rparh

PFC GEORGE C. FREEMAN

and was shipped overseas-in De-
cember of 1943, After extensive
service in charge of a light mortiar
platoon, ke fell in battle bn the
(ourth anniversary of his induction,
April 16, 1945, a month before his
birthday. The remalns
were given burial in a cemetery
r- Manila, and reached here
sesterday forenoon. They are to
sein state at the Kennedy funeral
.ome until the hour of the service.
ides his elderly mother, lv-
ng in the north part of Winamac,
e leaves his wife, Mrs. Agnes
taderstorf Helm, also of -this city;
srothers George and Paul of South
Jend, Hele and Estel of Mishawa-
.a, Clarence of Remington; sisters
Arg. Goldie Newman of Milwaukee
d Mrs, Mazie Culligan of Chi-
280, |
Aember of Well Known Family.
I'FC Freeman, thirty-five years
a! age at the time of his death,
on of Mr. and Mrs. Harry
Ry nd grew up in the fam-
Iy home soutliwest of Winamac,
Sorn Febe 2, 1910, he entered ser-
vice of e\prll 16, 1941. Like his
suddy Helm, he took training at
n-\:-x‘li, i‘:tmﬁs in this country and
eit for the Pacific war theater In
Jecember  of 1943, He too took
t in various battles, and re:
vedd his fatal wound on April
1945, four days before death
ame to Sgt. Helm, The remains,
aken from their temporary grave
iear Manila, reached here Tussday
ind are also at the Kennedy chapel.
Five brothers and live sfsters,
ition. to the parents, com-
e list of survivors. Roger,
1 Vernal. live at home,
1 at Rockville and Marion at
Mrs.. Olive Hraun, Mra.
Seidel, Mrs. Marjorie
Mrs. Clara Ruth Rude
Are r nts of the Winamac
vicinity, and-Mrs. Jane Sloderbeck
of South Bend.

¥
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Henry A. Helm

Henry’s momma lost a son in each World War. Both from Winamac, Henry and his buddy,
George Freeman, were killed four days apart on Corregidor.

Born: 5/15/1905

Entered: 4/16/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35176487,TSGT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 4/16/1945

Spouse: Agnes Raderstorf Helm
Parents: Elizabeth "Lizzie" Rose Shoaf (Oscar G.[deceased]) Helm

On 16 April 1945, Henry Helm, 39, was killed in action on Corregidor Island, Philippines. He
served 48 months, including 16 months in the Pacific war zone. He was awarded the Purple
Heart. He was a lifelong resident of Winamac. He was buried in St. Peter’s Cemetery in
Winamac. He was married.

Helps Knock Jap Gun

“Our mortar section got credit

for knocking out a heavy Japarese

capon which was firin 0o our
Ootite o ~ :-gui:\ A | o) ',

& | ) Winanmad | LLoODn

)i a4 gl nmo HAloOn |

Lhe s isl 18 deserio

ng how his unit eliminated the

big Japanese 120 mm mortar in o

wegtern Luzon mountain pass. “lg

didn’t take us very long to wrile

finis to the position,” T/Sgt. Helm
sanid., “We lired only a few rounds
to silence the morta

Sgl. Helm, whose wife lives in
Winamae, has been overseas

teen months and is a veteran of tho
battle to liberate DBataan and mop-
ping up operations on Corregidor.
(Special to ‘The Democrat trom
headquarters, 38th Division.)

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Apr 1945: 1.

l‘l- fienry Helm, in rifte infant-
ry, husband of Mrs., Agnes
Helm of Winamace, '

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Feb 1942: 1.
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“Our mortar section got thei
credit for knocking out a heavy!
Japanese weapon which was ﬁlmgl
ton our route supply,” T-Sgt Henry,
chlm, husband of Mrs. Agnes|
Helm of Winamae, reports in a dis.
patch from the 38th Division on
Luzon. He is serving as platoon
sergeant of a light mortar platoon
in the 151st infantry. He holds the
combat infantry badge, Philippines
Liberation ribbon and the Asiatic-
Pacific theater ribbon with two

campaign stars.
Winamac (IN) Republican 19 Apr 1945: 1.

S t. Helm Killed
On Corregldor

WINAMAC, Ind. — Tech. Sgt.
Henry Helm, who would have been
40 vears old May 15, was killed
April 16, on Corregidor according
'to word received Sunday by his
 wife, Mrs. Agnes Raderstorf Helm:

Formerly a farmer, he had been
in service for four vears and over-
seas sixteen months. Survivors in-
clude, beside the wife the mother,
Mrs. Lizzie Helm; five brothers,
George, Paul, and Hale, all of
South Bend; Clarencde, Remington
and Estel, Baltimore, Md., two sis-
ters, Mrs. Goldie Newman, Mil-
waukee, Wise., and Mrs. Mazna Col-
ligan, Chicago. A brother, Williamn
was Kkilled in World War 1.

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 7 May 1945: 2.

18 Jan 2026
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His mother, Mrs, Elizabeth lln-lnl!
of Winamac, Is the first Pulaski|
| county woman to become a Gold|
Star Mother of both World Wars

| 1 and 2. Another son, Oscar Cloyd
& || Helm, sauuumhul twenty-six years
& | z0 on April 27, in a Baltimore hos-
tal as the result of wounds suf-

| fered in France. A third son, Hale,

! received an honorable discharge
st January after three years' ser
vice in the southwest Pacific re-
&|| glon.
3 A recent dispatch {o The Demo-
| crat from headquarters of the 38th
8| Division stated that T/Sgt. Helm
as a platoon sergeant of a light
mortar platoon in the 151st infan-
| try, and was a veteran of the bat-|
tle to liberate Bataan and mop
| ping up operations on Corrigidor.
B | Overseas [ifteen montas, ae neld
B | the American Defense, and Philip
! pines Liberation ribbons, and the
Asiatie-Pacific ribbon with two

T/SGT. HENRY HELM,

T/Sgt. Henry Helm of Winamuae |

| < In the same company as PFC
{
'Loses Sons in
|\\I|n died in action on April 12
| wits Rtiladsdn, astion: April: 16, 26 sisters corge, Paqul and  Hale|

campaign ribbons. He fell on the|

‘w‘ M th fourth anniversary of hisg indue-|
mamac 0 er tion int ice. T/Sgt. Heln was |

| George Freeman, son of Mr. and

i Mrs. Harry Freeman of Winamac,

T w ld w Surviving bes ite, the|
wo Or ars : ormer Miss Ag taderstorf, and f
mother, five brothers and two|

& e Wi Hvllu of South Beml, Clarence of |

cording to a telegram from the WA ey gypion,  Estel of Baltimore,

Mrs. v
| Department which h'“! ‘:I‘ I!I: Mrs. Goldie Newman of Milwaukee
'A;.nw: Helm, receivec iturda and Mrs, Mazie Colligan of Chica-|
T/Sgt. Helm would have been forty | 0.
i‘.( ars old on May 15. e

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 May 1945: 1.
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Rites Planned for Buddies Killed

gln Pacific Battles

iT. HENHY A noom

Two Winamac young men who
v aemb of ‘the same com-
during the war in the Pacific,

or within four days ol
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{a-nc-h other,
| ne ceme

y.
t.. Henry A. Helm
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four other
tin the company ey
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men who w
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fzzie Helr Win A

1o

indueled
celved tr

rvice 1941, r
several camps

r

Four Days Apart,

PFC GEORGE C. FREEMAN !
and was shipped overseas-in De-
zember of 1943. After extensive
service in charge of a light mortar
platoon, ke fell in battle bn the
«curth anni sary of his induction,
April 16, 1945, a month before his

<ortieth birthday. The remalns

given burial in a cemetery
wear- Manila, and reached here
sesterday forenoon. They are to
e in state at the Kennedy funeral
until the hour of the service.
les his elderly mother, lv-
ng in the north part of Winamac,
ie leaves his wife, Mrs. Agnes
taderstorf Helm, also of .this ¢ity;
srothers George and Paul of South
jend, Hale and Estel of Mishawa-
.a, Clarence of Remington; sisters
Ars. Goldie Newman of Milwaukee
Mrs. Mazie Culligan of Chi-

wer

20, i
Aember of Well Known Family.
I'FC Freeman, thirty-five years
ze at the time of his death,
on of Mr. and Mrs. Harry
, and grew up in the fam-
Iy home southwest of Winamac,
3orn Feb: 2, 1910, he entered ser-
vice u}( April 16, 1941. Like his
suddy Helm, he took training at
sever#i, camPs in this country and
eit for the Pacific war theater In
-ember  of 1943. He too took
t in various battles, and re:
his fatal wound on April
45, four days before death
-ame to Sgt. Helm. The remains,
aken from their temporary grave
iear Maiiila, reached here Tugsday
| are also at the Kennedy chapel.
brothers and tive sisters,
ddition to the parents, com-
list of survivors. Roger,
and Verpal. live at. home,
1 at Rockville and Marion at
Mrs.. Olive Hraun, Mrs.
Seidel, Mrs. Marjorie
1 Mrs. Clara Ruth Rude
nts of the Winamac
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George Junior Kahler
George had just written a letter 8 days before his death.

Born: 6/13/1922

Entered: 11/28/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35568757,T5
Medals: Bronze Star, Purple Heart
Died: 4/18/1945

Spouse: Madeline Nellie Malia Kahler
Parents: Mace Franklin and Clara Conwell Kahler

On 18 April 1945, George Kahler, 21, died of wounds received in action from a sniper earlier
that day near Thalheim, Germany. He served 31 months, including 15 months in the European
war zone. He was awarded the Bronze Star and Purple Heart. He was formerly from Star City.
He was buried at the Netherlands American Cemetery in the Netherlands. He was married with
a child.

George Kahler (Collection of Taibi Kahler) - fieldsofhonor-

database.com/index.php/en/american-war-cemetery-margraten-
k/63509-kahler-george-j
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Soldier Dies
Of Wounds

|
St

Kewanna Couple Notified of M
of Son, George J. ‘
Germany.

KEWANNA, Tnd, May S—M¥.
and Mrs. Mace Kahler of Kiwnﬂpl

have been notitied that thelr
T/6 George J. Kahler, 23, m'"ﬁ
wounds in Germany on April 1
He was In the third armored
vision of the First army. pE

After entering service on Nov.
28, 1942, he received his triining
at Camp Chaffee, Ark, and went
overseas in Féb. 2, 1944 Hs hnd:
served in England, France, Bel-
gium, and Germany. His last léts
ter was written April 10, '

The youth was graduated from
Pulaski high school in April, 1841,
Surviving are the parents; his wife,
Madeline, and son, Taibl, age 2,
and three sisters, Essie, at home;
Eva Ginn and Maudie Gltllﬂl. m-
of Kewanna.

—

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 8 May 1945: 15.
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T-5 Geo. Kahler
Dies of Wounds

In Germany

{ T/5 George J. Kahler of Kewan-
na, formerly of Star City, died
April 18 from wounds received
that day in action in Germany.
His parents, Mr. and Mrs. Mace
Kahler of Kewanna, received a
telegram the latter part of last
week from the War Department
stating that their son had heen
seriously wounded. Sunday a mes-
sage came saying that the injuries
had been fatal.

T/5 Kahler entered service on
November 28, 1942, and received,
his training at Camp Chaffee, Ark.
He went overseas a year ago last
February, serving in England,
France, Belgium and Germany. He
was with an armored division of|
the First Army. The last letter re-|
ceived from him was written April;
10. |

Surviving are the parents, wife
and two-year-old son, and three,
sisters, Mrs. Lva Ginn ant Mrs, |
Maudie Carlson of Kewanna and,
Essie, at home, !

e |

——

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 May 1945: 1.
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T-5 George J. Kahler, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Mace Kahler, former
residents of Pulaski county now
residing near Kewanna, was re-
ported . dead of wounds received
in action on April 18, according
to a War Department report.

T-5 Kahler was serving in a
tank division with General Patton
until the last few weeks when he
was transferred to General
Hodge's First Army as a member
of the 3rd Armored Division. He
had been overseas since Novem-
ber, 1942.

Young Kahler entered service
in November, 1942, and trained
at Camp Choffee. He went over-
seag in February, 1944,

Survivors include the parents
and widow, Mrs, Madeline Kahler,
and son Tatie of Hammond; and
three sisters, Mrs, Eva Ginn of
Rochester, Mrs. Maudie Carlson
of Kewanna and Miss Essie Kah-
ler, at home.

1945: Mopping Up — The Dead

T-5 George Kahler

{Germany. He was buried in the

Winamac (IN) Republican 17 May 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026
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‘Parents Receive Details
Of Son’s Death and Burial -

Word has been recelved by Mr.
and Mrs. Mace Kahler of Kewanna,
formerly of Star City, that their
son, T/5 George J. Kahler, diad
April 18 from an abdominal wound
1eceived that day. It was caused

by sniper fire while he was on a
rission in the vicinity of ‘Thalheim,

military cemetery at Breuna, Ger-
many, with military honors and a
Protestant chaplain officiating.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Sep 1945: 2.
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Ivan Leonard “Butch” Schraeder

Butch was raising the spirits of his Pulaski County uncle and aunt after recent reports that their
son, Richard, also a bombardier, was missing in action. Butch told them that he, too, had a
plane shot out from under him, and he parachuted to safety. Sadly, Richard was not to be as

fortunate. And Butch’s luck ran out a year later.

Born: 10/10/1921

Entered: 1/5/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,16052287,SSGT
Medals: Air Medal, Purple Heart

Died: 4/20/1945

Parents: Frederick August and Eva Marie Roth Schraeder

On 20 April 1945, Butch Schraeder, 23, previously reported missing, was killed in action as a
bombardier/ tail gunner on a B-17 Flying Fortress bomber over northern Italy. He served 39
months, including in the European war zone. He had relatives in Pulaski County. He was
awarded the Air Medal and Purple Heart. He was buried in the Florence American Cemetery in
Impruneta, Italy.

Butch Schraeder (Collection of Rodger Schlink) -
ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/12891892/person/-
161657558/media/bd8143c8-7f46-44aa-b457-9a77463c2687

18 Jan 2026

Alrman Reported
‘.Mieqino" Visits
Relatives Here

A tail gunner in an American
airplane who was shot down in
the European war theater last
| September and reported “missing
in action” a few days later, but
who wrote a letter to his family
the fore part of January to *state

ed relatives here over Sunday.
He is Ivan Schrader of Peoria,
(N1, nephew of Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
}!inm Roth of Winamac. Numerous
i acquaintances  hereabout, gained
by Ivan while visiting on the Roth
{farm in Indian Creek township,
;know him as “Butch.” He made
|the trip here with his cousin, Vin-
! ecentc Roth, now attending watch-
| makers’ school at Peoria, who
I'spent Sunday with the home folks.

that he was safe and sound, visit-|

Ivan reveals no military-secrets|
\in connection with his experience. |
He and his companions bailed out|
tor the plane. from a height of
26,000 feet, he sald, after it had|
been seriously damaged by enemy|
fire. He added that he “lit in a/
cabbage patch then ran Jike hell.”
The location of the cabbage patch, |
and how he got back to this coun:|
try, are all parts of the untold|
story. |

His safe return- is of particular
interest to the Moth family, since
word reached here on February|
15 that their son Richard, a bom-
bardier, was missing In action.
The home folks are cheered by |
the fact that his cousin, similarly|
reported, escaped wthout a seratch |
and was able to write home four
months later, |

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Mar 1944: 1.
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i - - . |
' Missing Second Time '_
Mr. and Mrs. William Roth of
;“-"inama(- have received further
i word about their nephew, S/Sgt.
i Ivan “Shrader of Peoria, Ill., who'
iwas reported missing April 20,
E\\'hilv on a mission over enemy
territory. He was based in Italy,
The pllot of another plane in the
i formation reported that he saw two
parachutes leave the stricken
, plane, which was shot down after,
 accomplishing its objective., This
'is the second time S/Sgt. Shrader|
Ehas been missing in action. He re-|
i turned to combat after recovering!
from exposure and injuries suffer-|
{ed when he was shot down in Ger-,
. many and escaped to Spain by wayl
ior the underground. !
| ] i

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 May 1945: 1.
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Mr. and Mrs. William Roth re-
ceived word last week .that their
~nephew, Lt. Ivan Schrader, a
bombardier of Peoria, Ill., has
been reported missing in  Italy
since April 20. Lt. Schrader was|
missing five monthg and 21 days|
while serving in Europe. After
a rest period in England and the
“U. 8. he returned.to duty. He isi
well known in ‘Winamac.

Winamac (IN) Republican 17 May 1945: 1.

Nephew Killed

S8/Sgt. Ivan Schrader of Peoria,
NI, a nephew of William -Roth of
Winamac, was killed in action over|
northern Italy on April 20, rela-
tives have been informed. A gun-
ner on a B-17, he had previously
been reportfg missing, - . :

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Jul 1945: 1.
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Edward Felix Good

Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Except for Ernie Pyle, Edward was burned at reporters who misrepresented morale.

Born: 9/16/1918
Entered: 6/30/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35163064,PFC

Medal: Purple Heart
Died: 4/25/1945

Parents: Grover Cleveland and Anna Effie Whipple Good

On 25 April 1945, Edward Good, 27, was killed in Germany by a sniper while driving his
commanding officer to the front line. He served 46 months, including about 24 months in the
European war zone. He was awarded the Purple Heart. He had relatives in Star City and
Winamac. He was buried in the Lorraine American Cemetery in St Avold, France.

Soldier Jumps;
Onto “Writers k
From the Rear’

Not all of the mews writers on
the battle fronts are to be depend-
ed upon, according to PFC Edward
F. Good, a nephew of ‘Osa Whipple
of Winamae. Following are ex-
cerpts from a letter which he
wrote “somewhere in Europe” on
January 17:

“I got your box of cigars a cou-
ple: of weeks ago, and they are
all gone by now. It's snowing
again, and we already had about
a foot of it. I'm sure lucky this
winter because I don't bave to be
out in the weather much except
when I am driving. We have a
good dug-in hole here. Had one
in the other position but we had to
withdraw from there, so we burned

“Some of those guys who claim
they came over here and have
been up front and then go home
and write up in the papers what
-the » boys over here think, sure
give us a pain. We haven't ever
seen any of them here in this sec-
tor. They must all stay back to
the rear except Ernie Pyle. I read
an article one of them wrote about
none of the boys wanting to come
home till this war was over. He
said he couldn't find 60 men out
of 100 who did. If he wants to
come  here, I can show him a
whole battery who have been over|
here twenty months and who want
to take a visit home. To hear him
tell it, getting the Jerrys is just
like shooting rabbits. If I dldn't
know better 1 might have believed
it. When you have never seen
about 300 crazy SS troops come at
you when your company isn’'t even
full strength, you know different
and would like to get your hands
on some of those writers who ride

it up.

'PFC Edw. Good,
Artilleryman,
Killed in Europe

PFC Edward F. Good, grandson
of Mrs. Felix Whipple of the Wina-

in Germany on April 25, It was re-
vealed in a mesgage received Tues-
day evening.

The telegram to the sold-
fer's mother, Mrs. na Good of
Peru, who has been at Star City for
several days helping care for her
sister-in-law, Mrs. Dale Whipple,
| during the latter’s illness, The
message gave no details, but saidl
ja letter would follow,

mac vieinity, was killed in action |

I:u'ound the rear burning up gas.”
| R

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Feb 1945: 8.

Edward, son of Mr. and Mrs,
;(‘.unl'l' Good of Peru, worked here-
{ about for three years before en-
* {tering the Army in June of 1942,
| He was employed by his uncles Ora
i‘n::: Ray Whipple in their gravel
{ business, and by Osa Whipple on

{ the farm,

The young man was in the Artil
lery, A letter which he had writ-
ten to the home folks was recently

i

PFC Wil

5 1 the Army

in Germany. A sister, Miss Har
riett Good, i3 in the WACs and is
stationed at Port Oglethorp, Ga,
“A younger brother, Lewis, s at the

| parental .home and attends school

|at Peru.
!

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 May 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026

©2026, Jim Phillips

Relatives Learn Details
Of Soldier’s D=ath

The manner in which PFC Ed-
ward F. Good met his death in Ger-
many on April 26 was learned by
relatives here while his brother,
PKFC William Good, was here on a
visit, Edward was driving a
jeep in which his commanding of-
ficer was riding to the front line.
A esniper’'s bullet struck Edward in
‘the breast,” killing him instantly.
The jeep overturned on the road-
sice, but the officer escaped with-
{out injury, as he himself related in
‘a letter to William. Accompanied
( by his mother, Mrs. Anna Good of
Peru, William visited a few days
tago in the home of Mrs. Good's
i mother, Mrs. Felix Whipple. Ed-
‘;ward lived in that home for three
ryears before éntering the Army in
1 1042, As a member of a medical de-
‘tacbmént, PFC William has been
{in numerous engagements, but his
‘only injuries were wrist wounds
(treated at a- first-aid station,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Aug 1945: 2.
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Lowell Martin Marks
Lowell’s grandmother lived in Winamac.

Born: 9/18/1915

Entered: 1/16/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,20530992,SSGT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 4/28/1945

Spouse: Lucille B. Harts Marks

— The Dead

Parents: Martin Zelotis (Aldeana L. "Daisy" Hunter [deceased]) Marks

On 28 April 1945, Lowell Marks, 29, was killed in the line of duty in an automobile accident on
Iwo Jima Island. He served 51 months, including in the Pacific war zone. He was awarded the

Purple Heart. He had relatives in Ripley. He was bu

ried in the Estates of Serenity (1.0.0.F.)

Cemetery in Marion. He was married with two children.

Auto Accident
On Iwo Jima
éFatal to Soldier

Mrs. Rosa Hunter of Ripley re-
ceived a telegram from the War
Department Tuesday notilying her
of the death of her grandson, Low-
ell Marks, who was killed in an
| automobile accident on Iwo Jima
| while in the line of duty. The aec-
cident occurred April 28,

Mrs. Hunter is employed at the
present time in Knox. The grand-
| son formerly made his home with
| her, but wags inducted from Peru.
|  His wife and two chiidren, Joan,
i ten years old, and Jimmy. eight,
i live in Ohlo. A brother Russell,
i who formerly lived here, is now
stationed at I’t. McClelland, Ala,
His mother, Mrs. Walter Decker
of Peru, died July 15, 1939,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 May 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026
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Lowell Marks of Ripley.

Mrs. Rosa Hunter, grandmother
of Lowell Marks, received a tele-
gram which reported that her
grandson had been killed in an
automobile accident on Iwo Jima.
Winamac (IN) Republican 10 May 1945: 1.
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Harold Francis Lebo

Harold’s bomber may have crashed into a gravel truck during takeoff for a bombing run on
Palawan in the Philippines.

Born: 4/26/1922

Entered: 9/9/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USACC,15108588/0-707942,2LT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 5/6/1945

Parents: Samuel Harry "Sam" and Bessie Edith "Edith" Dean Lebo

On 6 May 1945, Harold Lebo, 23, was killed in action while a navigator/bombardier on a
bomber during takeoff from Palawan Island, Philippines. He was posthumously awarded the
Purple Heart. He served about 27 months, including 5 months in the Pacific war zone. He was a
lifelong resident of Winamac. He was buried at the Manila American Cemetery in Taguig City,
Philippines, and memorialized at the Winamac Cemetery.

Local Airman | Palawan Victim

— PR A

KilledinAction! i
On Phlllppmes 'j,a. ‘J

Lt. Harold F. Lebo of
Winamac, Navigator, i I T ¥
Is War Casualty '

() L s
Second Li. Harold F. Lebo was ‘—t\ e &
killed |'ilnw nl;lmmldni P 3 »
fro g W ent re ved | -
‘edne by his par- | 3
B

|1| comm on
1. He left for '1..-

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 May 1945: 1.

A/C Hmld Lebo trtinln; as a
- Navigator . in the Alr Coru.
son of Mr. and llu. Bm Lebo
or me e

Pulaskl County (IN) Democrat 18 Nov 1943: 1.
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1945: Mopping Up — The Dead

._R byl
DatbofPilutSon |

~ Mr. and xn. M Lebo of Wina-,
mac have received further informa-
i tion on the death of their son, Lt.
Harold Lebo, who lost his life Ma,y]
6 on Palawan in the Philippines.
A letter from Maj. Bryce A. Hed-
lund of the Air Corps stated that
as the plane in which Lt. Lebo was
navigator-bombardier took off, it
swerved and crashed into a coral
embankment. Full military funeral
 services were conducted May 7 and
- burial was in the military cem-
ietery on Palawan Island.
. The officer also wrote, “Harold
! was held in high regard by all mem-
bors of this squadron., He always
'performed all duties assigned to
| him in a cheerful and efficient man-
‘ner. He was a splendid soldier and
; of outstanding character. You have
Lh.e deepest sympathy of all officers
and men of this organization.”
| A letter was also received from
 Gen. Douglas MacArthur, express-
 ing his sympathy. “His seryice un-
der me in our fight for liberty in
the Pacific was characterized by
‘hls unswerving devotion to our
couutry We have lost a gallant
| comrade-in-arms.”
| Secretary of War Stimson has
‘also written informing Mr. and
i Mrs. Lebo that they will receive
!;‘the Purple Heart. -

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 21 Jun 1945: 2.
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Jack Harold Cavin

Alongside George Freeman and Henry Helm, Jack became the last fatality in the group of
six Pulaski County men in the same infantry unit.

Born: 3/4/1911

Entered: 4/16/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35176468,SSGT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 5/12/1945

Parents: Frances "Fannie" M Frushour (Maurice L.) Cavin (Harvey) Barnes

On 12 May 1945, Jack Cavin, 34, died of wounds incurred on Luzon Island in the Philippines. He
served 49 months, including 18 months in the Pacific war zone. He was awarded the Purple
Heart. He had lived in Winamac for many years. He was buried in Manila American Cemetery
in Taguig City, Philippines.

=y

Six Winamae men have recently
Ibm»n awarded the Philippine Lib-
| eration ribbon: S:/Sgt. Charles E.
Heater, S/S8gt. Marion V. Clark,
I Sg enry A. Helm/| Sgt. Jack H.
|(‘nvin. |PF‘(‘ Grrorge C. Freeman
and PFC Hiram D. Bell. This dec-
| oration ig given by the Common-
{ wealth Government of the Philip-
| pines to all troops actively partiei-
| pating in the campaign to free the
flslunds. All members of the same
r.combat infantry unit, these men
{ have been overseas for more than
a year. Prior to their arrival in the
fPhiIimn‘nes they served in the Ha-
i walian Islands and New Guinea.

——

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Feb 1945: 1

Jack Cavin and 'Smiley' (collection of Cavin1945) - ancestry.com
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Soldier Related

Here Loses Life
In Philippines
S/Sgt. Jack H. Cavin,

. Former Winamac Lad,
Dies of Battle Wounds

S/Sgt. Jack H. Cavin, who made
his home in Winamac before en-
tering the Army, died of wounds on
May 12 on the island of Luzon,
according to word received from
the War Department by relatives
hereabout. ‘Thirty-four . years of
age, he had been in the Army for
more than three years and over-
seas for eighteen months as an
infantryman.

1945: Mopping Up — The Dead

A son of Mrs, Harvey Barnes
and Morria Cavin, both of Logans-
port, the sergeant came to this
community in 192t and made his
home with a grand aunt, the late
Mrs. Tim O'Connor, at her home
southwest of Winamae, and at the
time of entering service was em-
ployed in Winamac. He was a
distant cousin of William and Ed
O'Connor.

Surviving, besides the parents,
are two brothers—Robert, who was
wounded in Germany and is now
stationed in Colorado; Glenden,
stationed at Fort Ord, Calif,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Jun 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026
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Willard Henry "Bill" Moose

While not in service at the time of this death, Bill died testing warplanes.

Born: 9/28/1912
Entered: 10/15/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,17039090,PVT

Died: 6/18/1945

Spouse: Marcella Mary Cunningham Moose

Parents: Fred Charles and Etta Lausinda Walker Moose

On 18 June 1945, Bill Moose, 32, died while testing a P-47 Thunderbolt at the Republic Aviation
facility in Evansville. He joined the service in 1942, but there is no record of his discharge. His
parents lived in Winamac. He is buried in Winamac. He was married with a child.

Earth on Farm Near
New Harmony

Willard H. Mooge, 32, of 2508
MacArthur Circle,- civilian test
pilof for Republic Aviation corpor=-
ation, was instantly killed about
230 o'clock yesterday afternoon
when the Thunderbelt plane he
was flying crashed in a field about
three and a half mﬂes southwest
of New Harmony.

He was on a routine flight at
the time and cause of the crash
had not been determined last
night. Col A. J. Beck, AAF rep-
resentative at Republie, appointed
an investigating board.

The plane,: which fell on the
i Blmer Elliott farm near an oil
well, was a complete wreck, Coi
Beck stated.

He gaid ofl field workers re-
ported the plane circled the neigh-
borhood several times at an alti-
fude of hetween 400 and 500 feet,
{ (Continued on Page 2, Column 5)

thlard Moose, Test Ptlot
Killed in Crash of P 47 \Wlu

Thunderbolt Nose Dives To -

WILLARD H. MOOSE

Evansville (IN) Courier 19 Jun 1945: 1&2. Website (findagrave.com).

18 Jan 2026

I‘ TUESDAY, JUN

E: 19, 1845

Killed in

| (Confinued from Page One)

ithen nose-dived suddenly to thej
(ground.
e pilot apparently realized

lhe was in trouble and was look-
ing for a place to land when the
ship crashed,” Col. Beck said.

Moose was the first eivilian test
pilot employed by Republic to be
killed since the loeal plant opened
Tn that time more than 18,000 test
flightg have been flown, Republic
representatives said.

Among witnesses to the crash
were Chester Morris, a tenant on
the Hlliott farm, and Leonard
Ricketts. They said the plane
nosed deep into the ground, bhreak-
ing an underground oil pipe and
causing oil to flow over the field.

Gasoline also poured out of the
plane but it did dot cateh fire.

Morris and Ricketts ran to the
plane immediately after the crash
They said the pilot had been
thrown from the plane by the im-
pact and that his head was badly
crushed,

Moose, a native of Winamac, had
been ar aviator for more than 12

©2026, Jim Phillips

ard Moose, Test Pilot, |

Crash of P-47

years

He came to Evansvill in March,
1943, as a test pilot for the Modi-
fication, Center. - When the center
was closed he transferred to Re-
public’ and had been there since
Qct. 1, 1544,

For nearly five years Moose was
connected with the Murphy Flying
Service in Findlay, O. Later he
wag employed by the Tinco Gas
company- as a “skywriter.”

He also zave air shows for the
Missouri Institute of Aeronautics
and was an instructor in aerial
acrobatics,

Burviving are llc wife, Marcile;
a daughter, Marcia Louise, eight
months old; a brother, Alvie, of
South Bend; the parents, My, and
Myrs, Fred €. Moose, jr., of Wina-
mac; and a grandmother, Mrs,
Fred Moose, sr.,, of Medaryville.

The body will be at the Lowe
and Son funeral home until 4
o'clock this afternoon, when it
will be taken to Winamac. I'u-
neral services will be held
Wednesday in Winamac,
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W. H. Moose
Killed While

Tesling Plane

Former Pulaskl County Resldent
Dies In Crash South Of New
Harmony

WINAMAC, Ind. — Willard H.
Moose, 33, formerly of Pulaskl
county, ‘a test pilot for the Repub-
lic Aviation corporation, Evans-
ville, was killed instantly Monday
afternoon when his P-47 Thunder-.

bolt crashed three miles south of
New Harmony, Indiana.

The plane which Moose was.
testing circled derricks of an oll:

well several times before crashing.'
He had been a pilot for 12 years.

he was born Sept. 28, 1912, In
Rich Grove township, where his
parents still reside. A former stunt
flier with Mike Murphy of Koko-
mo, he left Pulaski county approx-
imately ten years ago.

1945: Mopping Up — The Dead

He resided in Kokomo for a
short time and then in Missouri,
moving to Evansville two years
250,

Surviving besides the parents are
the widow, the former Marceil Cun~
ningham of Cutler; , their ‘seven-
months-old daughter; a brother,
Alva, P. Moose, South Bend; and
the paternal  grandmother, Mra.
Fred Moose, St, Medaryville,

Short funeral rites will be con-|

ducted Tuesday evening at Evans-
ville after which the body will be

brought here to the Fry and Lange
funeral home. Funeral rites will be
held here at a time to be affnounc-
ed later, '

-Funeral services will be held at
Winamac Wednesday afternoon at

.| two o'clock, s

Rev, Charles Morse and wife of
Wheattield, Ind,, will officlate in
services at the Fry and Lange fu-

‘| neral home. Buirial will be.in the
* The son ot Fred and Etta Moose,’ y ; :

‘local cemetery, -

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 19 Jun 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026

Test Pilot Dies
In Plane Crash

Funeral services were held in
the Fry and Lange Mortuary at
2 o'clock yesterday afternoon for
Willard H. Moose, 32 years old,
Winamac native who was killed
Monday afternoon in a plane crash
about 3 1-2 miles southwest of
New Harmony.

The Rev. Charles Morse and
wife of Wheatfield were in charge
of the services and burial was in
Winamae Crown Hill cemetery.
~~Mr. Moose, employed as-a test
pilot for the Republic Aviation
Corporation at Evansville, was
testing a P-47 Thundérbolt fighter
plane when he crashed amid an
oil field,

He had not been in radio com-
i munieation with his field but wit-
I nesses said that he cireled oil der-
ricks seemingly trying to gain al-
| titude. The plane came down and
jone wing struck an oil derrick.

Wreckage of the ship was seat-!
tered over a wide area and Mr.!
Moose’s body was thrown from
the plane.

He was born in Rich Grove
townsghip September 28, 1912, the
son  of Fred and Etta Walker
Moose. The young man had been
flying for more than 10 years and
formerly was/a stunt pilot with
Mike Murphy's flying circus.

He lived /in Winamae until a-
bout 10 years ago.

Survivors include the parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Moose of Rich|
Grove township; the widow. thej

former Mareciel Cunninghan of)|
Cutler, a seven-months-old h:lbj\:!
and a brother. Alva P. Moose of
South Bend.

Short funeril scrvices were held
in Evansville Tuesday night and

!!h(‘ body was then brought to the
| Fry and Lange Mortuary in Win-

amac,

Winamac (IN) Republican 21 Jun 1945: 1.
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John Charles Lucas
Charles and his wife lost a newborn in 1944, and a year later, he was lost too.

Born: 7/26/1922

Entered: 2/11/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,14043942,SSGT
Medals: Air Medal, Purple Heart

Died: 6/20/1945

Spouse: Margaret Hartung Lucas
Parents: Georgia Ann Linton (Ozro Abraham[deceased]) Lucas

On 22 June 1945, Charles Lucas, 22, was reported missing in action out of Celebes, Indonesia.
He served 52 months, including in the Pacific war zone. He was posthumously awarded the Air
Medal and Purple Heart. He had grandparents in Medaryville. He was memorialized on the
Tablets of the Missing at the Manila American Cemetery and Memorial in the Philippines. He
was married with one child.

Sgt. Charles Lucas Declared Dead e —— |
: GRANDSON MISSING ;

Mr. and Mprz. J. R. Linton of|
Medaryville received word this|
week that their grandzon, Charles!
Lucas, has heen reported by the
War Department as missing in |
action, following a bombing mis- |
sion in the South Pacific in .'_Iul'_l..‘.!
He is a son of Mrs, Georgia Lucas |
of Washington, D. C, Acﬂur[lirrﬂ'l
to the War Department report,
nothing has bheen heard from anwy
of the ten members of the crew.

Winamac (IN) Republican 30 Aug 1945: 1.

SGT. JOHN CHARLES LUCAS E
Sgt. Jchn Charles Lucas, who was recently dec’larl:'ﬂ by the War
Department to bave been killed in action on June 20, 1945, has been
posthumously awerded the Purple Heart. The citation reads.
“In grateful memory of Sergeant John C. Lucas, who died in the
service of his eountry in the Pacific Area on June 20, 1945.  He stands
in the unbroken line of patriots who have cared to die that Freedom

might Live, and Grow, and Increase its Blessings. Freedom Lives, and
Through It, He Lives—

In a Way That Humbles the Undertakings of Most Men.

(8igned)
Harry Truman

Sgt. Lucas was the hosband of Mrs. Margaret Hartung Lucas of
| this city. He was reported as “missing” June 20, 1945, on a return
trip over Celebes, having been on a “Photograph Mission” of air fields.
| Sgt. Lucas and his wife were married July 19, 1943 at Daytona
|Ben:h while they both were in the service. He is survived )y his wife,
| three months old daughter, Mary Charles; his mother, Mrs G. Loeas;
who holds a position with the War Department in Washington; and a
hmﬂmr. Lt. Louis Lucas, a veteran of 80 months in India. \

Cullman (AL) Democrat 21 Mar 1946. Website (dwtopping,
ancestry.com).
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Harmon Calvin Wilcox

Harmon was among the most decorated in Pulaski County with the Distinguished Flying
Cross, Air Medal, and Purple Heart.

Born: 1/12/1921

Entered: 11/21/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35570357,TSGT

Medals: Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal, Purple Heart
Died: 7/12/1945

Parents: Calvin Clyde and Myrtle Geneva Mattox Wilcox

On 11 July 1945, Harmon Wilcox, 24, radio operator, was reported missing in action after a
bombing flight over the Ploesti oil fields in Romania. Eight months later, his mother is
presented with the Air Medal. He served 33 months, including the European war zone. He was
also awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross and the Purple Heart. He had relatives in Winamac.
He was memorialized in the Tablets of the Missing, Cambridge American Cemetery, Cambridge,
England, and the Starke County War Casualty Memorial, Knox.

-

'Grandson Is Missing

Mrs. Myrtle Wileox of Griffith
received word Monday from the
war department that her son,
T/Sgt. Harmon Wilcox, was miss-
ing in action. T/Sgt. Wilcox is ..
rgrandson of Mrs, Frances Mattox '
of Winamaec. |

4]

- - . - - - -

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Jul 1944: 1.

Harmon Wilcox (Collection of Robert Cherveny) -

ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/37926811/person/19896245063/me
dia/d88ff9b4-7ff8-4a39-9fba-55ca23498889
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*  Receives Air Medal
Awarded Missing Son
Mrs. Myrile G. Wilcox, who
| makes her home with her mother,
Mrs. Frances Mattix of Winamae,
has received an alr medal and cak
lealf cluster awarded to her son,
T/Sgt. Harmon C. Wilcox, who
was reported missing last July 11.
The medal was presented to her
last week by an officer from Ben-
dix Field, and the citation was for
“meritorious achievement in ac-|
complishing with distinction sev-
eral aerial operational mlssionsi
over enemy occupied Europe.” He
was a gunner and radio technician
on a bomber, based in Italy, and
was missing after a bombing night‘
over the Ploesti oll fields. \
o |

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Mar 1945: 1.
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Robert Wendell Jenkins
Robert was on the next-to-last submarine to be lost in World War Il.

Born: 7/7/1920

Entered: 6/4/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USN,6100079,EM1c
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 7/15/1945

Parents: Cloyd N. and Sophina Pearl "Fannie" Teater Jenkins

On 15 July 1945, Robert Jenkins, about 25, was assumed lost when his submarine,

USS Bonefish, failed to return. He was declared lost at sea on July 15, 1946. He was awarded
the Purple Heart. His parents moved to Winamac about 1942. He was memorialized in the
Courts of the Missing (Court 3) at the Honolulu Memorial, Honolulu, HI.

iSon Missing | Unaccounted For
iOn Last Sub i
Listed as Lost

i

i EM 1/c Robert Jenkins
: Is Crew Member of Ship
i

Missing 'n Pacific
Mr, and Mrs. Cloyd 'N. Jenkins
!m‘ the Winamae vicinity received
fword from the Navy Department
ou August 20 that the submarine
DBonefish was reported overdue
f~om patrol "cperations and was =
presumed Lo be lost. The message
| also stated that no information had
| been received concerning the per-

sonnel oboard the submarine.
Robert W. Jenkins, electrician’s |
mate first class, only son of Mr. and |
Mrs. Jenkins, was a member of the ] )4 at Urbana, 1Il., EM 1/¢ J(.“.‘
crew. The Bonefish, operating Inj}in: was (wenty-five years of age.
| the Pacific, was the fifty-first andf yio onlisted in the navy four years
last submarine to be reported lost.§ o, in Chicago, where he was em-
The parents were notified July r”;vlu)ml at the time. He has a sis-
that their son's boat was n-p«urlﬂlé ter, Miss Barbara Jenkins of Chi-
missing, but were asked not 10}.,.6 The family has lived a mile
|make the casualty public at "h“lirnsl of Van Meter park for three
| thme. ! years, coming here from Chicago.
The son has visited here twice, the

Jast time in December,

EM 1/c ROBERT JENKINS |

Robert Jenkins (Collection of honorstates.org) - Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Aug 1945: 1.
honorstates.org/profiles/39660
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Lester Ludwig

Lester’s body was the first returned to Winamac after the war for reinterment closer to
family.

Born: 1/20/1920

Entered: 2/16/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35258487,TSGT

Medals: US Army Air Corps Medal of Honor(?), Purple Heart(?)
Died: 7/27/1945

Parents: Henry Charles and Dora Isaey Gurney Fry Ludwig

On 27 July 1945, Lester Ludwig,24, drowned while attempting to swim to shore after his plane
crashed in the Irrawaddy River near Myitkyina, Burma. After the crash, he and another crew
member were able to free the trapped co-pilot before exiting the sinking plane. He served 41
months, including 22 months in the Pacific war zone. He attended school in Monterey. He is
buried at the Riverbank Cemetery near Winamac.

‘Serviceman Soldier Is Vidtim
Is Drowned Pl T
In Burma

T/Sgt. Lester Ludwig
Dies While Serving
In Foreign Theater

| T/Sgt. Lester Ludwig drowned
|in Burma on July 27, according to
la telegram received Tuesday by
|the parents, Mr. and Mrs. Henry|
1.E.u-lwiu of Tippecanoe town.thp.f
The message stated that a letter| PE=
jof confirmation would follow.
+ A Might chief in the Air Corps
the twenty-four year old sergeant;
'has served nearly two years in the! J¢
|India‘Burma-China theater, and re- =
cently has been based at Annmu.l T/SGT. LESTER LUDWIG
{India. He entered service Febru-|
tary 27, 1942, and went overseas in| .*
|September, 1943. | Knox llt‘lt! Mrg. Mina Dodd of Lake-
| Besides the parents, he in sur-| Y00, Fln., now at home; and two

| P T .
\vived by four sisters, Mrs, Carrie |Drothers, Len of Winamac and
| Frank at home,

Romig and Mrs, Helen Allen of |

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Aug 1945: 1.

Logansport, Mrs. Martha Burger of

Pvt, Lester Ludwig, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Henry Ludwig of
Tippecanoe township, in the
Air Corps.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Apr 1943: 1.
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A letter from

in which T/Sgt.

waddy river near
itkyma, Burma.

were given but
further

lain.

Learn Son Was Drowned
Following Plane Crash

ment received Saturday by Mr.
and Mrs. Henry Ludwig of Tippe-
canoe township, confirmed a previ-
ous telegram telling of the death of
their son, T/Sgt.
by drowning in Burma on July 27.
The letter stated that the plane

crew member crashed in the Irra-

No other detalls of the mishap

the parents would soon recelive
information
son's commanding officer and chap-

the War Depart-

Lester Ludwig,

Ludwig was a

the town of My-

the letter stated

from their

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Aug 1945: 1.

Parents Learn
Details of Sqn’s
Death Overseas

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Ludwig of
Tippecanoe township have re-
ceived a letter from Maj. Albert
@. Karnell, chaplain of the North-
ern Air Service Area Command
in India, of which their son, T/Sgt.
Lester C. Ludwig, was a member.
It explains in detail how the ser-
geant lost his life.

“On July 27," the letter reads,
“while engaged in his customary
work as crew chief on a routine
flight, Lester's plane crashed in
the Irrawaddy river near Myit-
kyina, Burma. Lester was drowned
while attempting to swim ashore
from the sinking plane.

“Indeed our hearts were heavy|
when we heard the news that he|
had passed away. We all loved|
Lester very much. We had lrnlned‘
together back in the States, trav-|
elled the high seas, and worked
together here in Indla. Lester was
always most cordial, well liked,
and highly respected by all with
whom he came in contact. We all|
knew him as one who possessed
the unusual trait of winning his
way into the hearts of all.

“Lester was laid to rest in Bur
ma on Augyst 1, the Protestant
burial service being conducted by
Chaplain Jong C. Searcy. Full
military honors were accorded and
many of Lester's friends made a
special trip to Burma In order that
they might attend.” ‘

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Aug 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026

Letter Tells
Of Son’s Heroic
Act Before Death

A letter received by Mr. and Mrs.
Henry Ludwig of Tippecanoe town-
ship from the commanding officer
of the flight detachment of which
their son, T/Sgt. Lester Ludwig,
was a member, gave them the first
details of the mishap in which the
young crew chief lost his life. It
follows, in part:

“Lester died as the result of an
airplane crash in Burma, when his
ship landed on the Irrawaddy Riv-
er. He had taken over the job of
crew chief on the airplane, three
days before, and was on a routine
flight from here. The pilot was|
able to bring the ship down on the
river without seriously injuring
any of the people aboard. The co-
pilot was, however, pinned in be-
hind the controls, and it took Les-
ter and the pilot a few minutes to
free him. As the ship was sink-
ing all the time, this was a real
act of heroism, and if it had not
been for their efforts, the co-pilot
would never have been able to free
himself of the ship. Lester and the
two pilots went'out the escape
hateh over the cock pit and slid
into the water. He had not hecni
hurt in the crash and was seen;

I

First Body

of War ll
Back Home

Accompanied by a uniformed es-
cort of the Army Air Force, the
casket remains of Technical Ser-
geant Lester C. Ludwig was re-
[turned « to  Winamac Wednesday,
' Sergeant Ludwig was the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Ludwig, of the
Monterey vicinity. His body was the
first one of World War 11 to be re-
turned to Winamac.

Members of the local veterans
organizations met the train Wed-
nesday afternoon at 12:28 o'clock
and escorted the body from the
iwm;\mac depot to the Kennedy fu-
| neral home.

‘ Sgt. Ludwiy entered service Feb-
ruary 17, 1942, at Ft. Benjamin
| Harrison, recgived his basic (raining
(in Mississippi and Wwas then trans-
ferred to California where he re-
ceived his technical training, work-
ing himself up through the ranks
(Continued on Page 8)

to swim away from the ship by
the pllot. The airplane sank out
of sight right away, and all the
men started to swim for the bank.
When the rescue boats arrived to
pick the men up, Lester and one
other man were missing. A very
extensive search was made all that
day and the next, but no trace
could be found.

“Mysell and other men from the
detachment went into Myitkyina
the day of the crash and helped
in the search, but as nothing could
be found, we returned the next
day. Tuesday, the 31st, we recelved
a telephone call that his body had
been found and that the funeral
wouM be held the next day.

“Sixteen of his best friends and
myself went in for the funeral.
He was buried In the United States
military cemetery at Myitkyina,
Burma, with a full military burial.
Chaplain John Seracy conducted
the service.

“There is some small satisfac-
tion in that Lester was doing the
job he liked the best, and that he
conducted himself in a manner
which brings credit to himself and
the United States Army Air
Forees. The sympathies of us who
knew Lester go out to you, and
we know that the loss to you hae
been great.

Sincerely,
CHARLES L. WOODWARD,
1st Lt., Air Corps,
Commanding.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Oct 1945: 2.

First Body

(Contlnued from Page 1)

and became flight chief with the
26th Depot Repair Squadron, the
organization he was urvlv/éith
when killed in action on his last
flight mission before being given
a rest furlough. :

His death occurred in Myitkyina,
Burma, July 27, 1945, and he was
given temporary bu:ial in the Ka-
Jaikunda temporary cemetery in ln-‘
dia,

Sgt. Ludwig was the recipent of
many medals, among them being
the Air Corps Medal of Honor,
Presicoatial Citation and the purple
heart, awarded posthumously. |

Besides the parents the deceased
World War Il kerg is survived by
four sisters and two brothers, Mrs.
Carrie Romig and Mrs. Helen Ennis
of Logansport, Mrs. Martha Burger
of Knox, Mrs, Mina Dodd of Lake-
worth, Fla, Len, of Winamaec, and
Frank at home.

Funeral services will be held at
Riverbank church Sunday, June 6,
Rev. Herman Saubert of Lafayette,
District V. F. W. chaplain, officiat-
ing. Burial will be in the adjoining
cemetery. Military services will be
in charge of the Pulaski Post 71
American Legion and Pfost-Jones
post of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars.

The body will lie in state at the
Kennedy Funeral Home from Wed-
nesday noon until the hour of serv-
ices.

Winamac (IN) Republican 3 Jun 1948: 1&8.
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Daniel Lawrence "Dan" Karpal

Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

On a secret mission, Dan died when the USS Indianapolis was torpedoed after it delivered the first
atomic bomb to Tinian Naval Base in the Pacific. Of the 1,195 crewmen, 890 survived the sinking, only
endure exposure, dehydration, saltwater poisoning, and shark attack in the open ocean. Four days after
the sinking, they were discovered by a routine air patrol. Only 316 were rescued.

Born: 2/19/1919
Entered: <10/23/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USN,3003714,BM1
Medal: Purple Heart, Congressional Gold Medal

Died: 7/30/1945

Spouse: Marjorie Irene Ready Karpal
Parents: Daniel L. and Josephine Kickart Karpal

On or soon after 30 July 1945, Dan, 26, died after his ship, USS Indianapolis, was torpedoed. He had
served for over 45 months. Previously, he had served in the Civilian Conservation Corps at Medaryville.
He was memorialized at Manila American Cemetery and Memorial (Tablets of the Missing), Manila,
Philippines. He was married.

\Pulaski County, With Nec;rly

25 Men in Naval Service, Will
Mark Monday as ‘Navy Day’

Tribute will be paid on Navy®

i Day next Monday to the fleet of
{of the United States, to the sailors
| who have contributed to the coun-
(try's naval history, and to their
| succegsors upon whom the nation
| depends today as its “first line
of defense.”
! Through a Pulaski county com-
| mittee headed by James A, Dilts
| as chairman and including repre-
| sentatives  in each community,
| programs are being arranged for
! presentation in the schools and
i churches. Proper. display of flags
iis to be made in the communities,
October. 27 Is annpally selected
iag Navy Day because on that date
in 1775 the Continental Congress
| received the first navy bill pro-
[ viding for the original U. S. fleet,
President to Speak.
| High light of the Navy Day ob-
| servance will be a radio address
| by President Roosevelt, The
| President has announced that he
iwill speak on the country’'s ma-
fliunul defense position. The broad-
| east will begin at 9:00 p.m.
| Included in the State-wide Navy
| Day program will be the swearing
|in of some 3256 men reeruited dur-
{ing the past month by American

Pulaski county has more than
twenty-five men either now serv-
ing in the U. S. Navy or retired
following completion of their serv-
ice. From the records available,
the following list of local men in
the service was compiled:

Jack Barnett, Winamac; Hubert
R. Pramble, Indian Creek; Robert
Aura Clark, Winamac, Richard
William Cramer, Medaryville; Hen-
ry Edward Dommer, Denham;
Irvine Monroe Eldridge, Frances-
ville; Frank FEgleston, Bruce
Lake; William Ernest Ellis, Me-
daryville; Raymond Campbell En-
gle. Francesville,

William Dale Fitz, Winamac;
Alfred Lewis Howe, Medaryville;
Charles Jackson, Winamae; Daniel
Larence Karpal, Medaryville: Ray
Vinal Kelley, Francesville; George
Francis Kruzick, Winamac; Henry
Albert Miller, Winamac; Fredrick
Charles Paulsen, Winamac; John
R. Phillips, Star City.

Jack Ray Richards, Frances-
ville; Clyde R. Robertson, Wina-
mac; Orvis Dewey Salrin Jr., Me-
daryville; Donald Jerry Thomp-
son, Monterey; Wayne (harles
Timmons, Medaryville; Leonard
Ashford Ward, Winamac; Eugene

i Legion posts. The ceremony will | Wayne, Medaryville; Harold Van-

{be held at the Monument Cirele,

|"lncll:\n:umliﬂ. on Monday afternoon,’

aman, Beardstown, and George
Woodrow Zeider, Thornhope.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Oct 1941: 1.
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USS Indianapolis (CA-35) - US Navy (80-G-425615) 27 Sep 1939.
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Thomas John “Tommy” Ziemba
Tommy’s commanding officer sent a heartfelt letter describing his last days.

Born: 12/29/1924

Entered: 1/9/1945

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35967047,PFC
Died: 9/15/1945

Parents: John C. and Frances Lesniak Ziemba

On 15 September 1945, Tommy Ziemba, 20, died of pneumonia in the Philippines. He served
for 8 months, including about 5 months in the Pacific war zone. He lived in Winamac most of
his life. He was buried at the St. Jacob Cemetery in North Judson.

[llness Is Fatal

Memorial services for PFC
Ziemba (above) were held Tues-
day morning at St. Peter's church

in Winamae, in charge of the
| Rev. J. J. Becker and the Rev.
William Plotzki of Hammond.
His parents, Mr. and Mrs. John
Ziemba of the Lake Bruce vicini-
ty, were notified last week of his
death, which occurred from pneu-
monia September 15 in the Phil-
ippines. Twenty years old, he
was a life resident of this county
and entered service last Janu-
ary.

Soldier Dies

Of Pneumonia
In Philippines

i PFC Thomas Ziemba,
|
|
|

\
|

Winamac Lad, Suffers
Attack in Service

I Mr. and Mrs. John Ziemba of
| the Lake Bruce viecinity received
i word Menday that their son, PFC
. Thomas Ziemba, died September
15 in the Philippines as the result
of pneumonia. “Tommy,” as' he
! was known by famlily and friends,
i contracted pneumonia on Septem-
| ber 10, and death resulted a few
| diiys later.

| PFC Ziemba entered service last
(January 9 while attending Kewan-
‘na high school, and after three
|'months’ basic training at Camp
| Wolters, Texas, was sent in May
'to the Pacific war theater, where
he was stationed at Mindanao.
| Twenty years old last December
229. he spent nearly his entire life
;in the Lake Bruce vicinity, attend-
| Ing 8t. Peter's school and the Win-
| amac high school. He was n mem-
ghnr of the Holy Name Society.

| Besides the parents, five sisters
| srurvive—Sister Monica Marie of
| St. Louils, Mo., Helen of Ham-
%mond. Berniece, Genevieve and
Patsy at home.

My, and Mrs. Ziemba were in-
formed that funeral services In
charge of a Catholic chaplain had
|heon held and that burial was in

the military cemetery on Minda-|
nao. Memorial services are to be

{ held later at St. Peter's church in
| Winamac.

Letter From Officer,
Mra. Ziemba received a letter
from her son’s commanding offi-
cer, excerpts of which follow:

May 1 take this opportunity to
express my most sincere and
heartfelt sympathies. To lose a
son In combat is a loss too great
for words to define, and then to
lose a son after all hostilities have
censed 1s so much worse . .. He
jolned my organization around the
(CONTINUED ON PAGE EIGHT)

Soldier Dies

From Pneumonia

In Philippines

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)
10th of July after we had come
down from the hillse. Since that
time we have been training as'n
garrison unit and Thomas was one
of the finest soldiers I have had
the pleasure of leading. The men
in the company, especially those of
his platoon, thought the world of
him and feel the loss of your son
as they would their own brother.

On the 10th of September your
son went to the Aid Station for
treatment for a fever that he had.
His temeprature was 103 degrees
80 he was immedlatery sent to the
hospltal, where he could get more
and better treatment., His fever
turned to pneumonia and yestarday
morning at 3 a.m, September 15,
he passed away. I checked the re-
ports on his condition upon hear-
ing of his death, and found that
he had a relapse Friday night.

In honor of Thomas all the off]-
cers and enlisted men of Co.nG

went to the cemetery and stood

Yor a military funeral with his
body. The squad of which he was
a member fired three volleys after
the Catholie priest performed the
last rites, and then our bugler

‘played taps for him. The flag

that was used over his casket will
be sent to you with all of his per-
sonal belongings as soon as we
can pack them. We will also send
to you the pictures of the cere-
mony.
Sincerely,

EDW. 8. SYMANSKI, 18T L.T,,

34th Inf. Regt.

] Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Oct 1945: 1&8.
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Oct 1945: 1.
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Philip Herman Ahler
Entering just after Pearl Harbor, Philip died just after being discharged from the Navy.

Born: 10/20/1892

Entered: 12/8/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USNR,1002668,Gunner's Slc
Discharged: 2/16/1945

Died: 9/28/1945

Parents: Herman and Elizabeth "Lizzie" Brettnacher Ahler[both deceased]

On 28 September, Philip, 52, died just after being discharged from the U.S. Navy. He was
buried in Francesville.

T :
Philip Ahler, formerly of Fran-
cesville, is home here for a short
(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO)

18 In combat zones in many
f tha ‘world, picking sur-
T8 who were adrift from sub-
attacks. Lately he was re-
1 to an invasion Bhip, and
1 the shores of Sicily while
much of the campaign was at its
'-He vislted relatives in Me-

(Collection of paulnelson60. Website(ancestry.com).

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Sep 1943: 1.
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1945: Mopping Up — The Dead

Seaman Phillip Ahler visited his
nephew,  James Ahler at Mcdary--
~ville Tuesday. Seaman Ahler was
“in the Navy in World War 1 a.nd
- has been on active duty at Atu,
Casablanca, Kiska and othet. places |
in the presént war. = . |
Winamac (IN) Republican 9 Sep 1943: 1.

(Lafayette IN) Journal and-Courier 11 Oct 1945: 19.
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Cortlund Ralph Good

When their bodies were returned after the war, Cortlund and his brother, Richard, were
buried side-by-side.

Born: 10/24/1914

Entered: 6/24/1941
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35162462,SGT
Died: 10/12/1945

Parents: Forrest Everett and Alvina Melida Zank Good

On 12 October 1945, Cortlund Good, 28, died of meningitis while serving with the adjutant
general’s department in Algiers, North Africa. He served 28 months, including 5 months in the
European war zone. He had relatives in Monterey. He was buried in the Southland Cemetery in
South Bend.

'Relative of Monterey
‘Man Killed in Germany

. Relatives at Monterey received
' word Sunday that 2nd Lt. Richard
' J. Good, son of F. E. Good of
! South Bend, was Kkilled in action
'in Germany on November 25. He
i was first reported seriously wound-
i ed, but on Saturday word came to
rhis wile at Chumpaign, 1. that
he had died. He is a cousin of
Charles Good of Monterey and has
' visited there often. Lt. Good grad-
ated from the University of Illi-
nois, took his basic training at Ft.
SERGEANT Knox, Ky., and was overseas two

. e ; . i months with a mechanized armor-
CORTLAND R. GOOD 732 ed division. An older brother,

Died in North African Area Courtiand, died in Africa on Oec-
Son of Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Good tober 12, 1943, and another bro-
ther, Capt. Wesley Good is in ser-

(Collection of sandsoftime). Website (findagrave.com). vice ill F]Ol'ill.’l.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Dec 1944: 1.
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TWO BROTHERS
 WILL BE BURIED

Dox;ble Memorial
Rites Scheduled
For Wednesday.

l Donble  memorial serviees will
be comtucted at 3 p. . Woednes-
doy in the Hay funeral hoine for

Awo brothers, Sergt. Cortlumd R,

1945: Mopping Up — The Dead

Served in Algiers
Sergt. Cortlund Good was nrv—
Jing with *the adjutant general's
idrpartment with offices i Al
‘Riers, Norih Africa, where  he
dicd of menipgitis “on Ot 12
1#M5. His brother, Lieut, Richard
Good was with Company A, 67th
armored division. I4th  armored
division, in France, where he wns
wounded in action on Nov. 25,

1944 and died on Nov, 26
Se.rgt. Good was born In Sou

Bend Oct, 24, 1914, nttejﬂed
Btudebaker schonl. and was grad-
uated from Riley High scheol in
June, 1032,  He was graduated
frgm Indiann Unlversily, .Bloom-
ingtom, in I937, and attended
Wittenbuig college, Springfield.
0., and the University of Michi-
Ean, Ann Arbor. Retorning to

Smth.Bmd he ; taught French,

CORTLUND Goon. |
Cood and Ueut Richard J. Good.
sons of Mr, and Mrs. Forest Good.
of 1511 High strecl, both of whom
“digd in service _oversean in world
war II.

The bodies  will  arvive  here
sTuesday forenson  and  will be
‘taken lo the Hay funeral home
where friends may call after 7
P. m. Tuesday. Rev. R, H. Parker,
ipastor of Indiana Avenue Chris-|
tian church, of which both young
men were members, will read the
‘rites, Burial will be in Southlawn
cemetery whers mulitary honors
will be accorded by members of
;South Bend post No. 6, Disabled
'American Veterans.

ﬂr-mnted From m.Iey.

Licut. Good also was born in
M&Monmﬂ lm

He ph.ynd i‘uutbdt haﬂ‘:‘gr 'RLler

and Lhe university, =
He was inducted into the army
F 12, 1943 and _trained at

Ark., and: Ky. He
was :;:::}-l:d La;. i tucky
camp -
;¥ of
:%ﬁ. L He eprr?n:'ven‘
seas_on Ootober, 1844,

South Bend (IN) Tribune 20 Mar 1949: 35.
Webpage (ancestry.com:CarolSmith12101114)
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Hugh James Buchanan

Hugh is one of two World War |l fatalities from Pulaski County buried in Arlington National
Cemetery.

Born: 4/24/1922

Entered:

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,0-2081884,2LT
Died: 10/20/1945

Parents: Harry James and Eunice Miller Buchanan

On 20 October 1945, Hugh Buchanan, 23, died as a navigator in an air crash in the Pacific. He
had a grandmother in Winamac. He was buried at Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington,
VA.

e I

Interment in Arlingion |
| The body of Lt, Hugh J.- Buch-|
!;man. son of Mr. and Mrs, Harry |

i J. Buchanan of Kalamazoo, Mich., |

'and a grandson of Mrs. E. .\lillm'é

lof Winamac, reached the Paclific|
coast from Yokahoma during thei_

i | holidays and is to be given burial;
in Arlington National cemetery. A
| navigator in the Air Corps, the!
young man died in 1945, after|
| hostilitieg ceased.

s . el

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Jan 1949: 1.

Lt. Huch J. Buchanan

Hugh J. Buchanan (Collection of Lakegirl) - ancestry.com
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1945: Mopping Up — War Stories

It's a Small World (War Il) for John and Charles to meet while both in Patton’s Third Army.

Charles Richard “Charlie” Zellers Sr.
Born: 11/11/1921

Entered: 7/2/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35359144,PFC
Discharged:

Died: 4/13/1996

Parents: Charles Walter and Susan "Susie"
Margaret Trapp Zellers

—e g e L Etaat ]

PFC Charles Richard Zellers, In

the Infantry, son or Mr, and
Mre. Charles Zellers of Win-
amac. :

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Jul 1943: 1.

18 Jan 2026
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John William O'Connor

Born: 4/6/1921

Entered: 7/2/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35359161,TEC/3
Medal: Bronze Star

Discharged: 12/3/1945

Died: 9/22/1959

Parents: William Henry "Will" and Lucy
Molloy O'Connor

Cpl. John. O'Connor, In the
~lcal corps, son of Mr. and
. Will O'Connor of W

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 May 1943: 1.
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i

Mr. and Mrs. Willilam O’Connor
of Winamac received a letter the
last of the week from their son,
Sgt. John O'Connor, who is with
General Patton’s Third Army, in
which he sald he had re-l.
ceived a bronze star for “heroic
'deed performed.” He gave no de-
|tails of the incident, except to say
that he had not considered it 80|
~much at the time but of course
'was glad it had been recognized.
Sgt. O'Connor told of a “recent
meeting he had with PFC Charles |
Zellers, also of Winamac and also!
in the Third Army.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Feb 1945: 1.
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Malcolm Ellars “Jack” Horner

Jack earned his Bronze Star and Purple Heart, even though wounded, by helping evacuate other
wounded from his ship's interior and directing fire-fighters to reach another group of wounded
after a kamikaze attack.

Born: 9/11/1913

Entered: 7/1/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,LT

Awards: Purple Heart, Bronze Star
Discharged: 1/21/1946

Died: 1/3/1996

Spouse: Eleanor L. Horner
Parents: Owen Francis and Helen Minerva Humerickhouse Horner

Lt. Malcolm E. Horner, te:&ura-t
rily residing at South Bend at the
home of his wife’s parents, has been
honored for meritorious achieve-
ment last April 2 in the Pacific wat-
ers off the Island of Kerama Retto.
Lt. Horner, on terminal leave prior
to naval discharge on Jan. 21, has
been presented the Bronze Star
medal by the commander of amphib-
ious forces, Pacific theatre. Horner
won the award while serving on the
staff of the commander of transport
division 50 and in the assault on
Kerama Retto, which was developed
as a supply base for the later assault
on the Isle of Okinawa. Horner's|
vessel was struck by a suicide plane. l
\In the action Horner was wounded, !
'but he assisted in evacuation of |
other wounded from the vessel's
smoke-filled interior. He also di-
rected a fire-fighting party to reach
a group of wounded men. The
naval veteran, who also holds the
Purple Heart, will leave Monday for
Chicago where he plans to return
to the employ of the National Safety
iCouncil. He is the son of Mr. and
| Mrs. O. F. Horner of Medaryville. |
Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Jan 1946: 1.
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Ralph William Buck

The story of Ralph's escape from German captors was described in a WGN radio broadcast and

a Tribune article in Chicago.

Born: 4/23/1919

Entered: 6/30/1941
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35163061,1LT
Discharged:

Died: 5/29/1968

Parents: Maud Kauffman (Felix Grover "Grover")[deceased] Buck

Buck of Star City,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Jul 1943: 1.

18 Jan 2026

lnt Lt. Ralph Buck, in tield ar-
~ thlery, son of Mrs, Maude

The thrilling story of the es-
cape of Lieut, Ralph Buck. son
of Mrs."Maud Buck of Star City,
and two other soldiers from Ger-
man captors was told last week in
a broadeast over radie station
WGN and recounted in detail in
# story i The Chicago Tribune
the next day. The Tribune’s cor-

respandent said he had met Lieut.
‘-g\ll-‘.k who had direeted himm into
t

Ag town of Bastogna. &

Another brother, Thomas Buek,
also a lieutenant, is serving with
the armed forces in France.

Winamac (IN) Republican 4 Jan 1945: 1.
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1945: Mopping Up — War Stories

Winfred Henry "Wint" "Doc" Hartman

Wint earned his Silver Star when he "crawled through devastating barrages and saved the lives

of his comrades".

Born: 5/23/1924
Entered: 5/31/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35145680,T/5

Medals: Silver Star, Purple Heart, Presidential Unit Citation

Discharged: 12/29/1945
Died: 1/17/2018

Spouse: Margaret Lou Strasser Hartman

Parents: Henry Albert "Bert" and Aurelia Agnes Fox Hartman

T/6 Winfred H. Hartman, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Hartman
of Monterey, arrived in Monterey
Tuesday evening, after two years’
rorvice overseas. While in action
in Germany, he was badly wound-
ed. At the risk of his own life he
crawled through devasting bar-
rages and saved the lives of his
comrads, for which he was award-
ed the Silver Star. He also has the
Purple Heart, Presidental Citation,
meritorious service plaque with

one star. combat badge and ETO|

ribbon ‘with two campaign stars.
| The Hartmans had four sons in
service, two of whom are still in

service.
h

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Jan 1946: 1.
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Henry Clifford "Clifford" Rans

Clement earned his Bronze Star "perform[ing] his duties as a battalion sergeant majorin a
highly meritorious manner".

Born: 8/29/1914

Entered:

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,PVT
Medal: Bronze Star
Discharged:

Died: 9/25/1999

Parents: Nellie Mae Smith (Emanual Edwin) Rans (Glen) Thompson and Emanual Edwin Rans

|

355N T Tma PFC Henry C. Rans of Winamac

S . has been awarded the Bronze Star
M¢dal by the commanding general
of the 6th Infantry Division for
heroism in action against the Jap-
auese near Montalban, Luzon, P. L.,
on February 24. Rans moved his
heavy machine gun into position
just in time to help repulse a Jap
aftack. In following attacks he
mntoved from place to place, bring-
ing his firepower to bear on the
Japs where it was most needed.
(Special to The Democrat from
[ ubiic relations, 6th Infantry.)

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Aug 1945: 1.
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Edmund Joseph Russell

Edmond earned his Bronze Star when, along the Siegfried Line, he “courageously dismounted
from his tank destroyer and went forward on foot, despite enemy machine gun and artillery
fire. Locating two enemy tanks, he returned to his vehicle and destroyed both.".

Born: 9/25/1912

Entered: 6/15/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35357667,SGT
Medal: Bronze Star

Discharged: 11/1/1945?

Died: 1/18/1999

Parents: Julia A Yeager (Frank A.[deceased]) Russell

Sgt. Edmund J. Russell, son nr!
! Mrs. Julia Russell of Pulaski, has
i received a bronze star for meri-|
. torious achievement while fighting!
on the Siegfried line. He ig in|
an armored division of the Third!
'Army, and was presented the star:
| by its commanding general, Maj..
| Gen. Robert W. Grow. The exact,
llocation of the division was censor-'
led from the news report supplied |
The Democrat by headquarters. |

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Feb 1945: 1.
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* Pulaski Man Receives Medal

Sgt. Edmund J. Russell, son of

Mrs. Julia Russell of Pulaski, is!
showg above as he was receiving|
jhe ’rmm- Star for meritorious;
achievement from Maj. Gen. h‘.obvj
ert W. GGrow, commanding officer |
of an armored division of the|
Third Army. Mrs. Russell last|

week received the official orders
from headquarters, which stated
that Sgt. Russzell “courageously
dismounted from his tank destroy-
er and—went forward on foot, de-
spite enemy machine gun and ar-
tillery fire. Locating two enemy
tanks, he returned to his vehicle
and destroyed both of them.”

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Mar 1945: 1.
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Glenn Edward Purkey

Glenn earned his Air Medal during the invasion of Sicily as pilot of a paratroop and cargo plane.

Born: 4/20/1922

Entered: 6/26/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,15063060,1LT
Medal: Air Medal

Discharged:

Died: 1988?

Parents: Hugh May and Elizabeth M. Davis Purkey

| "

[ First Li. Glen E. Purkey, former-
ily of Star City, was recently
awarded a third oak leaf cluster
for his air medal. Pilot of a para-
troop and cargo hauling plane, a
(C-47, Lt. Purkey earned the air
medal for his part in the Invasion
of Sicily, and the oak leaf clus-
ters faqr the invasions of - Italy
and Western Europe, and re-sup-
plying armies in Holland. Lt. Pur
key is a brother of Everett Pur-
key of Crown Point, former resi-
dent of Star. City.

m .

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Feb 1945: 1.
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Philip Celestine Brucker

While recovering in a stateside veterans' hospital, Philip made Valentine's hearts for his mother
and girlfriends!

Born: 3/11/1915

Entered: 5/13/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35159973,5/SGT
Discharged:

Died: 12/12/1990

Parents: Charles George and Susan Frances “Susie” Rohman Brucker

Two Soldiers
Are Wounded

muu of Pvt. Arnold Mull, Mon-
ticello and- er, Near
Phillip Bruck

E—

" Two soldiers from this vicinity,
one from Pulaski county and the
other from White scounty, have
been seriously wounded in France,
according to information received
by their families,

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Brucker,
of east of Winamac, were notified
that their son., Philllp, 30, was
wounded on July 31 and that he
has been removed to a hospital in
England. He has been in the army
since May, 1941, and overseas
since December, 1942.

Mrs. Arnold ¢« Mull received a
telegram stating that Pvt. Arnold
3 Mull of Monticello was wounded
Pulask/ County (IN) Democrat 14 Oct 1943: 1. on ‘u‘ " ho O‘h‘r d.mh were
learned. .

V.
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Mr, and Mrs. Charles Brucker,
who received word from the war
department that-
serfously wounded in action and
was in a hospital in England, ¢
celved a letter Wednesday
him dated August 13 that he nr

0. K.

1945: Mopping Up — War Stories

their son was

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 24 Aug 1944: 8.

County Men Are
Members of Hard
Fighting Division

Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Pugh re-
ceived a letter this week from
their son, T/Sgt. Arthur Pugh, in
which he enclosed a copy of the
war record of the Fourth Armor-
ed Division, including T/Sgt. Pugh,
Lt. Albin# Shank, S/Sgt. Ralph
‘.\hllt-r. T/5 FErnest -Clouser
'S/Sgt. Philip Brucker. The
two named have suffered wounds
and Sgt. Brucker is now in the

son.
The War Dapartment disclosed
that the Fourth Division speap-
headed the 3rd Army advanée
across France. After landing in
Normandy on D-Day, it went on to
cut off Brittany peninsula and was
identified with the hardest [ight-
ing in the liberation of .France.

hospital at Fort Benjamin Harri-

The division was credited with
smashing 400 enemy tanks, 140
large artillery pieces, 1500 miscel-
laneous vehicles, and taking 15,000
prisoners, all at relatively low
cost to itself. It destroyed the
Naxi T7th, 91st, 243rd infantry di-
visions, the Gth paratroop division
and the 281st ecavalny battalion.
The Germans regarded the men of
the Fourth Armored as “Super-
men.”

The reaction of a German .Col-
onel of shock troops is typical. The
Nazi officer, ecaptured by the
Fourth, said, “Having been a com-
mander of army units in Russia,
1 must admit that the American
troops arve not only equipped with
the best material, but what strikes
me especially is the excellance of
ol;:.mlz ation under which these
men now function. [ would be
pleased to know the commander ol
this division.”

The Gergrans deseribed the Fourth
as the Afmerican Elite Fourth Ar-
mored Division and Fourth Pan-
zer, and ecalled the men “ruthless
fighters, The unit, commanded by
Maj. Gen. John S. Wood, served as
part of Lt. Gen. George S. Patlon’s
Third Army.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Nov 1944: 1.
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MAKES VALENTINES—S

WOUNDED WAR VETERAN /Sgt.
Fhllllp Brucker, a ytuun in Billings General Hospital at Fort
Benjamin Harrison, has made Valentine hearts for his mother,
&lx'd of Monterey, Ind, and for girl friends.

the hearts from plastic, maunted red ones upon

M m silver chains. ‘The material for the
he occupational thung{ deplrimnl

whm ones and
necklaces wn
Brucker was injured d : an air raid on
France when he was under debris. He was r-\!ull hr
Frenchmen who sent for help from his outfit.

Indianapolis (IN) Star 14 Feb 1945: 13. Website (newspapers.com)
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William Edward Powell Jr.

William earned his Bronze Star laying defensive mines “despite concentrated enemy artillery
and mortar fire.”.

Born: 7/17/1922

Entered: 9/10/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,15312609,PVT
Medal: Bronze Star

Discharged:

Died: 10/29/1967

Parents: William Edward "Ed" and Lorah Frances Stanfield Powell

| Awarded Bronze Star :

PFC Willilam E. Powell, son of|
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Powell of Wina-|
mac, has been awarded the Bronze
Star “for heroic achievement in ac-
{ tion on February 25.” He and three|
{other men of his engineering com-
[pany “courageously moved forward
|of the front lines to lay necessary
';defousi\'e mines and suceeded, de-
|spite concentrated enemy artillery
iand mortar fire directed at them.
Displaying outstanding devotion to
duty under hazardous conditions,
tese men materially alded the
|securing of an important objec-
tive,” acecording to the citation, an
official copy of which comes to
The Democrat.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Apr 1945: 1.

i+@
Pyt. Willlam Powell, in the en-
gineers, son of Mr. and Mrs,
‘W. E. Powell of Winamac,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Jun 1944: 1.
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Clarence Courtright Custer
Entering at 74, Clarence had served before in the Merchant Marine for 8 years.

Born: 9/2/1870

Entered:

Branch,SN,Rank: USMM,,1st Asst. Engr.
Discharged:

Died: 8/14/1953

Spouse: Cynthia Permilla Bailey Custer
Parents: Lebbeus Bigelaw and Sarah Ann Morehart Custer[both deceased]

i e g
; Former Resident, Now 74, |
'Re-Enters Merchant Marine,

Clarence C. Custer of l.m:unm]
'port, who was superintendent. of |
fthe Winamac water and t-iw":‘ivi
' plant during the early 1900’s, has
| decided that despite his seventy-
{ four years he wasn’t going to let|
]I\\'u grandsons fight the war for
ihim. So he started today for Phila- |
id(-i;ahi:l to report for sea duty
faboard a merchant ship, having re-
?e-rllisu-d in the Merchant Marine
::lH first assistant engineer. le
served in a similar capacity for
eight years, not a great while alter|
{ leaving Winamac.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Mar 1945: 1.
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Stanley Keith Henry

After a field operation for appendicitis, Stanley was carried by stretcher 60 miles over five days
by Chinese coolies, during an assignment behind Japanese lines.

Born: 5/5/1920

Entered: 11/16/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,PhM3c
Discharged: 10/25/1945?
Died: 12/19/1971

Spouse: Lois Charlotte Zellers Henry
Parents: Herschel Emerson and Edith Margaret Bader Henry

Mrs. Stanley Henry, 454 North
Market, las received a large box
jof gifts from her husband then in
| Calcutta, Indio. Ph. Mate Stanley
Henry started the boxe the mid-
dle of January and reached Mrs.
{Henry on the 25th of April iIn
splendid condition. Each article
{had to be listed and cost of each
in rupees on box. Each rupee is
cqual to 48 cents in American
money. These totaled 124 rupees.
Some of the gifts listed are: An
all leather suitcase made in Eng-
land, rose bowl, vases, 3 pounds
of tea. 40 year calendar, 4 ivory
clephants and ivory statuettes.
Most of the pleces are in highly
pollshed bmsa and i&n gorgeoua‘

Logansport (IN) Pharos- Trlbune 26 Apr 1944 2.

AP '.a'

fenry, ph. mate 370,

~ In the m@.m of »!lr. and

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat8 Jul 1943 1.

18 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips Page 150 of 256



1945: Mopping Up — War Stories

Mr. and Mrs. Herschel Henry
received a letter frcm their son,
Wendle, somewhere in or near the
Philippine Islands. In the letter
he said, “1 saw the Hnrry Kocher
tragedy.” Harry Kocher is a form-"
er Winamac boy who was reported
‘killed in action sometime in Oc-
teber. No mcre details were given
'The Henrys received a cablgram
ifwm another don Stanley, Ph. M.
1-¢ on \!onday sending  them
Christmas greetings from China.

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 19 Dec 1944: 5.

18 Jan 2026

Democrat Travels Far; Chmese
Share Winamac Sailor’s Paper

Proof that The Demoerat “gets|though I know. from mtp(-rlnﬂw-'

around”-—the world—is  shown
"above in the pieture of a Winamac
'-qulur stationed in China, and two|
4 rending the Pulaski

¥ at. The sailor in the
picture Iu Stanley Henry, Ph.M.2/c,
son of Mr. amnd Mrs. Herschel Hen-
:u of Winamac. I|=.u wife and son
[ also live here, The photo was mail

|!\
wegg, The rs which the men
are reading are the issues of Juoe
8, Lol lling ol the Europes Hrs
and of July 20,
Accompanying the picture was

| letter from the phiotographer,
iut!u-r Navy man, who wrote: “Your
| newspaper must have a wide ecir-
culation. 'The enclosed picture
{impresscd  me g0 much  that
1 thought you would be interested
i knowing who reads your paper

{at the four corners of the earth.
“The American in the pleture is
{one of your citzens, but for reas-
|m:x of censorship and secnrity 1
| can only use his first name, whick
|is Stanley: 1 met hjm in a far off
{ part of China and eah assure every-
one in his town that he is in good
health’ and seems to be enjoying
his tour of duty over here, even

| that he would like it much better
1 at home.

“He informed me that he reads
your paper regularly, even though
it is sometimes six months en

| route. He told me when I met him

in the first part of December that
the Allies hud finally invaded Fu-
rope. (See date of paper.) Il was

| the only good news we had hd In
e of December aml re-|

v Democrat offlice Ii--tllI is

this theatre of war in a long time.

3l harid for the people at
home to 2o that t are pla-
[ the world that 1 80 fine

oe s the U, 8. is often-
4 gix months between calls.
“As far as we are concerned, the |

Lim

*| Chinese, people have set a new high |

In hospltality. If any of our Mlhnl
are having a bad time of it, they | |
should look to the Chinege |mn;l1nf
for ability to get along under the
most adverse of conditions. Whe- |
ther they feel good or bad, when!|
they greet you it's ‘Ting Han, '||r*<;-|
nounced Ding How and means ‘the
very best of everything.'

“I have read the Democral so
much that I am beginning to feel
like one of the local boys. Here's
hoping that it keeps coming in the
future ag it has in the past and
that the-next big headline is WAR
ENDS and we can all come home.”

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Jan 1945: 1.
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Sailor Relates
5-Day Trip
By Stretcher

Stanley Henry, Ph. M. l/e, of
Winamae, who underwent an oper-,
ation for appendicitis in China in
February, tells of uubsequem
events in a letter to his parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Herschel Henry, writ-
ten a month after the operation.
He makes no mention in the let
ter of Jap attacks but previousif
had said that the enemy was
getting closer, which undoubtedly
accounted for the forced march. He
wrote, under date of March 19, in
part: LA @

“Expect you think that 1 have|
forgotten how to write. Well, it's
just that things happened here of
late that made it impossible until

buddies, just finished a five-day
hike of sixty miles. I, of course hs ad|
to be carried on a bamboo stret
cher by four coolies and let me tell
you it wasn't any plenic.

“We crossed two large moun-

fallen several hundred feet. As
luck would have it, when they did
drop me | was pretty near level
ground. So everything came O.K.
Had a rough time of it due to
coolies running away, and rain,
sleet, snow and cold, But now that

now. I, along with several of my}i

tains, either of which I could have -

Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

it is over, and 1 look back to my |
experiences, 1 guess it wasn't 50/
bad, but I will have a good story |
to relate when I get home. ;

“Mail came in on March 11 and|
12. 1 had six letters, box of stu-.
tionary,. box of canned goods, new |
pipe and tobacco, newspapers and |
funnies. (His Christmas gifts) |
I had to leave some of it behind
as there was not enough room toj
carry it all mor enough time to|
pass it around. Maybe if things
don't get too bad 1 can get back
in another month or 8o to round|
it up again.

“] have enough clothes and toilet
articles to last awhile but likewise |
I left lots behind, The food stuff
certpinly came in handy on ouri
trip. A few others had some food
so0 after pooling it we had neveml‘
roadside meals.

“Am able to walk a little now
but still quite wobbly. The incision
should be pretty well healed with-
in n week or so and then I can get
outside and walk arczud. It wil
(bé a month tomorrow since my
operation and ordinarily it would
have been healed long before, but
my case was a little different and
developed a little trouble.

“Just finished spraying and air-
in my bedroll as along_the way I
picked up fleas and bellbugs. Our
place here is very nice, chow is
rood and 1 have an heated room
for the first time this winter,
Spring should be just around the
corner as many trees are in bloom
and the crops are well up ... Don't
worry and I'li be seeing ;54 ali this
jummer,”

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Apr 1945: 1.
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|Sailor from Her

It can now be revealed that
Stanley K. Henry, pharmacist’s
mate first class, of Winamae, play-
ed a role In one of the most ro-
‘mantic and dangerous episodes of
|lho war against Japan—as a mem-
! ber of a Naval group of guerrillas,
| intelligence agents and weather ob-
l.anr\'ern behind the Japnnean lines
ln Asia,

The group, now known as SACD
{e— Sino-American Co-operative Or-
. ganization — began shortly alter
i Pearl Harbor as strictly a weather
| reporting unit.

i The project grew until it was
iproviding the U. S, Fleet, the
Army's 14th Air Force and the
| Chinese and American Army head-
! quarters with weather reports and
'.n‘tlh intelligence on movement of
Jap ships, troops and supplies.
| Finally, it became a dangerous
fighting outfit, killing Japs, blow-

In RActivities Rgainst the Japs

e Plays Part

Ph. M. 1/c STANLEY K. HENRY

ting up trains, ralding Jap oulpmlnf"
Its activities finally extended all
the way from Indo-China to the
Gaohi Degert.

SACO intelligence allowed the
14th Air Force to mine costal wa-
ters, forcing Jap shipping out to
Bsea, where they were attacked by
American submarines, on Informa-
tion from—-8SACO. Weather. infor-
mation helped the Navy declde
when to stage invasions on Jap
dslands and raids on the Jap home-
land.

Usually it was possible to enter
or depart from Jap territory by

air, but SA_CO Americans beeame | months after the war was over.

adept at Chinese disguises and,
guided by SACO Chinese, slipped
through enemy lines when they
chose, Through months and years
not one SACO member was detect-
ed,

The above report was sent to
The Democrat from \\«'nﬁihlm:lnn.
Petty Officer—Henry iz now at
home on leave with his wife and
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Herschel
Henry of Winamac. Mr. Henry
states that he was sworn {o secre-
ey about the operations during the
time he was there and for six

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 S

; E.x-Servicemén"
‘Tells Club of
iMonths in China

! Stanley Henry of Winamae, re-

cunn) discharged from the Navy,
'in which he served as a pharma-
cist’s mate, held an attentive aud-
!fence at the Kiwanis meeting
| Tuesday by relating some of his
experiences. He was in a medical
|oml’|t of about thirty men that was
|flown inte China, where a relief
| outpost was maintained. ,

The outfit was so far removed
from other stations, he stated, that ||
:smnll groups of the men would
!travel on foot to a point sixty

|that, he narrowly escaped - two

ep 1945: 1.

miles distant to get their mail.
They had no cars or trucks, and
scarcely any gasoline to run the
electric generator in their hospit:
al. The mail which they finally
did receive had been months on
the way. He remarked that cop-
jes of The Democrat looked ‘‘as
big as barn doors” to him, even
though they were as much as nine
months old when they reached
him. =

Stanley suffered an attack of
appendicitis just as the outfit was
ordered to move ahead of an ap-
proaching Jap army. Surgeons
used flashlights in performing an
operation, and he was carried on
a hand stretcher for five days to
the new “destination. On top of

plane crashes on the outward trip.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Mar 1946: 1.
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Six Ex-Service-soﬁ;; Home

With their six ex-eervice song all
home at the same time for the first
in five years, Easter was the oe-
caslon of a family gathering at thoe
Herschel Henry home. Guests for
the day were Mr. and Mss. Eugeno
Henry and sons Larry and Myron
of Peru, Mr. and Mrs. Wendell
Henry and son Marshall Lee of
North Manchester, Mr. and Mrs.
Byron Henry of Indianapelis, and
Corwin and Lorwin Henry, Mr.
and Mrd. Stanley Henry and chil-
dren and Miss Lois Abbott,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Apr 1947: 1.

18 Jan 2026
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Delta Sigmma Tan club is to meet
Tuesday evening at 8:30 at the
home of Mrs, M, T. Barco, Co-
hostesses are Missg Lorene Muiti
and Mrs., Stanley Henry, The
guest speaker, Stanley Henry, will
tell of his expariences in the China-
Burma-India theater during World
War 2, and roll eall response is to
be “Cute Sayings of Children”

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Feb 1950: 3.
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Russell Allen "Allen" "Russ" Dilts Jr.

Allen earned his Bronze Star by advancing his observation post unit across the heavily defended
rover while under intense enemy fire to direct friendly artillery to silence enemy fire on moving

troops.

Born: 4/8/1917

Entered: <1941
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,CPT
Medal: Bronze Star
Discharged:

Died: 6/2/1970

Spouse: Mary Charlotte "Charlotte" Fritz Dilts

Parents: Russell "Russ" Allen and Lenora Mary Obright Dilts

CAPT. ALLEN DILTS
Capt. Allen Dilts, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Russell Dilts of Wina-
mac, is special service officer at
Fort Sill, Okla., in“the Field Axr-
tillery. He has charge of athletic
events, camp shows and special
programs for the enlisted men.
Capt. Dilts has been in the service
since August, 1941.

Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Apr 1943: 1.

18 Jan 2026

Sons Write from
Two Sides of World

“We have no trouble finding

- shelter,” writes Capt. Allen Dilts

to his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Rus-

sell Dilts of Winamae, in speaking

of advancements which the Third'
Army is making into German ter-
ritory north of Metz. He explains
that it is not unusual for the at-
tacking American soldiers to find,

German residences eéentirely aban-
doned by their occupants, even to|

food in the pantry, thus making
it easy for the invaders to [find!
places to live, ' '
A letter from another son, Lieut.
John Dilts, reveals that he was a
participant in the attack on Leyte,,
in the Philippines, and that the
vessel on which he reached the;
island was hit by a Jap bomb. It
struck in the midst of a shipment'
of oxygen gas tanks, which caused
a hot fire, but damage to the ship!
was slight and the casualties few.|
He was stationed about eight miles
inland on Leyte when he wrote.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Dec 1944: 2.
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High Praise for Capt. Dilts

Captain “Allen Dilts, son of Mr.
and Mrs, Russell DIiTts of Winamae,
was recently awarded (he Bronze
Star medal, he informed his wife,
also of Winamae, in a letter she
recelved this week from France,
where he is now serving. Holder
of four, and perhaps five, battle
stars, the following ecitation by
command of General Patton, ace
companied the presentation of the
honor: “For herole achievement
fi* connection with military opera-
tions against an ‘enemy of the
tl'nilod States in Germany. On
! March 10, 1945, near Alf, Germany,
i Capt. Dilts fearlessly led a forward
| observation party across the heavs
ily defended Moselle river Lo estabs
lish an artillery observation post,
With utter disregard for his own
safety he exposed himsell to in-
tense enemy fire and adjusted
friendly artillery fire with su¢h ac-
curacy that the enemy guns which
had been harassing troop moves
ments were silenced. Capt Dilts’
herole leadership and courageous
actions reflect great credil upon
himself and the military ‘m-rvlce."

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Sep 1945: 1.
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" AWARDED BRONZE STARS

|
3
!

Inf Mrs. Charlotte Dilts, alf of Win- l

)
}
{
|

Capt, Allen A, Dilte, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Russell Dilts and husbhand
amac, has been awarded the
Jronze Star, according to word
received this week by his wife.

The citation stated: “Capt. Al-|
len A, Dilts, in the ficld artillery, |
has been awarded the Bronze S!m‘f
for heroie achievement in connec-
tion  with  military  operations |
against an enemy of the United |
States in Germany, On March 10, !
1945, near Alf. Germany, Capt.
Dilts fearlcasly led a forward ob-
servation party aeross the lu.-m'il:.':

defended Moselle River to estab-
i lish an artillery observation post. !

With utter disregard for his own
safety, he exposed himself to in-
tense  enemy  fire and  adjusted
friendly artillery fire with such |
accuracy that the enemy guns,
which had been harrassing troop
movements, were silenced.  Capt,
Dilts' heroic leadership and cour-
ageous actions reflect great eredit
upon himself and the military
cervice,” .

Capt. Dilts has been overseas
over a year, and served in the
Third Army. He is expected to
arrive in the States in November.,

S— — e

Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Sep 1945: 1.
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Bernard Arden Scheffer

As one of the Army soldiers with wounds that limited their assignments, Bernard became a
"sailjer" wearing a Navy uniform on duty while performing harbor craft operations, freeing

able-bodied sailors for front-line duty.

Born: 6/29/1925

Entered: 10/1/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35895891,PVT
Discharged: 1/26/1946

Died: 6/19/1999

Parents: Bernard "Ben" August and Flora Ann Ruch Scheffer

’Wour;ded Pulaski
’County Lad

”"
;Nowa ‘Sailjer
% A news dispatch from the 342d
Hlubul Craft Company, “some-
‘\\huo in England,”
| ard A. Scheffer of Star City, Ind.,
in a group of front-line combat
;\'m--rmm whose wounds have
| tabbed them “limited service”
iwlm are becoming Arm
| —wearing regular Nav
| duty and ODs off duty.
name ig a made word, using the
“safl” out of sailor and the “jer"
|out of soldier.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15

Pvt. Bernard O. Scheffer; son of
~“Mr. and Mrs. Ben Scheffer of
“the Pulaski vicinity, In the ln—
tantry overseas.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Jun 1944: 1.

18 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips

listg Pvt. Bern- |

and |
| handling

An intensive training program |
teaches former doughfoots the|
various phases of harbor-craft op-
erations, supplemented by practical |
training aboard Liberty ships, mo-
tor tow launches and sea mules. |

Upon completion of nautieal
training, the battle scarred Gls
will replace harbor-craft soldiers
who are slated for front-line duty.

Besides lessons in knottying,
the trainees are .é:i\‘r-n lectures and
demonstration in the seaman's art
of whipping, splicing, serving, par-
celing, worming, care of lines and
ropes, first-aid at sea, small boat
and abandon-ship pro-

cedure.
{ In a recent letter to his parents,
iMr. and Mrs. Ben Scheffer of In-
Hl”lll Creek township, Pvt. Schefler
1Hllllll| that he was feeling fine.

He was in several different hos-

pitale after being wounded.

Mar 1945: 1.
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Earl Joseph Teyner

Joe saves his LST (amphibious assault landing ship) by welding shut the shell/shrapnel holes
while under enemy fire.

Born: 8/11/1916

Entered:

Branch,SN,Rank: USCG,,BM1
Discharged:

Died: 12/1/1971

Spouse: Doris Bernice Battenfield Teyner
Parents: Benjamin and Mary Katherine Novak Teyner

Earl Joseph Teyner Collection of Sherrie Teyner Williams

el U W T W
— | 'WSUNDAY, MARCH 25, 1945 "W‘

- g S THREW THE WORKS 7 GUARD= | [ EVE
iﬁnems DAY AT NORMANGY ED LS. ND THE BOVS AND. "::i“‘""‘ SKIPPER VELLEC

WAS A HEE e IR T NAZI BATTERY HAS
PR uxsn.mw 'n-uiv | ND DRY. i cunnomee ALL HANDS
EITHER rrms- = | . WENT OUT, SKELE mnl&
" LIKE THIS... ; : 1 IN ON THE

(Collection of Sherrie Teyner Williams[Facebook]). True Comics, New York City NY, The Parents' Institute 25 Mar 1945.
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It's a Small World (War Il) for brothers-in-law, Jacob and Robert, in London.

Jacob William Wagner

Born: 7/23/1921

Entered: 7/2/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35359151,S/SGT
Awards: Air Medal, Distinguished Flying
Cross

Discharged: 9/25/1945

Died: 11/13/1975

Spouse: Jo Ann Decker Wagner
Parents: Jacob G. and Hattie lone Clara Long
Wagner

SGT. JACOB W. WAGNER

Sgt. Jacob W. Wagner, oldest
son of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Wag-
ner of Monpterey, in in the ma-
chine gun section of Co. A, 4224
Infantry, 106th Division, at Fort
Jackson, 8. C.

Winamac (IN) Republican 4 Mar 1943: 1.

18 Jan 2026
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Robert William Decker

Born: 12/10/1921
Entered: 8/20/19427
Branch,SN,Rank: ,,CPL
Discharged:

Died: 12/22/1980

Parents: William "Willie" Leo and Ernestine
Rock Decker

Robert Decker and family (Collection of Trevor Grismore) -
ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/55455107/person/292364463285/m

edia/c9f41c7e-4d89-41da-b156-461679badbae

S-Sgt. Jacob W. Wagner and
Cpl. Robert W. Decker, broth-
ers-in-law, . f r o m Monterey,
met in London over the week
end according to information
received here this week.  Sgt.
Wagner is a gunner on a
bombing plane and Cpl. Deck-
er is an aircraft machinist.
Each has a brother in the
service.

Lt e e T ST -

Winamac (IN) Republican 1 Mar 1945: 1

g i &
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It’s All in the Family for the Depoy Brothers and Cousins

Three sons and three grandsons of Oscar&Della were in service.

Oscar Arl Depoy & Della Florence Rinebarger

1900 Raymond Elmer
1923 Richard Burrel
1904 Thomas Roscoe
1926 Thomas Eugene
1928 Leon Ralph
1917 Delmar Arl
1920 Harry Jay
1925 George Hadden

Depoy Delmar Arl "Del"

Enlisting with George and Harry, Delmar
went into the field artillery

Born: 9/16/1917

Entered: 5/8/1944

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35838080,CPL
Discharged:

Died: 10/17/1968

Spouse: Dollie Violet "Vi" Davis Williams
Depoy

Parents: Della Florence Rinebarger (Oscar
Arl[deceased]) Depoy

Richard Burrel "Dick" Depoy

Dick, with an engineering unit in England,
took part in the D-Day invasion.

Born: 6/10/1923
Entered: 1/23/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35543666,T/5

21 Dec 2025

©2025, Jim Phillips

Harry Jay Depoy

Enlisting with Del and George, Harry went
into heavy artillery in Europe.

Born: 4/1/1920

Entered: 5/8/1944

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35838085,CPL
Discharged: 3/4/1946

Died: 11/3/2004

Spouse: Berniece Katherine Paulsen Depoy

Parents: Della Florence Rinebarger (Oscar
Arl[deceased]) Depoy

Medal: Purple Heart
Discharged:
Died: 6/10/2020

Parents: Raymond Elmer and Hazel
Elizabeth Good Depoy
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George Hadden Depoy

Along with two buddies also on leave,
George visited Duggleby Motor Sales,
where they once worked. Enlisting with Del
and Harry, George went into the Army after
a stint in the Merchant Marines.

Born: 9/18/1925
Entered: 5/8/1944

Thomas Eugene Depoy, Jr.

Like his Uncle George, Thomas went into
the Army after a stint in the Merchant
Marines.

Born: 5/5/1926

Entered: 6/5/1946

Branch,SN,Rank: USMM,, St2c
Branch,SN,Rank: USA, 45057283,PFC
Discharged: 10/25/1947

Died: 11/28/1989

Parents: Thomas Roscoe and Mildred
Elizabeth Sims Depoy

18 Jan 2026
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Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35838088,T4
Discharged:
Died: 1/19/2014

Parents: Della Florence Rinebarger (Oscar
Arl[deceased]) Depoy

Leon Ralph Depoy

Leon was in the infantry.

Born: 1/18/1928

Entered: 3/24/1946
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,15209779,PFC
Discharged: 8/6/1947

Died: 1/4/1958

Parents: Thomas Roscoe and Mildred
Elizabeth Sims Depoy
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_ )
Cpl. Delmar Depoy, in fleld ar- Cpl. Harry Depoy, son of Mrs.
tillery in Germany, son of Mrs. Oscar Depoy of Winamac, in
Oscar Depoy of Winamac, His heavy artillery in Europe. His
wife and children also live in wife and children also live In
Winamac, Winamac,

. [ — o —

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Jul 1945: 1. Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Jul 1945: 1.
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T/5 Richard Depoy, stationed in
England with an engineering
unit, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ray-
mond Depoy, west of Wina-
mac. :

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Jan 1944: 1.

18 Jan 2026
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Georse Doao:r. B sr’o. lon ot Mr.

ﬂlﬁ uﬂ. Mr-vp.mr ' mt of
_wmmm.ron m m_mu; tho

Pulaskl County (IN) Democrat 13 Apr 1944 1.
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¢ 38

Pvt. Leon Depoy, in the infan-
_try,-son of Mr. and Mrs. Thom-
as R. Depoy of Star City.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat5 Se[ 1946: 1.

St. 2/¢ Thomas E. Depoy Jr,, In
thoe Merchant Marines, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. De-
poy of Star City.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Dec 1945: 1.
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The meritg of the various mil-
itary services were threshed out
over the week end at the Duggleby
Motor Sales when three {former
employees returned home on leave.

Sergeant Kenneth Heater, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Heater,
stationed at Fort Leonard Wood,
Mo.; George Depoy, Seaman 2-C
of the Merchant Marine, son of
Mr. and Mrs, Oscar Depoy, and
Seaman William Larkin, stationed
at Oxford, O., son of Mrs. Agaes
Larkin of South Bend, formerly
of Lucerne, all visited with their

former employer, Charles Dug-

-]'it'h_\'.

Winamac (IN) Republican 9 Mar 1944: 1.

" Delmar Depoy, from a camp in
Georgia, is spending .a 16-day fur-
lough with his family here.

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 23 Sep 1944: 7.

Delmar, George, and Harry Depoy (Collection of psholmes166).
Website: ancestry.com.

George, Harry, and Delmar (Collection of psholmes166). Website:
ancestry.com.
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Harry, Delmar, and George Depoy (Collection of psholmes166).
Website: ancestry.com.

. 7

Dolly&Delmar Depoy (Collection of psholmes166). Website:
ancestry.com.

Harry and Delmar (Collection of psholmes166). Website:
ancestry.com.
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e
o
|

Vi&Del Depoy (Collection of psholmes166). Website:
ancestry.com.

PFC George Depoy, son of Mrs,
Oscar Depoy of Winamac, serv-
ing with the field artillery in
Germany.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Jul 1945: 1.

Delmar wrote his wife's name, Violet, on his jeep (Collection of
psholmes166). Website: ancestry.com.
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George and his parents, Della&Oscar Depoy(Collection of
psholmes166). Website: ancestry.com.

George and crashed ME109 in Europe (Collection of
psholmes166). Website: ancestry.com.
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Hal‘l'y Depoy Pvt. Thomas E. Depoy, son of

and Mrs. Thomas R. Depoy of
(Collection of Veterans of Pulaski County) ‘Star Clt,, in the lnf.ntry‘

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Sep 1946: 1.

Harry Depoy and guns (Collection of psholmes166). Website:
ancestry.com.
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Thomas Depoy

Local Soldier
Writes About
Life in Japan

Thomas E. DePoy of Winamac,
stationed in Kobe, Japan, has writ-
ten an article to The Democrat
about farming and fishing in Ja- |
pan. Parts of the lefter Tollow:

The isles of Japarn-are mostly
mountainous and rocky, but yeti
there is a lot of land a\'anable‘
for farming. The farm land is .of |
poor class compared to ours and|
must be fertilized heavily to grow |
good wcrops. Japan has such a
dense population that, every por-
tion of ground, regardless of how.
| large or small, is used. Land in
the mountains'and around the door-
step is also used.

The main crop is rice. Before
planting the rice, the ground is
heaped up in a mound, in much’
the same manner that we plant
sweet potatoes. svery farmer
plants his seed before the tenth
of June, as that is the day that
the heavy rains come. The fields
remain flooded until after the crop
is harvested in October.

Other crops beside rice are peas,
oniong, Chinese lettuce, Irish po-!
i tatoes, ete. These other crops are
lnot grown in abundance by the
i individual farmer, He grows only
‘enough for his family use.

1 Fishing is another main accupa-
tion of these people. Many. are
forced to turn to the sea as a
means of livelihood. They rise

Tearly in the morning and go toi
'their favorite grounds. Here they
' spend the day catching sake or
'salmon, Lai, Suba and Sawala. }

Lai is the principal fish caught,
]whlch ranges “all the way from
| six inches in length to two feet.
| Sake or salmon is the next best
[type of fish. Besides these and
many other sea fish, there are
also various Kkinds of fresh water
fish. y

(Collection of Wendy Taylor) Website: ancestry.com

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 May 1947: 2.
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The Army could not get the boys home for their father’s funeral, so this picture was sent to his
three sons in France.

. i‘ﬂ\ﬁ%\-& \

Oscar Ali Depoy (Collection of psholmes166): 1 Mar 1945. Website: ancestry.com.
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It's a Small World (War Il) for Don, Charles, and Al meeting somewhere in India.

Donald Wilmot "Don"
Cullen

Born: 9/15/1923
Entered: 2/18/19437
Branch,SN,Rank:
USA,35092561,SGT
Discharged:

Died: 6/26/2020

Parents: Wilmot Knowlton
and Lucinda "Lucy" Agnew
Cullen

Charles William Garling

Born: 6/10/1923
Entered: 2/12/1943
Branch,SN,Rank:
USA,35092563,CPL
Discharged: 10/25/1945?
Died: 6/17/2015

Parents: Harry Frederick
and Pearl C. Linback
Garling

%

Alfred Neil "Al" Taylor

Born: 10/27/1918
Entered: 2/16/1942
Branch,SN,Rank:
USAAC,35258478,CPL
Discharged: 1/2/1949
Died: 11/11/2009

Spouse: Edna Ruth "Ruth"
Troutman Taylor

Parents: Ira Nelson and
Marvel M. McFadden
Taylor

Pvt. Alfred. N. lelo}. in the
Alr Corps,” son of Mr. and
Mrs. Ira N. Taylor, southwest

PFC Charles W. Garling, son of
~ Mr. and Mrs, Harry Garling of
Winamac, stationed overseas
with an airborne division, of Winamae. .
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Nov Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Feb
1943: 1. 1943: 1.

Sgt. Donald W. Cullen, with the
Army In Indla, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Wilmot Cullen of Wina-
mac. |

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 21 Sep
1944: 1.

| Three soldiers from this county
Irecon:l_\' mat somewhere in India
iTht-_\' are Donald Cullen. Charles
if_:a:llm! :uLd Alfred Tarlor.

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 20 Mar 1945: 10.
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It's a Small World (War Il) for Don, Jim, and Robert in New Guinea.

Donald D. "Don" Marquis Willard James "James" Robert Melvin Nelson
"Jim" Abbott

Born: 8/11/1923 Born: 5/9/1923 Born: 4/6/1922

Entered: 5/31/1943 Entered: 1/13/1943 Entered: 6/3/19437

Branch,SN,Rank: Branch,SN,Rank: Branch,SN,Rank:

USA,35145682,T/5 USA,35580828,CPL USN,3860670,GM1

Discharged: 1/6/1946 Discharged: Discharged:

Died: 2/27/1976 Died: 4/7/1974 Died: 8/30/1993

Spouse: Lois Eleanor

"Eleanor" Dawson Marquis

Parents: James Issac and Parents: Nathan Simmian Parents: Lee and Lena

Opal Bernice Fry Marquis and Norma C. Fall Abbott French Nelson

3

Three Pulaski county boys had, eon of Francesville. Nelson and
their pleture taken when they got| Marquis have been logether in the
together in New Guinea. They are|amphiblous engineers since they
Donald Marquis and James Ab-| wenl in the Army, and Abbott is
bott of Star City and Robert Nel-}in the medical corps.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Mar 1945: 1.
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Robert Eugene "Bob" Hair

Bob wrote to his folks, "There are millions of slave laborers being liberated at the moment, and
they are streaming home along the highways to Holland, Belgium, and France." as well as an
essay published in the 5 Apr 1947 issue of the Saturday Evening Post.

Born: 4/11/1921

Entered: 8/12/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,15107311,T/SGT
Discharged: 3/ /19467

Died: 3/5/2016

Parents: Charles Franklin "Frank" and Lucy Agnes Zellers Hair

Sergeant Tells of |
Slaves Liberated

l
| In Germany

T/Sgt. Robert E. Hair, now with
thé Army which occupies a portion
af captured Germany, relates some
of his observations in a recent let-
ter to his parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Frank Hair of Winamac. Under
date of April 5 he wrote:

“We are Jiving in homes in a Ger-
man city which wasn't too badiy
pasted by bombers and shelling. I}
had the task of moving twenty fam-
{lies out of their homes to make
room for our troops. According to
the Geneva Conventipn we can teke
{ any civilian property as long as it
! ig used for a military purpose. This
Fauntomatically places a heavy pen-
alty on looting, which is a tremen-
dously attractive activity to some |
Gl's,

“I am writing this to you on a
confiscated German typewriter. We
have several German autos in our|
outfit which are being registered
and in time pill be used in line of
duty. My German is proving very
villuable knowledge, !

“There are millions of slave la-l
borers being liberated at the mo-
ment, and they are streaming home |
along the highways to Holland, Bel- |
gium and France. All are walking, !

because carts and bicyeles would
!f‘hukl‘ the military supply roufes,

Too bad T can’t tell you everything

I'd like to.” ‘

T/Set. Robert K. Hair, son of
Mr. and Mrs, Frank Hair of
Winamae, in the signal corps.

i
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Apr 1943: 1. |

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Apr 1945: 8.
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“Post War Anecdote”

Na’nona\ Magazme Prints Sior\_g

Whritten by Ex-G.I. from Winamac

I'

! Robert E. Hair, fornser W inamac
hoy now employed on a newspaper
'in Sturgis, Mich., is the auther of|

ill Post War Anecdole. a fexuare

Lin last week's issae of the Sutur-

(day Evening Post., THe story, re-
Jated to the author by his uncle

} Arthur Zellers, who served in Enyg-

Hand  with the Seabees, won for
i Bob a §i00 prize., ;
[ Entitled “Sometning Less Than

! Heroes,” the story is herewith re-
| printed without permission of the
| Post:

*The 111ith Naval Construction
Battelion were the [irst seabees
cto arrive in Cornwall, England—
(tough many “common” Navy men
| were ulready there-—znd they ex-
{pected a hero's welcome. Instead,
'n.u.l\'oq stared unsmiling, gelling
i.l pot of ale in the puns was a strug-
rgle, and WRENS at the near-by
Royal Navy base tossed them a
“hands - across - the -sea-and-that's-'
{all-brother smile™
i\'.'ilh the “common” f{leet.
Bewildered but resourceful, the

ESeabm*s appointed a committes to

i tinued,

and danced offj |

get the low-down, erid one mem-
{ ber finally hit upon a clue: where-
ever he went, the natives glanced
at his sleeve. That night he, n
chiel and a machinist’'s mate, sec-
cnd class, cornered n lone “com-
mon” sailor in a pub, andy with a
little warm beer and cider, solved
the mystery.

“Y'gee,” the little ¢ :i!or explain-
chummily, “befors you guys got
heye, there was just enough bitters
and \\' {EENS to 2o around.”

*Y \?"" The chiel 'chted a cig-
nu-w * him.

; :\t.rl \\o didn’t
hees cutting in,”

want any Sea-
the sailor con-
“go'a all we did was tell
the natives the Hundred and
Eleventf was a battziion of con-

viets paroled for frontiline duty,
and ver ¢leeves proved it.”
“Whaddya mean ‘sleeves'?" It

wus a chorus from the Seabees,
The sailor indicated the arm of
the man nearest him.
“Those letters, ‘CB,"" he
grinning. “In limey army-and
lingo., that means "confined to bar-
racks.”

sald,

Pulaski County (IN) Derr;ocrat 10 Apr 1947: 1.
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It’s a Small World (War Il) for brothers, Tom and Jim, in Germany.

Thomas Robert "Tom" Powers James William “Jim” Powers

Born: 5/19/1925 Born: 1/23/1918

Entered: 8/1/1944 Entered: 5/18/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35905840,PFC Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35354632,CPL
Medal: Purple Heart Discharged:

Discharged: 6/24/1946 Died: 5/30/2002

Died: 2/13/1995

Parents: Albert Edward and Hazel Gertrude Parents: Albert Edward and Hazel Gertrude
Zellers Powers Zellers Powers

“' oy t Brothers Meet : |

Two brothers met in Germany on |
Easter Sunday for the first time .
in three vears, alter several weeks
of searching. as edach knew the oth-
er was not far away. Sons of Mr. |
and Mrs. Albert Powers of Wina-
mae, they are Cpl. James Powers |
of the Ninth Air Force and FFC
Tom Powers of General Patton's
Third Army. and the half day they
had together made the holiday hap-
py for both.

-

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Apr 1945: 1.

Tom & Jim Powers

Tom and Jim Powers - Veterans of Pulaski County
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It's a Small World (War Il) for brothers George and Sonny in Belgium.

George Edward Logan Oscar Orville "Orville" "Sonny" Logan
Born: 11/16/1923 Born: 1/23/1919
Entered: 2/8/1943 Entered:
Branch,SN,Rank: ,,PFC Branch,SN,Rank:
Discharged: 1/6/1946 Discharged:
Died: 11/30/1997 Died: 1/18/2012
Spouse: Mary E. Finch Logan
Parents: Thomas "Tom" Nathan and Maude Parents: Thomas "Tom" Nathan and Maude
Pearl Culp Logan Pearl Culp Logan

Brothers Meet Accidentlly

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Logan of Me-
daryville received a letter {rom
their son, PFC George Logan, in
which he stated that he and his
brother, Orville, met on a street!
corner in a town in Belgium on
March 21. He has been overseas
for fourteen months and Orville
has been out of the States for two
months,

LS

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Apr 1945: 1.
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Frank Hershel Dunn Jr.

... Frank said, “I carried heavy demolition charges, and when | got within throwing distance | let

'em [Japs] have it.”, surviving only to be killed in the line of police duty in 1961.

Born: 10/8/1917

Entered: 1/1/1941°
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,S/SGT
Discharged:

Died: 6/1/1961

Parents: Francis "Frank" Hershel and Eva Tressa Wesner Dunn

With the First Cavalry Division
on Luzon: Destroying Jap pill
boxes, knocking out machine gun
inests is the combat specialty of
S-Sgt. Frank Dunn, son of Mr.
and Mrs, Frank Dunn of Ham-

ship, west of Medaryville.
Durn was a graduate of the Me-
daryville high school.

Dunn heads a demolition “squad
and “whenever cavalrymen get
pinned down by enemy machine
gun fire he is called to try and
| get them out of there.

mond, formerly of Gillam town-|
S-Sgt. |

:ceeded to make my way up the
isteep hill. In my hand and about
ime I carried heavy demolition
charges and when 1 got within
| throwing distance I let ’em have
it.”” Dunn said. :

Dunn , also helped knock out
several road blocks along the
route leading to Manila, He also
stated ““there's no danger to hand-
ling demolition charges. All you
have to do is remain ealm and
know your job well. A veteran
of the Admiralty Islands and Leytc
campaigns, Dunn entered the

In the ﬁintapnl sector southeast) = . .
of Manila, Dunn was called upon|at Fort Bliss, Texas, and arrived

to get some Japs out of a stranglyi overseas in June, 1943. “Prior to
fortified cave. “First we opened, ehtering the service he was em-

service in January, 1941, trained

| up with heavy machine gun firei plnyeq by the Inland Steel Com-
| which gave me cover; I then pro- Pany in Hammond:

Winamac (IN) Republican 3 May 1945: 8.

21 Dec 2025

©2025, Jim Phillips
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James Keith "Jimmy" "Jim" Muskelley

After the Battle of the Bulge, when Jim was liberated from his POW camp after six months, he
and other prisoners walked to Paris; he went on to earn a Ph.D. in Spanish and directed

International Studies at the University of Memphis.

Born: 10/21/1925
Entered: 11/5/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: ,,PVT
Discharged:

Died: 8/6/2011

Parents: James Larkin and Metra | Presley Muskelley

|
Mrs, Frank Duadd received word
Tuesday that her nephiew, Pvt.
James Muskelly, had been missing
in action in Germany since between
December 19 and 25. A =on of
| Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Muskelly of
| Memphis, Tenn,, he vent overseas
in October, and while in training
!nl Camp Atterbury visited in the
|
I

L ——

, Bidd home at various times. He|
just missed meeting his sizter, Cpl.
Funice Muskelly of the WAC, who
returned from two vears' service in
Afriea and Italy a few days after

111:- was sent to port of embarka-

! tion.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Jan 1945: 1.

i Pvi. James Muskelly, son of Mr,
land Mrs, J. M. Muskelly of Mem-
[ phig, Tenn., and & nephew of Mrs,
"Frank Budd of Winamac, has been
[liberated from a German prison
| camp, Listed as missing last De-
| cember. the parents later received
[letters from him stating he was a
% prisoner,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 31 May 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips

Page 178 of 256



1945: Mopping Up — War Stories

It's a Small World (War 1l) for Harry, Sidney, and Edwin in London.

Edwin Conrad Gutwein

Born: 7/30/1920
Entered: 8/20/1942?
Branch,SN,Rank: ,,PFC
Discharged:

Died: 10/1/1994

Parents: Kathryn "Katie"
Munz (Ludwig Frederick
"Fred" "Lewis"[deceased])
Gutwein

| k2

visit together. %

=

21 Dec 2025

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 May 1945: 2.

Sidney Benjamin Leman

Born: 7/4/1922
Entered: 1/6/1944
Branch,SN,Rank:
USA.35094958,CPL
Discharged:

Died: 12/31/2017

Parents: Henry and
Cordelia Eunice Gudeman
Leman

S——

Relatives in Francesville have!
received word that Sgt.
‘Yaggie, Cpl. Sidney Leman and:
PFC Edwin Gutwein recently mei!
in London and enjoyed a ahorti

Harry ;

[

©2025, Jim Phillips

Harry Joseph Yaggie

Born:

Entered: 1/6/1944
Branch,SN,Rank:
USA,35094966,SGT
Discharged:

Died: 11/9/2006

Parents: Joseph and Lena
Tyle Yaggie
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Alexander "Alex" Rearick

Alex, son of the late publisher of the Winamac Republican, wrote an eyewitness account of
firebombing "Tokio" in May 1945, which earned him the Air Medal and Distinguished Flying

Cross.

Born: 12/1/1925

Entered: 1/10/1944

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35900941,SGT
Awards: Air Medal, Distinguished Flying Cross
Discharged: 12/13/1945?

Died:

Parents: Linnette Ross (Arden[deceased]) Rearick

Rides Over
‘Tokio With

Eiw oribs-

| Here is an eye-witness account
of how the huge B-29 bombers of
|the U. 8. Air Force soar 30,000
feet ahove Japan to drop bombs
jon Tokio. This wag written by
}Sm. Alex Rearick, a radar opera-
(tor aboard one of the bombers.
| S8gt. Rearick iz the son of Mrs.
| Linette Rearick of Winamae and
jnrrived home Friday to spend a
Iweek. He holds the Air Medal
‘nnd Oak Leaf Cluster for four
"trips over Tokio.

“Joe, the operations clerk came
in right after dinner and informed
{us we were to go to tonight’s mis-
This ‘bad news' was met
| with threats against his life. We
hopped a truck and went to the
‘line.  (Hangars.) The belts of

| : %
1-50 calibre machine gun bullets

!afternoon was spent in cleaning
tguns ad loading ammunition.

{

| “As soon as we were done, the

iokay
|area for supper and briefing. After
i briefing, we went back to the plane
and were ready for the takeoff.
;Onu by one the B-20’s taxied out
ll'm' the takeoff and for the long
| flight to Japan.

Pfc. Alexander Renri;k

Pfc. Alexander Rearick, son of
Mrs. Arden Rearick, is a recent
graduate of the Army Air Forces
Flexible, Gunnery * School, Laredo
Army Air Field, Laredo, Tex., and
is now qualified as a member of a

4

bomber combat crew. "

-

Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Jul 1944: 1.

18 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips

;(-nginecr came down to run up thel
engines to see that they were|
Then back we went to the!,

| place.
‘over the plane, we found a big!

“Hours later we approached the!
mainland of Japan in the darkness. |
Abmost immediately Jap search-|
lights probed the skies looking for
The long fingers of light
{Cor 1ed on, Page  8) !

us,

OVER TOKIO
. (Conuhue‘d from Page 1)

. |
swept by just missing us. Up.
ahead we could see the red glow:
in the sky which marked the burn-
ing city of Tokio set afire by the
bombers which preceded us. :

“More searchlights, red burstis
of flak fill the sky. Then, sud—f
denly, we were over the target.!
The air was bumpy and filled with
smoke from the fires in the ecity.:

The flak was bursting. You '

5 {
could hear spent pieces rattle off
the plane all around us. -The

scarchlights got us in their beams.
The | J
tong

into t

1d to the inferno.
' Quy

e of nes

|were waiting and the rest of the ) :

The
pretiiest
a long hard mission. |

“We landed and taxied into our}
After crawling out to look;

zon.

hole out on the wing tip—that nne:
came too close.” |

Winamac (IN) Republican 24 May 1945: 1&8.

Page 180 of 256



1945: Mopping Up — War Stories

R |
Sgt. Alex Rearick arrived home
Friday after having received his!
discharge from the Air Corps. Al
son of Mrs. Arden Rearick of Win-
amac, he wears the: Asiatic-Pacifies
iribbon with three battle stars and
'the Distinguished Flying Cross
| with oak laFf cluster. He was a
‘member of a B-29 crew and flew
~twenty-six missions over Japan.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Dec 1945: 1.

21 Dec 2025 ©2025, Jim Phillips
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Dale Cottrell. Fritz

Dale entered Hitler’s bunker and exited with Bormann’s pants.

Born: 1/16/1916
Entered: 4/16/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35176475,T/5

Medal: Purple Heart
Discharged:
Died: 11/29/1985

Spouse: Marjorie Wolfe Fritz
Parents: Alfred Aaron "Al" and lone Cottrell Fritz

Jield artillery,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Oct 1942: 1.

18 Jan 2026

PFC Dale C. Fritz, son of Mr,
and Mrs. Al Fritz of Winamace, in

| Farming in Ireland is done
Isomewhat differently than it
‘done in Pulaski County. accord-
‘im: to a letter received this weck
from Cpl. Dale Fritz by his par-
%('nls, Mr. and Mrs. Al Fritz.
Dalé writes that the fields there
are miniature and average about
two acres. Most of the fences
are hedge. His letter follows:

“Well here I am somewhere in
Ireland.

“The fields here are one and
two acres on the average. From
the train window the fields look
as small as if you were up in an
airplane looking down on Indiana
farms. The soil looks very rich.
Everything looks neat, not even
a brush pile in any fence corner.
They have mostly hedge fence
around the small fields. Thé rail-
road freight-cars are no larger
than our 1% ton truck bed.

Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

“Almost everyone has bicycles

iz for transportation here. There

ave a few small cars like Austins.
It seems odd for them to drive
on the left side of the road. The
roads are narrow and the paved
ones are black top.

| “There are a lot of thatched
.roofs on the houses, Most all the
buildings are old fashioned. Some
of the roofs had green grass
growing on them.

| “We passed by several apple or-
chards. One place there was cah-
bage ready to eat.

We sanw several peat  bogs
They cut it out of the ground in
pieces about the size of bricks
{they dry it and burn it in their
|stoves."”

Winamac (IN) Republican 4 May 1944: 3.

©2026, Jim Phillips
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County Soldier |
In Hitler Dugout

Here is an eye witness account
of a visit to Adolph Hitler’s Bert-
chesgaden hideout in the Alps by
Cpl. Dale Fritz, as told in a letter
to his parents, Mr. and Mrs. A. A.
Fritz dated May 6. :

“Well, 1 finally have something
interesting to write about. Forty

Hitler's home and hideout near
Berchesgaden up in khe Alps
Mountains, It was a very inter-
cstinm sight.

“The building, on top of the
ground were all destroyed but the
tunnels down underground weren't
hurt a bit. I went down six flights
of stairs and there were still more.
The tunnels and rooms were fixed
up fancy with up-to-date plumbing
and electricity and supplies; fancy
chinaware and everything to live
in luxury.

“I got you a set of book ends
i (they are just plain but I got
| them six flights underground) and
{Pop an ash tray. The French
ijust took the fortress this morning.

“I can look out the window in
the house we are staying in and

tains about six miles away by the
way the crow flies.

“We went through Salzburg and
just out of town is where the Alps
start. We went about’ 15 miles
back up in the mountains. It was
a very good road leading up to the
fortress. The mountains are about

(Continued on Page 6)

HITLER'S DUGOUT
(Continued from Page 1)
8,000 feet high. .There are hup-
dreds of bomb craters around and
in the buildings. They sure had
his (Hitler’s) place pin pointed

and really wrecked the building,

of us in ourbattery got to go see

see the snow on top of the moun- |

1945: Mopping Up — War Stories

“The last place we were in Ger-
many I saw Hitler's and Goer-
ing’s private cars. One was a
Harch and the other a Mercedes,
both were big black super-charged
sedans.

“On yesterday’s trip and the
trip I took toduy: I saw thousands
of German soldiers coming in to
surrender. They were walking,
riding bicycles, riding horses, rid-
ing in wagons and in their own
trucks. i,

“A I\L’nl white flags. (The new
German flag. Ha.)

and helmets then geton the road
and head for the Prisoner of War
i camps.  Most of them' go unguard-
ed along the road but there are
| always G. I.’s going up and down
| the roads. The Germans seem to
| be glad that it is about all over.

! “On our trip today we passed
:.'l German airport with over 100
Eulmma that were knocked out on
| the ground. *

| “The scenery is beautiful up in
| the Alps.  The pine trees look
| black from a distance then the sun
| shines on the snow and makes it
| rlisten.

“Some of the im:.'/t got some of
| Hitler's wine today-find seem to be
| enjoying it.

“It was nice and warm out to-
day with the sun shining most of
the day.

“This house is the first one we
have been in that had eleetricity
still working and we didn’t have
to hook up our generator to have
juice for our lights and radio.

“Before 1 went through Ger-
many [ thought they would have
up-to-date farm machinery, traec-
tors, etc., but they are way behind
the times. That is the reason they
had so many slave laborers. They
use milk cows and a few horses to
do the farm work. The army took
most of their horses.

Winamac (IN) Republican 31 May 1945: 1&5.

21 Dec 2025

& 2 u
“They threw away their guns

intler’El' Wrecked Mansion |

T C. Frit#, son of Mr.]
and Mr:. Al Fritz of Winamac,
at right, is shown -here with a
buddy, as they visited the remains
of Hitler's Berchesgaden hideout
15 miles up in the Alps.
bombers had wrecked the buildings

Allied |

ahove the ground, but his palatial
quarters remained untouched (It-ep!
in the earth. T-5 Fritz is believed!
to be enroute home after serving|
overseas more than a ) He |
has enough points for o

Winamac (IN) Republican 20 Sep 1945: 1.

©2025, Jim Phillips
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

General Bormann may have es-
caped Germany with Hitler and
fled to Sweden as news reports
speculated this week, but General
Bormann's pants are in Winamac
and ‘he must be pretty cold if he
is in Northern Sweden.

T-5 Dale C. Fritz, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Al Fritz, who revently
was discharged from the Army
made a trip into Hitler’s Berches-

home. Six stories underground
he found a pair of General Bor-

brought home with him and also
a most complete German atlas.

The atlas shows all railroads of
the world and lists Francesville,
Star City, Medaryville and other
nearby towns.

las are on display in The Republi-
can office. Come in and have a
look.

Winamac (IN) Republican 18 Oct 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips

gaden hideout before he came

mann’s riding pants which he

The general’s pants and the at-.
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1945: Mopping Up — War Stories

Kenneth Marshall “Nig” Poor

In a letter to his folks, Nig describes the starved, beaten, and murdered bodies at the Ohrdruf

concentration camp.

Born: 10/19/1922
Entered: 7/6/1944
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,PFC
Discharged: 2/9/1946
Died: 2/27/1992

Parents: George Fredrick and Fannie Fay Deckman Poor

Kenneth Poor

Kenneth Poor. Veterans of Pulaski County: WWII, Korean Conflict,
Cold War. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YplOKOfQUeA

21 Dec 2025

r
|

'County Soldier
Tells of Nazi

'Horror Camps

‘ The following letter was received

|by Mr. and Mrs. George F. Poor

of the Winamac vieinity from their

}nnn. PFC Kenneth Poor.

| April 14
Germany

Dear Dad and Mother:

19
I was surely surprised yester-

day when 1 learned of President
Roosevelt's death. It's really too
bad he couldn't have lived to see
the final outcome of this struggle
for free civilization.

I am sending you an article 1

\
cut from the Stars & Stripes

(about the Ohrdruf concentration
camp). I want you to read it be-
cause | saw with my own eyes ex-
actly what it tells. It was the
most terrible sight I have ever
witnessed. I will try and expiain
a little of what I saw.

This concentration camp has
barracks similar to some we have
in the States. For beds they had
burlap cloth stretched over a thin
layer of straw—one piled right up
against the other for maximum
capacity The floors are bare
ground and very damp. There
were pots and pans scattered
around

In one street there were approxi-
mately fifteen or twenty bodiés in
a circle where they had fallen af-
ter being murdered. They all had
bullet holes through their heads
and almost all had more in their

(CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX)

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17

©2025, Jim Phillips

'Soldier Tells of

'Horror Camps

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)
includes stock, fixtures and build-
ing to them except skin and bones.
| They had been starved and beaten.
Some had ragged clothes on and
jothers were nude. They were all
clean shaven, apparently from be-
ing lousey. 1 can't commence to
explain just how they did look,
exactly.

In another shed there were
hodies (some thirty or forty) piled
up Just as we would think of stack-
ing cordwood. They were all lime
covered to devour the bodies. |
would say they ranged in age from
sixteen to old men,

Back in the States when F used
to read about such things as this
T chalked it up ae war propaganda,
but never again, after gseeing that
‘FII:]H. I atill can’t imagine how
jone buman being could be so cruel
to another. 1, now, more than
ever, have no sympathy whatever
for a German.

It's really too bad some of the
people in the States who don't
‘have the slightest idea there is a
twar on, or what war js like,
couldn’t have seen that. I'll bet
there would be no more strikes
or slackening of the war effort.
¥ 1 won't write any more about
| this, although I could go on and
on. It's one sight 1 shall never
i forget as long as I live,

May 1945: 1&6
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

It's a Small World (War Il) for Dick, Stuart, Jim, Richie, John, and Ray in the Philippines.

Richard Ritter "Dick"
Dodd

Born: 4/16/1913
Entered: 3/26/1942
Branch,SN,Rank:
USA,35111564,MSGT
Discharged: 11/15/1945?
Died: 4/5/2001

Parents: Thomas Calvin
and Harriet Jenette Ritter
Dodd

Samuel Stewart "Sam"
"Stuart" Lebo

Born: 5/20/1920
Entered: 2/19/1942
Branch,SN,Rank:
USA,35259750,SGT
Discharged: 10/11/1945?
Died: 7/24/1951

Parents: Samuel "Sam"
Harry and Bessie Edith
"Edith" Dean Lebo

James Newton "Jim" May

Born: 8/16/1920
Entered: 9/15/1942
Branch,SN,Rank:
USA,15330540,PFC
Medal: Bronze Star
Discharged: 1/10/1946
Died: 3/21/1989

Parents: Fleming "Flem"
Lewis (Effie Maria
Drake[deceased]) May

Richard Lewis "Richie"
Dilts

Born: 4/8/1919

Entered:
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,LT
Discharged:

Died: 2/18/1986

Spouse: Clara Jane "Jane"
Ballard Dilts

Parents: Russell "Russ"
Allen and Lenora Mary
Obright Dilts

18 Jan 2026

John Albertus Dilts

Born: 7/13/1915
Entered: 7/2/1942
Branch,SN,Rank:
USA,35359171,LT
Discharged: 5/23/19467
Died: 7/3/1981

Spouse: Doris Alexander
Dilts

Parents: Russell "Russ"
Allen and Lenora Mary
Obright Dilts

©2026, Jim Phillips

Raymond “Ray” Fagner(!)

Born: 1/25/1913
Entered: 4/2/1942
Branch,SN,Rank:
USA,15101544,SGT
Discharged:

Died: 5/20/2003

Parents: Thomas Lee and
Emma Dahl Fagner
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Sgt. Richard R. Dodd of Winamy
with the Engineering Amphibii
Command, son of Mr. and M

1 8. Dodd of Gosport.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Oct
1942: 1.

21 Dec 2025

1943: 1.

©2025, Jim Phillips

LT. JOHN DILTS

Lt. John Dilts, eldest son of Mr.,
and Mrs. Russell Dilts, is in the
gas gencerating unit of the Army
Engincers. Sunday he was trans-
ferred to Fort Belvoir, Va., from
Indianapolis, where he was receiv-
ing special training at the Prest-o-
Lite plant. Wednesday he was
transferrd to Camp Claiborne, La.,
from Fort Belvoir. He entered
the Army as a private in July,

1942,

Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Apr 1943:
1.
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

LT. RICHARD DILTS

Lt. Richard Dilts, son of M
and Mrs. Russell Dilts, is recei

Raymond Fagner

ing additional chooling in tt Ray Fagner, Veterans of Pulaski County.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Nov Field Artillery

t Fort Sill, Okl
1943: 1. He entered the service in Decen
ber, 1942, and veceived his con
mission as a gecond lieutena
April 8. |
Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Apr 1943:
1.

18 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips Page 188 of 256



1945: Mopping Up — War Stories

[Note: It was likely Ray Fagner, not Degner]

G-l Civilization,

Six Winamac l Six Winamaﬁ “Many families are ‘modernizing’

or rebullding their homes from

! ! scrap lumber, metal, sheeting and
Men Get Togeﬂ]er lMEI’l Get Togethcr worn out canvas picked up from
{ !lr Ph-l- - the beaches or abandoned camps,
' D L ‘m UIppInes In place of the burlapiike clothes
In Philippines that wore  comEion igh L frt,
i | (CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) the local inhabitants are wearing
! . S that those of uz who I'Ih'u in & ave i t

| A EEI‘IPEE";FT “'I r.ixp “Ii_"'m"f“ | small place actually know more ﬂ,“ﬁ uxmmmme tre m! ::t[;i-c‘d;llur::
!!lef':r; st:}it;cgrtl \,ml'lll ::- luhil !un}m::z | people and have more friends than g from discarded parachutes
i3 deso £ iy c Mid, news i 2 = i
'editor of The Democrat before be the nverage resident of & city. The way some of the girls doll up

j entered service, in a letter to the| Infantry Cleans Up. ls hardly comparable to the hovels
office force dated April 7. He| I wish you conid see the change most of them live in. . _
wrote: | that has taken place in this vieinity  “Btrangely  enough, ' Ilaundry

| “No doubt you have heard from|#ince we came in last October. In prices have been held to the stand
{ Sum Lebo, Russ Dilts or some of! comparison, it is hardly recogni- ard originally sei by the Eovern-
|the other relatives back there| Zable. Even the roads are an ox- ment—30 centavos (16¢) for &
i about a half dozen of us from Win-! @mple. The one by ‘i“m‘d‘““ﬂl'l *-h“i" mhm'"r Even the 'tﬂtu:hf us
"amac being together a few week| Was bhardly passable, and now it Is would three times i not
i ends ago, {-;1 ml!fjillnn to Dick, John |8 stoned, twolane highway with!0 have to do that chore. The way
‘and 1, who have been here some the many one-way bridges along it they do the job is something. The
time now. Stewart Lebo s now sta-| repluced with two-way ones. Equal are # creek
llilunml here. Ray Degner, who is to the great work the infantry does hell _""“‘ .'g_t ‘em as they
lalso in a regiment of the 2ESB,,In cleaning out a place, is that Df"'"_‘""“‘.'"‘“"‘_" rock and pound-
was in and out, but happened to|other units in cleaning it up and ﬂwﬂh:m m ‘turn out
(be In the =ame week end that ..'Ilml building it up. _-. ; :
i Mays eame over from a nearby js-| “The tune of {he natives has 48
Hland where he iz stationed, ‘That  ¢hanged, too. A common Expr“‘f‘-.
seems quite unusual-—a half-dogen | 8lon used to be “Give me a blenk
jof us from a swmwall town in jn-i el,’ as they came through the eamg i
diana meeting way out here, lJnuhl‘.J;"“"-"mﬂ::‘mnKi l’ﬂ:‘:* and l‘iﬂ“;imih' :
il anybody from New York, withH0W iré in lae souvenir busi-
all ite millions, has seen alt one : ness in a blg way and asking such
time that many fellows whom he | £‘{hl:'eh s 3115' ?Dr ;l]dbu!n hlmll'i:';"l:r
knew back there. And I'll betj®2 lOr & palr ol wooden shoes like
(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE) ’ | the clogs worn on the beaches at

{ home. Conversgely a GI with a sup-

| piy of sewing machine needles can

| elean up at the rate of 35 a pack-

(age. Singer sewing machines are

jthe one modern appliance to be

{ found in many a humble, native

 shick,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 May 1945: 1&5.
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Joseph "Joe" "Little Joe" or Josef Kirsch

With the war ending, Little Joe, who had emigrated with his brother in 1927, was able to visit
his parents and two sisters in Essen, Germany, and found them in good health and their home
unharmed by the war.

Born: 8/20/1908

Entered: 8/1/1940

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,16000584,SGT
Discharged: 10/14/1945

Died: 2/15/1965

Spouse: Bertha Schneider Kirsch
Parents: Reinhold and Clara Stimpel Kirsch

“Little Joe” Has A. Fe Sergeant Finds
| Parents, Sisters In -

i Germany Are Well

o

! The dream that Sgt. Joe Kirsch
{ {had cherished since Germany de-
L iclared war on the United States

came true at last. It was that he
/ might be with the American Army
g | invading Germany so that he could
g | visit his aging parents in their
A home at the outskirts of Essen.

e | In a letter received this week
B [ by Karl Kirsch of Winamac, Sgt.
B |

k|, Kirsch told of a thrilling visit to
I their parents, Mr. and Mrs. Rein-
i holt Kirsch, on April 25, and a
letter was enclosed from the mo-
| ther, the first direct word from
them since war was declared. He
‘ said he found the parents and two
| | sisters there in good heaitn and
1 !that their home had not felt the

|

|

| | effects of the war.

| i For a long time it seemed doubt-
! { ful if the former German boy, who
I | enlisted in the United States Ar-
| 'my to fight the Nazis, would reach |
i {his homeland. In the early days

“Little Joe" Kirsch, fi 1y of | ba d  with - Miss  Morgison's |/
Winimas, imght £ fosf &1t putfed nr.}fl.’":f:.l.....“.l...l'.. ! ot ‘of the French invasion he suffered
|- ’ " e enlisted in the army a year N 3
ho aeta mia picture akou with o410 8 WAIC ag0 and (s now o cor. {a broken leg and was confined to
movle actress. When Patricia Mor- 'l""“: '"]'I"" ""I"I'I"I"I ;'"”r "': vl ta hospital in England, and at one
aon went 16 Fort Lewls, Wash, |L0%in He and s brother it .

hrs Jog' & siptionbe. 4okt 6e it e el St | jtime thought he was going to be
entertainment, Joe and _probably |yt ot A e hen i §
a cpuple other thousand soldiers _I]:,i l\-n"r-n ml:.),"i,"y ;,‘: :.,.“I‘.:i,..,“ ! returr!efl to the States. But instead
went to see her, of fourse. \And | write English. But now he sends he r?mineﬁl his company, al!hough
tJoe found himself up on the ftage | typewritten letters home, br |

with Miss Morrison. ' Although at|a little about the above | | not for combat duty, and finally
02 et T e e e e et o e reached his hoped-for destination.
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Apr 1942: 3. Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 May 1945: 8.
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l
|

Sees Parents

|
:; Imagine yourself as a sergeant
'in a victorious invading army and
| meeting your parents, who had
‘lived under the domination of Hit-
iler, to find them well and un-
i harmed.

That is what happened to Sgt.
' Joe Kirsch, known in Winamac as
“Little Joe,” according to a letter
received this week by Kar! Kirsch,
a2 brother who resides near here.

Sgt. Kirsch was with the invad-
Jing army which went into Essen,
Germany. United State soldiers
are under strict orders not to fra-
ternize with the enemy. The
| sergeant received special permis-
sion to visit his parents, accom-
panied by an officer.

He found his parents, who are
about 75 vears old, well and their

ihouso unscratched by the terrifie!

 bombardments from land and air
directed at the ecity.

It was the first time either of
the brothers had had direct word
from their parents since the war
started. They have had only one
| message through the Red Cross!
| during that time.

| coii

Winamac (IN) Republican 10 May 1945: 1.

21 Dec 2025
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Carl Kirsch, west 2f here, receiv
ed a letter from his brother, Pfc.
Joseph Kirseh, who was fighting
with the U, S. army in German.
that he has visited their parents
who live near FEssen. Germany
Joseph was [ighting near therc
He stated he spent three hours
with them and they were well and"
their home was not hurt. The
brothers came from Germany to
make their home here, Carl, 19
years ago, and Joe, 15 years ago.
They have lived west of here mosi
of the time. Both have families.

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 10 May 1945: 8.

Sees Falks In Germany

Here is Sgt. Joe Kirsch, formerly told how his father, when everyone
of the U. 5. Army, who held a happy | else crouched in bomb shelters,
reunion near Essen, Germany, last!walked up and down in front of his
summer with his parenis. Sgt. Joe : house and told friends ikat his place
is shown with his arms around his | wouldn't be bombed because his son
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Reinhold | was in the American army. Another
Kirsch, with other relatives sur- her, Karl Kirsch, farmer and
rounding theni. Although tie T, ves nedr Windmiac. “Joe, af-
Kirsch farm is near LEssen which | ter
was leveled by Allied atacks, the | now
Kirsch home wus untouched. Jue

uy released {roan tue army is
working in New York

Winamac (IN) Republican 22 Nov 1945: 1.
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Ross E. Burget

Of Ross’ original outfit in North Africa, only three or four escaped unhurt, and “it was sure
tough when you see your buddies dropping all around you.”.

Born: 1/1/1916

Entered: 10/1/1940
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,16006968,PVT
Discharged: 6/28/1945?

Died: 2/18/1972

Parents: William "Willie" Garfield and Mabelle "Mabel" Grace Alkire Burget

Pfe. Ross E. I:‘.uf-f:et of Frances-
ville, who has been in the armed|
forces since Qctober 1, 1940,
when he enlisted in the infantry, |
was given an honorable discharge
last Friday at Camp Atterbury,'
Ind., and arrived in Francesville,
Saturday morning. Burget hasf
been overseas since November,!
1942, when his outfit landed in
North Africa. Since then he has
seen action in the Italian cam-:
paign, and the entire European
campaign, having gone into Nor-'
mandy two days after D-Day. He,
says that it sure seems good to
be back in “civies” again after
nearly five years in service. Of
his original outfit that went into
North Africa, only three or four
escaped unhurt in all their cam-
paigning.  Although Burget es-
caped unscratched, he says it
sure is tough when you see your
buddies dropping all around you.
He is the son of Mr..and Mrs.
W. G. Burget, who still have two
sons in service. :

Winamac (IN) Republican 28 Jun 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026
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Pfc. Ross E. Burget, of Francess-
ville, who has been in the armed
forces since October, 1940, when
he enlisted in the infantry, was
gziven an honorable discharge last
Friday at Camp Atterbury, Ind. He
had been overseas since November,
1942, when his out fit landed in
Africa. Since then he has seen ac-
tion in Italy and the entire Euro-
pean campaign, going into Norman-
dy two days after D-Day. Although
Burget escaped unscratched, he
says it sure is tough when you see
your buddies dropping all around
you. He is the son of W. G. Bur-
get, who still has two other sons
in the service. |
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 5 Jul 1945: 14.

P === = ==||il]

Page 192 of 256



1945: Mopping Up — War Stories

Lloyd Raymond Campbell

Previously twice wounded, Lloyd was awarded the Bronze Star when he "operated the guns of
an immobilized tank with great success during a German attack.”.

Born: 6/4/1916

Entered: 12/2/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,SGT
Medals: Purple Heart, Bronze Star
Discharged:

Died: 8/7/1967

Parents: Isaac Leslie and Mapel I. Haselby Campbell

'Lloyd Campbell |

| ber 29, according to word Treceived

Of Star City Is
Listed As Missing

" PFC Lloyd Campbell, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Leslie Campbell of Star
City, has been reported missing
in acuon in France as of Septem-

from the War Department by the
parents on Saturday. The young
soldier is a nephew of Mrs. Nellie
Reynalds of Winamaec. }
Twenty-five years of age, PFC
Campbell entered service in De-
cember, 1943, and has been over-
seas since last July 1. He had
spent most of his life in the Grass
Creek and Star City vicinities,
graduating from the Grass Creek
high school, where he was also a
member of the basketball team.
He was employed in Logansport
before entering service. 'The last
letter the parents received f[rom
him was dated September 26,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Oct 1945: 1.

21 Dec 2025
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Parents Get Word
Son Reported as
Missing Is Safe

Pfe. Llovd Campbell, son of
Mr. and Mrs, Leslie Campbell of
R. R. 1 Star City who was re-
ported missing in action In
France September 29 is safe and
has rejoined his outfit, his par-
ents were notified today by the
war delartment,

Private Campbell who is a
member of the infantry is believ-
ed to have been fighting with the
American armies on German soil
now. He entered the service De-
cember 23, 1943 and has been ov-

erseas since last July.
v

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 4 Nov 1944: 15.
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Pfe. Lloyd Campbell, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Leslie Campbell of near
Star City, who was reported miss-
ing in action in France on Sept.
29, is safe and has rejoined his
unit, his parents -were informed
this week. Pvt. Campbell is be-
lieved to be fighting in Germany.
He has been overseas since July,
Winamac (IN) Republi(;'an 9 Nov 1944: 1.

18 Jan 2026

. pecupation forces.

©2026, Jim Phillips

r

"‘Bronze"Star
Awarded To
Pfc. Campbell

Star City Man One Of Unit to Hon.
or President Benes at Pilsen
Yictory Parade

tclping beat back an enemy attack !
wias made to Pfe. Lloyd R. Camp-
bell, son of Mr. and Mrs. Leslie
Campbell of Star City, somewhere
in Germany recently. !

The citation reads that Pfc.
Campbell and a companion, a part
of the 315th infantry of the Ninth,
army, gpperated the guns of an im- |
mobilized tank with great success
during a German attack,

The veteran’s unit was chosen to
rguresent the American army at a
#ade in Pilsen on June 15 hon-
‘Mig President Benes of Czecho-
slovakia.

Campbell also has earned the
Combat Infantryman'’s Badge, the
Purple Heart with one cluster, the
ETO ribbor with two stars and
the Presidential Unit Citation dur-
ing ten months overseas. He will
remain as part’ of the American

( An award of the Bronze Star for|

\ 1

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 3 Jul 1945: 3.
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Sanford Warfield Keplar

Sanford earned his Bronze Star as a driver enduring long hours without sleep while being
subjected to artillery and sniper fire.

Born: 4/21/1923

Entered: 2/11/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35092569,PVT
Medal: Bronze Star

Discharged: 10/30/1945

Died: 6/15/1994

Parents: Herbert W. and Julia Olson Keplar

HE MAKES THE
BOYS BEHAVE

!
i
1
i
i
1

PVT. SANFORD W. KEPLAR
Pvt. Sanford W. Keplar, son of |
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert W. chlari
of Beaver township, is a member
of the headquarters military police
platoon at Fort Lewis, Wash. |

Winamac (IN) Republican 22 Jul 1943: 1.
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In Service

Pfc. Sanford W. Kepler

Pfe. Sanford W. Keplar of Win-
amac, a combat military police-
‘man serving with the 44th Infan-‘
try Division in Germany, is shown;
‘here as he practices firing a .45|
calibre machine gun. Pfe. Kep-
lar directs traffic at the battle!
front and helps guard prisoners|
‘of war in newly captured terri-

tory.

Winamac (IN) Republican 17 May 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026
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R
}t PFC Sanford W. Keplar has been
lavmrdr:*‘d the Bronze Star for “meri-
| torious service in connection with
{military operations against the
enemy from October 24, 1944, to
May 10, 1945, in France, Germany
and Austria, As a driver in the
Military Police Platoon during this
period, PFC Keplar's duty often
necessitated going forward into the
leading infantry areas over roads
that were subjected to artillery
and sniper fire, Although his work
meant long hours without sleep, he
performed this duty willingly, effi-
clently and with no thought of his
own personal safety and comfort.”
He is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Her-
bert Keplar of Beaver township.
®a

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 21 Jun 1945: 1.
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Stanley Lowell Hinderlider

1945: Mopping Up — War Stories

Stanley joined a few Logansport boys and 400 other boys from "back home" on Hoosier Day in

the Mariana Islands.

Born: 11/24/1914
Entered: 4/6/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,
Discharged: 12/24/1943
Died: 6/12/1990

Spouse: Retha Irene Overmyer Hinderlider
Parents: John Martin and Myra Etta Singer Hinderliter

A 'Winamac man was among a
group of over 400 Hoosier soldiers
and sailors who got together on
“Indiana Day” Sunday, April 20,
in the Marianas. Stanley Hinder-
lider, son of Mr, and Mrs. John
Hinderlider of Winamae, is in the
center of the back row. At left,
back row, is Bill Arnold and at

\Winamac Boy In Marianas

igd

right is G. E. Hosier. Kneeling
are, Ired J. Grusenmeyer, Mike
Clark and G. W. Sullivan, all of
Logansport.  Stanley, who has
been overseas two years, worked
in the Winamae A & P store and
later with the same firm at Logans-
port.  (Photo courtesy Logans-

port Press.)

Winamac (IN) Republican 14 Jun 1945: 1

21 Dec 2025
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It's a Small World (War Il) for the Dilts brothers meeting in Germany.

Richard Lewis "Richie" Dilts

Born: 4/8/1919

Entered:
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,LT
Discharged:

Died: 2/18/1986

Spouse: Clara Jane "Jane" Ballard Dilts

Parents: Russell "Russ" Allen and Lenora
Mary Obright Dilts

LT. RICHARD DILTS

Lt. Richard Dilts, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Russell Dilts, is receiv-
ing additional &chooling in the
Field Artillery at Fort Sill, Okla.
He entered the service in Decem-
ber, 1942, and received his com-
mission as a sgecond lieutenant
April 8. !

Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Apr 1943: 1.

18 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips

Russell Allen "Allen" "Russ" Dilts Jr.

Born: 4/8/1917

Entered: 19417
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,CPT
Medal: Bronze Star
Discharged:

Died: 6/2/1970

Spouse: Mary Charlotte "Charlotte" Fritz
Dilts

Parents: Russell "Russ" Allen and Lenora
Mary Obright Dilts

CAPT. ALLEN DILTS
Capt. Allen Dilts, son of Mr.|
and Mrs. Russell Dilts of Wina-
mac, is special service officer at
Fort Sill, Okla., in-the Field Ar-
tillery. He has charge of athletie
events, camp shows and special
programs for the enlisted men.
Capt. Dilts has been in the service
gince August, 1941.

Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Apr 1943: 1.
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e sy

By
Lt. Richard Dilts and Capt. Al-
len Dilts, sons of Mr. and Mrs. Rus-
sell Dilts of Winamae, recently met
|l|| Germany. Lt. Dilts, who was/
i with the Fifth Army in Italy, had;
a six-day leave and set out in a
jeep to look up his brother, who
had been with the S0th division.|
Because of several recent moves
made by Capt. Dilts, it took three
days for Richard to locate him.
]

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Jun 1945: 1.
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It's a Small World (War Il) for classmates Gilbert and James, who meet in Belgium.

Gilbert Jason Barker Jr.

Born: 10/18/1920
Entered: 10/13/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,CPT
Medal: Purple Heart
Discharged: 2/14/19467
Died: 4/17/1978

Parents: Gilbert Jason and Blanche Lavon
Petry Barker Sr.

Lt. Gilbert J. Barker Jr., in the
Army, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Gilbert J. Barker of South
Beénd, formerly of Winamuc,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Dec 1943: 1.

18 Jan 2026
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James Albertus Dilts Jr.

Born: 12/18/1919

Entered: 7/22/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USRC,15303687,PVT
Discharged: 5/7/1946

Died: 9/5/1998

Spouse: Mary Stuart Hayes Dilts
Parents: James Albertus and Mary Aurora
"Ora" Huddleston Dilts Sr.

LT. JAMES A. DILTS JR.

James A. Dilts Jr. of Winamar
was commissioned a sevond lieu
tenant in the Army Saturday upon'
completion of officers’ training
school at Fort Benning, Ga, A
gon of “Mr. and Mrs. James A,
Dilte, he enlisted in the Army on
July 23, 1942, and served with the
ROTC and Enlisted Reserve Corps
at Indiana university, where he

was a senior officer. Lt Dilts is

a graduate of Winamac high
school and received a degree in
Jaw- from Indiana last
December. He came h nday

for a few days" visit and was ad
mitted to the Indiana Bar Associa
tion Tuesday at Indianapolis.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Apr 1943: 1.
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1 m |
i Lt. James A. Dilts Jr. and Lt.,
" Gilbert J. arker Jr. of South!
;.Bond met each other accidentally
lin Belgium a few days ago. Among
itlm things they talked about, it is
!:msumed, were experiences of high
| school days, when both were mem-
i bers of the Winamac class of 1937,!
[

[ Fa |

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Nov 1945: 2.
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Andrew George "Andy" Nufer Jr.

Andy earned his Distinguished Service Cross, our nation’s second-highest military honor, after
he "ran across open fire-swept terrain to friendly tanks", mounting first one, then knocked to
the ground and mounting another before being wounded, he guided them to relieve his
company pinned down by enemy fire. (It was fortunate that he reentered after being
honorably discharged because of his age just before Pearl Harbor.)

Born: 1/30/1911

Entered: 4/16/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35176457,1LT

Awards: Distinguished Service Cross, Presidential Unit Citation, Purple Heart
Discharged: 12/30/1945:

Died: 1/7/1996

Spouse: Ruthann Kleckner Nufer Jr.
Parents: Andrew George and Josephine Horn Nufer Sr.

Andrew G. Z\'nirlll“h. of Winamae FOUI’ PUlaSki County men Who |

ot g g ek had been released from the serv-|
eandiiade - Conin . ice under the 28 year law, have
Nitar; 5 s of Mot ot Mre AT been recalled as follows: Henry

A B R s R Helm left last Thursday for Fort

ducted into the army in April of

1941, and .\-n-‘ru--‘t' at Camp Shelby, Benjamin Har.rison and from there

Miss., before going to officers’

*| training school three months ago. | was Sent tO Camp Shelby Miss';

He is a graduate of the Winamac |

Melvin Hill left Friday for Fort

and was employed at Kelly's Hard- |

v s i B Benjamin Harrison and from there
et e el was sent to Camp Shelby, Miss.;
Alfred G. Rater dnd Andrew Nu-

: fer Jr. left this morning for Fort
LT. ANDREW G. NUFER JR. i I;enjamin Harrison and from
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Mar 1943: 1. thel‘e, the former Wi]l report to
Ft. Knox, Ky. The destination of

the latter was not learned.

the

alter completion t
at .the

Winamac (IN) Republican. 22 Jan 1942:8.
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Lt. Andrew

Nufer Is

Awarded DSC, Next to
5H1ghest Military Honor

| LT. ANDREW NUFER JR.
]

First Lt. Andreiw G. Nufer Jr,
of Winamac bhas received the Ar-
my's second highest award, tha
Distinguizshed Serviee Cross. A
gon of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew G.
Nufer Sr. of Winamae, the officer
won the medal in the action Jast
January in which he was wounded.
The presentation was made at cere-
monies celebrating the, first anni-
versary of the Normandy invasion.

An account of the presentation
wag published in “Timberwoll,” the
newspaper printed by Lt. Nufer's
unit. It stated:

“On Wednesday, June 6, 1945—

D-Day plus 366—one year after the
firet allied landings on the coast
of Normandy, the German civiliang
of Hunfeld stood in the hot alter-

noon sun, shifting awkwardly, hat |

in hand, and watched the Stars and

Stripes pass In review,
“The Germans know

celebrate this day.

why wa

| vislon,

| Distinguished
i above the left pocket of the leutens
{ ant’s Hisenhower jacket.

“Before the officers and men of
the Second DBattalion, First L
Andrew Nuler of Company F strode
swiftly #across ithe short-clipped
grass field, Drig. Gen. Frank
Camm, commandant of the T8th Di-
pinned the nation's second

military decoration—the
Service  Cross—

highest

heated battle  of
Nufer showed the
Ccourageans action which brought
him the DSC. When enemy fire
pinned his company down, Li. Nu-
fer ran across open, [ireswept
terrain to friendly tanks. Mount-
ing the lead tank, he led them into

“During  the
Kesternich, Lt.

N aclion until his tank was struck by

enemy [lire and he was kKnocked
to the ground. Mounting a second
tank, he gulded them until that
tank was hit algo and he was
wounded by enemy artillery.
“Despite his wounds, he continued
ih'.l lead the tanks in sopport of
| the Infantry elements wuntil his
| company objective was secured.
| “The Second Hattalion paraded,
| represented by erack marching
units of Easy, Fox, George and
Howe companies. They marched
to the music of the T8th Division
band—this. time In rank and file,
\not open squad columns, for today
| there is peace in Europe. This
| day marked the invasion of the
Ccontinent, the first step toward the
| destruction of the Reich,

“Yeq, the Germans know why we,
celebrate this day.'”

Lt. Nufer was inducted into the
| Army in April, 1941. In December
jof 1942 he was accepted for of-

ficer’s training, and received hia
| commission at Ft. Benning, Ga.,
in February, 1943, He was sent

| overseas last fall and was wounded
| in action January 30, After being
| hospitalized in France and in Eng-
| land, Lt. Nufer had just returned
{10 his outfit when the medal was
?awnrdm! him.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Jul 1945: 1.

21 Dec 2025
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Distinguished

'-5 Service Cross

The Distinguished-Service
Croas [s awarded to persens who,
while serving in any capacity with
the Army of the United States,
distinguished themselves by ex-
traordinary hercism in connec-
tion with military operations
against an armed enemy. This
decoration was instituted by exec-
utive order in January, 1918, and
confirmed by Congress July 9,
1918, :

It is a cross of bronze with an
eagle in the center and a seroll
below the eagle bearing the in-
scription “For Valor.” On the
reverse is space for the recipient’s
name. ' :

Page 203 of 256



Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

[Andy Nufer
IsAwarded
DSC Medal

; 3

The Distinguished Service Cross,
‘highest award for heroism given
by the United States with excep-
(tion of the Congressional Medal,
was presented to Lt. Andrew Nu-.
fer, Jr., in Germany recently, ac-
cording to a letter recevied by his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Andrew
‘Nufer of near Winamac.

The citation which accompanied
the award said, in part, “For ex-
traordinary  heroism in action
against the enemy in Germany.
When enemy fire pinned his com-
pany down and inflicted heavy cas-
ualties, First Lieutenant Nufe:
ran 150 yards across an open fire-

“Mounting the lead tank, he:
led the vehicles into action until
the tank on which he was riding:
was struck by enemy fire and he.
was knocked to the ground.

“Mounting a second tank he
continued to guide them until the
second tank was also struck and
he was wounded by enemy artil-
lery fire. Despite his wounds he
continued to lead the tanks in sup-
port of the infantry until his com-
pany’s objective was secured.”

Lt. Nufer, who is 34 years old,
entered military serviee on April
16, 1941. He had attended Ox-
ford Imstitute and the Dayton
School of Aviation. Well known
throughout the <ounty, he had
beef? employed at the Kelly Hard-
ware and is a graduate of the Win-
amae high school in 1929,

He is'now stationed with an in-
fantry unit in the 9th Army in
Germany and becomes the first
Pulaski county man to receive so,

swept terrain to friendly tanks.

high a military honor.

Winamac (IN) Republican 5 Jul 1945: 1.

Y |

First Lt. Andrew Nufer Jr. ar-'
rived home Saturday to spend a
terminal leave in the home of his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Nu-
fer Sr. of Winamae. In service
four and a half years, he was in
France and Germany for a year.
Lt. Nufer wears the EAME ribbon
‘With three battle stars, the Pres-
idential Unit Citation, the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross and Pur-|
ple Heart. He expects his release|
the latter part of December,

- =

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Nov 1945: 1.
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Lewis Claude Bair

Because of a transportation shortage, Lewis had to march groups of German prisoners he and

his buddies were guarding 12 to 14 miles a day.

Born: 9/25/1907

Entered: 5/19/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35354650,CPL
Discharged:

Died: 1/5/1972

Parents: John Wesley and Alice Rebeccah Prechtel Bair

Cpl. Lewis C. Bair is on (fllt}'!
with a military police unit g’u.'u_'_d_-1
ing German prisoners at Pisa,'
Italy. He reported that l)ocausei
of a shortage of transportation,|
he and his buddies had to nmrehé
groups of prisoners for from 12
to 14 miles a day. :
Winarr;ac (IN) Republican 12 Jul 1945: 1.

21 Dec 2025 ©2025, Jim Phillips
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Stanley Vaughn Lemmon

By July 1945 and already earning an Air Medal, Stanley had logged 316 hours over 31 missions
in the South Pacific and Indian Ocean war zones.

Born: 5/12/1925

Entered: 1/6/1944
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,S/SGT
Medal: Air Medal
Discharged:

Died: 7/19/1987

Parents: Mary Winafred Johns (Stanley Harrison[deceased]) Lemmon Sr.

A g e i e g

Awarded Air Medal

S/Sgt. Stanley Lemmon, tail gan-
ner with the Fifth Air Force's [u-
mous liberator flying Jolly Rogers,
has been decorated with an Air
Medal and oak leaf cluster for 200
hours of aerial action in the south-
Rl ; west Pacific. A son of Mrs. Stanley
; ' Lemmon Sr.of the Kewanna vieini-
‘ty, the young man has participated
in twenty bombing missions ranging
from the Dutch East Indies to the
Jap island of Formosa, and was a
i member of the [irst B-21 outfit to|
| bomb that stronghold.” His group
has destroyed more than 400 Jap
planes in the air, nearly 800 nnf
the ground and has sunk nearly|
half a million tons of enemy ship-
ping. S/Sgt. Lemmon has been in/
Ithe service a year and l'ecoivn‘lli
;hi.: wings last July. 1

|
!
|
|

e -

PFC Stanley V. Lemmon' son Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Mar 1945: 1.
of Mr. and Mrs. Stanley H. Lem-
mon of the Kewanna vieinity,
graduated last week from the
Harlingen Army Air Field Gun-
nery school. He received his aer-
fal gunner's wings and a promo-
tion in grade at brief graduation

exercises held there.
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Jul 1944: 1.
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5/Sgt, Stanley Lemmon, tail gun-
'ner with the Jolly Rogers, famous
Liberator unit of the Fifth Air
ll-‘orce Bomber Command, has been
! decorated with a second oak leal
! cluster to the Air Medal. A son of
' Mrs. Stanley Lemmon Sr..of the
‘ Kewanna vicinity, Sga. Lemmon
;received the additional cluster for
{ his third hundred hours of south-
fwest Pacific combat. Since the
taward, his fighting hours hava
. climbed to 316 in thirty-one miss-
iJons. Now based in the Philippines,
{ the Jolly Rogers are striking For-
'mosa, China, French Indo-China and
' Borneo, (Special to The Demo-
i erat from public relations, Far
! East Air Forces.)
i 5]

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Jul 1945: 1.
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William Bruce "Billy" "Bill" Phillips Jr.

In 1943, Bill joined the Merchant Marines and was medically discharged after 30 months; he
was then inducted into the Navy, where he served another 8 months.

Born: 9/25/1924

Entered: 5/14/1943 Merchant Marines; 10/4/1945 Navy

Branch,SN,Rank: USMM/USN,,WO/F2c

Discharged: 6/3/1945 Merchant Marines; 5/15/1946 Navy

Died: 11/1/1994

Parents: William Bruce and Ruth Dorcas "Dorcas" Shaw Phillips, Sr.

Willilam Phillips Jr., son of Mr,
and Mrs. William Phillips Sr.
of Star City,/on active duty
with the Merchant Marine.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Jun 1944: 1.
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| &) : ;
Willinm Phillips Jr. son of Mr.
rand  Mrs, W, B. Phillips of Star|
| City, enlisted in the Marines at
{ Chicago last week. He reported
 for duty at Indianapolis on Thurs- |
tday and has bheen sent east for|
{ preliminary training,
L] il

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 21 Jan 1943: 1.

William B. Phillips, who is in
| the maritime service, called his
parents at Star City Saturday
;l'mm Norfolk, Va., stating that he
has returned from sea duty, and is
in the U. S. Marine hospital.
Winamac (IN) Republican 15 Feb 1945: 5.

| William B. Phillips, Jr., who has|
Ehvon in the merchant marines, has|
ireceived a medical discsharge and
‘he and Mrs. Phillips are at the!
;homv of his parents. '
Winamac (IN) Republican 12 Jul 1945: 4.
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| WRstaaNAw. sraman s e s—reeey

i Preinduction physical examina-

Additional Men i i e i o | Mr. and Mrs. W, B. Phillips Sr.,

William B. Phillips...._Star City

Robert G. P n.....Winama
Called In Draft [rui's seccer - Francsie left Friday for Newport News, Va,
Although draft regulations are | Cilie Joseph - Medaryville ‘to visit W. B. Phillips Jr., F 2-c, and
end of the war, soven additionat| Frank Robey _...___North Judson Mrs. Phillips. F 2-¢ Phillips re-
Pulaski county men have been or- Rob A. Ball ;l::-.:w - . .
dered b seport o indution 300 F:a:l:tn,']lo:'ear _____ Med;:;;?;: ceived his dls.charge t.he 15th and .he
group of 20 registrants have been Ervin Bair ... Winamac 3ﬂd Mrs Phl“ips WI" retu m Wlﬂt

Donald Stevens ____... Winamac

ordered for pm-mducuon physiecal Tobatt B Feity . .- & Witaiiae h‘s parents

ex:)m;nah;]ls' £ i Bernard F. Bauer _..___ Monterey —d = E, |
yrdered to report for induetion "povert G. Davis - ... Winamac Winamac (IN) Republican 16 May 1946: 7.

G o Harold J. Mohler ____Francesville

Wayne G Pe.rry ====22= WIRAMBE | 1550510 G Behny _____. Winamac

Albert S. Bridegroom.._Winamac Jey C. Stiller 2 e

WaHer J. Fo: """" il'it“ Cil'iy Mike {Ieduk --------- Winamac ‘ i -

Jack W. Runk _______ edaryville R Ty

Ean € e Do Lo B Wmi Foetle | RETURN FROM VIRGINIAY
TON Cre NICQ e c ez b P LR )

Sunor, B edebh s . Wikires \© Mr. and Mrs. William Phillips

Winamac (IN) Republican 23 Aug 1945: 1. Sr., accompanied by Mr. and Mrs,

William Phillips Jr., returned home
Thursday after spending two weeks
! at Newport, News, Va. Mr. and
i Mrs. Phillips Jr. lived there dur
ilm: the time he was stationed
{ there. He has received his dis-
;chargﬂ.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 May 1946: 3.
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{Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 10 Oct 1945: 4.
Website (newspapers.com).

21 Dec 2025 ©2025, Jim Phillips Page 209 of 256



Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Frederick Donald "Donald" Haschel

Don was colorblind, so he was initially rejected by the U.S. Navy, but later he and his shipmates
got to eat with President Truman during a trip just before V-J Day.

Born: 12/18/1918

Entered: 10/27/1941
Branch,SN,Rank: USNR,6260375,PO1c
Discharged:

Died: 8/17/2003

Parents: Nettie Dell Hiland (Frederick "Fred" Oscar[deceased]) Haschel Jr.

County Boy
On Ship |
With Chief

A Pulaski county sailor was |
aboard the U. S. S. Augusta which |
took President Harry S. Truman!
on the first leg of his journey to
the Big Three Conference at Pots-
dam.

Petty Officer 1-¢ Donald Has-
chel. son of Mrs. Nettie Haschel
is serving aboard the ship that
took President Truman across the |

Atlantie. 20 =
Winamac (IN) Republican 19 Jul 1945: 1.

Seaman 2/¢ Donald ‘Haschel, son
of Mrs. Fréd Haschel nr‘\\'in-

amac, -
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Oct 1942: 1.
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inamac ‘Saillor
Serves on Ship

P re31dent TOO](

: ‘Petty Orﬁcer 1/¢ Donald Has|
chel, postmaster on the U.S.S. Au-
gusta, wrote his mother, Mrs. Net-
tie Haschel of Winamac, the fol-
lowing letter on July 13.

“If you have been reading the
papers and listening to the radio,
you know that the President is
making his trip on the Augusta.
He is quite a fellow, and he is
always smiling and shaking hands,
The Secretary of State is along,
too.

“They eat dinner with the offi-
cers, then with the Chief and yes-
terday he had dinner with the
crew.. If you see any pictures of
him eating, with the crew, the!
door right behind him is the post- |
office. One of his body guards

was down today and got stamps.
The table where the President sat |
.is where 1 eat most of the time. "I
l

Pulask/ County (IN) Democrat 2 Aug 1945: 2.
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Page 211 of 256



Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Lloyd Arthur Alt

Lloyd earned his Bronze Star, “with complete disregard for his own personal safety,
administered first aid to a wounded comrade and an unknown infantryman, and returned them

”

both to medics....”.

Born: 4/6/1914

Entered: 5/13/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35159989,S/SGT
Medal: Bronze Star

Discharged:

Died: 2/14/1970

Parents: John and Lydia M. Aeschliman Alt

! S/Sgt. Lloyd A. Alt of Medary-
~ville has been awarded the Bronze
| Star “for heroic action in connec-
{ tion with military operations in
' the vicinity of Remagen, Germany,
ron March 10. Defying an extreme-
1y heavy artillery and small arms
barrage, S/Sgt. Alt, with complete
 disregard for his own personal
'safety, administered first aid to a
' wounded comrade and an unknown
infantryman, and returned them
i‘both to the medics, who had been
{unable to come forward due to the
’e:wluy barrage.” He i a son of
|Mr. and Mrs. John Alt of Medary-
{ ville,

| R

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Jul 1945: 1.

Sgt. ‘leyd Alt, son of Mr; and
Mrs. John Alt of the Medary-
ville vicinity, in the Army.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Feb 1943: 1.
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Twins Clyde and Clyle served in the Navy; Clyde's plane was shot down in the South Pacific, and
he survived for a time in the jungle before being rescued, and Clyle earned a Bronze Star.

Clyde Edward Lindesmith

Born: 10/31/1913

Entered: 4/18/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,PO3c
Medal: Purple Heart
Discharged: 12/27/1945?
Died: 1/19/2011

Spouse: Eloise Reynolds Lindesmith
Parents: Verna May Terry (Marvin Edward
"Ed"[deceased]) Lindesmith (Kirk) Pierce

Clyde Lindesmith, P.O, 3/¢, avia-
tion metalsmith in the Navy.
His wife was formerly Miss
Eloise Reynolds of Winamac,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Dec 1943: 1. k

21 Dec 2025
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Clyle Dennis Lindesmith

Born: 10/31/1913
Entered: 10/16/1940
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,F1/c
Medal: Bronze Star
Discharged:

Died: 7/31/1990

Spouse: Emeline Marie Brunk Lindasmith
Parents: Verna May Terry (Marvin Edward
"Ed"[deceased]) Lindesmith (Kirk) Pierce

Clyde Lindesmith, Petty Otfic-
er 3-¢, returned Wednesday af-
ter a 5-day leave from the Bunk-
er Hill Naval Base, in the home
of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Reynolds,
ecast of Winamac.

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 4 Feb 1944: 5.

g
i
| Clyle D. Lindesmith, F 1/¢, son
lof Mrs. Verna Plerce of Indinnay-
]olis. and a grandson of Mr. and
Mrs, J. K. Lindesmith of Wina-
-mace, has been awarded the Bronze
Star and the Philippines Libera-
tion ribbon, during his ten months’
service with the Navy in the Pa-
cific. His twin brother, Clyde E.
Lindesmith, A M. 1/¢, of Winamac,
has been in the Pacific region for
8ix months, and is stationed on the
| Admiralty Islands.

ey

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Jul 1945: 1.
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It's a Small World (War Il) for cousins James and Russ in France.

James Albertus Dilts Jr.

Born: 12/18/1919

Entered: 7/22/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USRC,15303687,PVT
Discharged: 5/7/1946

Died: 9/5/1998

Spouse: Mary Stuart Hayes Dilts

Parents: James Albertus and Mary Aurora
"Ora" Huddleston Dilts Sr.

Py
Lt. James A, Dilts Jr. and Capt.
Allen Dilts, cousins, recently met
in Paris. Lt Dilts, who is stationed
at Rheims, France, was in Paris on
Ebusincss. He was in a restaurant
iwhen Capt, Dilts came in and sat
down at the next-table. They plan
to spend some time togeéther if -it
| can be arranged. Lt Dilts is a son
of Mr, and Mrs. James A. Dilts Sr.
and Capt, Dilts is a son of Mr, and
Mrs. Russell Dilts, all of Winamac, |
R !

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Aug 1945: 1.
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Russell Allen "Allen" "Russ" Dilts Jr.

Born: 4/8/1917

Entered: 19417
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,CPT
Medal: Bronze Star
Discharged:

Died: 6/2/1970

Spouse: Mary Charlotte "Charlotte" Fritz
Dilts

Parents: Russell "Russ" Allen and Lenora
Mary Obright Dilts
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It’s a Small World (War Il) for brothers Richard and Elmer in France.

Richard Henry Knarr

Born: 10/29/1914

Entered: 2/3/1943

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35090723,CPL
Discharged:

Died: 4/6/2010

Spouse: Irene Evelyn Kintner Knarr
Parents: Harley Ellis and Hulda Elizabeth
Herrick Knarr

PFC Richard Knarr, in the infan--
try, son of Mr. and Mrs, Har
ley Knarr of the Winamace vi-
einity.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Jan 1944: 1.
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Elmer Wilson Knarr

Born: 11/23/1912

Entered: 3/8/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,15100206,SSGT
Discharged: 12/11/1945

Died: 4/8/1987

Parents: Harley Ellis and Hulda Elizabeth
Herrick Knarr

Pvt. Elmer Knarr, mechanic in
the Afir Corps, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Harley Knarr of the Win-
amac vicinity,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Jan 1943: 1.
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=

Two Winamae brothers, Cpl.
Richard Knarr and Sgt. Elmer‘
Knarr, met in France recently for
the first visit together in two-and-
a-hall years. They have since had
two other meetings, as their sta-
tions are about thirty miles apart.
Cpl. Richard is now at Soissons,
France, but informed his parents,!
Mr. and Mrs. Harley Knarr, that|
he expected to be in the States
soon before being sent to a new
front. i

Ra

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Jul 1945: 1.
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Francis James Roe

After a tour of the Panama Canal, Francis led a small detail that guarded around $1,000,000 in
paintings of the medical corps in action in European and Pacific war zones.

Born: 2/3/1918

Entered: 4/15/1941
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35176476,CPL
Discharged: 10/11/1945

Died: 12/25/1975

Parents: James Quincy and Edna Violet Baugh Roe

,!l In a letter received recently by
" Mr. and Mrs. James Roe from
_their son Francis, he stated that
“upon his arrival in Panama he was
“met at the dock by the Kruzick
- brothers, George and Clem, the
Jatter a recent arrival in the Canal
Zone. One other Winamaec boy,
¥ Claude Kopkey, is known to be
' in Panama. John R. Huff of Star|
City recently has been transferred
"to duty at Fort Richardson, Alas-
Fka, from Anchorage, Alaska, where,
- he has been stationed for se\'era_l|
months,

Francis Roe (Collection of DebraRoeRodriguez) -
ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/33868069/person/18546603274/me
dia/ddf093d0-891a-4338-9fcc-5f0cf689dbe0

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 22 Jan 1942: 1.
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WmamacMP Has '
Job of Cliarding -
Valuable Paintings

Since they read that the Army
soaked a soldier nearly $250 for
losing his jeep, two Second Service
Command MP’'s are sweating out

an assignment. which charged
them with responsibility for the|
safety of oil paintings valued by
experis from §500,000 to $1,000,000,

“I'l' be glad when somebody
takes these paintings out of here
so I can get some sleep nights,”
declared Cpl. Francis J. Roe of
Winamae, who is in ¢harge of the
| two-man detail guarding the paint-
!ings. His sidekick, Pvt. Harold E.
t Haas, just added.a “Me too."”

| job was soft compared to this as-

i Were painted in European and Pa.|

cific combat areas by leading ar-|
tists who were sent' overseas as
accredited correspondents by the
War Department. They show Army |
doctors, nurses and enlisted corps-
men in action' caring for the!
wounded on the battlefields and
right behind the front lines. '

Cpl. Roe, son of Mr. and Mrs.
James Roe of Winamace, saw duty
down in the Canal Zone, where
MP work gets preity rugged on
Saturday nights. But he says thal

signment. It didn't help him an:r!
when he learned that a leading!

| art expert had valued the paintings |

a8 “somewhere around si.ﬂnn,mm."!

“They tell me that pieture over
there is worth twenty-five thou-,
sand bucks and that it took the

| artlst nine months to paint it”
. Cpl. Roe gaid. “Now wouldn't 1 be

{ The paintings, which belong fo i # fine fix if that one ever got
' the Army Medical Department, are | 2W&Y from me and the Army nick-

i'being exhibited at Rockefeller Cen-
tter's International Building. Theﬂ

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Aug 1945: 2.
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ed me for twenty-five grand!”
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Harold Robert Staffeldt

On a furlough back home, Harold was called back to his base because his wife was ill, but sadly,
she died soon after.

After Harold’s discharge, he rose to be Pulaski County prosecutor, then Circuit Court judge. He
presided over the Ford Pinto trial. Three girls had died when their Ford Pinto exploded after
being hit from the rear. It was the first time that an automaker faced criminal rather than civil
charges in deaths resulting from a car crash. (Ford was acquitted of reckless homicide.)

Born: 3/6/1919

Entered: 6/29/1941
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35163178,PVT
Discharged: 11/17/1945

Died: 8/30/1981

Spouse: Ola Mae Williams Staffeldt[deceased]
Parents: William Carl Friedrich and Ida Christina Tack Staffeldt

S-Sgt. Harold Staffeldt left
Monday for his base in Pampa,
Texas, after spending a short fur-
lough at his home in Star City.
Sgt. Staffeldt was called back be-
cause of the illness of his wife. Mr.
and Mrs. William Staffeldt and
daughter Annabelle accompanied

him to Indianapolis.
Winamac (IN) Republican 23 Aug 1945: 1.

Harold Staffeldt (Collection of Daniel BON [patootie]) -
findagrave.com/memorial/35325200/harold-r-staffeldt#view-
photo=209869694
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Wife Of Star
City Sgt. Dies

Mr. and Mrs. William Staffeldt
:of the Star. City vicinity received’
‘word Wednesday night that their
 daughtersin-law, Mrs. Harold Staf-
| feldt, passed away =at a hospital|
“in Pampa, Texas, where S-Sgt.
| Staffeldt is stationed. '
. Thirty-five years of agg, death
ifﬂ“O\\'L‘(i a major operation, which
'she underwent a week ago.

j* Formerly Miss Ola Mae Williams
rof Baton Rouge, La., she was mar-
rried to S-Sgt. Staffeldt on Novem-
‘ber 26, 1942, at San Antonio,
!Texas. She had been employed
tas a beauty shop operator in/
| Pampa. '
! Survivors, besides the husband,
include her parents, Mr. and Mrs.
yJames Williams, sister Mrs. Mil-.
dred Watson, all of Baton Rouge;
Etwu brothers. . |

Funeral services will be held]
‘Saturday afternoon at the Pampa!
Presbyterian church, with the Rev. |
D. E. Nelson officiating. Mr. and
Mrs. Staffeldt left this morning for'!
Pampa. i
: 1

Winamac (IN) Republican 30 Aug 1945: 1.
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Staffeldt Says He Probably
Would Have Acquitted Ford

i UPI) — The | who presided aver the
Ford Pinto tHial says he iy would have acquitied
[Eord Motor Jo. of reckless homicide charges nnd the jury
been unable W reach a verdicl in the cuse.

Judge Harold R BIafTeidl told the Detroit Free Press he
had the power o enter an acquitlal since he delcrred a
decision on a[Ford motion for Joguittal before the case
went to the Pulaski County jury Monday.

Stalfeldt said Friday he could have ordered the No. 2
aulomaker acguiited even if the jury had returpned a
guilty verdict.

The jury deliberated for four days before finding(Ford
not guilty Thursday in the deaths of three young women
Killed in Lhe ey crash ol their 1973 Pigid on an Indiana
highway in 1978

Deliberations in the case dragged on inlo the eariv
hours Thursday, however, with jurars ol one poinl saying
they were hopelessly deadlocked. Attarneys in the case

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 16 Mar 1980: 1.

21 Dec 2025
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began to wonder whether s vardict would be forlheoming
‘our jurors favored conviclion when the panel ook ils
firs: vote Monday, the newspaper said.
"1 thought the verdict the jury brought in was [air."”
BlafTeli said. “I don't quarrel with their decision.”

The judge, bowever, said he belicved proseculors
presented enough evidence 50 the jury could have decided
the cage either way

Prosecutors argued| Ford knew its 1973 Pintos were
orone o explode in rear-end collisions but produced the
subcampacts anywey, neither repairing the cars or
warning the E

The No. 2 automaker deniad the allegations, saying Lhe
Finkd met all federal safety standards in effect al the
fime.

A background summary and a week-by-week highlight
of the historic trial can be found on PAGE 5.
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10 Weeks Of Courtroom Drama

Results In Acquittal Oif Ford
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ﬂmn stcond pervan who clnkmed lo have talked 16
lll-d}‘l chbl‘!oﬂ'!hﬂ!ll\ﬂ
Eikbari General sald Judy iold her
it I was struck bry the van,
e, final insbructions,
et sides presostod
and ihe ther
bincd

“Tenth Week — Closin g argurnent
deliperations and o el gailty verdict
meving a fog thear sides
-wnn-u %M st fi

Afer 2 mr-n‘arlluerum Morduy. mjummml
bame IoF Uie K recony wesdhy, spend the
eniire day debaling Ihﬂu-ulnml reaching & declsion. By
Wodnesday might. the jury holl- Judgo StallE hq.-‘:u
am Thursday, |m‘h"mm A unanimous decision —
nod guilty — therehy ending he MIIDP! I'll‘l trial of C
corporation (ot ¢riminal reckicssncss (n the demign of
product.

jurors that (o
il

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 16 Mar 1980: 5.

18 Jan 2026

Lyn Ulrich

Judy Ulrich

Pinto Verdict Reaction Mixed

\I‘ler - systems  and fewer
irial Hl'du 'n Iﬂ-'-ﬂl? fire deaths in the

widespread Thursday. um

While[FGf@ Molor Co. of  Cosenting sceepled
lickals eheered during m oofm- IMIW)\MIG “'bul we're
ﬁ” direcion  meel) in  alsappointed. of cotrso.

troit, in Waikingion (.C.  He sdded he believes un
consumer  advocale Halph Iru! npnn & mesmagn
Kader claimed the putiicsly Ehat *'all ﬂu

penerated by the 10 week trisl

muhu Ahey  make In
will benedit the consumer. rdw-\l

der said Ibe case will
fllil

cute corporstbons lur orimanal
ehaviar
And despite losing the long

court batle, Edkhart County appeinted
Prosecular Michael tmlmm vt the naiion’s ue-
wald Ahe result could be safer oed lorgesd sulomaker, suid

the verdict wirs @ vindicaten
of the and of the
mm“t“
b auls has boen “untairly

Howwver, Be roted the irial
and (e atleniion it lacased an
T corporate decilen making

process meaas Ehere musi be
mlrm the part of
ihvme who design and bulld

sisch devicoes as juel tank
bladders snd plastic lanks o
reduce the likelihood of fire.
(ribers were Dot 80 happy
wilh Lhe Jury’s deciion.
"Im m,-a-aumqm

Ulrich
o!u-ul..u-rm.um
and Lys. He wai upsel thal
the preseculion was barred
froam bntroducing much of the
ERARTHET rocucs evidens b wanbed bo present

“They colldn’l @et their story
alto  told, They couldn’t el Ueeir
evidence in "

Wlmnmulﬂr
vﬁ IHII!H dllrllll I.hl
of'E

o presentation.
sabely standards uwmnt:::nunuia:

wnder inveitigs the the porcent
are ! Mlnw ey Ry agadnat

! the e
dentry s experimented with  Fard]

WINAMAC, tnd, (UPL) — Thel iRl iriad is & goad
Fssue bn Lhe Town it daminated for 16 weeks. The new
bapie is thal ekl Hoosier perennlsl, hasketball.
'mwumumm’:‘lrr:: m;m\
itk Indinna
uu”i’t‘unul-r dilor of e weekly Pulaaki County
Journal. Purdue beal induana 76-68 Thursday uﬂim
an NCAA Mideast Regiomal semifinal game

Laxington, Ky
nmu men and (ive women Tharsday poon
Mador Co ineoeent of reckiess
mlem i the deaths of theee giris whose 1973 Pk
nﬁm:-lwxlm :

e awyers M‘l.‘ promplly hai hed
dirty cloihes into suilcases andl raced lof e Dearosl
@

l;wl::nlmlnlmpml siaped long enouigh 1o have
breakiasl Friday at Matilda's Cake scross the streel
iirom the Pulaskl County Couribouse. Then IIU,’.
orpn . Ieaving hllllr’i Mike Garigan -

3@ ||m— was hack in Pulaski Cireuit
I Whire ance

Life In Winamac Will Change Again;
Hordes Of Reporters, Lawyers Depart

wlum mm pnphpummmwuwrwm.
mmmluulnlmt i court
I.MI

1t st a4 b l-pmﬂm 1 think Fiard proved
thelr cabe, bl Use state dide't sulficiently prove their
case elther.” sakd Dan Tankersley. a local sliorney
whe served as a doput y prosecuter.

Tankersicy said the Indiana Legislalure noeds 1o
omee ue wilh gusdelines for Lrying corporaions
eriminal cases. The Pinid case was 1he nation's first
rial of an om eriminal ral Ehan civil

charges in & car-related death

“11*: hf o be uu' different around here. We'll
Illll‘ tairs,” Miller waid, The

wpslasirs af ile obd wood
wumhuh-uru.rmoﬂm

ke having company. It makes you sad when

M}’ﬂ aan&nuuuu lirﬂwbnqunﬂw

nunﬂnm.
A wonsan

dashed In during jury delibera:
e, BORTING -tllwlmlnmlﬂl it
seam in her (rouser beg Il do that, honey,"” Mire.
amd promplly repaired the small lear

Coart, hearing a boeil
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BY DAN LARSON
Sl Writer
WINAMAC - The ooy s empdy hes week
The hstorie trial of 1 Modor Company on criminal
| rechiessmess charges luwedcxpd - Pinls has ended

£
£
i
1%s
2
5

rnmw it appear aimest
¢t the fmal weens of testimeny during
| when I was crammed 1D nearly
! orneys, legal sssistacts. reporters.
sketeh ariials. spectators and exhibits, which inchided a
Mlmbﬂnmn -E, paster size tharts, photographs asd
mave
O Srch i 1 i, litnlp’ whten final arguments were made 'o
ke jury. Ibe courtroe. which has & sealing capacity of i
fiveed and 38 mgvable seais. was packed wilh an eslimated
100 persons. Bue cow everything is quiet and and U scaling
Zallery is empay
And whal was trae for the courtresm. helds for De
courthouse iselt
Geoe pow are Lhe trams of televison cameramen aed
audio techaicians (hot weuld block the main ceurthouse
fobby for hours waslen for 1% aliorneys In (he case 10 mabe
 bried s13tement
Also gone nre ikt lemparary itlephone facilities on e
cotartheuse L Eved (A [il0g paws reports in [araway ciths
and 'u..':..i alie mack-ups of the four olher 197] subcompact
Parl moved into the basement a8 a Cemparsion @

Dou Pialasks Circult Judge Harokd Stafieldl who presided
over (e Moweek legal batlle misc ail the attention and L
”mn andeven P nodoricly (e rial gererated?
don't erave thal type of thing. ™ he said.

Got Off To Bad Start

_ SiaMeld caid e may have gotten off 13 .2 bad start in the
ML Ilmmn«nnmnwh absceised

Juctgel % drew criticism foe some of his Fuling
and lor his courisoem manae ¢ during the trial. a3 hs
dentisl told him near the end of January the tooth. & lower
e melsr. was badly abecesstd and would reeuine
imemediate exiraction

But for the f fdmmmﬂlﬁrmlmmﬂkd
the infected oot - g the poison (hroaghoul my
system. " he said

With the pais frem the infected looth bethering Rim, be
may unmh«cwuh;r&ﬂolﬂ:ﬁﬂlunh-u

indecisive was by only ¥

toolE.

Toathache or mof. SEalfeld) vaid ne is not (he type of podge
1 i his court with am on kand e added that ke “may ad
have been 08 firm as [ should have,* with the atormeys in the
eame bt 1 fust can't e slern.

Overail, Bowever, Statfeidt sakd he has mo regrets about e
decisions. he made durieg (he histecic trial m which &
sever-man. five-womss jury edd [ Ford Modors l
rechdesaly Cevgming the 1973

The case arose frem a lraific accident Aug. 10, 1998
which (hree teenage @iis died when their[Pinid was struck
{rom behind and exploded in fames.

Mowecer, while there % a5 evidencr presented by the stae

u-«w

which could have justilicd a conviction, | said be
agreed with M‘m«mnlmm reached March i1
acler 35 hours of defiberat
Cnmimud On
Page 5

1945: Mopping Up — War Stories

Judge Staffeldt Leaving Pulaski
Courthouse During[Finta Triel

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 30 Mar 1980: 1.

21 Dec 2025
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Sunday, March 3, 198

Judge Reﬂecfs

Cenﬂnutd From Pege |
i Calls Coverage Fair

Despite many unfavorable accounts of him and bis trial
rulings tha! appeared in néwspapers and on television ncross
the country [Stafdh said be 1s not critical of the press

He said the coverage of (e trial was fur the most part fir
‘infd the snly thing thal upset him was when he was misguoted
In news slories

'Sum@ neted he received what he referred to a8 “hates

)

trom nut -ol-the-arca locations, following an article in a
nerthern Indiana paper

“The nowspaper article m| eourtroom remark 1o
delense allorney James N sald. and as a_result
he received scveral of the critical letters. he added.

When asked about the issues raised in the Pinfo case,
Staifeldt said the timing of the trial itsell may have been
prcmamre becayse Indizna law is not clear on the nature of
eriminal prosecution of a corporatinn.

“Kpeaking for himsel, Slalleldh s2id cases such as the Pinlg
trial should be kept “on the civil side of the docket,” ralher
than heard as crigunal trials
“Indiana law allows 3 jury o sward puntative damages 1o
an infured party for defective products In a civil produel
Hability case. “but if we wanl t0o prosecute them
tmanulfacturers: criminally, we're going to have to redefine
urterms,” he said

‘Although remaiaing cauwtious when answerlng questions
about the trial iself dac to the possitility of a proseculion
appeal on peints of law. Staffeldt did comment on some
npr 15 as he saw them,

Limiwec By Indictment

© The indictment handred down by the Elkhart 'Lnunu' Rrand

Jiry in late 1878 was badly wrilten from the stale's side,

Stalfeldt satd, because it was generally unciear and i -

specilied one particular car of the several milllon Pintos
made.

Because of the limited nature of the indictment. Sialfuld)
said he was fore o nce inlroduced by the
Prosecittor Michael Cosen! he 1v73[Pinld model, 1f the
charges had stated the Ulrich| Pimd- was anly ane of the
several milllon Pintos made between 1971-76, it would have
‘allowed him lo expand the scope of the trial, the judge sald.

_He added he was foroed fo block the prosecution from
shbwing crash test films il had acquired for two maln
reasons Firsi. ibe state did not produce a witness to the
Lrash tests who could have testificd as to how the (ilms were
rhade and second. the state did nol show the lests were
r.‘undue!cd with the specific intention & studying fuet system
integrity

On Pinto \Case...

Praros Trnumw .*1\:4"»'! -
Puloski Courthouse

Reporters Crowd Steps
Activity Slows Dewn

leng Triel Coverage

ord’§ accidenl reconstruction specialst. John Hab- :
&Emm Lesified 1o boch of thace poior s BESIESI noied, and- - ["Furd had mairiained throughoul the trial no auto made in

including full-size wvehicles, could have
L the i showed
.-,,::,?;w u'f"hf. trial ,.a:.;;t, damage done 1o the fvel a.lrhr.tnnd such an impact and nut leaked fuel,
"Lanks of several medel of autos, lhrl"mdirﬂduzc crash Lesl _\'fhen asked abhout two qcc.‘:sinns wlt!t he ruled against
Nims were shown to the jury Ford, including the admission of the initial government
State Lacked Expert nolification of [Ford of a possible defect lll 194 1-76 Pinlos and
- The judge akd he was concerned at the lime the $I1R ks eanviction pdpers concerning [Ford'§ vielation of the
ru:lud s case 'hal i had rol produced ils own accident €l 5 I—St—rﬁﬁ 3 [Ford was
Fircansbruclinn sp«:l A slalistical expert would have .l'dE!‘a] ean Air ac atic sald _since -
hoen allowed 1o tes in rebutial. the judge sald. but acquitted; thase poinls mast A B
Cosenting chose not 1o have the man take the stand, During the lnﬂ%cnmmw he may have been
Unsentin said he did nol want 1o confuse the Jiry with setling legal prec v allowing as evidence ir a criminal
dar!;nrnl. lla'_ill]jﬂf.‘ll.( :u ||:e. “."’ of the trial buil _sur{eldil trial records relating to a ﬁefeﬂdanlspt‘lurtnm'lcr,lnns_
speculited the expert's testimony might have Deen - agmit; he conviction papers into evidence went ta the
unfavarabile to the stale’s case., ; Staifol]

. “What it got down lo was the cause of the aceident,” the jury evidenily did wel pit avech waig hﬂ‘linh:mﬂ ik “t*
Juilge sald. “The testimony of tNancy! Fogo, (Levi) m" ancume:l
Wondzard and Habberstad showed the cause gi‘ ident  The judee also criticized Cosenting’s failure in fnlinw-us
was the erush of the van sad not the destign of | the more than 30 subpocnas he was ng to serve on h

. Fogo wnd Weodard both 1estificd they had ahheu with the faﬂklngollM " ::““ltll':ﬂ “a‘ Ronkig lo serve Igh-

idriver of thelPintd following the accdent and were told it haa
m_fnl ;;(nppgd m, it was struck from behind by the van, L ay have rm:a mistake o him (Cosentino) not Lo go
abberstad said that according to the amount of damage Up there in persor said of the Wayre County,

dbre 1o thePinio] the closing speed of the two vehictes was Mich:, subpoena hearing. Also when he was wrned down the

ic study of one of the FOUMEY.

redater tharn 54 rmph. first titne, Cosentino could nave atlempied to *y
subpoenas re-ssucd. possibly with more success,
said

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 30 Mar 1980: 5.

18 Jan 2026
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1945: Mopping Up — War Stories

Pulaski Judge Staffeldt Dies

WINAMAL - Furmeer Pulaski Circuil
Courl Judge Harold Hobert Startelal, &6z,
cied Sunday at 7:20 pm in Pulagki
Memaorial Hospatal

The [ormer judge. who gained na-
tionwide attention during the *Pinto
Trizl."” resided at 620 5. Riverside Dr. He
had been in failing health four months

Judge Staffeldt was born in Star Cily
o March 6. 1919, o Willlam and Ida
Tack Stalleldt, On Jumne 17, 1948, he was
married (o Helen Boss, who survives

When Statfcldl sat the bench during the
Pinta Trial in Febroary, 198, it was the
{rst tamé in America a corporation had
heen charped with reckless homicice,

A liselime resident of Pulasks Counly.
he was & member ol the. 51 Luke
Lutheran Church, the Kiwanis Club and
the Amerscan Legion.

A praduate of Indigna University and
Tulame University, he started his career
i lawe with the firm Staileld and Wilson
ing 1947, A World War I veleran, he was a
membet of the Indiana Judges Associa-
tbon and the Indlana State Bar Associa-

Towin. Do was an the Bourd of [Hpeclors @t
e Fust National Bankof Manterey.

Pulaski County Prossculor from 1950
to 1062, he was appointed Lo the Circuit
Court bench 4n 12°9, and in 1570 was
elected to the same position. He served in
that capacity until earifer this year when
he stepped down for health reasens. He
was a member of the Indiana Criminal
Justice Planping Agency from 1965 1o
1580 and he served on the Indiana Council
ol Juvenile and Family Courl Judges
from 1957 1o 1980

Surviving with the wie are wo sons,
Hoss, Penn State University, Pa.. and
Erie, Denver, Colo.: a sister, Annabelle
Wiseley, Logansport; and a Brother,
Charles, Downers Grove, 1

Services will be Thursday 3t 11 a.m. in
§1 Luke's Lutheran Church, 712 5

- Market 5t.. wilh Pastor John 8. Ricker
afficiating. Burial will be in the Winamac
Cemeléry.

Friends may call at lhe Fram
Moriuary after 2 p.m. Wednesday and
Thursday fram 10 L 11 am. ut the
church

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 31 Aug 1981: 1.

21 Dec 2025
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

It's a Small World (War Il) for cousins Wendell and John meeting in a Philippine harbor.

Wendell Marshall Henry

Born: 4/8/1922

Entered: 9/3/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,CS3c
Discharged:

Died: 4/11/2006

Spouse: Lela Mae Good Henry
Parents: Herschel Emerson and Edith
Margaret Bader Henry

18 Jan 2026

John Harley Bader

Born: 5/30/1911

Entered: 1/19/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,, T/SGT
Discharged:

Died: 12/14/1983

Parents: Chauncey and Gertrude Hoffman
Bader

PFC John H Bader, with the
tank destroyers. son of Mr,
and Mrs. Chauncey Bader of
Grand Rapids, Mich, former
residenis of Winamac.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Jul 1943: 1.
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1945: Mopping Up — War Stories

. >

Two cousins, Wendell Henry, C
B 8/c, and T/Sgt. John Bader, re-
cently enjoyed an unexpected vis-
it when their ships were in the
pawme harbor somewhere in the vi-
cinity of the Philippine Islands.
John knew the name of the boat
on which Wendell was stationed
#0 when his boat drew up next to

it he soon had permission to go]
aboard. They spent an hour or sol
visiting, but a storm prevented]
their meeting next day. Wendell
told of the meeting in a letter to
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Herschel
Henry of Winamac. John, a son
of Mr. and Mrs. Chauncéy UDader
of Grand Rapids, Mich, is in a
headquarters service company.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Aug 1945: 2.
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

It's a Small World (War Il) at a Bob Hope show for the troops in Rome, when Doc Halleck found
he was sitting next to Joe, also from Winamac.

Harold Jerome Halleck Joseph Jenkins "Joe" Huddleston
Born: 1/14/1903 Born: 7/21/1912
Entered: 6/1/19427 Entered: 6/30/1941
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,LTC Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,,COL
Discharged: Medal: Bronze Star
Died: 2/12/1986 Discharged: 7/31/1967
Died: 6/18/1994
Spouse: Bernice L. Carson Halleck Spouse: Dorothy Lois Hoesel Huddleston
Parents: Abraham and Lura Irene Luce Parents: William Shipman and Nona Mae
Halleck Jenkins Huddleston
.51

I
Two lieutenant colonels from!
‘Winamac recently met in Ger-
many, when Lt. Col. H. J. Halleck
went to a near-by Eighth Air Force
post to see the Bob Hope show.
"There he discovered he had sat
down next to Lt. Col. Joseph J.
Huddleston,

I ma !

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Aug 1945: 1.
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1945: Mopping Up — War Stories

Charles William Garling

Charles was on a 50-caliber "ack ack" crew defending the airstrip at Sinth, Burma, and getting
his first taste of combat in a night attack, thereby winning faint praise from Tokyo Rose.

Born: 6/10/1923

Entered: 2/12/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35092563,CPL
Discharged: 11/29/1945?

Died: 6/17/2015

Parents: Harry Frederick and Pearl C. Linback Garling

Pfe. | Sinthe airstrip.  Pvt. Gilbert H.

Charles Garling, son of Mr. and Miller of Hagerstown, is with

Mrs. Harry Garling of Winamac |Garling. Thesé men had their

“at right,-is shown with a 50 anl.‘ﬁrs( taste of combat recently

|anti-aircraft gun guarding the when a Jap plane made a night
attack on the -strip.

Winamac.(IN).Republican 3 May 1945: 1.

21 Dec 2025

Winamac Soldier
Travels from
India to Burma

troops +into Rangoon, Cpl. Charles
Garling, son of Mr. and Mrs. Har-
iry Garling of Winamae, is a mem-
| ber of a 10th Air Force anti-air-
craft gun crew. This unit recently
completed a 780-mile, 186-day trek
{from Assam, India, .to the tip of
| Burma. The gun:crew protected!
| vital air supply routes used by the
ladvancing British 14th Army.

(tery began their long journey to
‘Rnngoou by being towed in four-
{teen glider sorties from a base
‘at Assam to Yazagya, Burma. It
‘was the first glider meévement of
(an anti-pireraft battery in the In-
‘din-Burma theater and it was sue-
{cessful despite the fact that Jap
tbomhm‘s were blasting an airstrip
| within gight of the rice paddy

Moving with the first American ‘

{ idred men.
| The men of the anti-aireraft bat- ek

where the gliders landed,

As the Allies advanced, the unit!
moved up, and at Sinthe, Burma,
‘took up double duties—performing
an antiaireraft role by day and
turning infantrymen by night to
[right off Jap attacks. Tt was at
Meiktila, an important supply and
| communications center, that the
(battery saw the most action.

Under fire for cleven straight
days, the detachment “earned the
| reluctant praise of Tokyo Rose,
‘who broadeast: “Nipponese troops
lwere unable to retake Meiktila be-
Tcause of strong American forces
approximating ' a division.” The
tonly “American forces” there, it
cean now be revealed, was the tiny
Jdetachment  of  anti-airveraft  gun-
ners, numbering less than a hun-

While protecting an aigstrip in

central DBurma, they encountered
sixly Ameriean prisoners of war
who had walked, sixty-seven miles
from their stockade in Rangoon.
| They were led, housed and clothed
by the first Americans they had
seen in more than two years.
As a climax, the battle-weary
Junit. was among the first tropps
|to enter historic Rangoon. (Special
to The Democrat from Headquar-
|ters, 10th Air Force.)

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 26 Jul 1945: 2.
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Winamac

Man In Liberated Rangoon

l
|
|
|
|
|
|

= \ . e )
These six Hoosiers in liberated The men of the anti-nireraft 1 banzai

drove back fann
angoon are members of a 10th battery begun their long journcy charges. Under fire for 11
fore« nireraft  battery | to Rangoon when they were towed straight days, the gunners earned

which partic il

ed in the centralijn 14
They are: Left «

glider sor

nued on

the reluctant praise of Tokyo Rose
who broadcast “Nippinese troops

from n base
ra

Burma campaign.

to Pet. A L. Sacimore | MAN IN RANGOON were unable to retake Meiktila be-

h Pfe. Donald G. Mal- (Continued from Page 1) cause of strong American forces
| lon Pie. Delb Shipley of in* Assam, India, to Yazagyo, appreximating a division.”” The
‘\lmu; n City; Pfe. Burma. It was the first glider only “American forces” there, it

movement of an anti-aircraft bat-
tery in the India-Burma theater

can now be revealed, was the tiny

| en of Knox; Cpl. €
x. . detachment of 10th air force anti-

» tac

L and it was suceessful despite the gireraft gunners, numbering less
(Cour mbers were blast- than 100 me

uarters 10th Air Force in rip within sight of the  After Meiktila was finally se-

A Wihkabinil paddy where the gliders cured by the allies, the battery

. landed moved deeper into central Burma,

s Im[w)‘l s By special of the providing mobile anti-aircraft de-

| lowing 186-day 14th army . the fence for vulnerable British truck

Ereos to the tip of American unit flew the fir ars conv While protdeting an

| 2ty kst a1 1d Stripes in Central Burma. airstrip at Payagi, they encoun-

4 gun At Sinthe, Burma, the unit took tered 60 American pyi of

Oth Air Force anti-aireraft

proteeted vital supply forming

and turn-

up double duties, |
anti-aireraft role t

e ing infantrymen by night to fight

Charles W p attacks. But it was Meik-

Mee and Mrs an important communications

rling of Wid _and supply center, that units of
Michigan the battery saw the most action.

Mallon, of .
( t Dug in on the airstrip with rifl

phens o
and bazooka

hine g

n City N eve
gunner, clerk and cook in the

of small detachment withstood artil-
Szimore of Mishawaka lery, mortar and rifle fire, and

Winamac (IN) Republican 9 Aug 1945: 1&6.

18 Jan 2026

, unit was

¢y Lo

war who had walked 67 miles from
their stockade in Rangoon. They
were fed, clothed and housed by
the first Am « they had seen
in more tha

Az a climax
matie carecr,

to an already cli-
the battle-weary
among the first troops
enter historic Rangoon

©2026, Jim Phillips

Page 230 of 256



1945: Mopping Up — War Stories

Albin Francis Shank

It's a Small World (War 1) when cousins Ralph met Alvin at the USO canteen doorway in
California.

Albin earned his Bronze Star and a field commission after he used his assault gun to drive the
enemy from a bridge they were preparing for demolition. On a later occasion, he and another
officer captured 123 with only one shot fired.

Born: 2/19/1917

Entered: 5/12/1941
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35160042,2LT
Medal: Bronze Star

Discharged:

Died: 5/18/2006

Parents: Bernard "Barney" Frank (Caroline "Carrie" E. Gilsinger[deceased]) Shank

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Miller re-
ceived a telephone call on Christ-
‘mas day from their son, Staff
Sgt. Ralph Miller, who is in Cal-
ifornia stating that while on leave
over the week end he had gone
to Los Angeles and as he started
to go in a:canteen door, met a
~cousin, Alvin Shank. They were
both greatly surprised as they
did not know they were stationed
at the same camp.

Winamac (IN) Republican 31 Dec 1942: 8.

Sgt. A bln Shank, fnuthe armored.'

divigion, son of Barney Shuuk
of Hulaski.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Jan 1943: 1.
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Fourteen Cousins in
Nation’s Armed Forces

Song and daughters of the late

with their families, comprise a
group having intense interest in
the war. No less than fourteen
cousins are to be counted as mem-
bers of the armed forees. In the
list are Max, Basil and Paul Gil

Gilsinger; John, Carl and Albin
Shank, sons of Barney Shank
(one of whom, John, has been re-
ported missing in action); Byron,
Richard and Ray Winter, sons- of
Mr. and Mrs. M. L. Winter; Vin-
cent and Robert Shank, sons of Mr,
and Mrs. John Shank: Ralph and
Harry Miller, sons of Mr, and Mrs,
Frank_Miller, all of Pulaski or Win-
amac; Willilam Falvey, son of Mr,
and Mrs, James P. Falvey of Knox.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Mar 1943: 1.

18 Jan 2026

Frank Gilsinger of Pulaski, along!

singer, sons of Mr. and Mrs. J. P.,

©2026, Jim Phillips

Pulaski Sergeant Is
Awarded Bronze Star for
Meritorious Service

S/S8gt. Albin F. Shank of Pa-
laski, has been cited for meritori-
ous service in combat in France
pdnd awarded the Bronze Star. As
i reported to The Democrat by
E_Fourth Armnmored Division Head-
. quariers, the citation reads in
‘part: “On the morning of August
;31 1944, ai Ligne, Fld'ﬂ(‘P S/Sgt.
I Shank was responsible for placing
.Iire 4n the enemy with such ac-
, curacy with -his assault -gun that
'he drove the enemy from the
Srdge whirth they were_preparing
. demolition, thus saving the fol-
Irlm-.ing (‘10!110]!1‘1 time and casual-
I'ties.

The youpg man is pl.ltonn ser-
geant in ‘a mechanized mv.thy
‘reconnaissance squadron. A grad-
juate of Pulaski high school, he
"entered the Army in May of 1941,

Cpl. Carl Shank, another son of
Barney Shank, is now home on
three weeks' furlough. He recent-
Iy retuyned to the states after two
years in the. Mediterranean: thea-
ter, ;

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Nov 1944: 1.
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Two Receive
Commissions

In the Field

Robert Strasser and
Albin Shank Become
Second Lieutenants

Two men from Pulaski county, |
now in the hllropenn l.henler have
been cor
ants in the field. They are Rob-
ert Strasser, formerly a master ger-
geant, and Albin F. Shank, form-
erly a staff sergeant. The word
reacfied tifeir parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Oscar Strasser of Winamae and
Barney Shank of Pulaski, the lnt-
ter, part of last week,

County Men Are
Members of Hard
Fighting Division

Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Pugh re-
cefved a letter this week from
their son, T/Sgt. Arthur Pugh, in
whieh he enclosed a copy of the
war record of the Fourth Armor-
ed Division, ineluding T/Sgt. Pugh,
Lt. Albin# Shank, S/Sgt. Ralph

S/8gt. Philip Brucker. The last
two named have suffered wounds
and Sgt. Brucker is now in the
hospital at Fort Benjamin Harri-
son.

The War Dapartment disclosed
that the Fourth Division speap-
headed the 3rd Army advance
across KFrance. After landing In
Normandy on D-Day, it went on to
cut off Brittany peninsula and was |
identified with the hardest rlnhb
ing in the liberation of -France.

Miller, T/5 Ernest Clouser and.

1945: Mopping Up — War Stories

Lt. -Strasser entered service in
February of 1941 and was placed
iin the signal corps. He was with
some of the first U. 8. troops to
go overseas, serving in the African
and Italian campaigns. He has
two brothers in service, Richard in
the Navy.and Wayne in the Army.

Lt. Shank also entered the Army
before the U. S. was in the war,
in May 1941, and was sent over-
seas nearly a year. ago. A grad-

luate of the Pulaski high school,

he is with a mechanized cavalry
squadron and recently received the
Bronze Star. A brother, Carl, is

Inow home on furlough after nearly

twa years in foreign service, and
another brother, John, was reported
missing after the fall of the Phil

ippines, i

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Nov 1944: 1.

. The division was eredited with
smashing 400 enemy tanks, 140
large artillery pieces, 1500 miscel-
laneous vehicles, and taking 15,000
prisoners, all at relatively low
l(l itself. It destroyed the

T7th, 91st, 243rd infantry di-
\me the G6th paratroop division
and the 281st eavalny battalion,
The Germans regarded the men of
the Fourth Armored as “Super-
men."”

The reaction of a German .Col-
onel of shock troops is typical. The
Nazi officer, captured by the
Fourth, said, “Having been a com-
mander of army units in Russia,
I must admit that the American
troops are not only equipped with
the best material, but what strikes
me especially is the exeellance of
m;nnizntlon under which these
men now function. T would be
pleased to know the commander of
this division.”

The Gergrans described the Fourth
as the Aferican Elite Fourth Ar-
mored Division and Fourth Pan-
zer, and ecalled the men “ruthless
fighters. The unit, commanded by
Maj. Gen. John 8. Wood. served as
part of Lt. Gen. George S. Patton’s
Third Army.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Nov 1944: 1.
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Of Capturmg
123 Germans

Bnrney Shank of Pnlaskl re-'
ceived an lnterenuug le!ter Mon-
day from his Son, Lt. Albin Shank,
parts of which follow. Lt. Shank
is with Gen. Patton’s 'rmm Army
tanks. ‘

Mar. 28:
Germany|
Dear Dad: A

Would liked to have wrltt'an
gooner, but I was just too busy.|
Suppose you have noticed what
we have been doing lately. WeM,
Dad, I havé got my share of thonq
guys. A cnpmm and myself went
into a town one day and walked
right down the main street ‘like
we owned the joint. On the’ way

one shot Fired. I had to fire that
one to convince six Krauts to get
out of a house. It's a good thkin
they moved then or they wouldng
have been able to walk. That isn’t
a bad haul for two men.

bﬁlter Tells,

frting ready . to eat dinner.
11 poked my ‘zun in their faces, one
'l jumped up and hollered "Kmn&
‘| rad.” The ‘others just sat there
f with their fouths open. I motion-
| ed - for them to;p? out of. the

One place it was kind of funny.4
I walked into this house and there
sat six Krauts at a table, jubt get-
‘When

house. They wanted to stay and
eat. I stomped and yelled and mo-
tioned for them' to get out. Then
the pay off came. One guy had
the guts enough to ask me to° slt
down and eat with them. Boy,|
lhere is where I got mad. ['fired,
a, shot right under the table and
through ‘the floor and boy, . those
Krauts really got out .of there,
where they joined the Captain. I

‘searched the room for gur cand

out, we*ﬁ? 123 prisoners and only g

Iouné six 'pistqla and i
They- dldnt have a uhunn o
them; ‘though,
Wall. Dad, I don't thln thu
wlll _last long now. - It renlly o
‘good to me. I could gell you,
news hq,n ‘censorship ‘forbida.
, you will get it over: the radi
beror& :h’ﬂl Tetter l&t! to. :
WHhitéver you have read about my.
division ‘and heard’ geer the g
is trite, because I've been right
therq‘ 1t was. pretty rough “af
[times,;' but that's war. 3
Hope this finds you all well
hapm‘. " 5

ALBIN,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 May 1945: 2.

©2025, Jim Phillips

Page 233 of 256




Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Alvin Benavill "Snooky" Zellers

"Snooky" earned his Soldier’s Medal when he and his three-person unit “... with complete
disregard for their personal safety, they heroically save[d] from loss valuable and irreplaceable
equipment which was in danger of being destroyed as result of a gasoline fire.”

Born: 7/31/1918

Entered: 3/23/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35138517,PVT
Medal: Soldier's Medal

Discharged: 2/4/1946

Died: 3/2/1970

Parents: Harvey "Harve" and Hazel Minerva Quilhot Zellers

}rWinamac Soldier Receives Award |
India |

-

;For Braverg at Station in

able equipment which was in dang-
er of being destroyed as result of
a gasoline fire.”

PFC Zellera, who has been over-

' PFC Alvin B. Zellers, son o[‘
Harve Zellers of Winamac, who is
serving in the Army Air Forces in
India, has been ““'"‘r'l_"d the Sol- seas since May, 1944, also has re-
dier's Medal for heroism. He 18| ;oived two battle participation
shown above on the left recelving| giars. He §s a driver in the trans-
the congratulations of his com- portation section of his squadron,
manding officer, Maj. John M.| which has been commended by Lt.
Hubers. Gen. George E. Stratemeyer for

Similar medals were presented| “outstanding performance of duty
to three others in PFC Zellers' unit, | under more than hazardous condi-
the 24th Combat Mapping Squad-| tions of battle.” PFC Zellers en-
ron, the citation stating that “with | tered military service March 24,
complete disregard for their person-| 1943. (Speclal to The Democrat
al safety, they heroleally saved|from public relations, CBI theater.)
from loss valuable and irreplace-

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Sep 1945: 1.
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Sep 1943: 1.

18 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips Page 234 of 256



1945: Mopping Up — War Stories

Barney Alden Tucker

Barney earned his Bronze Star by standing when under fire and exhorting his troops to rally

them to greater effort in the attack on Hill 500.

Born: 10/15/1915
Entered: 7/15/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35127275,MJR

Medal: Bronze Star
Discharged:
Died: 3/22/1979

Spouse: Shirley June Keplar Tucker

Parents: Gilbert Bruce and Mattie Belle Ottinger Tucker

| Maj. Barney A. Tucker, hus-
band of Mrs. Shirley J. Tucker of
| Winamace, was awarded the Bronze
{ Star medal and two combat stars

for action against the enemy at
] (Continued on page 8)

(Continued from Page 1)

?]:nu;_rnin\'illv. British Solomon Isl-

| ands, and on New Guinea, accord-
fing to a report this week. Maj.

|
|
\

Maj. Barney Tucker
Tucker is in the infantry. He is a
gon of Mr. and Mrs. G. B. Tucker
.of Greenville, Tenn.

Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Sep 1945: 1&8.
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Maj. Barney A.

Tucker, battalion!

' executive officer of the 593rd Fleld

Artillery, is the

possessor of the,

i Bronze Star Medal, an official’
| commendation and two combat!
Jatars. for action against the cnemy |
|

at Bougainville,

Island and on New Guinea. His |
| Wwile, the former Miss Shirley Kep-
;Iar, lives in the Winamac vicinity. |

British Solomons |

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Aug 1945: 2.

{.» Battalion Exeeutive Officer of |
! the 593d Field Artillery Battalion,
Maj. Barney A. Tucker, Is the pos-
; sessor of the Bronze Star Medal,
an official commendation, and {wo
| combat stars, for action against
the enemy at Bougainville, British
Solomons  Islan and on New
Guinea. He is a son of Mr. and
Mrs. G. B. Tucker of Greenville,
Tenn., and his wife is the former
Miss Keplar of Winamac,

Maj. Tucker received the Bronze
Star Medal for outstanding actlon
with the infantry during the Bou-
gainville campaign, more than JL‘
year ago. The citation reads in
{ part, “Maj. Tucker, (then captain)
acting wrtillery observer and
liaison o r an artiller
talion, displayed unusual
ship and courage when, dux
attack on Hill 50 8 11
vicinity of the observation post
were pinned down by enemy ma<

chine gun and rifle [firer Maj,
| Tucker stood up amidst the fire
| Ing, exposing himsell to enemy
fire, rallied the troops by exhort-
ing them to greater effort results
Ing in the re
| tack and taking of the obj
{'His historic and courageous u i
assisted materially in the success-

| €. Soon after completion of b

ful assault aid occupation of the

‘objective. As the attack proceeds
"ed, Maj. Tucker resumed his duty

as artillery observer, planned and
plotied artillery conc itions nt
strategic points of enemy approach
for the protection of our Lroops,
and newly won positions.”

Wife Lives in Winamac.

Maj. 'i'm‘lu-r, was inducted as 2

| private in July, 1941, at Fort

Thomas, Ky., . and received his
basie ‘training at Fort Bragg, N,

Lraining, he was selected to d
the fleld artillery officers’ candi-
date school at Fort Sill, OKWE;
where he was commisaloned as
second lieutenant in April, 1942,

& | Immediately after graduation he
"‘jjnim-\l the newly organized 93d

Infantry Division at Fort Huachu-
ca, Ariz.

Maj. Tucker AR te «
University Teanessee,
he was prominent in school :

ties. At the time of hig induction
into the Army, he was on the staff
of the Knoxville Fertilizer Co. He
has one child, Alice Ann Tucker,

*two years old. She and Mrs,
©«  Tucker now live at Winamac.

(Special to The Democrat from
93d" Division on Morotai).

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Sep 1945: 1.
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Donald Fay Wilson

Donald earned his Bronze Star when he “... personally formed and trained a regimental casualty

”

reporting section....”.

Born: 1/16/1913

Entered: 1/17/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: ,USA,20529909 or W904035,CWO
Medal: Bronze Star

Discharged: 3/31/1947

Died: 8/23/1959

Spouse: Billie Odeene James Wilson
Parents: Alfred Tip and Anna Lola Cupp Wilson

1

Chief Warrant Officer Donald F.
Wilson of Denham has been award-
ed the Bronze Star Medal for meri-
torious avchievement in connection
with military operations on Luzon
and Legto for the first six months
of this year. The citation reads:
“During the preparatory phases of
a combat operation upon which his
regiment was about to enter, War-
rant Officer Wilson personally
formed and trained a regimental
casualty reporting section and also
trained ‘battalion and company
personnel in this important phase
of administration.” It stated also
that he served as officer in charge
of .the regimental postal unit and
was -instrumental in speeding the
delivery of mail. Overseas twenty
months, Mr. Wilson wears {he
Asiatie-Pacific ribbon with three
combat stars, Combat Infantry
Badge, American Defense, Philip
pine Liberation gibbon with one

—

Cmﬂf Warrant Officer Donald F. star., Mrs. Wilson is the former
Willon, 'tltlonod in the Pa- Miss Billie James, and. lives in

' Denham.
ne = I

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 20 Sep 1945: 1.
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William Henry “Bill” Dodt

Bill earned his Bronze Star when “in disregard of his own life, [he] rushed into an ammunition
dump which had been set afire by the Japs, and backed out his truck, saving vital equipment”.

Born: 4/16/1925

Entered:

Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,,CPL
Medal: Bronze Star
Discharged:

Died: 3/12/2013

Parents: Helen Artalene Brew (Cecil L.) Dodt (Frank Albert[deceased]) Yount

ra |
Marine Cpl. William H. Dodt,
{ son of Mrs. Frank Yount of Green-
| ville, Ohio, and a graduate of the
| Pulaski high school, has been
| awarded a4 Bronze Star medal, the
! citation stating “that in disregard
of his own life he rushed into an
ammunition dump which had been
get afire by the Japs, and backed
out his truek, saving vital equip-
ment which later helped to do
great damage to the enemy.” CpL
Dodt, wounded by a sniper’'s bullet
on Iwo Jima, is now stationed at
Camp Peary, Va.

[

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Sep 1945: 1.

|
{
|

"» SIS ; . e B
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Oct 1943: 1.
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Franklin John “Frank” Paulsen

Just after V-J Day, Frank steered the USS North Carolina battleship into Tokyo Bay.

Born: 12/15/1924
Entered: 3/1/19427
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,S1c
Discharged:

Died: 6/6/2011

Parents: Amelia Elizabeth Kalina (Frederick Christian[deceased]) Paulsen

Baﬂ'\eshlp Into

When the U.S.S. North Carolina
steamed into ‘I‘ok)o bay with the
American fleet, Franklin Paulsen,
Q.M. 2/c, of Winamac was at the
helm, he informed his mother,
Mrs. Amelia Paulsen of Winamae,
in a letter she received Tuesday.

In relating the experience, which
occurred September 5, he said: “I
certainly am tired tonight but quite
happy for the fact that we are
i riding at anchor once more. For
¢ 8ixty-nine days we rampaged up
and down the coast of Japan
through storms and what not, and
now we've finally dropped the hook
—in Tokyo bay. One thing I can
say, I was the first man on this
ship to steer it into Tokyo bay.

“It took about three and a half
hours to come up the channel and
with tricky current I had to put
up with I was pretty well worn
out by the time we anchored. We
don’t intend to stay long though,

for Okinawa and from there to
Pearl Harbor and the States.”
The young Naval man, who will
not reach his majority until next
December 15, was an honor stu-
dent in the 1942 graduating class
of the Winamac high school and
was prominent in high school ath-
Jetiecs, starring on the basketball
Jeam. He was inducted into the
Navy in March, 1942, and entered
service at the close of school.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 20 Sep 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026

Winamac Lad Steers U. S.

Tok\jo Bag

B i

FRANKLIN PAULSEN QM. 2/C

as I think we're leaving tomorrowse

|
i
18, 1941, and has served m‘rPo}
years and seven months overseas;
—at Ascension Island.. Belgian!
Congo, French West Alrica, l-Ing-‘
land and France. He went into‘
Normandy three days after the|
invasion. A member oi a medical!
detachment of the combat engin-|
eers, he wears the ETO ribbon
with two campaign stars, an in-
vasion assault arrowhead and pre-
Pearl Harbor ribbon.

©2026, Jim Phillips
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Robert Dale Kinney

Because of International Dateline crossings, Robert, on a ship in the Pacific, missed V-E Day, V-J
Day, as well as the Fourth of July, although he enjoyed two Easters.

Born: 6/25/1917
Entered: 5/1/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USN,20270337,LTjg

Discharged: 1945
Died: 3/21/2005

Spouse: Virgie Marie Grile Kinney

Parents: Lyman Abel and Mathilda Willhelmina "Tilly" Traster Kinney

Winamac Navy Man

Still At War;

International Dateline
Beats Him Out of
V-E, V-] Days.

Lt. Robert D. ™Kinney, son of
| Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Kinney of Win-
i:unu-, gerving on .the USS Pick-
| away, an attack transport, is still
| technieally at war with Germany
and Japan. He had no V-E day and
no V-J day. {

Last May when- Germany surren-|
dered, the Pickaway was west- |
{ bound in mid-Pacific. On May 8
ghe wag crossing the international )
! dateline, and V-E day was skipped.!
| That seemed noteworthy to thg!
men on the transport. But on the|
| day the Japs signed in Tokyo Bay,!
the Pickaway again was crossing!
the international dateline and V-J|
day was missed.

This story of scrambled holidays |
is an old one for these men. In|
the comrse of 50,000 miles of Pa-|
citie travel this year, they missed |
not ¢nly V-E and V-J day, but the
Fourth of July as well, and enjoy-;
:r:i two Easters. They are dubious-
|ly looking . toward Tl1a11kﬂgiving|
| and Christmas. (Special to The |
| Demoerat from Fleet Home Town
| News Center.) : i

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Oct 1945: 1.
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Lt. Robert D. Kinney of Wina-
mac is serving aboard the USS
Pickaway, an attack transport
which because it was crossing the'
international dateline, skipped V-
E day and again crossed the linc
on V-J day so the boat is still
technically at war with Germany
and Japan, according to a navy
dispatch.

Winamac (IN) Republican 11 Oct 1945: 1.
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Clement George Shorter

Clement earned his Bronze Star "perform[ing] his duties as battalion sergeant major in a highly

meritorious manner".

Born: 10/9/1918

Entered: 2/19/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35259752,M/SGT
Medal: Bronze Star

Discharged: 12/20/1945?

Died: 2/25/2002

Parents: Lucy Bowers (George[deceased]) Shorter

Cpl. Clement Shorter, #on of
Mrs. Lucy Shorter of Wina-
mac, personnel clerk in the sig-
nat corps,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Nov 1942: 1.

M/Sgt. Clement G. Shorter, ssonE
of Mrs. Lucy Shorter of Winamac,i
has been awarded the Bronze Star:
Medal. It is given, according to the|
citation, '"for meritorious servicei
in connection with military opera-!
tions against an enemy during the'
period December 9, 1944, to Mayf
8, 1945. During this period M/Sgt. ]
Shorter performed his duties as’
batialion sergeant major in a high-!
ly meritorious manner. By hisj
diligen: efforts and faithful devo-|
tion to duvy he contributed ma-|
terially to the administration of!
the battalion during its combat.
operations.” Sgt. Shorter is now:
in France. i

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Oct 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips Page 240 of 256



1945: Mopping Up — War Stories

Wilbert Henry "Wilbur" Rausch

One morning, Mother Rausch called out to her son, Ed, if he’d be home for dinner, but another
voice answered, “I'll be home for dinner.”; it was her son, Wilbert, who arrived very early that
morning and went to sleep in the spare room without waking his folks or three brothers.

Born: 11/19/1919

Entered: 2/16/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35258479,T/SGT
Medal: Air Medal

Discharged:

Died: 6/28/1970

Parents: Mary Frances Anna Becker (John "Casper"[deceased]) Rausch

\Mother Surprised to

IFinc] Soldier Son
;’At Home--In Bed

| Vidle preparing breakfast st

¢ Thursday morning, M: John
i Ravsel  of  FPranklh tovenship
»ocalled to her zon Fd to ask if he
|

wanted a nneh 1o take with him
| to another farm whieh he works,
[ or whether he would be home
v for dinner
[ “I'N e home for dinner. re
{ plied 2 voice from the next

¢ YO0 The voiee was not Fd'

a8,

The mother opened the door to
see who haud answer ],

| Theére, comfortably in hed, lay

hep son, S/S8gt, Wilbert Rausch.

| unexpectedly at home on

!Inug": after  having  completed
i over fifty missions us a gunner
E on a bomber in the European
! theater. He had not told the
! folks he was coming. Instead he
{ hitched-hiked na night ride

| state road 35 and walked two
|

|

|

I

|

|

miles to the family home. There
without disturbing mother op
brothers FEd, Dan or George. he

Sgt. Wilbert H. Rausch, son of
Mrs. John Rausch of Franklin
township, instructor in aerial | room

|

quietly went to bed in the spare

gunnery S/Sgt. Rausch admits ral
narrow escapes in some of hig

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Jan 1944: 1. [ikiess i .l i | :
missions, even to batling out or

i damaged planes, but  has  re

I eelved no injurie:

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 31 May 1945: 1.
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Ray Edward Haschel

Ray earned his Presidential Unit Citation when "[o]ut of his company of 250 men, which went
into the Hill 510 6-day battle at Bastogne, only 18 returned."

Born: 6/28/1924

Entered: 7/6/1944
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,

Medal: Presidential Unit Citation
Discharged: 4/14/1946

Died: 10/28/1998

Parents: William Henry and Ida Priscella Reinholt Haschel

Mr. and Mrs. William Haschel
of near Winamac received word}
this week that their son, Pfc. Ray
E. Haschel, was recently awarded
the presidential citation for hero-’
ism in action at Bastogne. Pfc.
Haschel is now stationed at Camp
Swift, Texas. He was overseas
8 months and has been in service
15 months. Out of his company
of 250 men which went into the
Hill 510 battle at Bastogne only
18 returned.
Winamac (IN) Republican 11 Nov 1345: 1. ‘

18 Jan 2026
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‘ PFC Ray E. Haschel, son of Mr.
‘and Mrs. Willijam Haschel of the
‘Winamac vicinity, has been award-
'ed the Presidential Citation. 1In
'telling his parents of the honor
PFC Haschel wrote: |

“I 'got a pleasant surprise this
'morning when the company com-
'mander called my name and said,
Fraont and Center. I went forward
wondering what I had done now
and he said: .

“‘I now present you with the.
' Presidential Citation which was’
awarded for heroism in action be-
tween the dates of January 5 and
11 in the bloody battle of Bastogne
on famous Hill 510 So I will now
wear the blue medal with a gold
frame on my right side.”

PFC Haschel has three battle
stars which he won in action
against®the Germans and was with
the troops which liberated Amer-
icans and Allied troops from a con-
centration camp. He has now been
transferred to Camp Swift, Texas,

X Ra _

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Oct 1945: 2.
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It’s All in the Family for the John and Joseph Layman.

With nearly 30 years of service in World War | already under his belt, including a Silver Star,
John reenters at 63. His baby brother, Joseph, retired from the Marines in 1939 after 30 years

of service.
John Rufus Layman

Born: 10/19/1882

Entered: 10/16/1945
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,2387209,MSGT
Medal: Silver Star (WWI)

Discharged: 4/30/1946

Died: 5/15/1961

Parents: James McBeth and Emeline "Emily
Stanfield[both deceased] Layman

John Layman (Collection of BConrad748) - ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/3595249/person/-
1712720963/media/6f49b9e8-5185-40fc-9eb8-a31486fdd72e

21 Dec 2025
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Joseph McBeth Layman

Born: 1/9/1885

Entered: 19097
Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,,15tSGT
Discharged: 1939

Died: 5/6/1945

Parents: James McBeth and Emeline "Emily"
Stanfield[both deceased] Layman

Joseph Layman (Collection of BConrad748) -
ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/3595249/person/-
1712720961/media/a31fa02e-bd2b-42fe-917b-fd1c187880d3
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Sergeant in
Army 26 Years
Re-Enlists at 63

M/Sgt. John R. Layman, while
visiting a few days ago in the home
of his sister, Mrs. Aletha Brnmblei
of Beaver township, announced
that he planned to re-enlist in the
Army, in which he has served for
twenty-six years and from which
he recently received a discharge.

‘Although sixty-three years of
age, he stated that he is still eli-
gible for re-enlistment and be-
lieves he can retain his master
gergeant's rank. By completing
thirty years' service he will be
entitled to retirement on a pension
of 3155 per month,

Mr. Layman grew to manhood
near the south line of Pulaski
county, in the family home north
of Buffalo. After spending a few
years in the railway mail service|
he took up Army life, serving over-
seas in both World wars. He was
in Hawaii when the Japs attacked
Pearl Harbor. During his long
service he has received numerous
awards, including the Silver star,
which he won for gallantry in
1918. :

A younger brother, Joseph, is In

the Marines,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Oct 1945: 1.

18 Jan 2026
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His long service record entitled
‘7 him to re-eniistment despite his
et, 63, Eyes ‘age and he will retain his master

. sergeant's rank.
PenSIon And “I'm in tip-top physical shape

I have $£10,000 worth of bonds
and 1 have my eye on a couple

Tries Again :‘nt‘ acres down in -Indiana,” Lay-

Master Sgt.” John R. Layman ill‘-ll:;“-, \‘ .:W,I-l];l.',"‘v £l
put Winamac on newspaper pages | H '.‘ . ,] = ; AE ble di
throughout the country last week ' (, 1 M,l ;m‘w,m ]l‘- ',]»F‘
wh(-n‘ he reenlisted in the army ‘,'hlk ‘“;.‘:" \T\::J:l[\;,::;
unulus {;..ird !"rthd_ny‘ : .| bel, in Winamac. He served over:
! eporting his residence in Win- ok i
|amac (he has several relatives i |.
ithe county) Sgt. Layman said |
| he had his eye on 2 $155 a month :
pension and retirement to “a ,‘,‘
"couple of acres down in Indiana.”” | |
! His latest enlistment is for three |

d he had never mar-
st not yet.” He re-
ched a  volume of
poetry iling with his memories
of the sérvice.

years but he said he hoped to
| stay in the service four years and’ |
' thus complete a 30-year record!
which would qualify him for the
Ipension of §155 a month.

Winamac (IN) Republican 25 Oct 1945: 1.

Funeral Rites Held |
For Joseph Layman |

Joseph Mc¢Beth Laymen, 62!
years old, native of near Buﬁ"alo,-i'
died Tuesday night at Jeffersoni
Barracks, Mo., where he was vis-
iting. He had been living in Mon-
ticello, Mo., since retiring in 1939
after 30 years' service in the U.
S. Marine Corps.

He was born January 9, 1885,
near Buffalo, Indiana, a son: of
James and Emeline Layman.

Funeral services were held at
2 o’clock Saturday in the Tippe-
canoe church near Winamac.

Survivors include two brothers,
John Layman of Chicago, and
Ross Layman of Monticello; Mo.,
and a sister, Mrs. Alethea Bram-
ble of Beaver township.

Monticello (IN) Herald-Journal 17 May 1947:1.
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It's a Small World (War Il) for Fred, who got a pass to meet with his brother, Grant, in the South

Pacific.

Darwin Grant "Grant" "Mills" Hartle

Born: 5/15/1923

Entered: 2/11/1943

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35092567,PFC
Discharged:

Died: 10/5/1967

Parents: Marie "Mattie" Loraine Hartle (Don
Nation "Daniel") Mills (Albert Dominic)
Richsteen

PFC Fred Hartle Jr., in the Air
Corps, grandson of Mr. and
Mrs. Fred Hartle Sr. and son
of Mrs. Albert Richstein, all of
the Winamac vicinity,

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 5 Jul 1945: 1.

21 Dec 2025

©2025, Jim Phillips

Fredrick Eugene Mills "Fred" Hartle

Born: 2/4/1922

Entered: 9/17/1942?
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,, T/SGT
Discharged: 12/20/1946

Died: 4/27/2009

Spouse: Agnes Imogene "Imogene" Foerg
Hartle

Parents: Marie "Mattie" Loraine Hartle (Don
Nation "Daniel") Mills (Albert Dominic)
Richsteen

PFC Darwin Grant Hartle, in the
Pacific with the Alr Corps,
grandson of Mr. and Mrs, Fred
Hartle Sr., son of Mrs. Albert
Richsteln, Winamac,

Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 5 Jul 1945: 1.
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' |

Two Winamae brothers serving|
in the Pacifiec, PFC Fred Hartle|
and PFC Grant Hartle, recently
enjoyed a visit together when Fred |
secured a pass for that purpose.
Grant is stationed on Guam and
1‘Fred on Tinian,

e

F‘ulask_i.C(-)untyT(I_N).Der;wocrat_‘I_é Oct 19;15: 2
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It's a Small World (War Il) where Bob and Jim got together with their folks after three years.

Robert Charles "Bob" Korner

Born: 12/31/1921

Entered: 2/23/1944
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,MoMM3c
Discharged:

Died: 5/21/2011

Spouse: Mary Margaret McClure
Parents: Harry Leo and Johanna O. "Josie"
Mulvaney Korner

o —

Robert Korner, MoMM 3-¢, who
has been on submarine duty, came
Wednesday to spend his 15-day
furlough with his parents, Post-
master and Mr. Harry Korner.
Thelr other son, Jim, who is on
furl ugh from the navy, has been
here and this is the first reunlon
oi the brothers in three years.

Logansport.(IN).Pharos_Tribune 3 Nov 1945: 2.

21 Dec 2025

©2025, Jim Phillips

James Richard "Jim" Korner

Born: 12/10/1923
Entered: 11/5/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,
Discharged:

Died: 3/30/2008

Parents: Harry Leo and Johanna O. "Josie"
Mulvaney Korner
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James Newton "Jim" May
James sent pictures of Ernie Pyle’s grave.

Born: 8/16/1920

Entered: 9/15/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,15330540,PFC
Medal: Bronze Star

Discharged: 1/10/1946

Died: 3/21/1989

Parents: Fleming "Flem" Lewis (Effie Maria Drake[deceased]) May

Couﬁty Soldiers
Take Pictures of
'Exrnie Pyle Markers

\L Photographs showing memoriils
| to Ernie Pyle, on the Pacifle is-
land of Ie Shima, have been re-
ceived here by friends and rela-
tives of the Pulaski ecounty sol-
diers who made the snapshots.

Cpl. James May has sent to Miss
MyrtlesMitchell two pictures of the
modest monument that stands
| where the popular Indiana newss
| paper correspondent fell. It 1#
I'somewha! in the form of a pyra
| mid, -apparently eight or ten feet
| high, with this insecription:

On this spot the
77th Infantry Division
Lost & buddy
Ernie Pyle
18 April 1945

A A AT L W e

The site is landscaped with na-
tive plants. One pieture had a
view of the island in the back-
. : 5 ground.
 Mav of Harrizon- Other pictures taken on Ie Shi-
T ST G a e L B G IR {tha have been received hHy Mr.
mm‘ W B e et LR and Mrs. W. B. Farney frefm their
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 10 Jun 1943: 1. son, M/Sgt. Robert Farndy. One
{is a photograph of Eynie Pyle's
| grave, in a cemetery along with,

Pfc. James May, who is in the scores of other Americans who,
Signal Corps  somewhere in the |9 ENIE T Eaa TR
£, : | M/Sgt. Farney also snapped pie
Phlllppmes, has been awarded the tures of Japanese officials as they!
: tht’.‘, Bronze Stal‘ aCCOI'dillg to WOI‘d ;-t-lmn:eid pla‘np: ()1\11 [9“Fihlm:\ whifln‘
154 " i lon their way to Manlila to receive|
 received by his father, Flem May. | surrender terms. !

Winamac.(IN).Republican 15 Feb 1945: 5. .
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 8 Nov 1945: 1.
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Georgeann and Joseph were one of the few married couples both in service.

Joseph Fritz Georgeann Lenora Kroft Fritz

Born: 11/14/1919 Born: 3/4/1925

Entered: 6/16/1942 Entered: 3/14/1945

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35357671,PVT Branch,SN,Rank: WAC (Medical Corps),,
Discharged: 9/28/1945 Discharged: 1/10/19467

Died: 6/1/1987 Died: 12/14/1964

Spouse: Georgeann Lenora Kroft Fritz Spouse: Joseph Fritz

Parents: Tina Riggs (Godfrey Parents: George John and Grace Augusta
Charles[deceased]) Fritz Tetzloff Fritz

Mrs. Georgann Fritz
Mrs. Georgann Kroft Fritz and

SEREEE O R S g Sgt. Ray Kroft, children of Mr. and

Pvt. Joseph m;m of Mrs. Mrs. George Kroft of Medaryville,

Tina Fritz of Jefferson town- are shown above. Mrs. Fritz, 2 No-

ship, with a tank d”m”" vember Bride, was discharged this

- unit in m % week from the WAC while her
Pulaski.County.(IN).Democrat 14 Jun 1945: 1. ' brother is in Japan.

Winamac.(IN).Republican 10 Jan 1946: 1.
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‘ Miss Georzean Kroft, daughter !
lof Mr. and Mrs. George Kroft, |
- will enter the Medical corps of the .
- WAC for basic training at Fort |
I().r:lclhorma- Ga., within the no\tl
' few days. She has been accepted |
and has passed her phyzical ex- |
amination. !
Logansport.(IN).Pharos_Tribune 17 Mar 1945: 7.

18 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips
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Ivan Dee "lke" Haselby

In a Life Magazine photograph, lke is kneeling respectfully by the body of Prince Konoye as he
prepares to remove it.

Born: 10/27/1922
Entered: 7/6/1944
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,1LT
Discharged:

Died: 2/21/2012

Parents: Firman Griffith and Hazel Blanche Hiatt Haselby

" JAP INTELLECTUALS LIST THEIR WAR

S

CRIMINALS

foreign Minister Mamoru Shigemitsy Former Finance Mi
Sotaro Ishiwal
HAVING OPPOSED the schemes of the Japanese empire's war lords, the intellectuals of Nippon are
preparing their own list of war eriminals which include the six officials shown sbove. At the top of
their list was former Premier Hideki Tojo, who since their listing shot himself, admitting full respon-
sibility for the war his people could mot win. Next to Tojo, the Nips have ranked Marquis Koichi
Kido, member of the imperial household and lord keeper of the privy seal, as a major criminal. Also
included is Hirohito, whose withdrawal from the throne is expected soon either by voluntary abdica-
tion or by order of the Allled Powers. Others, shown above, include high officlals in the several war-
time cabinets. - (International)
v

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 12 Sep 1945: 1.

0/C Ivan Haselby, attending of-

ficers’ candidate school, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Firman Haselby
of Star City. His wife lives in
Logansport,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Apr 1945: 1.
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JAPAN QU

WAR CRIMI

Ogata Removed

From Cabinet

Propaganda Minister Named By General MacAr-
thur for War Guilt Punishment Loses His Post;
Japanese Imperial General Headquarters Dis-
solved; Tojo Appears on Road to Recovery
From Self-Inflicted Bullet Wound.

TOKYO, Sept. 13—(UP)—Japan ousted Taketora Ogata,
first and so far the only member of the present cabinet to
be named a war criminal, as propaganda minister today and

| formally dissolved imperial general headquarters. :
‘ The action came less than 24 hours after Gen. Douglas
MacArthur listed Ogata as one of seven leaders of the notor-
ious, militaristic Black Dragon society wanted for trial. Jap-
anese sources said two other leaders listed were dead.

The Japanese announcement indicated that Ogata was

retaining for the present his concurrent post as chief secre-
tary of the cabinet. Japanese sources earlier denied that
Ogata ever had been connected with the Black Dragon soc-
iety.

Named to succeed him as propaganda minister — also

known as president of the information board — was Tatsuo
Kawai, a career diplomat who was minister to Australia at

! the outbeak of the war. The Japanese obviously hoped he

would be more acceptable to the Allies than Ogata.
| Kawai was sworn into office at the imperial palace at
;4 p. m. (2 a. m. CWT). P

1+ Other develonmants included:

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 13 Sep 1945: 1&2.

18 Jan 2026

{ inals named by

Other developments included:
Japs Call on MacArthar

l.—Japanese Foreign Minister
Mamoru Shigemitsu called on Mac-
Arthur at 3 p. m.,, perhaps to notify
him of Kawai's appointment.
Prince Fumimaro Konoye, former
premier, also called on MacArthur
this afternoon. Th": subject of the
confergnce was not revealed. Kon-
oye was the first member of the
royal} family to see
since\Japan's surrender.

Tojo. Japan’s No. 1 war. criminal,
appeared well-on the road to re-
covery from his bhotched suicide
attempt Tuesday. He no longer
pleaded with doctors to let him die
and his condition was described as
“very satisfactory.”

3.—American military police
halted their roundup of war crim-
MacArthur  and
granted a Japanese request for
permission to deliver men in “good 5
health.”

4.—Shigenori Togo, Tojo's for=
eign minister at the time of Pearl
Harbor and No. 2 on the list of

| 47 war criminalg, was revealed to
| have gone to the northern Honshp

resort of Kuizara because of “poor
health.”

5.—Lt. Gen Shigemori Kuroda,
Japanese commander in the Philip=-
pines in 1942-44 and No. 13 on the
list, told a United Press corres-
pondent he did not know why he
was accused of war crimes, but
was ready to surrender.

6.—Radio Tokyo sald MacArthur
gave permission for Japanese alr-
ways to resume service on four
lines Friday to expedite the Allled
" occupation of Japan.

©2026, Jim Phillips

MacArthur

2 —FornierPremier Gen. Hideki -
.| Yoshijiro Umezu, chief of the army

officers take further action. &

|| Ust. however, probably will be taks|
|l en into custody by the Americans

|| Filipinos include Jose P.
|l who headed the Japanese puj

AL

i Dismiss Mllitary Students

T—The Japanese government
notified MacArthur that all 17,000
students at naval colleges and in=
tendance schools, now on summer
vacation, had been dismissed.

The official Japanese Domel ag-
ency said imperial general heads
quarter—the brain trust in Japan's |
prosecution of the Pacific war —
was abolished formally as of noon |
today (10 p. m. Tuesday, CWT) in |

accordance with MacArthur's ore |
ders. |
At 2 p. m, Domei said, Gen. |

general statf; Admiral Soemu Tgy-
oda, chief of the navy general
staff; Gen. Sadamu Shimomurs,
war minister, and Admiral Mit-
sumasa Yonai, navy minister, pro-
ceeded to the imperial palace and |
reported to Hirohito on the abolj- |
tion of imperial headquarters.
Japs Round up Accused |
Umezu an hour later, Domel said, |
d d bilization of staff |
members and simultaneously sent |
instructions to this effect to var-
fous units throughout Japan as
well as in overseas areas.

The decision to permit Japan=
ese~police to round up the re-
mainder of the wanted Japanese
war criminals was announced by |
the Eighth army. The Japanese
will be given a few days to coms|
plete the arrests before Am

Filipinos on the war ¢

ltNlhlwithinlWorm@
government at Manila. P
The only two Japanese so fag
in custody were Tojo and T
Shigetaro Shimada, navy m

Ogata—

al the time of Pearl Harbor. Shi-

| mada was under guard in a room
| at Yokohama's new Grand hotel.
| which also serves as MacArthur's

headquarters.
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Konoye Says
Janan Must
Admif Error

Declares First Objective of Gov-
ernment Is to Convince Country-
men They Made a Mistake

TOKYO, Sept. 13—(UP)—Prince
Fumimaro Konoye said today that

bility is to convince every Jap-
anese of their country's error in
warmaking and that the way back
will be long and hard.

Konoye, three times premier and
now minister without portfolio—
the equivalent of vice premier,
admitted in an interview that
many Japanese were not convine-
ed of Japan's guilt in taking the
road to war.

Now the defeated country faces
a long era of poverty in which it
| must prove by deeds that it has
| reformed and is fit to be a mem-
ber of the world family of nations,
J Konoye said.

|
|
{

short by almost 50,000,000 bushels,

1945: Mopping Up — War Stories

He emphasized that the people !
of Japan must accept the blame,
and foresaw hard times in the fu-
ture.

He said the rice supply was
or about one-eighth, of the amount
considered necessary to feed the
country.

Political and governmental re-
organization will Dbe along the
| Democratic lines” required by the
Potsdam declaration, Konoye said,
adding:

“We are determined to estab-

the government's first responsi-|

lish democracy.”

He sald it would be somewhat
on the British pattern, with the
royal family and premier, “but
it will be based on the principles
of democracy.”

He pointed out that the elimin-
ation of the duality in the govern-
ment, enabling the military to
take independent action, will ease
the problem of governmental re-
organization.

Konoye estimated that in the!
forthcoming elections about one- |
half of the members of the present |
| diet—in office four years and act- |
| ing as a rubber stamp in approv-,
| ing the wartime government's de-|
mands—will be returned to office. |

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 13 Sep 1945: 1.

¥
t
]
i

U.'S. ORDERS ARREST
OF PRINCE

TOKYO, Dec. 6—(UP) —

Publication of the lstest
order brought to 286 the number

KONOYE

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 6 Dec 1945: 1.

21 Dec 2025

Konoye's Death Changes

Arrest System In Japan

Americans May Take Suspects At Once Without
Warning Due To Suicide’s Escape Of Trial.

TOKYO —(UP)— General Douglas MacArthur® may change the
whole system of rounding u?'-.lupanese war crimes defendants as the
result of Prince Fumimaro, Kcnoye's suicide a few hours before he
was due to surrender, it was understood Sunday.

Upset bec another
the most prominentin the country
in point of rank—had slipped thru
the net by taking his own life, ar-
my authorities are considering
whether to arrest defendants at
once instead of giving them a per-
iod of grace in which to arrange
their affairs.
Named Dec. 6

Konoys was named as a war
criminal Dec. 6, and was to have

reported at Sugamo prison Sun-

day to awar trial,
It was learned that Konoys, ba-
fore he *poisoned himself in the

early hours of Sunday morniug.

dictated sa farewell statement to
his second son, Michitake. saying
that he had made many mistakes
as premier and Jfelt a great Tes-
ponsibility to the nation. But he in-
sisted that he worked for Japan-
ese-American “friendship and as-
serted:

“The though I must be m\aml.

as a war criminal is unbearable.”

It was niest regrettable, Kon-
oye said, that the United States
had named him as a war criminal.
Quoted Wilde

“The :ime undoubtedly will
come,” Jie continued, “when all
wold rumors and public opinion
based on the excitement of war,
violent passions, excess self-con-

1

]""‘1—.

Army investizators learned that
Lin the days before his suicide, Kon-
love had read Oscar Wilde's tragic
| De Profundis and had underlined
'in red pencii such quotations as:
| 3 - —
| “Rociety as we have constitued
it will have no place for me...I
must say I ruined mygelfl and no .
person great or small can be ruin-
ed except by his own hand...l
'ended in hovrible disgrace. There
is only one thing for me—tbsgolute
humility...terrible as was  what
the world did to me what T did
Ito myself vas lar more terrible
still’” -
| Approaches Ru: sians

Uusually well informed scurces
«aid that short © before the Pots-
dam conferenc . Konoye as an ad-
Iviser of the emperor tried to patch

un friendship with Ruszia, and is
{part of that to induce Premier
Josef Stalin to get the allies to
tone down their unconditional sur-
render terms. Numerous overtures
iwere made, it was said, but Rus-
sia delayed arswering and at Pots-
|dam the final phase of the war was
‘asreml on.
i In addition to dictating his state-
| ment, Konoys bad a long talk with
{his son jn which_he told .of his
work as premier to prevent war.

ceit. =ervility between victor nndi
vanquished ard fnternational slan- |

der will calm down...when that
time comes, and only then, will a
just Jecision be handed dowan by
providence.”

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 17 Dec 1945: 1.
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to  his version. the
sserted that Japan's
etive in joiming the
aptember 27, 1140, was 1o
war with China, Konoye,
at the thne way regrosent-

Limg that “Japan  could
affair m any way
» o were allied with

Konoye Based '
His Hopes On
Russian Pact |

Roral Suicide’s Papers Are Seired
By American Authorities, Reveal
Ex-Premicr’s Pol 5 i

!\'llhp.‘rflmu!‘ul: that alizninz
“:%Muxmﬁi\i wthe Axis. would fores
il adsgiead of the war, becnuse
E m?;'h'.w the Axis forces weuld
Xl Whited States from en-
e contlict.
then his mind bezen to
., and Ushiba said that the
showed Konove felt that
Minister  Joachim  Ven
would al- | whentrop of Nazi Germany had
ersell with the Axis powers v Slured” Japan into joining up,

. Konoye's papers, Ushiba said, al-
rican vounter - intellizence leged that he felt the Axis had lost
oftivers seized the papers shortly its meaning for Japan and that
: was dound dead by Tokyo had a right to-abrogute it
o Sunday and turned . 0 the sovernment saw fit, altho
to Joseplh B Kennar,  Jfapan refrained from dolng so.

utor in the forth- \ccording t: Konoye's version.

trials. Usliba  fapan would have felt herself

escpibed their principal points to zuilty of a breach of “internation-

thoi Uniteds Proes. ai faith” had she broken the trea-

1.

The documents represent Kenoye ]

as then turning to the idea of a

| Japanese “understanding” with the

United States. He belicved this |

would wmake the tripartite alliance

nvalid so far as its effects on Jap- |
1 were zoncerned.

TOLYO (UM — Tomoboko 1s-
ry of tormier Premier

tripartite
Traly, be-

i

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 18 Dec 1945: 1.

CHOSE SUICIDE OVER SURRENDER

THE BODY OF PRINCE FUMIMARO KONOYE, thrice premier in tne
decacde of Japdn's belligerency leading up to the Pearl Harbor at-
tack, Is shown as it awaited inspection by Allied authorities in
Tokyo. The.prince took his life with poison at his lavish home rath-
‘er than surrender as a suspected war criminal. U. S. Army Signal
‘Corps mliidphoto. ! (International Soundphoto)

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 24 Dec 1945: 1.
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PICTURE OF THE WEEK:=p

Prince Fumimara Komoye, Japan's ex-premier, ave

In stocking feet a U, 5. lieutenant kneels by deathbed

writien his memoirs, in

7 of waz guilt and placed _. of suicide Prince Konoye, three times premier of lapan

sts, He claimed that if an
interview with President Roosevelt could have
been arranged the war would have been averted.

" 27
/ ¢ fi
Life Magazine 7 Jan 1946: 26-27. Website (https://books.google.com/books?id=BEKEAAAAMBAJ).
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,,Eounty" Soldier
Is Pictured in

Life Magazine

1
'

Lt, Ivan Haselby, son of Mr. and
' Mrs. Firman Haselby of the Star,
!Clty vicinity, was shown in the!
| page-size. “Picture of the Week”!
iin the January 7 issue of Llrel
| magazine beside the lifeless body;
of Prince Konoye, former premier;
‘of Japan.

The photograph was ecaptioned,,
i “In stocking feet & U. S. lientenant |
‘kneels by deathbed of suicitlef
i Prince’ Konoye, three times pre-i
rmier of Japan.” Lt. Haselby, a!
'member of a ecavalry unit in Ja-l
| pan, was one of a group of Amer-t
{ican soldiers who entered the Ko-
'noye home to take away his body.!

Similar pictures, showing Lt.!
| Haselby with another officer at
(the Konoye bedside, appeared in
''Time magazine and daily papers.
. The young officer went dverseas
:E’" October, & member of the First
| Caval Division. His wife, Mrs.
{ Pauline Haselby, resides at Lo-
| gansport.

! -
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Jan 1946: 1.
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