1944: In the Thick of It — Overview

At the end of 1943, the published Honor Roll numbered 8. These men lived in Pulaski County at
the time of their enlistment or were very strongly connected to it by blood or marriage.

When 1944 arrived, the United States had entered its third full year of fighting in both the
European and South Pacific theatres of war, with troop levels at their second-highest.

Designated D-Day, on 6 Jun 1944, 156,000 Allied troops stormed the Normandy coast of
northern France. The intent was to place an overwhelming force on the ground to push the
Germans out of France and end the war in Europe. The Allies were also coming north from
Italy.

By winter, while Germany was reeling from its defeat in Russia, it was still a formidable enemy.
Germany attempted to retain control over the Allies at the Battle of the Bulge, but failed.

In the Pacific, the Allies and Japan still battled for control of New Guinea, north of Australia, and
the Marshall Islands, farther to the northeast. Closer to Japan, the Allies secured Saipan, Guam,
and the Philippines.

During 1944, seventy-three of our boys died, four times the count of the previous year.

Although Buck was missing in India and declared dead, his crashed plane wasn’t found for 62
years.

Once before he died, Richard, a bombardier, got to see his daughter through his bombsight as

his plane flew over Pulaski during a training flight. Ralph had only seen his son in a photograph
a month before he was killed in action. Three other fathers weren’t lucky enough to even see
their babies.

Nemo drowned in the Solomon Islands.
The town of Francesville lost Ralph, Raymond, and Ed within three weeks of each other.
James’ fiancée found out about his death from the newspaper!

Jack had worked at Kocher’s Meat Market in Winamac before he entered in May 1944. His
boss, A. E. Kocher, closed his business that same month. Not only had he lost Jack, but his sons,
Harry and Arthur, had also entered before Jack. A naval petty officer, Harry was killed in the
European Theater in 1944. Jack died on 29 January 1945, at the end of the Battle of the Bulge in
Luxembourg.

Over the years, there were more than 100 occasions when those in service met fellow
residents, including brothers and cousins. Almost half were coincidental — meeting on board a
large troopship headed to a war zone, in the same or nearby military unit, or in a bar. One
bittersweet event was the first coincidental meeting between brothers, Arthur and Harry, and
one more meeting a year later in 1944, just three months before Harry was killed.
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Having survived the Bataan Death March, Clarence was the only case of “friendly fire” reported
for Pulaski County. Sadly, Clarence was predeceased by his wife and daughter some years
before.

Before he died, Forrest earned his Distinguished Service Cross, next only to the Medal of Honor.

Woodrow died on his birthday. Robert died on Christmas Eve. Jesse died of hypothermia after
the truck in which he was riding overturned into a ditch on Christmas Day. And when the year
1944 ended, so did John.

Profiles of these and the rest of the servicemen who died in 1944 are in this chapter’s section,
“The Dead”.

In 1944, besides Forrest’s Distinguished Service Cross, at least eight earned the Distinguished
Flying Cross. At least four earned a Silver Star, and at least nine earned a Bronze Star. Lawrence
earned a Silver Star in Saipan. In addition to the Silver Star, ultimately Archie received two
medals from the Belgians for his part in the Battle of the Bulge. More Air Medals were earned,
and, sadly, more Purple Hearts.

Here are some of the war stories of 1944. Harold earned his Silver Star during the bridging of
the Rapido River in Italy, while in an exposed place, repelling two attacks from artillery and
mortar fire and hand grenades. Challie had enough of the Army in May 1943, but the Army
didn’t have enough of him when he was found working in a potato field. Lawrence earned a
Silver Star when he scaled a cliff under enemy fire and knocked out a protected observation
post with anti-tank grenades, even though he sustained a head wound. There would be
another two months of heavy fighting before Peleliu Island was secure, as Harold wrote of living
in foxholes, scanning for lost planes, and filling sandbags. Donald reported that he was among
the first Americans to enter Paris and that he wrote that he had never been kissed so much in
his life in a letter - to his wife! While in service, Pete ran unopposed for County Treasurer, his
wife fulfilling his duties. Arthur earned a Bronze Star when he exposed himself to draw enemy
fire, enabling his platoon to discover and knock out enemy positions. Ray received the Bronze
Star and the Presidential Unit Citation, likely for taking Hill 510 with 250 men, of whom only 18
returned.

The details of these stories and more are in this chapter’s section, “War Stories”.

There was more war news besides Our Boys in the paper. Shoe rationing began, so now one
could not only drive but also not even walk there.

The details of these stories are in this chapter’s section, Community Climate.
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1944: In the Thick of It - Community Climate

This is a summary of the news in print available to most residents of Pulaski County in 1944,
The primary news sources were two competing local weeklies that focused solely on local news,
except for government news related to farming. A nearby daily newspaper provided state,
national, and international news, including progress in the war. There was no internet, no
television, and minimal news on the radio and in movie theatres.

For 1944, the Logansport Pharos-Tribune in an adjacent county had 307 issues (daily except
Sundays and holidays). About 95% of the major headlines were related to the war. There were
also seven headlines associated with the fourth-term candidacy and election of Franklin D.
Roosevelt, and one headline about the founding of the United Nations. The remaining 2% were
related to other national, state, and local dramas.

About 10% of the headlines were about bombing Germany before the D-Day invasion of Europe
on 6 June 1944. Eight headlines described the D-Day invasion and the initial days of fighting.
The march through France and into Germany took another 20% and 21%, respectively. About
14% of the headlines were related to taking Italy. Russian successes were chronicled in another
10% of the headlines, with more than half in Ukraine. There was 7% related to news from the
Pacific war zone, and 8% related to election and other war news from Europe.

International News

In 1943, the fascist Italian government unconditionally surrendered to the Allies, but the
Germans still had to be driven from the country. This began with a dramatic landing at Anzio
beach at the "knee" of Italy. After five months of fighting, Rome was taken. Collateral damage
from the Allied invasion included the eighth-century-old Abbey at Monte Cassino.

In 1944, Russia finally drove the Germans out. Throughout this year, they are pushing the
Germans from Ukraine, Poland, and the Balkans.

The Allies were bombing Germany.

On 6 June 1944, the U.S. and other Allied countries landed on the beaches of Normandy. The
Americans begin marching across France and into Germany.

In July, an assassination attempt on Hitler failed.
National News
Franklin D. Roosevelt won a fourth term as president.

The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and the Works Progress Administration (WPA), two Great
Depression programs for the unemployed, were abolished as most young men were in service.

State News

For the third year, the Indianapolis 500 Race was cancelled due to the war.

As well, the Indiana State Fair was cancelled due to the war.
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Local News

In 1944, between the two local competing eight-page weeklies, there were about 40 war-
related news items every week. Of those items, about 30 mentioned one or more of Our Boys.
The rest were war-related issues of local interest, including war-related women’s clubs,

recycling, labor shortages, and rationing.

Markets

The 1944 agricultural Market prices were about double those of 1939 and about a third of

those of 1943.

Thursday Markets ‘

Quotations hereunder are secured
irom dealers each Thursday morn-
ng, and are for that day only.
They should not be regarded as
-auotations for any succeeding
day, as all markets are subject
to frequent change.

Cattle ..o nas.$5.00 T0 $10.00
Veal -Calves ............................$13.00
)5 O e e R oo SONAL: $13.50 down
SOWE  .coinrenriaassscsinesens--311.25 dOown
Sheep, per cwt, ............$4.00-$6.00
Lambs, per cwt. ... $8.00-314.00
Lorn: 0l0, -INO-2 - s i 1.09 :

Corn, new No. 5, 72 1bs, .......... 90!

Oats, No. 2 heavy test ............ 74
R0 NOv-8 i 2100
Wheat, bu., soft red winter .... 1.52

Wheat, No. 2 hard winter ... 1.40
Soybeans, bW, - oilioloi s 1.80
(Possible 6¢ premium on beans)
Butteriaty . i e A9
BEES, por dox. .. .80
Hens .......... S 23

Old:Roosters ... i o8

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Jan 1944: 8.
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| fousgofoadocortotosfodactord sfefosfosfoof doeffoonfoonie
%f'}mic.o HOES: o2t o ahsso $13.50
'Choijce Light Sows _._._.._ 11.25
Yeal ‘Calves: '~ aca o o= 13.00
LD o it aaas 8.00 to 14.00°
|Bheep: Locsiessosu 4.00 to 6.00
(Soybedans, No. Bicocsspozs 1.80

! with a possible 6¢ premium.
iScft Red Winter Wheat,

NGz 2 e iomanmwesacaa 109
{Hard Red Winter Wheat,

! NO.: 2 ansoriednbamesass 1.44
%()ats,‘ Heavy No. 2, 32 lbs.
EERBPOVerY coccasnliliz=czZ .80
[Old:€orn;, No. R caiocsas 1.09
INew: Corn = -ohoiopasas .96
Rye, No. 2 __".._,,4__., 1.00
HeNE . avesssi o nduisinmd .23
| 0y R Tt SO O T .30
toosters . oaccanisuuas 18
Butterfat .- coiiiiasana: 49

Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Jan 1944: 8.
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1944: In the Thick of It - Community Climate

Cheer Up Club, et al.

The worries of the US entry into the war in Europe, followed by two years of World War |,
surely weighed on the folks in Pulaski County. Sharing that burden helped. For women, there
had been a tradition of social clubs. Now that tradition had turned toward coping with the
worry of the loved ones away at war and with the burdens of rationing and recycling at home.
Announcements of meetings for new clubs, such as the Cheer Up Club, Happy Hour Class, and

Polly Ann Sewing Club, began to appear.

The Cheer Up club. meeting was
postponed Thursday and the next
meeting will be held at the home

N%a Miller, August
8rd. at Me ille.

1944-07-13 - Cheer Up Club
postponed - Winamac (IN) Republican
- p8 - Pulaski County

‘ The Happy Hour Class of the
Medaryville Methodist church will
hold their bazanr and rummage
sale on Saturday, Sept. 16, at the
J. R. Linton room, first door west
o ery store. Aprons
and rugs will specialties.

1844-09-07 - Happy Hour Class to
hold bazaar and rummage sale -
Winamac (IN) Republican - p8 - Pulaski
County

¢ Polly Ann Sewing club will

daryville i

1944-09-28 - Polly Ann and Cheer Up
Clubs to meet - Winamac (IN)
Republican - p8 - Pulaski County

The Cheer Up Club will meet
Thursday afterncon, Nov. 2, at
the home of Mrs, Anthony Milenz,

The Polly Ann Sewing Club will
be held Wednesday, Nov, 1, at the
home of Mrs. Byron Hershman at
Medaryville,

1944-10-26 - Cheer Up and Polly Ann
Sewing Clubs to meet - Winamac (IN)
Republican - p8 - Pulaski County

The Happy Hour Class of the

1944-12-07 - Happy Hour Class meets
- Winamac (IN) Republican - p8 -
Pulaski County

15 Jan 2026

The Happy Hour Class of t)u:!
Medaryville Mothodist  Church
School will meet Thursday, July
97 for an all day meeting at Lhe‘

home of Mrs. Orvis Salrin,

1944-07-20 - Happy Hour Class to
meet - Winamac (IN) Republican - p8 -
Pulaski County

| The Cheer Up Club of Medary-
|ville met Thursday afternoon at
|lhe home of Mrs. A. R. Manning.

1944-09-14 - Cheer Up Club met -
‘Winamac (IN) Republican - p8 - Pulaski
County

The Cheer Up elub met Thurs-|
day afterncan at the home of |
‘Mrs. Charles Holl with ten mem-
bérs and two guests present, The !
next meeting will be held ‘nu‘
(Thursday afternoon, November 2,
lat the home of Mrs. Anthony]
Milenz. |

1944-10-12 - Cheer Up Club meets -

Winamac (IN) Republican - p8 - Pulaski

County

The Happy Hour class of the!
Medaryville Methodist church wns|
held Wednesday at the hopecof
Mrs. Anna Kroft at Medaryville.

1944-11-02 - Happy Hour Class meets
- Winamac (IN) Republican - p8a -
Pulaski County

‘ The Cheer Up Club will meet
Thursday afternoon, Dee; 28, with
Mrs. Ray Steele instead of the
regular meeting on January 4.

1944-12-14 - Cheer Up Club to meet -
Winamac (IN) Republican - p8 - Pulaski
County

The Cheer Up club will meet on
Thursday afternoon, Aug. 3, at the
home of Mrs. Amanda Miler at
Medaryville,

1944-07-27 - Cheer Up Club to meet -
Winamac (IN) Republican - p8 - Pulaski
County

! The Polly Ann Sewing Club met
| Wednesday afternoon at the home
iuf Mrs. Charles Karch at Medary-
jville with 11 members and 1 guest
|present. ' The afternoon was spent
|in cutting and sewing rug rags.
|The next meeting will be held
iWednesday afternoon, October 4,
|at the home of Mrs. John McElroy.

1944-09-14 - Polly Ann Sewing Club
met - Winamac (IN) Republican - p8 -
Pulaski County

The Polly Ann Sewing Club met
,Wednesday afternoon at the h
of Mrs, John McElroy with e
members present. The next meet-
ing will be held Wednesday after-
noon, November 1, at the home of |
|Mrs. Byron Hershman. |

1944-10-12 - Polly Ann Sewing Club
meets - Winamac (IN) Republican - p8
- Pulaski County

| The Happy Hour elass of the |
[Medaryville Methodist church will
{meet Thursday, November 20, with |
|Mrs. Albert Egly for an all day
imwﬂng. o i |
1944-11-23 - Happy Hour Class to
meet all-day - Winamac (IN)
Republican - p8 - Pulaski County

| The Polly Ann Sewirig Club will
meet Wednesday afternoon, Jan-
uary 3, at the home of Mrs. Irene
Myers at Medaryville.

1944-12-28 - Polly Ann Sewing Club -
Winamac (IN) Republican - p8 - Pulaski
County

©2026, Jim Phillips

! The Cheer Up Club was held
| Thursday afterncon at the home
of Mrs. Amanda Miller. with 9
\members and present.
. The next meeting will be held on
| Thursday afternoon, Sept. 7th at
.Ihe home of Mrs. A. R. Hannin;.l

1944-08-10 - Cheer Up Club meets -
Winamac (IN) Republican - p8 - Pulaski
County

| The Happy Hour class of the|
Medaryville Methodist church will
|continue their bazaar and rum-
mage sale on Saturday afternoon
#nd evening of September 30. The
group will have an all day meeting
in the church basement Thursday,
September 28, |

1944-09-21 - Happy Hour Class bazaar
and rummage sale continues -
Winamac {IN) Republican - p8 - Pulaski
County

The Happy Hour Class of thuT
Medaryville Methodist chureh will |
hold th all day meeting Wednes- |
day, Oct. 25, at the home of Mrs. |
Anna Kroft. ‘

1844-10-19 - Happy Hour Class to
meet all-day - Winamac (IN)
Republican - p8 - Pulaski County

ihe Polly Ann Sewing Club of |
Medaryville will be held on Wed-
nesday afternoon, December & at
the home of Mrs. William Stal-|
baum.

‘ The Cheer Up Club of Medary-
‘V“](- will be held on Thursday, .
December 7 at the home of Mrs

Lawrence Wagner with Mrs. Au-

gustn Steele as hostess. I

1944-11-30 - Polly Ann Sewing and
Cheer Up Clubs to meet - Winamac
(IN) Republican - p8 - Pulaski County
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Rationing

Rationing continued, though to some degree mediated by Victory Gardens. Fortunately, farm
machinery was becoming more available.

i i i Gasoline

i . . i 12A Coupons are valid for three

‘Rationing at a Glance Igallqns through Sept. 21. B3, B4,
e 1C3, C4 coupons good for five gal-

| Meats, Cheese, Butter, Fats, {lons, A, B, C, D and T coupons

| Al red stamps A8 through™Z8, Inet valid until endorsed with the

|

|

good indefinitely for 10 l""'““';n‘utomohi!o license number.
sed Foods

H Tires

I Blue stamps A8 through Z8 and |  Commercial vehicle tires must

| A-5 in book 4 good indefinitely for |peo inspected every six months or

{10 points. Tokens may be used levery 5,000 miles, whichever is
for change.  Stamps W8 through first” No inspection of passenger

|Z8 and A-5 becafne valid July 1}ear tires is required. Tire inspec-

and will be good indefinitely. | tion records for passenger cars

| Sugar . {must be retained in order to ob-

Slar!ws 30, 31 and 32 in Book 4 |tgin gasoline and tire replace-

good indefinitely for five pounds.!pents.

Stamp 40 in Book 4 good for five |

:poumls of canning sugar through|

{Feb. 28, 1945. Applications for

jadditional canning sugar may be |, ; i

I t burn coal, wood, oil or gas now
made by sending Spare Stamp 37|, ja obtained from local ration

|with each application to local l"l-|b

P oards.

|tioning board. ’

|

Stoves
Certificates to purchase most
heating and cooking stoves that

| Shoes
| Book 8 airplane stamps 1 and 2|
|gbod until further notice. |

Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Jul 1944: 5.

15 Jan 2026
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Farm Machinery
Off Ration List

All farm machinery except corn |1 nio machinery on hand now. |
pickers was released from ration- Many farmers and practically |
ing today Walde Huddleston, pu- all the dealers were mystified by
laski County AAA chairman, was |the unlooked for action masmuch
informed b)‘; telegram. | (as there is less machinery avail-

The information was also broad-| |eble today than in 1942 when ra.
cast by radio and many Pulaski| [tioning was started.

county farmers called or visited | The Pulaski County Farm Ma-
the AAA office in the court house| |chinery Rationing Board consists
seeking additional information. | |of Mr. Huddleston as chairman;

A check of county implement| |Preston Nice, Charles Ginther,'
|dealers revealed that no additional | ‘Hnrves_\' Hiatt and Herman Bremer,
|machinery other than allotments| | = The board wil continue to fune-
lalready set are expected in Pulaski | |tion for the rationing of . corn
Tmunt:.-. These dealers have little Hlabkn.\. the AAA office reported.

AN EDITORIAL

A frantic New Deal party, seeking to head
off defeat, committed an unpardonable sin today.
It used a war agencey in an effort to curry favor
with farmers.

Franklin D. Roosevelt's farm advisers an-
nounced that all farm machinery except corn
pickers are released from rationing.

This action is an insult to the intelligence of
farmers. Who knows better than the food pro-
“ducers that the harvest is practically over and
that there is no need for equipment now—except
the corn pickers and they remain on the ration
list. After the corn is picked they willk probably
be released. : z

Everyone who knows anything about farm-
ing knows that implement dealers do not now
have and do not expect to have any appreciable
amount of equipment because it is just not being
made. - -

The action is not only an insult to the intelli-
gence of every farmer but it is also an effront to
the loyal American citizens, members of both
political parties, who have given of their time to
get a fair distribution of machinery by serving
without pay on farm machinery rationing boards,

Only the simple minded will fail to see
through this latest. political move by the New
Deal.

From this action it is safe to pregdict that
other items will leave ration lists as the frantie
bureaucrats seek out the voter. :

Winamac (IN) Republican 28 Sep 1944: 1.
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1944: In the Thick of It - Community Climate

Recycling

Cooking fats were vital to the war effort in the production of explosives. Recycled paper was
also of use.

= Wily v‘y‘ﬁu now geﬁ

FREE MEAT POINTS | .
for Used Cooking Fats

KWANTUNG

29,000,000 lbs.

CHINA AND HONG KOKO
128,600,000

O JAPAN

39,000,000 s, m £

5 PHILIPPINE ISLDS
665,000,000 Ibs,

BRIT. OCEARIA
8,000,000 lbs.

THE GOVERNMENT TURNED to the women of America because
(1) the Far East islands that supplied a thousand million pounds

d cach year were captured by the Japs right after
ho 1d because (2) at least five hundred million pounds
ch in glycerine, were being thrown away in erican

TODAY THE NEED for glycerine is more urgent than ever. So

|TO HELP END THIS WAR SOONER . . . to make life-saving battlefield medicines and gun- much so that the government has authorized your meat dealer to

powder . . . the government has asked housewives to turn in their used cooking fats. For give you 4¢ and two ration points you can use for the purchase of
ithese necessities of war cannot be made without glycerine. And glycerine cannot be made meat, shortening or oil, any time, anywhere, in exchange for every

without fats —~ pound of used cooking fat you turn in.
{ /

| | FREE POINTS for used fats are given to you as a
| matter of simple justice. You pay points for the meals

fats you return to the national economy should
paid for in kind.

Winamac (IN) Republican 2 Mar 1944: 5.

15 Jan 2026

and fats that you buy. It is only fair that the vit&!

DON'T THINK there's ever too little left in your
skillet or pan, or to skim off soups or gravies. Every

drop of fat is needed, no' matter how much you've
cooked with it or how black it ist It will still yield
crystal-pure glycerine,

©2026, Jim Phillips

SO SAVE EVERY DROP of faf, ¢
all the cooking good out of it. Sav
fruit, soup, vegetable can:.

do, but please, not glass. Whe
meat dealer! You'll be doing
important as any in this fight ta Victory!

0 your
as vitally

i
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

PRODUCES ENOUGH GLYCERINE . | |
To FIRE SO MACHINE GUN BuLLETS! | |

»

NT LA
GIAWEDDING RINGS Toe of o >

STONE RINGG 4 FEET IN DIAMETER WERE
ONCE USED AS WEDDING RINGS BY THE MANX PECPLE
MO WEDDING WAS LEGAL WITHOUT THE HAPPY CourLe
\ SHAKING HANDS THRU THE CPENING

T Ry e r—

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 21 Feb 1944: 4.

[IF A BUCKET OF WATER AND A CAKE OF IcE B2
PLACED $IDE BY BIDE IN A TEMPERATURE OF 32°F
THE WATER WILL FREEZE AND

THE ICE WILL MELT.

®  SAVE ohd SELL
| < WASTE PAPER of
tﬁ:w." FOR

20 protective bands for 250 Ib,
bombs, Start saving now,

R R e aiihsiiessd

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Jul 1944: 6.

15 Jan 2026

©2026, Jim Phillips

e

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Sep 1944: 7.

 Glycerine Makers Urge
Cleanliness in Used Fats

" Much of the used Kkitchen fat
recently turned in by housewives
‘in exchange for red ration points
' has been found to contain a high
| proportion of foreign matter, re-
| ports the Office of Price Admini-
! stration. Used fats, from which
pure glycerine must be processed,
| constitute a vital part in the pro-
- duction of essehtial war supplies.
| When such foreign matter as nuts.
' bolts, nails, sand, water and other|
' substances are found in containers
| turned in, glycerine manufacturers
are greatly hampered in producing
the pure product needed in the
|muny wartime items of which it
| I3 a necessary part.

OPA urged that, in view of the
Impontance of these many uses,
housewives make sure that econ-
!talnera in which they put used
fats are clean and dry, and that
they allow no adulterants to be-
come mixed with their kitchen fats
' before they turn them in to their
food dealers.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Dec 1944: 8.
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1944: In the Thick of It - Community Climate

Kids help!

At the urging of schools and other organizations, children gathered milkweed pods to be used

for life jackets.

SulissT Children ‘
Asked To Collect |
Milkweed Pods

The County War Board has ap-
poinfed County Agent C. E. Olson
as county chairman o,t the milk-
weed pod collection/  campaign.
This campaign will “get underway
the latter-part of August or the
first of. September. The War Food
Administration will buy milkweed
floss for the armed forces this|
fzll to be used in life jackets, life|
belts and similar equipment as o
substitute for Java Kapok. ]

All  youth organizations and .
schaol children are urged to take
part in this campaign. Bags will
be furnished by the county agent’s
off!ce. Boyvs and girls will be pald
at the rate of 20¢ per bag of dried
nods. Everyone should be on the
look-out for patches of milkweed
now, Mr. Olson states. |

Time for Picking. I
Picking should not begin until
some of the seeds in the pods have
burned brown, for if they are:
picked too green they lack the
desired buoyancy and are worth-

|| less for making life belts. As soon

as pods are picked they should be
placed in the mesh bags furnish-
ed by the county leader. The bags
should then be hung on a fence
or rail so that they do not touch
the ground until they are thoro-
ughly dry. It will take from tweo
to four weeks for them to dry
thoroughly, depending upon the
weather. They may be left out in
the rain without damage to the
floss. 3

When the bags are thoroughly

dry, they will be brought to a des-
ignated point in the county and
assembled in storage. They will
be kept in storage until transpor-
tation can be arrungec for mov-
ing them to Petoskey, Mich., for
processing.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Aug 1944: 1.

Plan Drive |

To Gather

Milkweed

Pulaski county farmers - were
asked to be on the look-out for!
patehes of milkweed and to notify |

County 1t C. E. Olson’s office, !
as plax » completed by the
loeal War ard to hold & collee-
tion campaign for-m eed pods.
The floss from these pods i
nceded  to life presc

Mr.. Olson said that all persons in-
terested in picking milkweed pods
should contaet his-office. Empty
bhags for the collection will be dis-
tributed through his office and at
schools,

Winamac (IN) Republican 17 Aug

15 Jan 2026

War Hemp, Ine., will advance
funds Tor the payment of pods at
the rate of 20 cents a bag (about

| ‘one bushel in size.)

Picking should not begip until
some of the seeds in the pods have
turned brown, Mr, Olson added,

i|and pointed out that if picked too

green, the floss lacks the desired
buoyaney and is worthless for

| |{making lifebelts.

As soon as the pods are picked,
\the bags should be hung up so that
ithey do not touch the ground un-
Itil they are thoroughly dry. It
will take from two to four weeks
fpr the pods to dry thoroughly,

ikpending upon the weather. The
\Mags may be left in the rain with-
but damage to the floss.

*When the bags are thoroughly
[iry. they will be brought to the
|kchool or some designated point

nt county for storage until
ltra sportation. is arranged to Pe-
' |}oSkey, Mich., where the pods will

processed.

1944: 1.
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‘Milk-Weed Pods for Life Jackets ‘

Scenes like this will be common in Indiana during the coming weeks
as school boys and girls respond to the call for help in the gathering of
milk-weed pods for the makihg of life saving jackets. The floss of the pod
is belng used in place of kapok to fill the all-important jackets.

In most counties of Indiana, the county superintendent of schools is
serving as leader of the campaign for collection of the pods, in others the
county agent or the local AAA chairman, Oliver C. Lee, of the Purdue
University Extension staff, and state leader of the drive reports. The
campaign is be‘lng conducted aggressively in practically every county with
many “bushels” of the pods already being hung up to dry. The children
are to get 20 cents per bag, about oné bushel, for the pods.

Winamac (IN) Republican 31 Aug 1944: 6.
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: l
Milk Weed Pods Ripe l
The milkweed pod crop Is ripe
now -in Pulaski county, advises
County Agricultural Agent C. E.
Olson, and should be harvested
immediately before pods burst and
allow the floss to scatter. Bags
'for picking have been distributed
|to school and to other groups that
lare organizing harvesting parties.
Those who do not have bags for
picking, may obtain them from
the school principal, county super-
iatendent or county agricultural
'agent.  Collectors are instructed
| to pick the entire pod and to use
the net bags provided, as the pods
may spoil in other types of con-
tainers. Bags should be hung on
i a fence immediately after picking

until the pods are dry.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Sep 1944 1.

 Millcweed Pods To Be

| A check for over $600 has been
| received by C. E. Olson, county

s e | leader, who will disperse it to
Brought = Thm Week 3 tlm gchool leaders in payment for
Approximately 1000 school chil- !t‘n pods,
dren in Pulaski county will re-{ pgyeryone i urged to get their
ceive their money soon for milk-| pods in now before wet weather
weed  pods  collected  this  fall. | gi s, Anyone wishing to bring
| School leaders have beep asked to &l“ pods directly :to Winamac

| notify all children who have col- gy do so this Saturday, Novem-
|lected pods to bring them to the | {ber 4. They will be stored in the
e hools this week. | building just north of Von Tobel's
| Atpha Hoesel, county highway | | Lumber, Yord, formerly the Sherl-
| supervisor, stated that the high-j (qu junk yard.
| way trucks will €0 operate in haul- |
|ing the pods from the schools to!
i\’uhnmu for storage. They \\II]
| be collected by the trucks the lat- | i
| ter part of next week,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Nov 1944: 1.

that trucks will be available for

PAY FOR MILKWEED PODS

Approximately = 1,000 _ Pulaski
county school children will share
in the $600 being distributed by
C. E. Olson, county agent, for
their work in collectmg milkweed
pods for use in the manufacture
of life belts.

The money is being distributed
through schools as the students
bring in the collected pods. Mean-
while Alpha Hoesel, county high-
way superintendent, announced

hauling the pods from these
schools to Winamae for storage.

The pods are being stored in the
building just north of Von Tobel’s
lumber yard which was formerly
occupied by the Sheridan junk
vard.

In announcing the distribution
of the funds, Mr. Olson urged
everyone who partjcipated in the
collection drive to get the pods
in before wet weather starts,

Winamac (IN) Republican 16 Nov 1944: 5.

|Mllkweed Pod Campmgn =
‘Brings in 2700 Ba

; Incomplete - tabulatiphs  show
| that approximitely 2700 /full bags
of milkweed pods were (.ollected by!
‘the boys and girls of Pulaski coun- |
lv These have been brought to
'Winamae by the county highwa}'
trucks, .

Checks totaling §540 will be d:s-

I,rlbm.e(! to the school leaders who}
co-operated in the campaign in pay-
ment for the pods, it is announced
by County Agent C. E. Olson.
. There wre approximately 400
empty bags which have not been
turned in to date. Anyone having
'these bags in possession are re-
‘quested to bring them to the coun-
ty agent's office as’ soon as pos-
sible,

I
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Nov 1944: 1.

| PAY FOR PODS

~ School students of Pulaski Coun-
Hty eollected 2,700 full bags of milk-
iweed pods and received checks to-.
-taling $540 for their work in gath- |
ering the product which is used in
making life belts for the Navy and
| Merchant Marine.

The pods were brought to Wina-
mac for storage by county highway
itrucks, .C. E. Olson, county agri--
culture agent, reporteéd.

Mr. Olson added that 400 empty
bags have not been turned in as.
vet. All persons who have these
bags are requested to bring them
to the county agent's office.

Winamac (IN) Republican 23 Nov 1944: 5.

15 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips Page 10 of 237
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o ——

Pick Milkweed Pods |

Children of the Walters school !
picked 205 bags of milk weed pods, ‘
for which they received $13.00. Uf*
this sum, $20.20 was for bags t.red-
ited to the school, and was used
for the purchuase of group pictures
of the school for each pupil and
y & wiener roast. The pupils buy an |
laverage of $10.00 worth of War
| Stamps weekly, Mis, Fay Smilhi

Pand I E. Bird are the teachers.
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Dec 1944: 2.

15 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips
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Labor Shortages

The bad news was the labor shortage caused by Our Boys going off to war. The good news was
that the unemployment office had closed.

HOW %711% HELP TO KEEP THEM ROLLING

ON TEE PENNSYLVANIA RMI.ROAD

A WAR ROLE FOR WOMEN . . . 25.a trainman on the Pennsylvania Railros

RAILROADING has always been regarded as

a man’s calling.

But when war reached deeply into railroad ranks
—raking from the Pennsylvania Railroad alone
more than 44,000 skilled and experienced workers
for the Armed Forces—women were employed to
help keep trains rolling. é

Today, on the Pennsylvania Railroad, approxi-

mately 22,000 women are serving in a wide varicty of
occupations—four of which you see illystrated here.

AS AN USHER, 3 woman posts trains, ans es departures and

artivals—auswers the questions asked by wavelers.

Positions such as trainmen, ticket sellers, train

passenger re ives, ushers, inf ion and
teservation personnel call for intelligence, courtesy
and a high degree of efficiency. Young women fresh
from college and high school—after intensive training
—have proved they can fill these roles most capably.

So, we're glad to have their help in the greatest

Job milioads have £ver boen called upoh 0 o, - yy"y ‘gasstRil fa frighe yind opemrioas, & woman fils.» - INFORNADAN COVRTERS are besicged these days—s0 & women's
moving men and materials to Vittory ! job that_requites suength and coolness —in all weather.  knowledge of travel must be extensive.

h
.,m

44,565 in the Armed Forces  r 125 bave given their lives for their cowntry
One of America's Railreads ... All United for Victory!

BUY UNITED STATES WAR BONDS AND STAMP.‘T

Pennsylvania Railroad

i - !E Serving the Nation

Y

Winamac (IN) Republican 23 Mar 1944: 3.

15 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips Page 12 of 237
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'WANTED

BY THE

~ Pennsylvania Railroad

LOCOMOTIVE FIREMAN
ROAD BRAKEMEN
YARD BRAKEMEN

GOOD WAGES

-

Apply at Office of Superintendent,"Pennsylvania
Railroad, Logansport, Ind.

. | If you are now employed in an essential

i war industry, please do not apply.

—— — = e ST

|
Winamac (IN) Republican 9 Mar 1944: 8.

| The WAC and the Plane Both Meet the Test |
. s e P

; RPB—MA-167 (1

P-.-‘ta!rurirﬂ Class Pauline W. Stach tests radio an, connections in planes at Turner Field, Albany,
Geotgin. Because of their superior performace in the dutics given to them, Wacs have recestly heen entrusted
with many, new jobs, making a total of 239 Army assignments now open to them, |

Winamac (IN) Republican 4 May 1944: 7.

15 Jan 2026

©2026, Jim Phillips

> The proudest title
in the Army

I coNSISTS of twa simple words.
Yet every soldier who's worth his salt covets it.
This title is simply:

“Good Soldier.”

It ian't just happenstance that so many women
in the WAC have carned this title—the proudest
in the Army.

For wherever Wacs are working, both here and
overseas, there you find a job well done. And done
with a spirit so gallant and fine that high Army
officers everywhere say of the WAC...

Good soldiers..
+«WAC

b For ruts mroxaarsom abedt the Woman's Remy Corps, 40 40
nearast U.S.Army Reerwiting Station. w_-ég_u-wuu—‘

e : i R

f

Page 13 of 237
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.
Boys Needed For
Farm Labor Program

LAFAYETTE, Ind. —(UP)—
J. B. Kohlmeyer, Purdue univer-
sity state supervisor of the Emer-
geney Farm Labor program, Wed-
nesday sent ordets to 37 county
agricultural agents to recruit 1,-
400 bovs 14-years-old and older
to detassel hybrid seed corn in
central and northwestern Indiana.

" He said detasseling  was  ex-

pected to start around July 15 and |

‘would reach a peak Aug. 1. A
tota! of 6,000 persons will be need-
ed, but 4600 were expected to be

recriuiled in areas nearby the seed

field. The vouth will live in work
~camps and be paid for their ser-
vices.

\
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 22 Jun 1944: 9.

15 Jan 2026

©2026, Jim Phillips

qught Jamaicans left Monday for
southern Indiana after working
about three weeks on the Gumz
farms in Rich Grove township.
These workers are imported by the |
government and sent to sections |
where help is needed. County
Agent C. E. Olson, who ag in
charge of the project for Pulaski
county, said the employer was
warm in his praise of their work|
and character.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Sep 1944: 1.

YOUR COUNTRY

Needs You! '

STAY ON YOUR

‘War Job !! |

If you are not e ])10\5(] in an essential War
Industry, you are uifently needed to help load
ammunition. For dets I1]~ abaut safe, pleasant jobs,
kLtLtiT;hL Kingshiny [)ulnam( Plant representative
da [ TRy

Us. EmpluynféntServica Office

Court House

} ALL DAY FRIDAY, OCT. 13 |
|

B R R s T A AR

Winamac (IN) Republican 12 Oct 1944: 4.

Page 14 of 237
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Kingsbury Ordnance Plant

Kingsbury, the munitions plant north of Winamac, was a major employer. Note that optimism
in the September item, “Kingsbury Future is Uncertain” (below), that the D-Day invasion of
France guaranteed the end of Hitler. In October, there was another “Open House”. The
previous year's event drew 30,000 attendees. In November, there was a “War Film”. (Imagine
that in “IMAX” today!).

l{lngsbury Sets Record | w w k ¢
A production record for 194‘! ' ar or ers
startlhing in its magnitude was an- |

nounced today at Kingsbury Ord- ‘,
‘nance plant by Lt. Cel. Stanley

i Shubart, commanding officer.

. “Well over 250,000,000 ioaded Rl e
components, representing many
different times, were produced at
Kingsbury during the past year,”

Todd & Brown, Inc.
KINGSBURY ORDNANCE PLANT
LaPorte, Indiana

he said,

The sign:ficance of the large _ T ;
scale loading was illustrated by ity i
Col. Shubart in his ohservation' - also proof of birth. Persons now employed in
that the production record repro-i sedential war Incusey Wil not e actepted.
sented “bombs for capacity loads! _
of 6,600 bembers, shells to keepl 8;‘,2,&?;’;‘2‘:;’5‘;"ﬁ’.ﬁoﬁf"c‘é‘ﬁﬁ'ﬁ?m‘:." Ie’lrlg;;:ti‘:xt
500,000 various size cannons m dayandSaturd.xyﬂmmS 30 to4 P. M.
action 1 minute, grénades and |
mines -to cirele all world imttlel Winamac (IN) Republican 20 Jan 1944: 5.
fronts.”

“At the present time we are!
loading an average of 14 different
items each month. However, only
4 of the items now being manu-
factured were- on our production
schedules a year ago,” Col. Shu-
Lart said. °
Winamac (IN) Republican 20 Jan 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips Page 15 of 237
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Bus Service
. To The
Kingsbury

Ordnance Plant

COACHES LEAVE CHAPMAN'S
6:15 AM. 2:15 P.M. 10:18 P.M.
Purchase tickets before boarding coaches.

Suburban Transit

Winamac (IN) Republican 25 May 1944: 4.

KINGSBURY OPEN HOUSE

For the second time in its pro-
duction history, the Kingsbury
Ordnance Plant will open its gates
o the public for ingpection on
Sunday, August 20, Major F. H.
Phillips, commanding ®officer, an-
nounced today. More than 30,-000
persons visited the plant when it
held ‘“‘open house” last October.

Winamac (IN) Republican 3 Aug 1944: 5.

SEE NEW - AUTHENTIC

WAR FILMS

HEAR ABOUT
NEW - POWERFUL

SHELLS and EXPLOSIVES

A FREE motion picture show and lecture

presented to your community by

TODD & BROWN, INC,,
Kingsbury prdrum:e Plant

WINAMAC HIGH SCHOOL
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER' 16—8 p.m.

MEDARYVILLE, HIGH SCHOOL -
mip.w NOVEMBER 17—7:80 p.m. -

Free! - Free!_‘ |

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Nov 1944: 4.

| Gen. Eisenhower:--

In his radio broadecast to America from the
German Front on Sunday, Nov. 19, stated:

“More Than Ever Before
We Need Ammunition”

Come and;Help Us Send lt'

Kingsbury Ordnance Plant
Todd & Brown, Inc., Operators

LaPorte, lrld

NEEDS MALE AND FEMALE OPERATORS
Also Warehousemen
_Good Wages. Transportation will Be Available.
Here is an Opportunity for Farmers to
Get a War Job for the Winter
KOP Repmentahve Will Hire at the County
Court House, Court Room
.18 YEARS AND 'OLDER

Every Friday 8 A.M. -5 P.M.

If now employed in emnﬁu &wty

Winamac (IN) Republican 30 Nov 1944: 5.

15 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips Page 16 of 237
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Rationing

While Victory Gardens were still encouraged, rationing of meat ended as well as of most farm
machinery.

Most Meats Removed
From Rationing List
All meats except beef steaks and
-beelf roasts were removed from
rationing last midnight.
_ All cuts of pork, veal, lamb, and
mutton are now point-free, Price
Administrator Chester Bowles sald
in a surprise announcement, The
S point-free category includes flank
steaks, beel hamburger, beel stew
e Now 15 "#UJWMW meat; all variety meats, sausage ol
e e P[ﬂ”ﬂ all " types, ready-to-eat meats,

o canned meats, and canned fish.
Mak tiim .

. 'co:nfl)zu;-j::r Z W&’W/ maﬁy Points on choice beef steaks and
,'ﬁu..'.ni.}(v.amcara.nunmnlymm bwn.mnayapawmwm. roasts rema[n at their present lev-
" PATRIO Iu:auulpgdhghrs for froedom. l‘hoioad grown nin yom‘ own, ,'J : els I

arden saves riation, packingegpd fobor. <+ . .
i ':umm b.m':":::....pm,”_ e ; At the same time Bowles or-
"'l "Inlnllululhwvﬁyoumlmrtmsunlhlnlmdfrnhalral\dvouthmlly dered the monthly allotment of
sl e e sixty red points for . each individ-

mgmuVMG&domlﬂwﬂ;WMlﬂ'ﬂdeWW:

ual cut to thirty, beginning May
?0 .
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 May 1944: 1.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Apr 1944: 5.

15 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips Page 17 of 237
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This little
Pig stayed
at home!

THE BEER YOU CAN'T GET

HAS GONE T0 WAR

f .
% Fifteen per cent or more of all beer is first set
aside for the armed forces :‘ it means a lot in the
foxholcs. on thc march and in the camps.

~
The government food program in 1943
called for the production of an unprecedented

number of hogs, cattle and lambs, Patriotic
P T sansels lled —and d

— their quotas, despite shortages of help,
equipment, and other restrictions. They did
a grand job—but so much more livestock than
usual created marketing and meat packing
problems.

Ordinarily the heaviest livestock market-
ing comes in the fall and winter months and
that is when the greatest volume reached
market in the past year, As a result, some
“little pigs" had to stay at home for a week or
two. Another heavy run began in the last
weel{in April, Again the markets were over-

lied. so more livestock had to be held
back for a time, :
New Records Established
We at Swift & Company bought more live-
stock in these heavy inany com
parable periods in our history. We did this by
working long hours at top capacity —a 12-hour
day was usual for many of our staff—and by
operating six and seven days a week. These
new records were made in spite of many han-
dicaps and difficulties. We often bought more
ihoiu,uttle and lambsina dly than we could
in our plants. S had on
hand several extra days’ supply of livestock.
That was costly, for held-over livestock
shrink and must be fed, and there are bound

Winamac (IN) Republican 11 May

R i

| i
/Rationing at a Glance
=
Meais, Cheese, Buuer, Fats,
; All red stamps A8 lhrnu;,h\Z_S,
’;zood indefinitely for 10 points!
H Processed Foods ;
| Blue stamps A8 through Z8 and
| A-5 in book 4 good indefinitely for
{10 points. Tokens may be used
for change.” Stamps W8 through
|Z8 and A-6 became valid July 1
{and will be good indefinitely.
! Sugar
| Stamps 30, 31 and 32 in Book 4/
good indefinitely for five pounds,
Stamp 40 in Book 4 good for five
{pounds of canning sugar through
iFeb, 28, 1945. Applieations for
iadditional canning sugar may be
made by sending Spare Stamp 37
|with each application to local ra-
|Lmnmg board.
| Shoes
| "Book 8 airplane stamps 1 and 2

to be death losses. But, nevertheless, we
bought allwe possibly could handle every day.

Many Problems

And in addition to the increased numbers
of cattle, hogs and lambs to be handled, we
were up against other problems which we have
in common with producers. For instance,
shortage of help — especially experienced
help. More than 18,000 Swift employees are
in the armed services. Then, our meat coolers
and freezers were often filled to capacity with
meats, much of it for the army, navy and lend-
lease, Containers and other supplies were dif-
ficult to obtain.

Producers should be able to market their
livestock at any time according to their own
wishes and judgment. That is the way we
want it to be. And we hope producers will be
able to spread out the sending of their live-
stock to markgt in order to avoid “glutted"”
conditions.

SWIFT & COMPANY

CHICAGO 9, ILLINOIS

1944: 6.

Gasoline
12A Coupons are valid for three
| gallons through Sept. 21. B3, B4,
1C3, C4 coupons good for five gal-

|lons. A, B, C, D and T coupons

not valid until endorsed with the
automobile license number.
Tires

Commercial vehicle tires must
be inspected every six months or
every 5,000 miles, whichever is
first. No inspection of passenger
car tires is required. Tire inspec-

|tion records for passenger cars

wust be retained in order to ob-
tain gasoline and tire replace-
nients.

Stoves
Certificates to purchase most
heating and cooking stoves that
burn coal, wood, oil or gas now
must be obtained from local ration
boards,

|gbod until further notice.

Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Jul 1944: 5.

15 Jan 2026

Under war-time transportatmn restrictions, each
retailer is limited to only two deliveries of draught
and one of bottled beer per week,

Malt, the main ingredient of good beer, and other
materials have been sharply curtailed to meet war

demands.

Bottles are scarce and caseés are wearing out . . ..
handle them carefully and return them promptly.
'Brcwm. wholesalers, retailers and dealers are'oper-'
ating on a quota bﬁm. so don’t blame them when

there's no beer on hand,

On top of all that there just isn't enough beer to ;

go around,

 Beeris mighty glad to help, but it asks you people
on the home-front to be patient. The' blg job i is to:
~ win the war.

.'lil IS5 A BEVERAGE OF MOD!IITION

'Vll mbum\hlwns ASSOCIA‘IIDN

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Aug 1944: 7.

©2026, Jim Phillips
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Off Ration List

1aski County AAA chairman, was
informed by telegram.

|dealers revealed that no additional

All farm machinery except corn ' |91 1o machinery on hand now.
pickers was released from ration-| | Many farmers and practically|
ing today Walde Huddleston, Pu-| (all the dealers were m ystified by |
a| |the unlooked for action masmuch
|as there is less machinery avail-,

AN EDITORIAL ;

A frantic New Deal party, seeking to head
off defeat, committed an unp,ard{?nable sin today.
It used a war agency in an effort to curry favor
with farmers.

Franklin D. Roosevelt's farm advisers an-
nounced that all farm machinery except corn
pickers are released from rationing.

This action is an insult to the intelligence of
farmers. Who knows better than the food pro-
“ducers that the harvest is practically over and
that there is no need for equipment now—except
the corn pickers and they remain on the ration
list. After the corn is picked they will probably
be released. B ‘

Everyone who knows anything about farm-
ing knows that implement dealers do not now
have and do not expect to have any appreciable
amount of equipment because it is just not being
made. 5 :

The action is not only an insult to the intelli-
gence of every farmer but it is alsb an effront to
the loyal American citizens, members of both
political parties, who have given of their time to
get a fair distribution of machinery by serving
without pay on farm machinery rationing boards,

. Only the simple minded will fail to see
through this latest. political move by the New
Deal. :

From this action it is safe to pregdiet that

other items will leave ration lists as the frantie

bureaucrats seek out the voter.

Winamac (IN) Republican 28 Sep 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026

Farm Machinery

The information was also broad-| 2ble today than in 1942 when ra- |
cast by radio and many Pulaski| [tiening was started. ‘
county farmers called or visited| | The Pulaski County Farm Ma-|
the ‘AAA office in the court house | chinery Rationing Board consists
seeking additional information. |of Mr, .Huddleston as chairman;|

| A check of county implement |Preston Nice, Charles Ginther,!

f Harvey Hiatt and Herman Bremer. |
machinery other than allotments| | = The board wil continue to fune-
already set are expected in Pulaski | |tion for the rationing of . corn
county. These dealers have little | |Pitkers, the AAA office reported.

©2026, Jim Phillips
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D-Day

Although specifics were kept secret, an Allied invasion of France was expected, and “Invasion
Prayers” were planned. The event was exceptional in another way. It was the first time in at
least 35 years that these two local weeklies had front-page items about an international event.
Although optimism about the quick end to the war was high, Doc Halleck, now a Lt.Col., wrote
home, “Do not let your hopes for an early victory get built up....”.

INVASION PRAYERS Do s

|

|
Winamac pastors have ar- | ‘

|

ranged for a union. prayer ser-
vice to be held as soon ag the
European invasion is opened.
tl In order that townspeople will
1e informed of the invasion, the
fire siven will give the signal
i with- three short and one long
|} blasts. The prayer services, to
be held in the Methodist
| Church, will follow immediate-
il lv. If the signal comes on Sun-
day morning, each church will
held its own prayer service.

'-,'“. - X 5 -
(WASHINGTON, D. C., VIA ENGLAND)—American troops embark
for the kick-off. Pholo shows American troops as they embarked for
the invasion of Hitler's Europe on I-Day, (Signal Corps Radio Telephoto).

-

I

Winamac (IN) Republican 11 May 1944: 1.

The people of Winamac and
Pulaski county awoke Tuesday
merning to hear that the in-
vasion of the French coast had
begun during the night. In Win-
amac four blasts of the fire
siren at eight o'clock informed
persons that church services

© 11,000

INVASION COMES!

In the greatest military move-
ment in history, the allies threw
into the combat 4,000 ships and
planes. Landings were
made with much lighter losses
than were anticipated, beach-
heads were established and the
llndlnu forces pushed inland.

inf ts ‘have continued

would be held i ly. Flags
—Zéure flown all day along the

treets, but residents went about
their business calmly.

The allied invasion of Hitler's
| European fortress was announced

in America at 2:32 am. Central
! war time Tuesday, the first
| landing on th& northern coast of

France taking place from 11
I p.m. to 1:25 am. CWT. Under
| the command of Gen. Eisen-
| hower, allied forces, supported
1
|

| by strong naval and air forces,
| fought their way inland over a
i 100-mile stretch of the Norman-
! dy coast between Cherbourg and
LeHarve. Thousands eof air-
borne troops and parachutists
| landed behind the enemy lines
. to spearhead the attack.

to land.

Enemy resistance stiffened as
the Germans rushed reinforce-
ment to the front and fierce
fighting is in progress. The ‘in-
vaders have captured strategic

'mlnl’ including Bayeaux, the

first enemy-held city in France
to fall. Gen. Eisenhower, new
at the front, stated that the in-
vasion was “going pretty well
according to plan.”

The J news foll d
fast on the announcement of the
rout of the Germans in Italy and
the liberation of Rome, the first
enemy capital to be taken by al-
lled forces. The Fifth Army ad-
vanced forty miles beyond Rome.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Jun 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026

Winamac (IN) Republican 8 Jun 1944: 1.

Prayers Follow
Invasion News

Pulaski coanty glued its collec-
tive ear to the radio Tuesday to
listen with prayerful anxiety to
news bulletins that the long-await-
ed invasion of Europe had begun.
Newspaper extras sold fast.

. Flags were unfurled and al-
though the news was at first con-
fined to early risers, it traveled
fast and at R o'clock in the morn-
ing the siren was sounded in Win-
ama¢ for prayer service at the
Methodist church. Services were
also held at St. Peter's church

both in the morning and again
Tuesday night.

While most Pulaski county fam-|
ilies are affected by the war, with
men in service, many were vitally
interested because a number or
bbys are stationed in England and
probably now taking part in the
invasion,

The Methodist chureh was filled
with people of all denominations
in prayerful attitude as were the
Catholic gervices,

All business houses were closed
during the prayer service which
wag preceded by organ music,|
“Faith of Our Fathers.” The Rev.
Robert Crosby read the scripture
and gave a prayer, followed by
prayers by the Rev. David Neilson
and the Rev. C. R. Earle.

Winamac (IN) Republican 8 Jun 1944: 1.

©2026, Jim Phillips
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A

This Is the Way It Hapy

 The Critical Hour

Long Awaited ‘Second Front’
Spells Liberation for Many
Occupied European Countries’

~ \4
|
i
i

Nazl sources first broke the story, announcing that naval units were
shelling Le Mavre, France, and that landing craft were nearing the
shores. Landing attempts, general along the English channel coast, fol-
lowed in reslity tae arrowed diagram of planes and ships frodh England
to France.

e

GENERAL DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER
Supreme Allied Commander,

|
| =

Light br d on the horizon . . . Thousands of planes
blotted out th pale sky as their wings carried them onward |
to the thunder of their engines . . . Below, more than 6,000 |
ships of all types moved in a massover the Englishchannel .

Short moments later, hundreds of paratroopers tumbled |
from the planes and the sky over French Normandy was |
filled with the little white billows of their 'chutes; big battle-
ships opened up a quaking fire on the French coast, and then | 4=
landing vessels poked their snub-noses onto the sandy beaches
and U, S. and Bri troops poured
ashore, with tanks and other equip-
ment unloaded behind them.

The invasion of Eyrope was on,

er Winston

t the landing

the second front had been estab- vorted by 11,000
lished! : ilable for use

Thus did June 8, 1944, go down in ¥ ecritical sector,
history as the date on which the

.
democratic powers of U. S. and Brit-
ain challenged Adolf Hitler's “New
Order™ on bis own battlegrounds of
ern Europe, the mighty gate to
1zis' continental fortress, or-
er dominion of the Ger-
micht.

Taking place 80 miles across the
channel from England, the first Al
s were made between the
t ports of Le Havre and Cher-
ourg tn the French coast, while
es of plane nd ships b

the victo
weeks of
ment de
municat
in the west.
Throwing the full weight of the
U Fifth and British Eighth ar-
mies at the Germans in the ltalian
offensive, the Allies successfully tied
up an estimated 25 divisions, or
about 300,000 Nazis, in that country,
Rather than call upon additional
reserves to stem the Allies’ deter.
mined drive in ltaly, the Nazl high |

diefenses and indus

8.

Ground Force Chief

LIEUT. GEN. OMAR NELSON
BRADLEY
Missouri born, quiet-mannered
Bradiey was the hwn of the American
victory at Bizerte. His job is to lead
his men from the channel to Berlin,

command decided on 4 laborious re-
treal up the mountainous peninsula |
to the north, where they could elimi-
nate the ¢ it threat of landings |
in their rear and yet fall back upon

commuaication

at the German Lufiwafle so weakened that unit
meet.  Several weeks ago it was reporied that Field
quarter of a million men to that area.

ion problems

that the

the last rugged peaks of the Apens

The area indicated in white on the above map Is the Nazi defense zone.

lied air force dictated terms o
hal Erwin Romllkllﬂd moved approximately a

ulinued bombing of key
and the past months of hammering
on which they should

|
|
|
|
|
|

nines for a natural defense. :
Although German Marshal Albert
| Kesselring managed to pull the bulk

SOFTENED UP
lrrpr.:nnl fagtor
gs on - the

l The

in the Alims
French el

e Are Our Leaders in Battle . . .

| of his forces out of the trap Allied
| Commander Gen. Harold Alexan-
der had set by attacking at Cassino
to the south and then later at Anzio
at the enemy’s back to the north-
8. and Brit-

coast' was the prclanged b
ment of enemy pos
cle area by h(‘cls of thousands of

war-planes of all
ghter-bombers

b crescendo of |
nu early £, he Allies pene- |
ed from seven to ten miles in-
land, and reinforcements were pu(
ore 10 support the attack.

Here are “thumbnail” blegraphies
of e Allied invasion leaders:

.
Gen. Dwight Pavid Elsenhower,

Air Chief Marshal Sir Arthur Ted-
der,| 52, wounded infantrymsn of
World War I, who successfully com-
manded Middle East and Alliea Med.
llcrranean air forces, Is deputy su-

Under supreme command of U. S.

Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, with | tresses and Lancasters. lied forces, led the successful opers- |

b Gen. Bernard L. Montgom- | Futnaiten. Fortifications, airflelds,” railroads, || tion in Norih Afriea, Sicily and Italy,
ery in charge of ground iroops and | Not only was a high toll taken of pouar statio hing of use He was Lorn in Texas but reared in |
British Adm, Bertram Homje Ram.| UtIaR 1roops in the line and of 4, the Nazis in the defense agaipst || Kansas. “In two years he rose from

¥y le

ding the naval forg|

| west, the vigor of the U.
} resulted in the infliction of

their rearguards putting up a des-

to 'ho more ponderous Flying For-

me under the bomb.

53, supreme commander of all Al | preme Allicd ;nmmnnder.
e s w

Licot. Gen, James H. (“Jimmy")

Deolittle, 47, “the man who bombed

Ueutenant colonel to a full general, | Tokyo,” is in eoramand of the U. S.

s, U. 8 g i a
and British PR ey ‘ perate delaying action, but Allied gioniq of Allied mirmen. and top-man for the invasion.
ed the invasio = A | XA ging over the ene- By hammering al railroad BARRIERS 1
from my's Toute of retreat shot up BUM:  jiney, the Allled command Y

| dreds of vebicles wheeling Nazi sol-
diers and equipment to the porth.

Because of their refusal to
v y untier |
-n.!j Field Marsl.al von

Pole:

As
Send more troops into Italy and
thus draw upen their precious
reserves for the invasion from
the west, the German high com-

edt and ed Rom-|  mand was compelled to surren- |
Adolf Hitler, a.umwll report der Rome and the boot of the
ed to the arca biz peninsula.

1o pres over the enemy's mili- | ‘
tary directorate. |

Winamac (IN) Republican 8 Jun 1944: 6.
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Eighbth air force.

Despite the ravagant propagan-
da of Hitler's “Atlantic Wall,”” the
Nazis reportedly have taken no
chances on putting all of their chips
on it; on the con v, not only

sought to disrupt the {ransport
of troeps and supplies to the
areas where landings might be
made. Not oniy did Vichy's col-
laborationists plead with French
engineers to stay at the throt-
tles in the face of the severe
bombardments, but the Ger-

ans even rushed key transport
“{'md s to help in keeping open
battered rail communica-
tions.
Thus

ing !nu‘e<
cted de-
German

fenses as far back as th
frontier.

.

the invasion launched
after the most careful and thor-
destruction of essential ele-
s in the enemy's defenses

only
ough

©2026, Jim Phillips

In constructi
| to the rear of tt
the once-masters of
recognized the full weight which Su-
preme Commander Gen,
er will be able to throw at them, As
a result,
strong fortific
steel for miles back of the French
eoast, but they have glso converted |
the once heralded Maginot line into
a defensive
own famed Seigiried or **

1g these defenses lar‘
English nnel,
f the “blitz"" have

Eisenhow-

not only have they built
tions of concrete and

bastion, to support their

‘west wall.”
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

War Dogs

In February 1944, seven “War Dogs” were accepted for training, although Jerry was returned
four months later for being “of nervous temperament”. Tippie’s owner heard nothing but

praise in a letter from the dog’s handler.

( s
'Seven “War Dogs”
!Accepted for Training

Saven “war dogs” shipped out
i-or here last week end have arrived
salely at Fort Robinson, Neb., and
were all reported acceptable for

ceived by Herbert Hoch, county
War Dog chairman,

collie shepherds, and were con-
cis Weldy, Dale Stout, Isanc Wil

Greiger and Herman Dommer,
~ Mr. Hoch states that he is expect-
Ing another supply of shipping
crates soon, and will continue to

Soognt Tolueme !
.,‘,L‘ 'P\'?',!'v ",'-" R LR B g

LIt i L3 T g A T
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Feb 1944: 1.
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llamson, Martin  Kuhn, Orville

L mma #f e mam mmEe

training, according to word re-

Dogs In, the group nfé_mbutlr}
tributed by Robert Hanson, Fran-

1

Soldier Letters

Cecil Lebo of Winamae received
the following letter from a soldier
this week, which explains some
of the work being done by War
Dogs. The dog Tippie mentioned
was offered to the War Depart-
ment by the, Lebos and because of
his alertness was accepted, even
though he was a little undersize,
k : March 30, '44.
Mr. Lebo:

I hope you will not mind my
writing like this, but I am a guard
at Kellogg Field, Michigan, and
I have a dog with me, a War Dog,
Perhaps now you can guess the
nature of my letter. My dog's name
is Tipple. I got your name and
address from his service record,
80 I thought I'd write and let you
know how he is.

You have - nothing to worry
about, He is in the best of health,
Every day I feed him a pound of
steak, horse meat of course. He
is also fed oat mash and vegeta-

bles. When the war is over you|

dog. He obeys like a real soldier
and I am proud of him. He will
sit, lie down, erawl and jump over
a five foot hurdle on command.
I am teaching him to roll over and
in a couple ol days heshould have
it pretty well. !

Make no mistake, though, he is
all War Dog. He can be as mean
as sin when I want him to be, as
the officer of the day can:remem-
ber to his sorrow and pain, One
night the O. D. tried to sneak up
on Tipple and me fn the dark, I
dldn't seg or hear him but Tippie
did. Tipple went for him and tore
his jacket ‘sleeve to ribbons be-
fore I could stop him. That was
the last time I had trouble with
the O. D, N / i

Once a week the ‘sergeant puts
on a padded suit and we give
Tippie a real work out.” When-that
dog gets his teeth in the sergeant's
arm all hell can’t make him drop
it until I give the word, Time to|
g0 on duty .now so I will close,
Hoping to hear from you soon, I
remain, TR A O
. Sincerely,

are going to have a ton wateh |l

Pyt Mike Dodsworth.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Apr 1944: 8.

Dog Returned Home

Because he could not be taught

©2026, Jim Phillips

the Jjmportance of being quiet,]|
Jerry, the dog Robert Hansen of
the Winamac vicinity volunteered
for War “Service in February, was
returned to his home last week
from Fort Robinson, Nebr. “Jerry”
gave general satisfaction as a
War Dog, other than he was of
nervoys temperament and would
not stand still, and also, he barked

too much,

i

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Jun 1944: 1.
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1944: In the Thick of It - Community Climate

Weapons on Parade!

In October, a “Firepower Caravan” stopped at the courthouse square. A Jeep, personnel
carrier, half-track with a 50-caliber machine gun, and an amphibious “duck,” as well as guns,
other weapons, and equipment, were demonstrated by soldiers, many of whom had combat

experience and some were Purple Heart recipients.

ITS
YOUR ARMY = YOUR SHOW

SEE THE U. S. ARMY’S TRAVELING

‘Firepower Caravan’

GUNS BAZOOKAS HANDILTALKIE
JEEP DUCK

Authentic War Front Movies—Mine Detectors
Booby Traps

MEET THE HEROES OF TUNISIA, SICILY,
ITALY, FRANCE, NEW GUINEA, GUADALCANAL

Uinamac - Thur. Oct. 12

Court House Square
CONTINUOUS DISPLAY—10 A. M. TO 10 P. M.

Special Shows - 2 P.M. - 7:30 P.M.

A S S e T DR R
Winamac (IN) Republican 12 Oct 1944: 6.

In addition to the “jeep,” sev-
| i eral other types of Army vehicles
| rmy eterans 0 ‘wlll be on display —trucks that

{ keep men and supplies moving, the |
! half-track that carrigs a 50 caliber)

Foreign SerVice machine gun for protecting trnm»s]

| i against enemy airplane strafing,
‘T Sh A the amphibious “duck,” which is|
1 0 ow rms at home in water as on land.
| The exhibit will be continuous
The Army Firepower Caravan, lup to 10 o'clock tonight, with spe-
which stops in Winamae today, | cial shows at 2:00 in the afternoon
Thursday, brings with it a group||and 7:30 in the evening on the
of overseas veterans. Eight of the i block in front of the court house.
fourteen soldiers who will demon-|! The show comes here through the
| strate the equipment have met the co-operation of the American
Germans or Japs and some have | [exion Post and the Kiwanis club

been wounded. : ) __lof Winamae, the Army and Kings-
These men will give fH‘l!\L'; bury Ordnance plant.
demonstrations of the Army’s|

small arms, including the Garand
rifle, carbine machine gun, tommy
i gun, trench mortar, and the ba-
| zuoka. They also will show Lkow
imine detectors, walkie-talkies and
| booby-traps operate, and whatl a
| teriffic punch the 105mm. howifzer
! has. 1

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Oct 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips
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War Bonds

Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

The year 1944 started with letters from Don and Harold, stationed in the Pacific, urging
everyone to buy bonds. The full-page bond ads were thought-provoking.

From a Honpﬁ

seem 10
X hole,
yed in

Few people back home
know what is meant by a
They'd know after they s
one for about thirty-gix hours with-
oul hardly moving, ‘There are al-
ways two men in a fox hole, &0
{if one goes to sleep and st
(snore, the other can wake him.,
iTiIP enemy may be close enough to
{ hear.

You must also be careful. of
shakes. They are awful. | know one
fellow here who was bitten on
the leg by a snake while he was
asleep, and
off. Another 1 tl
ways raining, d the mud is ter-
rible. Dut the worst is yet to come,
That is about the mosquitc
They're as thick as flie
out of ten carry malaria.

leg had to ec

g is, it's al-

From the Aleutians

At an outpost like this, our m!ly!
gource of esupplies is by b(mt.i
weather permitting. This makes|
our malls very siow. By the time
I get the county paper it is a|
month old. |

I have noticed that the sale of
(war bonds hasn't been so very
good sometimes, and I am wonder-
Iknu; what attitude people take to-;
| ward the war. Are Lhey getting|
tused to it, and pass it off unc-i
of those things that will wear it-|
self out some time? |

From the North Pacific to the|
iSmnh Pacific our boys are buying|
! all the bonds they can possibly af-|
I'ford, besides giving their service |

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 )

15 Jan 2026

The rations are pretiy good, il
you can get to them, but lots of
times in the day 1 would
frogs, pull their legs off an
themn with a match. It was pretty
good. Try it some time,

As for entertainment, you have-
n't any, unless you and your part-
ner draw straws to see which one
took guard first, or play cards,
gamble, take all his money, then
give It back and start over,

No, some people in the states
don’t know what it's all about, Dut
I would like to :
favor—buy more
boys can have plenty to fight with
50 we can get this damn war over.

CPL. DON D. BUDD.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Jan 1944: 1.

country. So it seems to me that
the least people at home could
do is to back them up with war
bonds.

I have now been isolated from
civilization for mnearly two years,
most of that in the dreary, wind-
swept and fog-bound Aleutians. [
know that the boys here are buy-
ing lots of bonds every payday,
hoping that it will hasten the day
that they can get back to civili-
zation again. Some day the boys
will be coming home from the bat-
tle fronts of the world, looking for,
jobs to help pay for the peace and |
democracy they fought for. |

Back the bucks with bonds. ‘

E:uul possibly their lives to their

PFC HAROLD .\lcl\'[.\Zi.l-I\',‘
an 1944: 1.

BATTLE CRY!

CHINE ¥ SOLDIERS have a battle
ery: “Gung-Ho!” Literally trans-
lated, means “Working together!”
In Americanese, it means Teamwork.

And Teamwork is a word every
American understands—in peace-
time as in war. In this war, it means
perfect understanding among our
Government,’ our service men, our
home front.

It means our confidence in our
fighters’ ability. It means their faith

in us to provide the material to do

the job
It means buying War Bonds:
And a very good buy they are, too:
i

For every three dollars we invest
in War Bonds, Uncle Sam promises
four back in ten years. There's no
more honorable promise in the world!

Buy War Bonds. They’re a won-
derful investment—for you as well
a8 America! i A

LeZs a# KEEP BACKING THE ATTACK !

Winamac (IN) Republican 27 Apr 1944: 7.
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1944: In the Thick of It - Community Climate

| Zarck e Atinnt /- BOY WORE THAN BE

LS

and husbands are fighting and dying this

very minute,
N\:w THAT the chips are down ... now
that our men are writing dzcmvc
history with their blood . . .
There can be no halfway mcn!urel
for us.
The greatest battle in the history of
the world must be matched by

in everything they have.

same.

your brothers and sweethearts think you canl

They, in the front lines, are throwing
We, behind the lines, must do the
Remember, this is the battle for the

WORLD. Our world. And we've got to
win it. That's why Uncle Sam

the greatest war lqgn in the his- expects every dollar, like every
tory of the world. soldier, to do its duty.

‘That’s what Uncle Sam says @ Put this Fifth War Loan over:::
+++ the same Uncle Sam for whom WARLOAN bvy more War Bonds than you

=t SHANK'S .

.,!

B

/]

‘\_,\//\\

- - when you got over tllere in the thick of it, son, you
woa'e have time to ut the fancy ideals you're
* cappossd o bo. ity s Yol ba inrested mostly
in shooting straight, and shootigg fitst.
“But some night when you're lying out under the stars,
you'll frobably figure the whot thing out—and it will
be very simple.

“You'll realize fhat you're fighting to protect the kind
of decency and freedom you were raised in—and will
“want t aise your Kds i to.

“You'll be fighting to prosect the opportunity that al/
Americans have of starting a the-bottom and. getting o
the top—and thar's pically American,

“"You're fighting 0 protect your right to live your own
life in your own way withoug being pushed around by

. some bright young bureaucrat who waats 5 do all your

abost all e is o i soe Bt i mighty worth
while—this business of keeping our freedom—of sticking.
10 the things ghat hive made America great, |

“I've often thought that auir owefumily was  picy good
" | what can happen in th now

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Jun 1944: 8.

15 Jan 2026

else. I starced as o chore boy on this very farm, when 1
was tn years old. Made up my mind I'd own ic some day.

Nothing in the wid to swop me—if I really wanted .

“We didn't have good roads in those days. No'cars'or
wucks or tracwors, No radios. No airplanes. No tele-
phones, movies, or electric lights,

"I dida’ have much education—dida't vae the time or

ocer sbr Clrvelomd.
Ditrict. plant

Old Joe said to Young Joe. ‘.

'mq to get it. But I made up my mind that my own

waveN
BT Tt RIVREE nu,- nnnl. Auar |

X130 wenld e somae of e bIAGR T dida't leoe:

“You've had 2 good education. You went to agricultural
¢ollege. You've traveled around the aquntry in your car,
You've seen how the other fellow lives and runs his farm.
You keep up to date through your mlw. your reading
—and your various farm associations.

"'And, son, it’s hard to believe that most of the inven-
tions, advantages and improvements that have made
you more efficient and more comfortable, bave happeacd
in.my lifetime.

"But that's the very thing I'm talking ubmu. ‘That's. the
power of America, We've got push in this countey—and
ingenuitp—the determination to keep on gerting stronger
and better all ch!um And all of us have ghe to see that
nothing stops”that kind of progress—neithe esemies
from the outside, sor from the inside.

“You're a chip off the old block, son. You think about
the way I do. You work hard—very hard. Bue you've had
more advantages than I had. And you're a better man ia
every way. You'll go farcher. -

“You'ra the uew iype of American farmer, You're rup:
sing @ business when ytmfm today. 1t's a mighty impor-
tant business too—and you've got to know your stuff.

“Just remembes this, my boy—you're a free agent. Your
iy 14 dades vous bat You b 1 Tadey

‘way of doing things has meant to you and me and millions

of others, in npronun ty, progress and happiness, That's

whic you'se seally ghiting for, son. You pus dhe beac on,
over there—and Fll put it on over here."

luy War Bonds -ud Slwmpl—-und K"p Them!

REI’“HI.IC STE EE

B, CLEVELAND 1, omn

ROOMING usd . + WAILS o STAPLES
STALNLESS STEELY for FARN axd DAIRY EQUIPMENT

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Aug 1944: 5.
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Honor Roll

At the start of 1944, the American Legion built a wall to identify “Our Boys” in service. By the
end of 1944, a more somber “Honor Roll” had grown to 21 of Our Boys dead. Unknown at the
time, there were another 51 lost who had been connected to Pulaski County through blood or
marriage.

e 4 ¥ o

Legion’s Honor Roll of Service Men

———

picture shows the court house inf
the background and the Centens|

; & : nial stone in the foreground, § i o e ! i b
armed forees, ® just erected by Names are arranged alphabeti- dde n, and wurges that

Legion Commander Charles I‘m;.-..
gleby states that more names will

Pictured above is the new honnr'
roll of Pulaski county men in the

Ameriean Legion Post No. 71. The
board iz on the northeast corner
of the court house lawn, and the

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Feb 1944: 1.

; names any : :
cally, with space after each group | Vhc8 of any other eligible men

i | be turned in hinn,
of letters for additional names. | in to him

15 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips Page 28 of 237
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* k %k % %k

PULASKI COUNTY
HONOR ROLL

World War 11

Richard 8. Freeman, Air
Corps, Killed in plane
crash, February 6, 1941,

J. Raymond King, killed
during training in Aijr
Corps, Febraary 27, 1941,

David Jones, Navy, killed
in action off North Afri-
can  coast, Novewmber 8,
1942,

Ivan Ticwan, gunner on a
. bowber, killed in action
over LEurope, June 235,
1043,

John Hickman, Navy, kill-
o in action in Salerno
battle, on Beptember 11,
1943,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 21 Sep 1944: 2.

15 Jan 2026

| Edward A,

Lyle €. Weiduer, Marine
Corps, killed in action
October 1, 1043,

Edward 1. Osborn, Air
Corps gunner, killed in
action October 8, 19438,

David Williamms, anti-air-
craft, killed in action in
Italy, October 21, 1943,

Elbert R. Howe, Army
Dand, died Novewmber 21,
1943, in England.
Charles Miller, glider div-
ision, killed on mwaneu-
vers, December 3, 1943,
I'IFC Ralph Steffel, infan-
try, died February 24,
1941, of wounds received
February 2 in Italy,
Raymond Robinson, field
artillery, Killed in action
in Italy, March G, 1944,
Liching, Air
Corps, killed in
crash in Italy, March 14,
1044, ;

©2026, Jim Phillips

pane

IR

Corps,

Wayne Deguner, Air

killed  in plane
crish in England, April

20, 1944,

S Sgt, Ora Lo Harrell, Air
Corps, Killed in action in
Farope Marveh 18, 1944,

Albert Ross e, Aie Corps
pilot, Killedd in flight over
Europe in April, 1944,

desse Brown, killed in oae-
tion in Franee, June 27,
HEYS

Havold Havtman, field ar-
tillery, killil in action in
Haly, February 13, 1944,
Mavion  Appel,  Marvine
Ianiders, dicd from wounds
roevetved] i sonthwest 'oaci-
fic July 22, 11944,

LRobert  DBaske, infantry,
killeed in aetion o Franee
in August, 1944,

Robert 1, Fahler, infantry,
Eillead in action in Frauce,
A=t G, 19404,

* Kk Kk Kk Kk
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Our Boys started to come home!

By 1944, some of the veterans had returned home, typically due to battle wounds. The
government had begun providing benefits to its veterans.

rReturmng \}ets
To Be Schooled

| Under provisions of redent legis-
iiution knawn as the G. I.| Bill, any
(World War II veteran| with 90
days or more of activk service
whose education was interrupted
by war service is eligible|for edue-
ational benefits, according to Mrs,
Annabell Mangold, Réd Cross
Home Service secretary. |

: Such veterans are eligible to re-
icmvn at least one year of| schooling
‘m high school, college orr other ed-
ucational institutions \nth addi-
‘tmnnl years dcpen(lmg upon the
\length of war service qn(l school

|suceess. |

'school expenses plus $5

The U. 8. Governmenk will pay
a month
subsistence allowance d $75 a
‘month to veterans \M{h depen-
dents.

All eligible veterans rhuy attend
the school or college of his choice.
Honorable discharges are required.

All persons desir mg‘uddnmnul
information on such | education
benefits may call at the |Red Cross
office located on the sct:und floor
of the Keller building, néxt door to
the telephone office. |

Winamac (IN) Republican 27 Jul 1944: 8.

New Veterans’ Law
Effective Next Week

Veterans of World War 1I in this
area who are unemployed may file
claims. for readjustment allowances
under the G. I Bill of Rights at
the Indiana Employment Security
office “in Logansport, 408% E.
Broadway, Gordon E. Vertz, man-
ager, said this week.

In Indiana, the readjustment al-

The allowance for a totally un-
employed veteran who qualifies is
$20 a week. A partially employed
yeteran, with earnings of less than
$20, may claim partial allowance.
Depending upon the length of ser-
vice, unemployed veterans may re-
celve up to 52 weeks for readjust-
ment allowances.

Every veteran who files for read-
justment allowances will be regis-
tered for work with the United Sta-
tes Employment Service.

lowances feature of the bill goes
into effect in the week beginning'
September 10, 1944, Mr. Vertz said. |

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Sep 1944: 8.

1Allowcmce For
JoblessVeteran

} Lnemployed World War II vet-!

‘ruanu in Pulaski county may fi

le|

claims for rLu(l;usLmtnt allowances |
beginning Sept. 10, in the Indmn:u
| Employment Qu:unty office in Lo- .
' gansport, Gordon E. Vertz, m'm.t-}
ger, announced yesterday.

The allowance for a totally un-
cmp]uycd veteran who gualifies is
%20 a week.. A partially employed
| veteran, with earnings of less than
}$ZU a week may claim a partial
|allowance.

Unemployed veterans may re-
{eeive up to 62 weeks for readjust-

‘mcnt allowances, depending upon

the length of their service, Every
veteran who files-for readjustment
tallowanees will be registered for
\\mk with the United States Em-
ployment Service.

Mr. Vertz said that applications

may be made to the Logansport
office by mail, but veterans must
make personal visits to the office

when asked to do so.

Winamac (IN) Republican 7 Sep 1944: 1.
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1944: In the Thick of It - Community Climate

News for the Future

There were events, great and small, that were unknown to residents of Pulaski County in 1944
but would prove important in the future.

In January, the Battle of Monte Cassino began. The Allies assumed that German artillery was
directed from this eight-century-old mountaintop monastery. Therefore, the monastery was
demolished, after which it was discovered that it was not the case.

Hungarian Jews were starting to be deported to the concentration camp at Auschwitz in
Poland. Hiding in Amsterdam, Ann Frank’s family was discovered, arrested, and sent to
Auschwitz; she and her sister were soon transferred to the concentration camp at Bergen-
Belsen in Germany, where she died in 1945, aged 15.

In August, the foundation of the United Nations was laid by representatives from the U.S.,
Britain, China, France, and the Soviet Union.

The Battle of Leyte Gulf near the Philippines was the largest and last naval battle of World War
I, and a victory for the Allies.
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The popular music of 1944 included:

Pistol Packin' Mama Al Dexter In the Blue of the Evening Tommy Dorsey & Frank Sinatra
Pistol Packin' Mama Bing Crosby & The Andrews Sisters All or Nothing at All  Frank Sinatra

Paper Doll The Mills Brothers For Me & My Gal Judy Garland & Gene Kelly

You'll Never Know  Dick Haymes Oh, What a Beautiful Mornin'  Bing Crosby & Trudy Erwin

I've Heard That Song Before Harry James with Helen Forrest You'd Be So Nice to Come Home to Dinah Shore
Sunday, Monday or Always Bing Crosby Brazil (Aquarela do Brasil) Xavier Cugat

That Old Black Magic Glenn Miller Don't Get Around Much Anymore Duke Ellington

As Time Goes By Rudy Vallee People Will Say We're in Love  Bing Crosby & Trudy Erwin
Comin'in on a Wing & a Prayer The Song Spinners Why Don't You Fall In Love With Me? Dinah Shore

Taking A Chance On Love Benny Goodman It Can't Be Wrong Dick Haymes

The most popular movies of 1944 were:

Going My Way Bing Crosby

Meet Me in St. Louis Judy Garland

Since You Went Away Claudette Colbert, Jennifer Jones, Joseph Cotten, Shirley Temple
Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo Van Johnson, Robert Walker, Spencer Tracy

The Story of Dr. Wassell Gary Cooper, Laraine Day

The White Cliffs of Dover Irene Dunne

A Guy Named Joe Spencer Tracy, Irene Dunne

Hollywood Canteen Joan Leslie, Robert Hutton, Dane Clark

To Have and Have Not Humphrey Bogart, Walter Brennan, Lauren Bacall
Bathing Beauty Red Skelton, Esther Williams
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Charles David “Buck” Ginn
Buck’s plane was found in India 62 years after it crashed.

Born: 1/2/1922

Entered: 12/30/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,15084114,SSGT

Medals: Air Medal, Distinguished Flying Cross, Purple Heart
Died: 1/25/1944

Parents: William Uriel "Jack" and Ruth Ester Knecht Ginn

On 25 January 1944, Buck Ginn, 24, was reported missing in action as engineer of a B-24
Liberator bomber on a flight from China to India. Two years later, he was declared dead. He
served 37 months, including in the Pacific war zone. He was awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross, the Air Medal, and the Purple Heart. He had an uncle in Winamac. He was memorialized
on the Walls of the Missing, Manila American Cemetery, Taguig City, Philippines.

On 7 December 2006, his plane, B-24]) #42-73308, was located in Damrah, Arunachal Pradesh,
India. His body was likely at the scene of the crash.

Missing on Flight to India—

Mr. .and Mys. J. H. McKinsey
have received word that their
nephew, S.-Sgt.- Charles David
Ginn of Frankfort, is missine in
flight from China to India since
Jan. 265,

Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Feb 1944: 1.

Buck Ginn (Collection of B24CoPilotNiece) -
findagrave.com/memorial/56770276/charles-david-ginn#view-
photo=131768664.
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- . %, 'U;,_
Buck Ginn (Kneeling right) (Collection of B24CoPilotNiece) - findagrave.com/memorial/56770276/charles-david-gi

nn#view-photo=131721077.
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Cameron Neil Somsel
In a recent letter sent home, Cameron reported 10 successful bombing runs.

Born: 2/20/1924

Entered: 8/19/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,16085547,SSGT
Medals: Air Medal, Purple Heart
Died: 1/25/1944

Parents: Harvey Othnel and Alice Hester Brewer Somsel

On 25 January 1944, Cameron Somsel, 20, was killed in action in the Pacific war zone. He was
awarded the Air Medal and the Purple Heart. His family formerly resided in Medaryville. He
was memorialized on the Walls of Missing in Action at the Manila American Cemetery in Taguig
City, Philippines.

Killed in Pacific Action—

Mich. Pilot Dics In Action : - '

Margie Long of Medaryville yre-

Manistee. Feb, 2 (UT) S/ Serf i’('i.\'('([ A letter this week from Mrs. -
. Alice Somsel of Borthern, Mich,,

::I — — allachec Lo Lhe stating that her son, Cammeron
\ir Foree bamber squadran known Somsel, was killed in action Juan-
s the “Rough Riders,” was killen vary 25; in‘the Pacific war zone.
n action January 25 in the Ni Mre. Sm.nsel and family were foy-
Guinea arca, his parents, Mr, and mertesidents wr Mediryvilie:
-.[1 . ”r“ f " r|~l"| ; [ I'-'l the e Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Feb 1944: 1.

"-:li':._ woere advised Vesteraay
the War Department. - )
Eradunts f Ihekson

Bretheren, told in recent letters o

acks on Japanese positin

Petoskey (MI) News-Review 2 Feb 1944: 3.

Webpage (newspapers.com).
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Charles Milton Caster

According to the 1934-1936 California Voter Registration, Charles Caster was a printer in
Bakersfield, CA, and according to the 1941 and 1944 Bakersfield City Directories, he was a
mechanic.

Born: 12/15/1904

Entered: 2/20/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,39020056,SSGT
Died: 2/1/1944

Parents: Charles M and Susie R. Cronson Caster

On 1 February 1944, Charles Caster, 40, was killed in a motorcycle accident in Bakersfield, CA.
He served 24 months. He had a married sister living in Star City. He was buried in Greenlawn
Cemetery and Mortuary, Bakersfield, CA.

Killed in Accident —

Mrs. 0. G. Kelley of Star City
received -a telegram Jast week in-
forming her of the ‘death of her
brother, 8.8gt. Charles Castor. He'
'was theé vietim of a motorevele ac-
|cident at Baker Field, Cal.

Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Feb 1944: 1.
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Richard James Roth

Once before he died, Richard, a bombardier, got to see his daughter through his bombsight as
his plane flew over Pulaski during a training flight.

Born: 3/17/1917

Entered: 3/22/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USACC,15080200/0-739117,1LT
Medal: Air Medal

Died: 2/3/1944

Spouse: Dorothy I. Fox Roth
Parents: William Theodore and Gertrude Mary Senn Roth

On 3 February 1944, Richard Roth, 27, initially reported as missing in action, was killed as the
plane on which he was bombardier collided with another over the North Sea. The plane was
returning to England after bombing Wilhelmshaven, Germany. He was awarded the Air Medal
and the Purple Heart. He served 18 months, including 8 months in the European war zone. He
was from Winamac. He was buried at the Tablets of the Missing at the Cambridge American
Cemetery in Cambridge, England. He was married with one child.

|5
Lt. Richard Roth flew over Wl;l-
amac and the homes of relativgs
‘U! l) ON PAGE TWO)

Service

wdhﬁuumn_ SROM PAGE ONIE)

tar City vlclnlty Sunday
~between five and Iive-
irty in a B17 Flying Fortress.
‘uﬁb ‘bomber circled the home
f his parents, Mr. and Mrs, Wil-
liam Roth, then went on to circle
15 Eﬁw'hrd ¥ox ‘home where his
e and baby live. Relatives wi x"b
secting the call as he had t
Oned that morning from Nebms—‘

which went to Baer Fleld,
- Wayne, then continued to

Lt. mehaﬁd Rot& bombnrdltr in
the - European theateér, son of Bangur Me.: . ; <
Mr. and Mrs, ‘Willilam Roth’ of i =
‘Pulaskl. His wife ls the ror-
mer Miss Dorothy Fox,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Sep 1943: 1.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Jun 1943: 1&2.
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LT. . ROTH FLIES
OVER HOME PLACE

The William Roth family in In-
dian Creek township received quite
a thrill Sunday afternoon when
their son, Lt. Richard Roth, flew
his bomber and, complete crew over
their farm several times and
dropped a message to them. Al-
though he could not land the
plane, he was flying low enough

that the family got a glimpse

of him.

Winamac (IN) Republican 17 Jun 1943: 1.

PulaskiManls

Bombardier in
DangerousFlight

“Lady Anne, the battered fort- |

chester, N. H., was leaking gaso-

the Lady Anne pulled out of the
flight and went on alone to bomb
the target. Alone the Lady Anne
knocked down Nazi fighters before

returned safely to England.” This
is the dangerous mission in which
Lt. Richard Roth of Pulaski, bom-
bardier of the Lady Anne, took
part.

The story told in an item from

Lt. Rotb's wife, the former Miss
Dorothy Fox. “Pilot LaCasse told
about the job. Flack was heavy
and at one point more than a hund-
red fighters jumped up. ‘They
came from all positions,” he said,
‘and a 20 mm shell went through
one wing, tearing through a gas
tank.

“ ‘Gasoline was leaking all over
| and there was lots of danger of
our blowing up, so rather than
risk the necks of any of the others
in our formation, we decided {o
leave and take our chances alone
with those fighters.

“ ‘That was when we started
| playing peeksa-boo with them
| through the clouds. Every time
we came out of a cloud, a bunch of

ress of Lt. Leo LaCasse of Man- |

line. He thought it might blow up |
in the tight flying formation. Seo |

and after blasting the target, and !

an English newspaper received by |

| ey dropped our bombs and |
‘:umckui hell out of that German
| place. Then we headed home, |
‘ughur:, still chasing us all over
xlu sky. It was some battle. The
tunu gunner blew some of the
‘[Ighlgrﬂ right out of the world,
and 1 think he might have gotten
some more, but there wasn't time
| to check on that.
“ ‘At last we came out into the
| elear blue sky near the European
coast, and only three of those
fighters were tailing us. So I dove
! Lady Anne, straight to the ground,
! shook them off and came on home.’

LaCasse didn’t add that one of
Lady Anne's engine's was com-
pletely gone, another on the blink,
tbmh ailerons were blown off and

numerous big holes made the Fort-

ress look like a seive,

I “All that happened on the sec-
ond successive day of bombing by
the Lady Anne. Attacked by. fight-
ers over the German coast on the
Eflrul day, the oxygen system was
knocked out. LaCasse, dazed for
a while, turned his ship over to
the co-pilot, Lt. Herbert Heuser
of Gary. Later he took over and,
Fin gpite of four cannon holes in
| one wing, one hole in anotker and
In gasoline fank knocked out, went
on to the target. The plane added
her bombs to the others dropped
from that formation, which com-
pletely destroyed a German fight-
er plane factory, and returned to
the base for repairs and nnolher
day of activity.”

The ten men who make up tho
crew come from Indiana, Wiscon-
sin, Texas, New York, Pennsyl-
vania, New Jersey, North Carolina
and New Hampshire. |

‘[them were waiting, so we'd tw

| sel a little, then go on to the next|

{ cloud, until we got to the targetl.

\
|

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Oct 1943: 4.
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REPORTED “MISSING”

ONHIS 25TH RAID

Mr. and Mrs *William
vicinity

Roth of
reeeived a

[eablegram Feb, 3 stating that their

i_':-aun. Lt

Richard Roth, was miss-

(ing in action over European terri-

tory. -Monday they
letter ' confirming the
saying that he

received a
cablegram,
was missing over

‘the North Sea.

|

{

i
!

:On his return

;in the Star City vicinity.

Lt. Roth had bccq“ stationed in

England since May. He was a
bombardier on a flying fortress
and this was his 25th mission.

. e ¥
from this mission
he was to receive a furlough and

‘he hoped to arrive home in time

to cclebrate his
March 17.

His wife, the former Miss Doro-
thy Fox, and their 14 month old

daughter- reside with her parents
The

27th birthday,

jonly time It. Roth has seen his

child was when he saw her through
‘his bomb  sight as he flew over
home. S was five months old

at th(' ti i 1

Winamac (IN) Republican 24 Feb 1944: 1.
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[A nephew tries to reassure his uncle and

aunt of his cousin’s status.]
Airman Reported |
*Miecine” Visits
! Relatives Here

| A tail gunner in an American
airplane who was shot down in
the European war theater last
iSeptember and reported “missing
/in action” a few days later, but
lwho wrote a letter to his family
(the fore part of January to #state
‘that he was safe and sound, visit-
'_ed relatives here over Sunday.
| He is Ivan Schrader oi Peoria,
(11, nephew of Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
[liam Roth of Winamae. Numerous
jaicquaintances hereabout, gained
by Ivan while visiting on the Roth
ifarm in Indian Creek township,
'know him as “Butch.” He made
!the trip here with his cousin, Vin-
centi Roth, now attending watch-
| makers’ school at Peoria, who
Ispent Sunday with the home folks.
- Ivan reveals no military-secrets
in connection with his experience.
He and his companions bailed out
of the plane from a height of
26,000 feet, he sald, after it had
been seriously damaged by enemy
fire. He added that he “lit in a/
cabbage patch then ran Jike hell.”
The location of the cabbage patch,
and how he got back to this coun-
try, are all parts of the untold
story. _ ,
His safe return  is of particular
interest to the Roth family, since
word reached here on February!
15 that their son Richard, a bom-|
bardier, was missing in action.
The home folks are cheered by |
the fact that his cousin, similarly|
reported, escaped wthout a scratch |
and was able to write home four
months later, |

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Mar 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026
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E In a letter received this week
from Major General J. A. Ulia by
' Mr. and Mys. William Roth, the
i War Department revealed it had
given up hope for Lieut. Richard
'J. Roth, who was reported missing
in action on February 3, 1944.

i The letter said, in part, “The
record concerning vour son shows
that he was a crew member of a
'B-17 (Flying Fortress) aireraft
. which took part in a successful
bombardment mission over Wilhel-
~mshaven, Germany on February
3, 1944.

“His plane was damaged in a|
collision with another aireraft of
the same squadron over the North(
Sea. It continued on its course for!
sometime, but eventually droppod§
out of formation and was last!
sighted about 50 miles northeast
of Cromer, England. Intensive.
search by both the British and:
American Air Sea Rescue Service'
failed to reveal any trace of the
plane or its crew. ;

“In view of the fact that twelve
months kave now expired without
the receipt of evidence to cupport
a continued presumption of sor-
vival. the War Department st
terminate such absence by a per-
sumptive finding of death.

Winamac (IN) Republican 15 Feb 1945: 1.
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[Sadly, the nephew died a year later.]

Nephew Killed '

S/Sgt. Ivan Schrader of Peorln.l.
1., & nephew of Willlam Roth of |
Winamac, was killed in action over|
northern Italy on April 20, rela-i

tives have been informed. A gun-
ner on a B-17, he had previously
been reported missing, - - . .

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Jul 1945: 1.
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1944: In the Thick of It — The Dead

Harold Alfred Hartman

While his picture appeared in the July 27 issue of the Democrat, Harold was missing in action in
February.

Born: 2/25/1921

Entered: 2/4/1943

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35090727,PFC
Died: 2/13/1944

Spouse: Dorothy Lizenby Hartmann
Parents: Herman Albert "Albert" and Anna Kotschke Hartman IL

On 13 February 1944, Harold Hartman, 23, after being reported missing, was killed in action in
Italy. He served 12 months, including 4 months in the North African and European war zones.
He lived in Denham and Medaryville. He was buried in the Denham Cemetery. He was married
with a child.

Mrs. Dorothy Hartman was in-
formed that her' hsuband, Harold
Hartman, has been missing in ac-
tion since February. Hartmann’s
father, Albert Hartmann, who now
resides in Chicago, is a former res-
ident of near Denham.

Other details of the report were
lacking because Mrs. Hartmann,
the daughter of Mr, and Mrs.
Perry Lizenby of near Medary-
ville, is in Chicago.

Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Aug 1944: 1.

Pvt Harold Hurtmtn. ln ﬁald_
artillery In Italy, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Albert Hartman, for-
. merly of Denham. His wife

. wag Dorothr ﬁl‘n‘br ot llo-'
umm.‘ A ‘: ad h_. A ;

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Jul 1944: 1.
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iMedaryville Man,
EReported Missing,
‘Now Listed Killed

|

|
\
|
|

I
|
\
i
|
\
|
|
\
|
|

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Aug 1944: 1.

PVT. HAROLD HARTMAN.

15 Jan 2026

| /Mrs, Dorothy Hartman of Me-|
"daryville received word this week
| from the War Department that her
[hnnhnnd. Pvt. Harold Hartman, was
{Killed In aetion in Italy on Febru.
lnry 13., She had been notified pre-
!v!o\lnly that he was missing. |
| Twenty-three years old, he is a
| son of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Hart-
.man of Chicago, former residents
rof Denham, He spent most of his|
ilife In this county. On March 2,|

1941, he was married to Miss Dor-|
iothy Lizenby at Medaryville, A
| brother Henry is on duty in the
I southwest Pacifie.

©2026, Jim Phillips
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Robert Warren “Bob” Gustin

Bob’s momma donates blood on the first anniversary of his death.

Born: 10/19/1923
Entered: 3/1/1943?
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,PFC
Medal: Purple Heart
Died: 2/20/1944

Parents: Marion EImo "Elmo" and Ada Fern Parker Gustin

On 20 February 1944, Bob Gustin, 20, initially reported as missing in action, was killed in Italy.
He served for 11 months, including 5 months in the European war zone. He was posthumously
awarded the Purple Heart. He lived most of his life in Winamac. He was buried in the
Cemetery in Elwood.

MAIL BAG

The Call-Leader All-Star

game to be played Monday,
uly 22, can now claim a sup-
porter from as northern a point

as Winamac, Indiana: Bob Gus- -

tin, a former resident of thé
city and a softball fan of the
highest degree, has takén up
his residence in Winamae  but
still follows the softball wars
with enjoyment.

As you may recall his father, .

Elmo Gustin, was the nice
tleman who sent his basketball
picks from New York City and
other far points.

Bob's letter goes in part:
“Dear Jim: :

I .am sending in my choice of
B}ayers for the All-Star team,

e take the paper up here and
I follow the league .standings
every day,

Personally, I think the Aure-
lius A. C. will make a comeback
and join the ones in the top of
the stang@nga. .

in

ncerely yours,
Hohert (sustin
P. S—You can put this in the

paper if you want to."
- L L]

Pfe. Robert Gustin, 20 years
old,. son .of -Mr.—and Mrs. Elmo|
Gustin of Elwood, former Wina-
mac residents, was killed in action
in Italy recently, according to a
letter received this week by Eart
D. Roudebush from the father.

Young Gustin graduated from
|| Winamae ‘high school in 1941.
The family lived here three years
ago when the father was associat-
ed in business with John Russell.
Mr. Gustin is a brigadier-general
of the Indiana Odd Fellows Lodge.
- The parents and two grand-
mothers, Mrs. Carrie Gustin of
Elwood, and Mrs. Charles Parker
of Kokomo, survive.,

Dies In ltaly

PFC. ROBERT GUSTIN

Winamac (IN) Republican 8 Jun 1944: 1.

| Mrs. Elmo Gustin gave a pint
of blood in mémcry of hir son,
Pf:. Robert Gustin} who gave his
life for his country.
(Elwood IN) Call-Leader 19 Feb 1945: 1.

Webpage (newspapers.com).

(Elwood IN) Call-Leader 12 Jul 1940: 5.

Webpage (newspapers.com).
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Nemo Conceil Hancock, Jr.
Nemo was wounded nine months before his death.

Born: 11/1/1922

Entered: 12/30/1941
Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,349131,PFC
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 2/20/1944

Parents: Nemo C. and Effie Lorraine Puckett Hancock

On 20 February 1944, Nemo Hancock, 21, drowned in the Solomon Islands, likely on Russell
Island near Guadalcanal. He served 27 months, including 25 months in the Pacific war zone.
He was awarded the Purple Heart. He was known in Winamac based on visits to an aunt. He
was buried in Fairview Cemetery in Tipton.

Picture in St p,

This morning’'s Indianapolis
Star carried 3 picture of four U.
S. marines on Rendova Island in
the Solomons, who are credited
with shooting down the first Jap
plane there.

Included is Nema Hancock,
Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Nema
Hancock of this city. The young
man was recently reported
wounded in action, and the fam-
ily has not heard from him since
that report.

In a letter prior to the an-
nouncement of his injury, young
Hancock told his parents his pic-
ture would appear in the Star.
The picture appearing today is
apparently the one to whiech he
referred and was probably taken
before he was wounded.

-

Nemo Hancock (Collection of AnnaMSheets) -
ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/85519582/person/34523791535/me

dia/4eb73ele-396a-49e8-81d7-7e173d510f66 Tipton (IN) Daily Tribune 16 Aug 1943: 4.
Webpage (newspapers.com).
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Hoosier Helps Down First Jap Attack Plane

Indianapolis (IN) Star 16 Aug 1943: 10.
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1944-02-21 - Nemo's death - vetrecs.archives.org.
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He hos

Marine Related Here
Drowns in South Pacific

Mrs. Stella Reading, west of
Winamac, has received word that
her nephew, PFC Nemo Hancock
of the Marines, was drowned in
the Southwest Pacific area, where
he had been stationed for nearly
three years.. His parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Nemo Hancock Sr. of Tipton,
received a telegram Tuesday from
the War Department which gave
no detailg, but stated that a let-
ter would follow. He was wounded
in combat last Jyly 2, and the last
letter received by his parents was
dated February 15. A brother of
the young Marine, William Han-
cock, has returned to the states
after nearly three years in the
Southwest Pacific with the Sea-
bees, and is now at Madison, Wis.
The young men, only children of
Mr. and Mrs. Hancock, are known
here through visits in the Read-
ing home. Their mother formerly
| ived in Franklin township.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Mar 1944: 1.
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CAPTAIN.

(Continued From Page 1).

“Although he was wounded
in action at the time, he con-
tinued his duties with the out-
‘fit, never uttering a word of
‘eomplaint.

“I took great pride in the
group of men from the begin-
ning; and as you know by nowf
[

CAPTAIN LAUDS
NEMO HANGOCK

Letter to Parents
Tells of Their Son’s
War Accomplishments

‘ i tself.

A letter recently was re- u'tf#o“' son always did his job
ceived by Mr. and Mrs. Nemo well, and you have every rea-
Hancock, Sr., from B. F. James, son in the world to be very/
navy chaplain, who officiated at proud of him. He won the re-
rites for their son, Nemo Han- Spect of his fellow crew mem-
cock, Jr., who died in the Pa- ‘bers, and was well liked by all
cific war theater. of the 03‘:;":. :eﬁew

The letter contained a kud umlkl

description of the burial of (hell‘{ “I do h"?’ this letter has been
son, Plc. | [Nemn  Hancock) 1t |Of some comfort to you; and if
stated that he was buried on | there is anythlnz that I can do.
February 20, at 2:27 p. m. It do not “to write
also expressed the personal re-
gret of Pfc. Hancock's batt.ery
as a result of his death.

Another letter also was re-
ceived from Capt. William A.
Buckingham, of the marine
corps. It read as follows: *
“My dear Mr. and Mrs. Han-

cock:

“It was my privilege to com-
mand the platoon in which your
son, Nemo. seved so well at
Rendova.

(Continued on Page 6).

Tipton (IN) Daily Tribune 24 May 1944: 1&6.

' me.
“Very sincerelv,
“WM. A. BUCKINGHAM.
“Captain. U. S. M. C. R."”
— |

Webpage (newspapers.com).

Memories of Former Students wimaiimst e 2
e bWt e B,

. , 3B, er
Remaln With Today’s Youth  &°F o B
. doubtedly know better than
By MARY JANE O'BANION ‘wost of the instructors the strain
. nnmad Barnes, Robert James Corwin, Dayton Dugan, Claud land time it takes for the return-
Galser, Floyd Griggs, Nemo H.nncoek w.T]r James Hannah, Joe|ing recent veterans to becomc

James, Herbert Jones, d W, &fanlove, Robert mw u 'm and school
Harold Martin, Clrl Frederic Nieman, Willlam Earl Life. : -
| Plake, .\‘olg\ Rogers, Robert Spradling, l{enchcl Shinhronk and| " pe- Stemen, through funds

one Is dear and each
special meaning for
star names of
of the instruc-
of the high
ree attended,

l'mm]lhma who will not re-

'Dl'yhm .someone dug Lhe

‘Doctrine * from Amer-

's past diplomatle greatness
1hil nation assumed secure-

u—lnumlul urhrdmlm

Regardless .these and

wm&:mhu&tnm

to be more easily stus
adults of tomorrow have not
forgotten thend:_-esu!ts of those

turn, and
must take fafth in' th
and thelr generation and hope
and determination that this nu-
tion will be even greater ‘and
more liberty-loving as it con-
tinues Its future dealings with
the world of many nations.

.. . Forgotten Much .

It may seem to some of us
that the younger generation has
fargotten much of the past six| ba

yuars. i
Ten years ago would bite

deeply into the memory of to-
day’s youth. | who
_ Under can not
remember the early rumblings
and the beginning of World
Wuﬂwhankm"mpu

war” and Americs was not go-
ln(lnﬂ‘h‘llt 5 i

dipl physical strug-
[le‘l.
Taste Life of Those Before
During the time ’‘teen-agers
are in service for their country,
they will taste some of the life
'of those before them.
|their older brothers put nirk
/their zoot suits and jlmrhuz
|in¢ to hot licks from name
bands to become warriors,
| They credited themselves with
| heroes of Valley Forge, Gettys-
| burgh, and with their fathers
fought in World War I.
'The youth of yestbrday proved
themselves, Now this natlon
must help the youth of today,
after years of neglect, to find|
its place in the world if we lnl
to remain great.

(Continued from Page 1)
by Mr. Cline. The plagque was
hung in tie high school hall |
Mr. Cline reported |
that 627 students of the Tipton |
school are veterans of
‘World War II—Nineteen of them

crusts the top of the plaque.
From the eagle's feet are draped
two gold palm leaves and under
it, just above the glass enclosed,

thick, gold name
plates is written, “In Memoriam
‘World War IL"

The wooden and gold plaque
is a fitting memorial from stu-
dents whose friends' names of
latter school days rest side by
side in gold. It is also fitting
that this nation lead its youth
gently but firmly to their place
in the world for they have the
&mx of two generations b.ef.ore

m.

Tipton (IN) Daily Tribune 26 Oct 1946: 1&6. Webpage (newspapers.com).
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Ralph Fredrick Steffel

1944: In the Thick of It — The Dead

Ralph was a star basketball player and the first of three Francesville boys to die within three

weeks of each other.

Born: 5/13/1918
Entered: 10/9/1940

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,15059736,PFC

Medal: Purple Heart
Died: 2/24/1944

Parents: James and Mary Belle Harper Steffel

On 24 February 1944, Ralph Steffel, 25, died of wounds in a hospital incurred on February 2 in
Sicily. He was awarded the Purple Heart. He was a native of Francesville. He served 41
months, including 16 months in the North Africa and European war zone. He was from
Francesville. He was buried in Roseland Cemetery in Francesville.

Soldier from i
Here Loses -
Life in Italy

PFC Ralph Steffel of the
Francesville vicinity died February
24 in a hospital in Italy from
wounds received February 2, in
action. Ilis parents, Mr. and Mrs.
James Steffel, living west of

Francesville, were notified of his

death Tuesday by a telegram frym
the War Department.

The young man, a native of the
Francesville community, had spent
all his life there until entering
the Army. He would have been

|twenty-six years of age next May
113. After enlisting in the Army on

October 8, 1940, in Jasper county,
he was sent overseas with the
infantry in October of 1942, He
was wounded in Tunisia on Aprll‘
7 of last year. Following four
months’ hospitalization, he return-
ed to active duty and took part in
the original invasion of Italy. |

PFC Steffel was a graduate of

Francesville high school, where he
was active in basketball and 4-H
club work. Surviving are the par-
ents and six brothers and sisters—
Mrs. Kathryn Driespentrog of
Shabbona, 111, James, Frank, Mil-
dred, Dorothy and Phyllis, at home,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Mar 1944: 1.

Ralph Steffel (Collection of Richard Blunk) -
findagrave.com/memorial/145107571/ralph-fredrick-
steffelt#tview-photo=268675255
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Howard Macklin Blomberg
Howard had just earned his wings two months before.

Born: 12/25/1921

Entered: 8/10/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,16080699,2LT
Died: 3/4/1944

Spouse: Gertrude Rater Blomberg
Parents: Paul Stanley and Thelma "Talma" Bertine Torgersen Blomberg

On 4 March 1944, Howard Blomberg, 23, died in a plane crash at Tallahassee, FL. He served 19
months. His wife was from Denham. He was buried in Fairmont Willow Hills Cemetery in
Willow Springs, IL. He was married.

FIGHTER PILOT Killed in Plane Crash
FROM CHICAG(_} Mr. and Mrs. John Rater of

Denham received word this week

DIES ’N CRASH of the death of their son-in-law,

3. 1 anmani 3. iimbira’ sk ok Air Cadet Howard Blomberg, in
Mr. an Paul S. Blomberg. 7049 a plane crash. at Tallahassee, Fla.
Indiana av. was Mrs. Blomberg is the former Missg
killed last Satur- Gertrude Rater. A/C Blomberg
day in a crash of ‘was from Chicago, and® funeral ar-
his plane at Dale rangements will be made after the
Mabry field, Tal- arrival of the body in Chicago.
lahassee, Fla., his :
paren ts have Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Mar 1944: 1.
been notified, A
{ fighter pllot, he
. was commis-
~ sioned on Dec. 5,
. at Moore field,
Mission, Tex. He
u- H. M. .’-b'“ was a graduate
of Parker High
school and was married to the for-
mer Gertrude Rater, Chicago, A
brother, Pvi, Paul S. Blomberg Jr.,
Keesler field, Biloxi, Miss., also sur- |
vives, |

Chicago (IL) Tribune 8 Mar 1944: 7. Webpage (newspapers.com).
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1944: In the Thick of It — The Dead

Albert Charles “Junior” McLochlin Jr.

Upon learning of Junior’s death, his aunt made efforts to locate his father, working in South
Bend.

Born: 8/30/1924

Entered: 9/2/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,15331134,PVT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 3/4/1944

Parents: Albert Charles (Mabel Emma Musselman[deceased]) McLochlin

On 4 March 1944, Junior McLochlin, 19, was killed in action during the invasion of Los Negros in
the Admiralty Islands. He was awarded the Purple Heart. He served 18 months, including

8 months in the Pacific war zone. His parents formerly lived in Star City. He was buried in St.
Anne's Cemetery in Kewanna.

PRIVATE MeLOCHLIN

Pvt. Albert Charles McLochlin,
189, of the U. 8. cavalry, lost his
life in action March 4 in the in-
vasion of Los Negros, Admiralty
island, Southwest Pacific. The
message came to his aunt, Mrs.
William Scheetz, with whom he
had been living since he was nine.

Born in Fulton county, he lost
his mother before he was three
years old, after which he resided
with wvarious relatives until he
came to the home of Mr. and
Mrs. Scheetz, He =attended St.
Boniface school; graduated from
Stockwell high school in 1942, and
worked that summer on the state
highway cut-off back of Ross
sanatorium, before entering ser-
vice Sept. 1, 1942, He arrived in

Australia last July 1. His father,
Alhert Melachlin| lives in South
Bend.

v

(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 18 Apr 1944: 1.

Webpage (newspapers.com).

Junior McLochlin (Collection of pmclark) - ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/2949630/person/6153463668/medi
a/299e748d-2375-44da-9e85-e8bal7434ff3
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[His death was not mentioned in the local
weeklies at the time.]

Killed in Pacific :

Final rites for Pvt. Albert C.
| MeLochlin were held Saturday at
'St. Ann's church in Kewanna. The
'Rev, Edward Holland officiated,
‘and military ceremonies were con-
“diftted by Don Moore post of the
American Legion,

The young soldier, nineteen
years of age at the time of his
death, was a son of Albert Me-
Lochlin of the Star City vieinity.
Other survivors Ineclude  step-
mother and several aunts and
unfles.

He was killed in action during
the Invasion of Los Negros, in the
Admiralty Islands, on March 4,
1944, Having entered service on
Aug. 30, 1942, he served with the|
IMirst Cavalry division under Gen-
eral Wainright.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Jul 1949: 1.
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1944: In the Thick of It — The Dead

Raymond Keith Robinson

Killed on the Monte Cassino battlefield, Raymond was married for five days when he entered,
and the second of three Francesville boys to die within three weeks of each other.

Born: 9/22/1918

Entered: 7/18/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35164679,SGT or T/5

Medals: Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal, Purple Heart
Died: 3/6/1944

Spouse: llene Holl Robinson
Parents: True lvel Orville and Hazel Lowry Robinson

On 6 March 1944, Raymond Robinson, 25, was killed in action in Cascina, Italy. He served 45
months, including about 12 months in the European war zone. He lived in Francesville. He was
buried in Roseland Cemetery in Francesville. He was married.

War in ltaly
Takes Another
West Side Boy

Cpl. Raymond Robinson

Killed in Action; Wife /

Lives in Medaryville

Cpl. Raymond Robinson, son of
Mr. and Mrs. True Robinson of
the Francesville vicinity, was
killed in action in Italy on March,
6, it was revealed in a message
from the war department, received
last evening by the parents.

The soldier was twenty-five
years of age last September. Just

West Side Casualty

Sgt. Raymond Robinson, over-
seas with the field artillery,
son of Mr, and Mrs. True Rob-
inson of Francesville. Mrs,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Jun 1943: 1.

&

15 Jan 2026

previous to his entrance into the
Army two years ago last July he
was married to Miss Ilene Holl,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Holl of Medaryville, in a ceremony
solemnized at the Evangelical par-
sonage In Francesville. The wife
lives at Medaryville.

CPL. RAYMOND ROBINSON

A native of the Francesville vi-
cinity, Cpl. Robinson spent all of
his life there until leaving for
Army service. He was a graduate
of the Francesville high school,
in the class of 1936. Surviving,
besides the wife and parents, is
one brother, Wayne Robinson, liv-
ing at home.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Mar 1944: 1.
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William Martin "Nick" Wason
A year into service, Nick was killed without seeing his baby daughter.

Born: 5/11/1911

Entered: 3/6/1943

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,36476004,PFC
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 3/9/1944

Spouse: Ellen Elizabeth "Betty" Wason
Parents: William B. and Celia Newcomer Wason

On 9 Mar 1944, Nick, 32, was killed in action on Bougainville Island. He served 12 months,
including in the Pacific war zone. He was awarded the Purple Heart. He had relatives in Pulaski
County. He was married with children. He was buried at Fort William McKinley/Manila
American Cemetery in Manila, Philippines.

Pvt. Wm.|Wason,
Delphy, Is

William Ilﬁ that their hus-
band and son, Pfc. William (Nick)
ir.. U. 8. army, was killed
in defense of Bougainville island,
Pacific theater of war, March 9.
Private is survivied by the
widow, parents and a baby daugh-
ter, Joan, whom he had mnever
seen. Two brothers, George, Car-
roll county deputy auditor, and
Raobert, Indianapolis also sur-
vive, along with a sister, Mrs.
Charles Bowen, Champaign, IlL
\'

(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 30 Mar 1944: 11. Website (newspapers.com).
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1944: In the Thick of It — The Dead

Edward Albert “Eddie” Liebing
Eddie was the last of three Francesville boys to die within three weeks of each other.

Born: 11/12/1920

Entered: 3/19/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,0-736264,1LT
Medals: Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal
Died: 3/16/1944

Parents: Johanna A. Schubert (Carl Albert[deceased]) Liebing

On 16 Mar 1944, Eddie Liebing, 23, was killed in action piloting a P-47 Thunderbolt fighter in
Italy. He served 23 months, including in North African and European war zones. He had moved
to Francesville as a child. He was buried in Roseland Cemetery in Francesville.

Plane Crash  _JVar Casualty
Is Fatal to  *
County Pilot

Lt. Edward Liebing of
Francesville Killed i
Somewhere in Italy

War took ‘another Pulaskl coun-
ty young man when Lt. Edward
Liebing of Francesville was killed
in a plane ecrash somewhere in B
Italy on March 16. This word was ' |
received Saturday in a telegram
from ' the War Department - sent
to his mother, Mrs. Johanna Lfeb-
ing of Hart,” Mich,

The young man, twenty-thres
years old, wps born November 12, LT. EDWARD LIEBING
1020, coming to Francesville from
! Detroit when he was ten yenrs
old. He graduated from the Fran- Surviving are his mother, bro-
cesville high schodl in 1939, and thers Pvt. Richard’ Liebing of
enlisted in the Alr Corps In April | Foster Field, Texas, Philip and
of 1942, After receiving training Arthur and =sister Lydia Lou, all
in California, Lt. Liebing.served In  at the home in Hart, to which
both the African and Itallan dam- ' city the family moved from
paigns. Franceville about three years ago.

The telegram gave no particd- The mother was# formerly Migs
lars of his death, stating that & Johanna Schubert,
letter would follow. The last his .
mother knew, he was plloting a
P-47 plane, ‘having recently return-
ed to duty after spending two
weeks in a4 rest home,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Apr 1944: 1.

=Courtésy Francesville Tribune
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Ora Lee “Bliz” Harrell
A month after receiving the Air Medal, Ora was gone.

Born: 7/25/1921

Entered: 10/15/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35374677,SSGT
Medal: Air Medal

Died: 3/18/1944

Spouse: Betty Saberniak Harrell
Parents: Ross D. and Dessie Pearl Elea Harrell

On 18 March 1944, Bliz Harrell, 23, reported missing in action, was killed in action near
Freiberg, Germany. He was an engineer on a B24 Liberator bomber. Just months before, he
was awarded the Air Medal. He served 21 months, including 9 months in the European war
zone. He was from Winamac. He was buried in Winamac (IN) Cemetery. He was married with
a child.

Standing left to right: S/Sgt Jimmie C. Byrd, tail gunner; S/Sgt Cra L. Harrell, waist gunner; T/Sgt Hugh M. Hinshaw, engineer;
S/Sgt Enoch E. Masters, ball turret; S/Sgt Leon G. Hancock, waist gunner; T/Sgt Eugene M. Rosko, radio operator.

Kneeling left to right: 2/Lt Edmund J. Brown, bombardier; 2/Lt Russell |. Vrieling, copilot; 1/Lt Clifford L. Peterson, pilot;

2/Lt Cliff Fremstad, navigator.

Bliz Harrell and crewmates (Collection of John Dowdy) - findagrave.com/memorial/26171433/ora-|-harrell#view-photo=86125057
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1944: In the Thick of It — The Dead

Mr. and Mrs, Ross Harrell of
Winamac received word last week |
end that their son S/Sgt. Ora L.
Harrell has been missing in action |
over Europe since March 30. The
“telegram from the War Department |
! wag received by his wife, who lives
in Hammoml. |

S/Sgt. Harrell, a graduate of
Winamae high school in 1940, is
i twenty-two years old. He entered |
! service in October of 1942 and went
to England about a year later as
engineer on a bomber, About, two |
months ago he received an air
| medal for courage and coolness
| under fire.

|
|. S/SGT. ORA L. HARRELL. " |
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 May 1944: 1.

Decorated for bravery before he
| was listed missing over France last
March 18 Harrell was reported
dead in a war department message
to his wife, Betty.

A turret gunner on a B-24
bomber, Sgt. Harrell went down in
his crippled plane over northwest-
ern France. He entered the army
air corps in October, 1942, and went
overseas in November, 1943

He is survived by his wife, a
:daughter. a Carl Ann, and his par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Ross Harrell of
Winamac., Before enlisting he was
|nmp]nyed by the Calumet Steel
Castings company. He had served
Iun 30 merial missions out of Eng-
| land.

(Munster IN) Times 22 Jun 1944: 1. Web (newspapers.com).

15 Jan 2026

Notes About
Home Folks in

S/Sgt. Ora L. Harrell,
In “Missing”’ Report,
Now Listed as Dead

Armed Forces

Word reached here Saturday
that S/Sgt. Ora L. Harrell, report-
ed a few weeks ago as missing in
action, actually lost his life on
March 18 of this year. A message
to that effect reached his wife, who
lives at Hammond, and she notl.
fied his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ross
Harrell of Winamac. The message
carried no details,

A graduate df Winamae high
school in the class of 1940, S/Sgt.
Harrell entered service in Octo-
ber of 1942 and went to England
about a year later as engineer on
a bomber. A few months ago he
received an air medal for courage
and coolness under fire.

His marriage to Miss Betty
Saberniak of Hammond took place
iln Winamac on May 28, 1942. He

was then employed as a shipping
| elerk at Hammond.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Jun 1944: 1.
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William Eugene Bloom

William’s mother in Canada missed his Winamac funeral due to a heart attack.

Born: 8/4/1923

Entered: 10/1/19427

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,19146431,SGT
Medals: Presidential Unit Citation, Purple Heart
Died: 3/29/1944

Parents: Riley C. and Loroe Mae Carlin Bloom

On 29 March 1944, William Bloom, 20, was killed in action as a waist gunner on a B-17 Flying
Fortress. He served from 1942, including one month in the European war zone. He was
awarded a Purple Heart. Born in Canada, he lived as a child in Jefferson Township, then moved
to Vancouver, British Columbia, at the age of five. He was buried in the Winamac Cemetery.

| Killed in Action

SGT. WILLIAM E. BLOOM. |

Sgt. Willlam Eugene KEloom, |
son of Mr. and Mrs. Riley Bloom,
former residefits of Jefferson

township, was killed in action
March 28. He was in the Air .
Force, stationed in England. |

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Jul 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026

Notes About
!Home Folks in
gArmed'F orces

| Former Jefferson Boy,
| Air Force Instructor,

Is Killed in Action

Sgt. Willlam Eugene Bloom, a
| boyhood resident of Pulaskl coun-
ty, was killed in action on March
29 while stationed with the air
foree In  England, aeccording to
word ‘received this week by his
aunt, Mra. 0. H. Crawford of Jeff-
erson township.

The sergeant would have been
:!M‘klll}'-llll(! years of age next Au-
gusi, He was a son of Mr. and
Mrs. Riley Bloom, who were resi-
dents of Jefferson township while
he was a child but who now live
at Vancouver, B, C., Canada. They
moved from this community some-
| thing over fifteen years ago.
| Sgt. Bloom was an Instructor in
| the air foree, and had been over-
!n«:n only a monkh. He has three
ihmliwrn in service — Pvt. Riley
| Bloom Jr., in New Guinea; S/Sgt.
| Jack Bloom, in the air force in
Utah, and Cpl. Donald Bloom, in
the air force in Florida. Another
| brother, Virgil, lives at Vancouver.
The boys' mother la the former
| Miss Lora Carlih, sister of Mrs.
| Crawford. !

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Jun 1944: 1.
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1944: In the Thick of It — The Dead

Albert Theodore Ross, Jr.

Albert’s remains were buried together with two of his crewmates in Louisville, KY, equidistant
from each of the three families. His momma and Foster Vogel’s momma were sisters as well as
Gold Star Mothers.

Born: 10/28/1915

Entered: 1/21/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,0-747550,2LT
Medals: Silver Star, Air Medal, Purple Heart
Died: 4/3/1944

Parents: Albert T. and Florence Pearl Demoss Ross Sr.

On 3 April 1944, Albert Ross, 28, initially reported missing in action, was killed as pilot on a B-17
Flying Fortress bomber over Hungary. He served 26 months, including in the European war
zone. He was posthumously awarded the Silver Star, the Air Medal, and the Purple Heart. He
was from Monterey. He was buried in Zachary Taylor Military Cemetery in Louisville, KY.

LA 3 {| Lieut. Albert Ross, Jr., son of Mrs. Florence E. Ross received | playing outstanding courage and|
g Mr. and Mrs. Albert Ross of Tip- the followng letter from the War devotion to duty, Lt. Ross re-

| |[pecanoe township, was reported Department recently mained at the controls of his air-

killed -in action by the War De- “I have the honort;)inform you craft to allow sufficient time for

partment. Details were not given that, by direction of the President, the remainder of the erew to para.

jan t.h(‘ telegram. . the Silver Star and the Air Medal || chute to safety. Despite his gal-

| Lieut, Ross, a pilot of a B-17 have been posthumously awarded lant efforts the three crew mem-

bomber, was 26 years old. He! to your son, Lt. Albert T. Ross, || bers crashed with the air craft.

was reported missing after a flight Jr., Air Corps. The citations are|| BY his conspicuous gallanty, forti.
) 5

over Bulgaria on April 3.

One of his squadron comrades
wrote the parents, after Lieut.
Ross wag missing saying that Ross’

az follows: tude. and intense devotion to duty.
Silver Star: “For gallantry in|}®s evideneed throughout his com-
action as pilot of a B-17 type air- bat carcer, Lt. Roze has reflected

I i i | gre: i \ himsol .
| plane was hit and left the forma- gcraf!..‘ On ﬁ_pnl 3, 19“" I‘t‘“ R_“‘“‘ :"\“ ". frf{ .L Il.!]'m‘r :‘I’T?I.fl‘;“qd thlr.
i tion to land in enmy-held terri- | participated in a bombing mission || Armee I_"““‘ ol the United States
{ tory. |against a vital strategic enemy in- :"f -"f"“’“ . . o
A graduate of Monterey high |stallation in Hungary, Approach- | _-\_u' Medal: “For  meritorious
| ia school, Licut. Ross attended De- |ing the objective one engine of hig| #chicvement in ae fligght while
: : Pauw University. He received his air-craft was rendered inoperative || PATHCIpating in ned opera
| - iwin;:s as a bomber pilot at;Marfa due to mechanical failures, how-||tonal ities aganinst the enemy
! e | Air Field, Texas on June 2§, 1943, ever, Lt. Ross determinedly held|| from March 13 1840 Macch 20
i i 'his aireratt on course. Despite| 19447 . )
| PR s & RN |intense enemy fighter opposition The decorations will be forward-
{ Lieut, Albert Ross, Jr. !0" the hnmbipﬁ- run which ren- -::I“Il to l]l"l.f'rmllr\:lr;|||'|;f. " Fift
" . dered a seeehd engine inopera. || Service Comma 3 Haynes.
Winamac (IN) Republican 3 Aug 1944: 1. tive, Lt. Rass skillfully maney. | Columbus. Ohio. who will selcct an
vered his crippled plane through| “Mcer to the presentation.

The offi led will communi-

feate

| for a highly successful attack on
| the target, inflicting great damage
to—enemy installations and sup-
plies. Leaving the objective and |
cenroute to base, anti-aireraft fire ||
| rendered a third engine of his ir- | |
rcraft inoperative, and Lt. Ross im- |
| mediately gave the order to almn.".l
don the stricken aireraft. Observ. ||
!ihg that all but two of his crew|
| had "safely cleared the plane, dis-|

Winamac (IN) Republican 18 Oct 1945: 1.

1 i
| wishes in the maztier.
I M spest sympathy js extend-
i to vou in your bereavement,

Sincerely yvours,

(Continued on Pag
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e ———

Officer To Be Buried with Crew Mates

Services for
Lt. Albert Ross
Next Week

Funera

for Lt Albert

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Jun 1949: 1.
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Ralph Wayne Degner

Wayne earned his wings and commission a year before his death.

Born: 6/9/1920
Entered: 5/13/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,15095675/0-801839,2LT

Died: 4/29/1944

Parents: Rowe Omer and Iva Mae Wilson Degner

On 29 April 1944, Wayne Degner,23, was killed during a training flight in England. He served 23
months, including one month in the European war zone. He was a lifelong resident of Pulaski

County. He was buried in Winamac Cemetery.

War ls Ducumd at
Rural Youth Meetmg

met Tuesday night at thp Star
City gymnasium for their regular
monthly meeting.
gave two guitar and vocal solos.
A group discussion on, “What
Rural Youth Think of War,W was

led by Ruth Riggs and Dick
Wh!te. 2 b7 554
‘It was decided .that the next

meeting will be held at the Fran-
cesville school. The refreshment
committee appointed is composed
of Ruth Fritz, Pearl Hoffman, and
Wayne Degner. Josephine Berk-
shire was selected to give a read-
ing at the next meeting.

A social hour with refreshments
of ‘sandwiches and apples served
by the boys followed the business
meeting,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Feb 1940: 2.

15 Jan 2026

'Phe Rural Youth ot tlw count.v_.

Keith Sayers

- Air Fo;ce Officer

LT. RALPH DEGNER

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13

©2026, Jim Phillips

INOTES ABOUT THE

MEN I SERVEE

| Indian Creek Young Man

Is Commissioned and |
" Receives Wings. !

Ralph W. Degner of Indian Creek

“|! township received his wings and
|| commission as second lieutenant
11-April 29 in: graduation exercises

t Marianna Army Air Field, Fla.

A son of Mr. and Mrs. R. O. Degner
of Pulaski, Lt. Degner graduated
from Pulaski high school in 1938.
He entered the Air Corps last fall,

51! attending school at Union City,

Tenn., Gunter Air Field, Ala., and
Marianna, Fla.

May 1943: 1.
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Takes Life of
Pulaski Pilot

u. R. Wayne Degner | §
Killed in Training
Flight in England

Lt. Halph Wayne Degner, well
| known Pulaski young man, was the |
!vietim of an airplane crash April
129 during a training flight in
| England. Such was the amotifica.!
| tion which reached. his parents,
| Mr. and Mrs. R. O. Degner of the|
i Pulaski vicinity, on Monday from
|the War Department. | _ y
The young man would have been LT. R. WAYNE DEGNER,
twenty-four years old next June, LTy,
9 and had spent all his life in
Indian Creek township. A gradu-
ate of the Pulaski high school in
1938, he entered the armed service
in May of 1942. His death occurred
exactly a year after he had re-
celved his pilot’s wings and second
[Ilouu-nm:('n commission at Mari-
| anna Army Air Field, Fla. He was
| sent overseas about four weeks
| ago
| Surviving are the parents, bro-
| thers Carl of Michigan and John
‘nr the Pulaski vicinity, sisters
Mrs, Lucile Roth of Pulaski, Dora
llivnn and Betty Lou, at home,

Plane Crash i War Casualty
|

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 May 1944: 1.
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James Herbert "Herb" Fletcher

Herb worked his way up from National Guard infantry to Air Corps aircraft mechanic, then pilot,
and had just arrived at the air base the week before his fatal flight.

Born: 3/8/1920

Entered: 4/24/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,0-819677 or 20506741,2LT
Died: 5/2/1944

Parents: John Roy and Golda May "Goldie" Henninger Fletcher

On 2 May 1944, Herb, 24, died piloting a B-24 bomber that crashed out of Charleston Army Air
Force Base. He had served for 44 months, including time in the infantry and as an aviation

mechanic. He had an uncle and three cousins in Pulaski County. He was buried in Abbottsville,
OH.

~James . Fletcher] 744 Cen-| ol o
mmrm became n| o

I‘B-ﬂl I:lumbe: pllot the hard way.'
| Fletcher enlisted in the National
Guard and left for camp with one|
|of the first units, the outfit from| |
| Covington. After a year and 8|
'half of slogging It in the m:amry

GRADUATES FROM AIR
MECHANICS SCHOOL |

he transferred to the Air Corps) °
and recelved training as an air-
craft mechanic at Keesler Field.
| Following another vear of groom-
ing bomber engines, Jim decided
[that he'd lke to fly those craft
!upnn which he had been manicur-
ing the motors. He thereupon pas-
sed the qualifications and attend-
led pilot school which terminated
{recently after a nine-weeks’' pilot
transition training course on four-

_engine ".iberators at Maxwell Fleld,

(Ala. He was home a few weeks 1. [Flelch
"agoand then Jeft for the east Li, AA)
|where he picked up his bomber Greenvil

jcrew and now possibly is in the
| EGropean  theatre of operations
‘plloting his four-engined battle
crall.

The (Greenville OH) Daily Advocate 14 Apr 1944: 3.

15 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips

rnv;iimmbm . Fistenes) son of
Mrs. er, T44 Central
avenue, (Greenville, was greduated
recently from an air mechanics |
school at Chanute Pield, Il and |
has been assigned to active duty |
| with the army air corps at Ft. Lo-
gan, Denver, Colo. He enlisted I:n[
‘the alr corps on April 35, 1941

The (Greenville OH) Daily Advocate 20 Oct 1941: 1.
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LETTERS FROM THE
" PEOPLE

Sgquadron, 17,
8. Army Alr Corps, at Lowry Pleld, |

| mear Denver, Colo.

November 17, 1841

Monday afternoon,

Before 1 forget it T got
okay, 1 forgnt 16 mentlon it
now, When the box came, all the
fellows thought it was candy, I
recoghized what it was, though.
They were all disappointea. Guess '

that will teach theoi & lessor. Hal |
| Weaiher here is & little eooler |
u.dug Looks like asnow, oo, 1
wouldn't be surprised. becauss u|
has v been nice for the last
week, They say that it soanetimes |
stays nlee unill Christmas. though.

Well. 1 finally got to the moun-
tains, We went up to the Fecrés-
thon Center jn Denver yesierday |
and signed up. In & little while &
lady chime |n and Asked fof two
soldiers. Ed Wright, Kenneih Ochs
and | were together though, so she |
sald that three wofd be alright.|
Just she and her husband snd hul

|

small  children, an We  Weren'T
crowded. They had & 1941 Hudson, |
too. ARyWAY, AWAY we went. Dirove
nut through Golden, a small Lown,
then turned and went up Lookout |
Mountain, The mad winds back
and forth, all the way up, and the
ACeEnery 15 beautiiul.  We could ook
clear back (o Denver about 30 miles,
iwg tnok several pletures. Then we
| went on up to Buffalo BUl's grave.
It's very pretty, and resis clear sn
the lop of Lookout Mountain. IT0
enclose & card, showing i, The
| view from there is wonderful. The
!mir up thers is & ot thinner, oo,
| We were gasping for breath after
| elimhing a few Eieps. |

From there, we drove on o Idaho
Bprings. a gold mining town, Al
the mountains around there are
dotted with mining shafts and min-
ing caves. We stopped there and
Iooked al zome Tocks, but didn't
fnd any gold. HA! We were en-
tirely surrounded there by moun-
inins, and I can't begin 1o describe
the heauty af it. On one side of
the road would stand high runded
peaks emtirely coversd Wil yreen
Vir toees, bondug Nike hoge Chiist-
md trees. Them directly on the
oihT wmifie wonlgd |nem hsre, ook
cliffe with ot W sn of sny plant
greadln &b all  The read  woand
e amd lorth thendigh the valley

We drove armund ast Evergreen
Lake thei, 1L wos entlrely froeen
over. but nal salid enough s skate
o0 Seemied (anmy o stand (0 snow
and ook al we and stll] Dot be 8
bat enld.  In fnel our blouses were
ioe warm  The sin was ahining
niedl 1L semped Bke Spring, bl the
lre @lsproved thal. [0s B niee see
lak#. b

From there, e el the memin
bighway and follswdd a Jitthy wind-
img rowd down through Bear Croex
Canwer’ ‘Thal wes the prethiest
part of @)l We psl seemtd L0
beave civiliralson belind there. wa
we drove along  The canyon was
Jusi wide eiwmugh fnd b romd sesd
Brar Creek sl AR thmes. the
rocky oiffs e mmighl Op on
by skden, with nol asore then
of 54 feel beiaen them  In the
il plasds,  praple hed  cabine
il miong the mde of the stfeam
All Along. we saw many blue spruce
treew. mmed theive peally Beaulliul
Theey |molore] Jller 8 frost tinded £l
e, Thats the besl way I ean
descnioe ihem.  Then we drove en
dowti o ihe Red Rocks, and they re
really red, lon, The OO boys ame
millding = big naturel amphiihes-
tre righi between iwo huge ok’
fomalions  [La peally preily b
mier cllimbng aboEe W yards up
bn i, we were lon warn out Lo aj-
jpreviame 1

The (Greenville OH) Daily Advocate 25 Nov 1941: 6.
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From Lhere, we drose hack Lo Ten -
ver. Al togetlwe wk drove aver M
miles. They «Mr ans Mrs, Allo- |
mong: then boog-ux déwn to their |
o jor supes,  They'te :llll||
progibe. oo Ty hkve & oy 0 the
Navy, statiemed & Greni Lakes |
Mruining  Siaion,  Alter l.\.l"p!l'l
ey drove us Back b Uhe Cemier ||
When we gui lee we discoversd |
thai they were kooking for some
sidiers 0 ge o m supper Al the
Oden Gables Cowniry Ohib, s0 we
pileed i s went alang. |

The hostess insisied that we o
becnsmr (hey peeded 5 snldlers,
and omly had aboud 40 i EKnowimg
e, ymu can imagine bow much
thry had 1o isalsls, ARyway, we
all lmd & graeed tnse  TUs one wl
the classies! plces around Den-
ver. They served w sugper. had u
suell floor show. angd then Brought
us hame.

ard!
H

5

H o

-

i
i3
H
it

2
&
.

©2026, Jim Phillips

Page 64 of 237



1944: In the Thick of It — The Dead

Is Air Cadet
Cad erbert Fletcher| son
of Mr, . Roy Filetcher of

744 Central avenue, re-
cently reported to Greenwood Army
Air Fleld as a student in basic
flight training. He was graduated
from high school where
he was 8 member of the Spanish
Club and the Fauna and Flora So-
clety. He was accepted as aviation
cadet at Morrison PField, Fla., on
Feb. 22, 1943.

The (Greenville OH) Daily Advocate 20 Sep 1943: 5.
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Fletcher Begins 4-Engine Training -
Maxwell Field, Ala.—Among tHose
now beginning a nine weeks pilot
training course on four-engine- Lib-

bombers here is 2nd Lt.
‘James Herbert of 744 Cen-
I e., Ohio.
! Lieutenant Fletcher was hand-
picked by Army Alr Forces experts
as having those qualities needed to
become a commander of four-en- |
‘gined battle-craft, and his training |
| will be as complete and thorough as
|I.he AAF can make it. On com-
pletion of the course here, he will
receive. further training within the
AAF Training Command.

The (Greenville OH) Daily Advocate 5 Feb 1944: 6.
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CASUALTIES 1IN
BOMBER CRASH

Charli M
M elpht i
Lo il [ i
TR h he |
{{ieer a i Chin
Alr - Base ilows
Sergeant \\ H
dalunii u M |
Rellly, E Mauk
Shade N 1
Corpm I i i
mother M Ele
=  Bevienth L] -
N | Jn |1
Fattor | |
] 44 i AV ¢ 0 ] i

! | irad
| ] | il
It il i |
n M
i ( | | 1 i
na i wil NMrs, Py I
| O 1005 b e TUM L] \
| Aneel
‘ recant Ll \ \ i
structor enpgibeer: wile, M [Firy
C Wade 177 South streel. Wal
ham  Maoss
Second Lirut Von D Rlcer, In-
structor pllo mok Aire  Dien
: S

zil Rider, 1452 E  Flllmon
| nix Ariz
|

Florence (SC) Morning News 4 May 1944: 4.
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Army Oct, 21,
served with the national guard unit
at Covington. Transferred to the

mechanic before entering pilot
training. He received his wings
and commission Jan. 7, 1944, and
had arrived at Charleston only a
week ago. L

Surviving are his parents, a sis-
ter, Mrs. Ralph Stephens of Gettys-
burg, and®a brother, Billie, at home.
The Dayton (OH) Herald 4 May 1944: 16.

air forces, he trained as an aircraft

|
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FLER'S BODY WILL
ARRIVE HERE MODAY

‘Service= Being Arranged
For Lt{ James H'._ Fletcher

Arrangements for funeral services
were being completed here today for
Lt. Herbert 24, who
was killed Weodmesday in an air-
plane crash near Charleston, 8. C,

body would leave Charleston to-
night for Greenville,

The body will arrive here at 5:45
la. m. Monday and will be removed
to the Miller Funeral Home, 124
West Fifth street.

The accident victim, a son of Mr.
and Mrs. Roy Fletcher, 744 Central
'avenue, was the pilot of a B-24 Lib-
|erator bomber which crashed in the
vicinity of Meggetts, 8. C. Seven
crew members are also reported to
have been killed but Army officials
have not yvet disclosed any details
about the accldent,

Lt. Fletcher had served in the
|armed forces since October, 1940,
|first as an infantryman, then as an
aireraft mechanic before obtaining
his wings as a bomber pilot.

Besides the parents, he leaves a
gister, Mrs. Ralph Stephens, of
Gettysburg, and g brother, Billie, at
home.

The (Greenvlile OH) Daily Advocate 5 May 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026

Cousin Dies in th.

following receipt of word that his|

©2026, Jim Phillips

Misses Lula, Bessie and Mamie
McConnell and Harry McConnell
were at Greenville, Ohio, the first
of this week because of the
death of a cousin, Lt. Herbert Flet-
cher. The young man, twenty-four
years old, was a son of Mr. and
Mrs. and Mrs. Roy Fletcher of
Greenville. He was one of eight
airmen killed when their plane
crashed near Charlestown, 8. C.
Surviving are the parents, a bro-
ther and a siste!'._

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 May 1944: 1.
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Robert Richard “Richard” Cook
Richard died on his sixth bombing mission.

Born: 12/21/1921
Entered: 7/1/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC, 15095982/0-698870,2LT

Medals: Air Medal, Purple Heart
Died: 5/24/1944

Parents: Ruby Merl Mooney (Robert[deceased]) Cook

On 24 May 1944, Robert Cook, 22, initially reported as missing in action, was killed in action
over Lanau, Austria. He served 23 months, including a few months in the European war zone.
He was awarded the Air Medal and the Purple Heart. He had a brother in Francesville. He was
buried in the Lorraine American Cemetery in St Avold, France.

ROBERT R. COOK
asper Bouncer
R.R.No. §
Rensselaer, Ind.

Richard Cook (Collection of Dwight 'Andy' Anderson)

findagrave.com/memorial/56653943/robert-richard-cook#view-

photo=181772382

15 Jan 2026
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Mrs. Merle of Hanging
Grove township, contained the
tra that her son,
Lieut. [Haohert Caak| was killed in
action a bombing

i’
!
358
3

father, the late Roh
about five year a:o. ‘His mother
is the former Marie Mooney. Sur-
viving besides the mother are sev-
eral brothers and sisters, among

them Pvt. Philip Cook, lt:tioncd
at Camp Croft, 8. C.

(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 7 Jul 1944: 4.

Webpage (newspapers.com).
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i Brother Reported Killed

Mrs. Merl Cook of McCoysburg!
has received word from the War!
Department saying that her son, Lt. |
Richard Cook, was killed in action |
on May 24. Lt. Cook was reported
missing on that day. He is a bro-
ther of Wallace Cook of Frances-
ville,

——— —

m

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Jul 1944: 1.
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James Franklin Barnard
James’ fiancée found out about his death from the newspaper!

Born: 12/29/1920

Entered:

Branch,SN,Rank: USN,315504,ENS
Died: 5/27/1944

Parents: Edwin and Mollie Ruth Seybold Barnard
Fiancée: Miss Dorothy Jean Denny

On 27 May 1944, James Barnard, 24, died in Manila, Philippines. He had relatives in
Francesville. He was buried in Manila American Cemetery in Taguig City, Philippines.

Crawfordsville, Ind., June 9.—
)=Mr. and Mrs. Edwin
of Ladoga were nntined|
st night by the Navy
ment that their son, Ensign l-mn
'F, Barnard, 23, m-pllnt on a
ere bomber, who recently wul
eported missing, was killed in ac-
‘tion in the Southwest Pacific,
~ Ensign Barnard enlisted July 10,
42, and went overseas in Octo-
“ber, 1943. He was a graduate of
loga High Eehoul and attended
* University. He was en-
w to be married to Miss Dor-
JeanDenny, a graduate nurse
|It Methodist Hospital in Indianap-
olis.
Indianapolis (IN) Star 10 Jun 1944: 24.

Webpage (newspapers.com)

AT
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Nephew Killed in Action

Mr. and Mrs. George Gerichs of
Francesville received word Friday
of the death of her nephew, Ens,
James Franklin Barnard of La-
doga, who had been killed in ac-
tion in the southwest Pacific.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Jun 1944: 1.

(Knightstown IN) Tri-County Banner 16 Jun 1944: 8.

Webpage (newspapers.com)

Page 70 of 237



1944: In the Thick of It — The Dead

Edward Alvin “Edwin” Troutman

On its first mission to the Politz oil refineries, Edwin’s plane was hit, and he did not survive the
mid-air explosion.

Born: 6/29/1914

Entered: 4/18/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35352584,SSGT
Medals: Air Medal, Purple Heart

Died: 5/29/1944

Parents: Charles O. and Josephine "Josie" Emily Barnett Troutman

On 29 May 1944, Edward Troutman, 30, previously reported as missing in action, was killed
over Gueltz, Germany. He served 25 months, including 6 months in the European war zone. He
was a gunner on a B-24 Liberator. He was awarded the Air Medal. He had family in Kewanna.
He was buried in Shaffer Cemetery in Kewanna.

Staff Sergeant Edward A.
Troutman who was previously re-
ported as missing in action over
Germany on May 29th, is now
listed as killed in action over Ger-
many on May 29th. At the time
of his death he was acting as bom-
badier on a B-24 Liberator.

He received the Air Medal, four |
Oakleaf Clusters and a citation |
and sent his Air Medal to his par- |
ents, !
Winamac (IN) Republican 13 Jul 1944: 1.

Edwin Troutman (Collection of Katrinal6) - ancestry.com
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Gunner 5/Sgt. Edward A. Troutmian KIA

Hometown: Valparaiso, Indiana

Squadron: 576th BS 392th Bomb Group

Service # 35352584

Awards: Air Medal with Oak Leaf Clusters, Purple Heart
Pilot 1st/Lt. Ace W. Tyler KIA

Target: Politz Germany

MISSING AIRCREW REPORT: 8405212

Date Lost: 29-May-44

Serial Number: #42-95136

Aircraft Model B-24

Aircraft Letter: "A"

Aircraft Name: (NO NICKNAME] 7th Mission
Location: near a village named Gueltz

Cause: German fighters Crew of 10 SKIA 1POW

This mizsion would be the first to this tough and heavily defended target - the oil refineries at Politz. The 392nd would suffer high casualties on
this raid. The 578th and 577th were assigned lead with Bombardiers, Lieutenant Joachim and Captain Colburn, respectively. At 0430 and 0500
hours, {27) crews were briefed and at 0749 take-offs began. A total of [26) ships bombed the target area, releasing (260) 500# GP weapons, but
good bombing was hampered by an effective smoke screen aver the target and the ensuing fighter encounters, An estimated 75-100 enemy
fighters attacked the Group comprised of about (75) single-engine ME-109s and FW-190s and (23] JU-B8s and at least (1) twin-engine ME-410. The
severe fighter attacks were encountered for about thirty-five minutes near the target between 1150 and 1225 hours. The Group lost (8] aircraft
on this mission with many casualties

MISSION LOSS CIRCUMSTAMNCES: A returning eye-witness reported, "ship turned over with two engines out, altitude 21,700", and no further
details were related on this aircraft loss. A German Report KU #2086, Air Base Hgs at Greifewald reported that this plane had crashed near a
village named Gueltz, and the railread Demmin-Altentreptow, about 1145 hours, 29 May. The crew had been shot down by a fighter, and was 99%
destroyed from an air explosion and fire engulfing unexploded bombs at the crash site. Nine {9) crew members were found dead and identified at
the site above. One, the Mavigator Lt. Bassett, who had bailed out successfully, was taken prisoner immediately in the area. It was reported that
the prisoner was transferred the next day, 30 May, from the Commanding Officer at Tutow {Berlin area) to Oberursel {Dulag Luft). Local burial of
the casualties was carried out.

INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNTS OF CREWMEN FATES/BURIAL RECORDS: Lt, Bassett, the only survivor, gave a brief account on a casualty interrogation
[u.5.) form dated 27 July 1945. He stated that the plane had been attacked by enemy fighters and the nose section had been set afire; that he
bailed out but saw ne more parachutes coming down, although he was in a position to see them had others gotten out. That was the extent DF his
report (in this MACR file record).

German report of 1 June 44, message AF 365/64, Air Base Hgs Griefewald, 2/l gave account of the burials of the crew casualties: all were buried
at the village of Gueltz, (800) meters from the Gueltz Estate, as recorded: Metz (Grave 1); MacDonald (Grave 3); Powell (Grave 4); Tyler (Grave 5);
Troutman (Grave 6); Podolski (Grave 7); Blaida (Grave 8); Brown (Grave 9); and Ricci {Grave number not given). The Germans identified one of the
deceased as Sgt Corbett X. Miller after they found his Soldier's Individual Pay Record. Although Miller was originally 8 member of 1/Lt Tyler's
crew, he had been seriously wounded on the Hamm mission (April 22, 1944) and hospitalized. He was eventually returned home. Why his Pay
Record was at the crash site is a mystery. U.S. Matienal Cemetery records account for the following re-interments for certain members of this
crew. These members were re-buried at the ARDENMES Cemetery, near Liege, Belgium: Pedolskl [Grave B-27-7); Metz (Grave D- 7-50); Blaida
[{Grave D-7-48) and Powell [Grave D-7-47). Podolskl was awarded the Alr Medal with (2) Oak Leaf Clusters and Purple Heart; Metz and Blalda bath
an Alr Medal with (1) Oak Leaf Cluster with Blalda's belng also a posthumaous Purple Heart, but the latter award not In the caze of Metz; and
Powell is noted to have an award of the Purple Heart, posthumously as well. No other record connected with the MACR exists as to the
subsequent reburials of the other crew men,

The #42-95136 crew

Lst/Lt. Ace W, Tyler Pilot KIA

2nd/Lt. Joseph A. Ricci Co Pilot KIA
1st/Lt. Earl F. Bassett Navigator POW
T/5gt. George E. MacDonald Ir. Engineer
T/5gt. William Metz Radio Op. KIA
5/5gt. Paul D. Podolski Gunner KIA
5/5gt. John M. Blaida A Radio Op. KIA
5/5gt. Gllbert A. Brown Gunner KIA
5/5gt. Edward A. Troutman Gunner KIA
5gt. Marvin L. Powell Gunner KIA

(Information contributed by Find A Grave member #47791572)
https:/fwww.findagrave.com/memorial/67801484/

Details of death (Collection of Member #47791572) findagrave.com/memorial/67801484/edward-a-troutman
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Ralph H. Koebcke
Ralph had only seen his son in a photograph a month before he was killed in action.

Born: 4/12/1919

Entered: 3/15/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,15095168,TSGT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 6/3/1944

Spouse: Mary Frances "Tootie" Fitzpatrick Koebcke
Parents: Herman Carl Martin and Ida Wilhelmina Christina Jentz Koebcke

On 3 June 1944, Ralph Koebcke, 24, reported missing in action, was killed in action near Milan,
Italy. He was the radioman/gunner on a bomber returning from a mission. He served 32
months, including 14 months in the European war zone. He was awarded the Purple Heart. He
was from Francesville. He was buried in the Florence American Cemetery in Impruneta, Italy.
He was married with a child.

v
Francesville Man

Missing in Action
FRANCESVILLE, July 4.—An-
other war casualty is T. Sgt
Ralph Koebcke)l gunner on a
heavy bomber, who is missing in
action, according to a telegram re-
ceived here by his wife, Mrs.
Mary Frances Koebcke. Recently
writing from Corsica, he express-
ed appreciation for receiving a
picture of his first son, Tommy,
whom he had not seen. He is a
son of Mr. and Mrs. Herman
Koebcke, living east of town.
V-
(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 4 Jul 1944: 13.

Webpage (newspapers.com).

Ralph Koebcke in flight suit (Collection of Richard Placke) -

ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/169373028/person/322221161193/
media/8fcd2991-b8a7-4d65-89da-0caf84d8dfb0
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T-Sgt. Ralph Koebcke, 24 years
old, of Francesville.

Sgt. Koebcke, husband of Mary
Frances Koebcke and son of Mr.
and Mrs. Herman Koebcke, resid-
ing East of Francesville, was re-
ported missing June 3. A War
Department telegram reported this
‘week that he had been killed in
action./ The Red Cross confirmed
this information.

He was serving as a radio man-
gunner aboard a bombing plane
and had served in some 40 mis-
sions over enemy territory. He
entered the Air Corps on March
25, 1942 and had been overseas
since Sept. 13, 1943,

Married in June, 1941, a son,
Thomas Ralph, was born to the
couple last December 4, the fath-
‘er’s birthday.

Winamac (IN) Republican 2 Nov 1944: 1.
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Robert Junior ”Junior” Foust
Junior lost his life during Operation Overlord on D-Day.

Born: 2/6/1922
Entered: 11/5/1942
Branch,SN,Rank:, PVT
Medal: Purple Heart
Died: 6/6/1944

Parents: Worden Beecher "Red" and Vesta Mae Fanning Foust

On 6 June 1944, Junior Foust, 22, initially reported as missing in action, was killed in action in
France on D-Day. He was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart. He was a former resident
of Pulaski County. He was buried in the Jefferson Cemetery in Upland.

Former Jefferson Man }
Is Missing in France |

Pvt. Robert J. Foust, a Para-l
'trooper, has been listed as mlss-l
ing in action in France since June:
6, according to word reecived from |
the War Department by the par-'
ents, Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Foust of |
Marion. They are former residents
of Jefferson township. Pvt. Foust,!'
who received his training at Toe-
coa, Ga., Fort Benning, Ga., and,
Camp Mackall, N. C., has been!:
overseas since January of this|
year. He received his wings at
Fort Benning.

Pvt. Foust attended Jefferson'
Center and Brush College schools
‘and completed high school at Mar-
fon. A brother, First Class Peuy1
Officer Charles Foust, is stntloned
at Corpus Christi, Texas, and an- |
other brother Raymond is in the|
Signal Corps at Camp TFannin,!
Texas, His sisters are Mrs. David |
Hatcher of Detroit and Mrs, Fran-|

cis Frardks of Marion. i

Pulaskl County (IN) Democrat 19 Oct 1944: 1. Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Aug 1944: 1.
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. | Pvt. Robert Faoyst, Qou of Mr.
FOrmer R.esl(knt |and Mrs. W. B. Fpust of Marion,
! has been reported killell in action

Of COUnty Ki]led {in France on June 6. With the

| paratroopers, -he was [irst listed
'In Franc

{ 6 : | as missing. The Presidential Cita-

e June | tion and Purple Heart," nwarded

? ... | posthumously, having been received

by the parents, former residents
tof Jefférson township. <m

Pvt. Foust was tweity-two years

. |of age last Februiary 6.’ Surviving,

3. besides the parents, are two bro-

o =

i the armed service, and two sisters,”
g ' Mrs. David Hatcher of Netroit, and
Mrs. Francis Franks of Marion,

P :
PVT. ROBERT F@)l}ST

“+

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Nov 1944: 1.
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thers, Charles and Raymond, in!
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Harold Vance “Buddy” Duggleby

Buddy is specifically named by the French at the 1%t and 14 Pilot Memorial near Camaret-sur-
Mer. France.

Born: 4/2/1923

Entered: 12/7/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,16079211,1LT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 6/15/1944

Parents: Alfred Waldby "Wad" and Ruby Grace White Duggleby

On 15 June 1944, Buddy Duggleby, 21, was killed in action by anti-aircraft fire over Plan de Dieu
airfield in France as the pilot of a P-38 fighter. He served 24 months, including in the European
war zone. He was awarded the Purple Heart. His uncle lived in Winamac. He was buried in
Weston Cemetery in Rensselaer.

. Memorial rites were held Sun-|
\day for Licut. Harold Duggleby,
'son of Mr. and Mrs. Walby Dug-
gleby, of Teflt, at the Tefft Metho-
dist churech. Lieut Duggleby was
born in Tefft, April 2, 1923. He
spent his lifetime. in that com-
munity until he enlisted for the
Army Air Corps service in June,
1942. He entered service Decem-
ber 7, of the same year,’

Lieut. Duggleby died after being
hit by anti aircraft slugs, a letter
to his perentg revealed. He was on
a ‘strafling mission at the time as
pilot of a P-38 Fighter plane. He
was alone in the craft.

Survivors are higs parents and.
grandparents and other relatives,
The young man was a nephew of
| Charles Duggleby,

Winamac (IN) Republican 17 Aug 1944: 1.

Harold Duggleby in flight suit (Collection of Jennifer Boorman) -

ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/111878962/person/342229042638/
media/3063b8fc-be4c-4dcd-8db8-801467a2b0a0
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1st and 14th FG Memorial

B —

16 Apr 2005. Webpage(uswarmemorials.org).

1st and 14th FG Memorial (detail #1)

16 Apr 2005. Webpage(uswarmemorials.org).

15 Jan 2026

©2026, Jim Phillips

1st and 14th FG Memorial (detail #2)

16 Apr 2005. Webpage(uswarmemorials.org).
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Horace Allan "Allan" Lawler

A West Point graduate, Allan was declared dead two years after he was missing in action in
Burma, and with his older brother, Jack, killed in action, their parents are left to mourn their
only children.

Born: 6/1/1919

Entered:

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,0024711,1LT
Medals: Air Medal, Purple Heart
Died: 6/19/1944

Parents: Horace Joseph "Curley" and Bess A. "Bessie" Mopps Lawler

On 19 June 1944, Allan Lawler, 25, was reported missing in action in Burma. He was declared
dead on 8 February 1946. He had relatives in Winamac. He is memorialized at the Manila
American Cemetery and Memorial in Manila, Philippines.
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e

{'nidet Allan Lawler
. . . enjoys holiday leave in Parls
; . o X Allan Lawler, Porris cadet at the
Allan Lawler, 1942 (Collection of Kevin Davenport) - "Talifed] Siates 1‘""““- Acadeny al

ancestry.com/mediaui- | 'I.TEBI; Podnt, :.;‘ 1.‘". 'Fl'l-ﬂ visited h'j_u
viewer/collection/1030/tree/208891/person/301177149/media/e !.H]I‘EI.H.E, Mr, and Mrs. Horace Law-

d40aa06-24bc-4545-814c-9f8c364baaaa ler, over the Christmas I.'I.ﬂ“ﬂl.}'i‘.l

i for hiz first visit home in eighieen
"months, veturned to the military
seademy Monday to recommenco his
gtudier. Hiz next lenye wiil start
Jusie 16 for a thres-montha period |

e e et
l-r-—l-l-il_—l__

-

Allan Lawler (West Point) (Collection of Kevin Davenport) -
ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/208891/person/301177149/media/0
55ef7ad-8a49-4558-94a8-0d062983dae9.
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| Mrs. Amanda Bartlett of Winae
tmac has been notified that her
| great nephew, Major Jack Lawler
|of Parig, I, was killed in action
'in Europe. He was a paratrooper
cin the 51st Airborne Division. A
' brother, Lt. Allen Lawler, a grads
‘nate of Weat Point, has been mis-
ising over Burma since last June.
The young men are the only enil-
{dren of Mr. and Mrs. Horace Laws
' ler of Paris.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Apr 1945: 1.

15 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips
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Jesse Martin Brown

Jesse’s mother received a letter from an English family who hosted her son for Christmas, but
did not know of his death the following year.

Born: 9/23/1923

Entered: 2/12/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35092572,PVT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 6/27/1944

Parents: EImer Leroy and Ella May Shackelford Brown

On 27 June 1944, Jesse Brown, 21, who was first reported missing in action, was killed in action
in France. He was awarded the Purple Heart. He served 16 months, including 13 months in the
European war zone. He was from Monterey. He was buried in the Normandy American
Cemetery, Colleville-sur-Mer, France.

Jesse Brown /

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Brown of
Monterey have received word from
the War Department that thelr son
Jesse, twenty years old, was killed
in action on June 27 in France, A
previous report had reached them
July 7 stating he was missing on
June 15, but the telegram sent more
recently informed them that the
first report had been erroneous, A
later letter from Washington stated
that details and place of burial
would be revealed when it was pos-
sible~

The young man was born Sept-
ember 26, 1923, at Agosta, Ohilo.
He attended Monterey school and
was employed at Kingsbury prior
to his induction in the Army on
February 19, 1943. He received his
basie training at Camp Wheelér,
Ga., leaving the states a year ago
last month. He took part in the

Sicilian invasion, went to England

in December and was in the initial
invasion of France,

Surviving, besides the parents,
are brothers Howard, in England,
Mervin, in the Army, and Lowell,
at home; grandfather, Jesse A,
Shackleford, who is critically il
at the Brown home.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Aug 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026
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P
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer L. Brown
of Monterey recently received a
letter from Hampshire, England,
telling of visits of their son Jessie,
(CONTINUED ON PACRE TWC)

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

ho was killed in action June 27,
;\h:he home of one of his buddies
there. The letter read in part:
«Just a line, hoping you are quite
well and that your son, who was
here last Christmas, is 0.K. My
gon met yours while he was here,
and he used to come to tea and
supper. Before your son !e!t he
came over to see us for the day.
He was a very nice young man
and he used to enjoy a game of
Whist. We do not know where he
i¢ now, but,l can guess. Le.t“ us
hope that he is safe and 0. K." J.
. Swatton, author of the letter,
did not know of the casualty re-
port that the Browns recently re
ceived.

m

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Aug 1944: 1&2.
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Forrest Leroy Kelly

Forrest’s momma entered the Air WACs as a “crypto-technician” three months before he was
killed.

Born: 1/26/1917

Entered: 9/23/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,1LT

Medals: Distinguished Service Cross, Purple Heart
Died: 6/30/1944

Spouse: Carlyn Rose Younker Kelly
Parents: Mary Esther "Esther" Hickin (James Ulric) Kelly (?) von Son

On 30 June 1944, Forrest Kelly, 27, was seriously wounded and assumed dead after capture at
St. Lo, France. He was declared dead in July 1945. He was awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross and the Purple Heart. He had relatives in Monterey. He was buried at the Normandy
American Cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, France. He was married.

Culver (IN) Citizen 5 Apr 1944: 5. Webpage (newspapers.com).

Culver (IN) Citizen 17 Jan 1945: 7. Webpage (newspapers.com).

Culver (IN) Citizen 9 Aug 1944: 10. Webpage (newspapers.com).
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' |
‘Officer, Missing A Year, |
'Now. Declared Dead |
. PFC Mary Esther Kelly of \\-‘eat%
Palm Beach, Fla., former resident
of Monterey, has been informed
by the War Department that her’
son, 1st Lt. Forrest LeRoy Kelly,|
has been declared dead. Lt. Kelly
was wounded and captured by the|
Germans at St. Lo, France, on June |
30, 1944, while leading his platoon‘

into action. No word of him has
been received since. PFC Kelly is |
a sister of Mrs. Willilam G. Wheat- |
ley of the Monterey vicinity, %
]

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Jul 1945: 1.

15 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips
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William “Bill” Charles Eugene Mayfield
Bill was the son of a physician.

Born: 10/23/1921

Entered: 4/26/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,15400507,PFC
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 7/13/1944

Parents: Viola Laura Gates (Dr. Charles Eugene[deceased]) Mayfield

On 13 Jul 1944, Bill Mayfield, 22, was killed in action. He served 16 months, including in the
European war zone. He was awarded the Purple Heart. He had friends or relatives in Pulaski
County. He was buried in Walnut Ridge Cemetery in Jeffersonville. He was married.

viewer/collection/1030/tree/65290735/person/352218423638/m
edia/95284a3b-81a5-4aa3-bb9b-3004c2395997 - World War Il, gp

The community was shocked Sat-
urday when news came that PJF.C.
William _Masfield) was killed i
action on July 13 He was the son
'of the late Dr. C. E. Mayfleld, for
‘many years a physician here, and
‘of Mrs. Mayfield, now of Blooming-
‘ton, Ind. Bill, as he was known
'here, was attending Indiana uni-
‘versity prior to entering service.
(Valparaiso IN) Vidette-Messenger 10 Aug 1944: 10.

Webpage (newspapers.com).

+ Mrs. Hilda Fenstermaker,
daughter Mona and son Jim of
Francesville attended the Memorial
services for Pfe. Bill Mayfield held
Sunday afternoon at the Evangel-
jcal church in Wanatah. Pfe. May-
field was killed in action in France
on July 13. \

Wi ] l ia m C‘ Winamac (IN) Republican 31 Aug 1944: 1.

Mayfield

MayfieldW - Bill Mayfield class picture (Collection of klevier28) -

ancestry.com/mediaui-
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Howard Kenneth White
Howard was among the first to join after Pearl Harbor.

Born: 3/14/1917

Entered: 1/20/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35253750/0-1168133,2LT
Medals: Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal, Purple Heart
Died: 7/14/1944

Parents: Harrison "Harry" and Flora Fay "Flossie" Veirs White

On 14 July 1944, Howard White, 27, was reported as missing in action as co-pilot of a returning
B-24 Liberator bomber over Budapest, Hungary. After 1 year, he was declared dead. He was
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal, and the Purple Heart. He served 30
months, including 4 months in the European war zone. He was from Beaver Twp. He was
buried in the Tippecanoe Cemetery near Winamac.

Beaver Flyer Reported Missing
Soon After Receiving DFC

A message - informing Mr, and g
Mrs. Harry White of Beaver town-
ship that their son Lieut. Howard
White was missing In action over
Hungary, as of July 14, reached
them last week end, only a short
time after receipt of word that he
had been awarded the Distinguish-
ed Flying Cross, together with an
‘nh‘ medal and promotion from co-
! 'pilot to pilot. 5
‘ The young officer has been in
iu-r\vh-e for two and one-half years,
and overseas since last April. He i
|was based In Italy and particl- &
1|mtﬂd in about thirty missions.
| Following his graduation from
| Pulaski high school in 1936 he
| attended Manchester college [for
|two years, then taught in Beaver
| township for four years.
| His citation for the award of the
i Distinguished Flying Cross, a copy
| of which has reached the tamily, |
| reads as follows: ‘For extraordi-|
lnnry achievement in aerial mxhulbomhinl{ run, sharing in the utter
| as co-pilot on a B-24 type aircraft.’ destruction of the target. Forced

LT. HOWARD WHITE

Howard K. White Website (honorstates.org).

15 Jan 2026

'On May 24 Lieut. White pnrlIcI-}
|pated in a bombing mission;
| against an important enemy alr-
;craft factory in Australia. Ap-
proaching the target, his aircraft
| sustained severe damages from In-
tense and accurate enemy antl-
{aircraft fire. The navigator and.
| bombardier were severely wounded
and’ his pllot became extremely
| duzed. Immediately assuming con-
i trol, Lieut. White skillfully brought
his crippled aireraft through the
enemy fire for a highly successful |

to drop from the comparative safe-
ty of the formation, displaying out
standing courage and determina-
tion; Lieut. White brought his
sickened aireraft through enemy
territory for a safe landing at base
without further damage to his
plane or Injury to the crew., By
his outstanding devotion to duty,
a8 idenced throughout his com-
biit career, Lieut. White has re-
flected great credit upon himself
and the armed forces of the United
States of America.”

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Aug 1944: 1.
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' a
Mr. and Mrs. Harry White of
Beaver township have received
word from a.superior officer at
the base in Italy where their son
Lt. Howard White was stationed,
' stating the possibility that Lt.|
' White may have parachuted to
| safety when his bomber was shot
down over Hungary. He was listed |
'as missing as of July 14. Eight!
'men of the crew were seen to have
‘left the burning plane in para-
| chutes as it was returning from a
flight to the Ploesti oil fields in|
' Romania. j
L i

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Sep 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026
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Pilot Missing
A Year Now
iDeclared Dead

Lt. Howard White of
Beaver Twp. Presumed
Killed Over Hungary

|  Lt. Howard White, who has been
| missing since July 14, 1944, follow-é,
ing a bombing mission over' Bud

j‘put. Hungary, has now been de-
lrlnred dead by the War Depart-
| ment. This word was received this
' week by his parents, Mr. and Mre.
| Harry White of Beaver township,
| The young officer was born
| March 14, 1917, and graduated from
Pulaski high school in 1936. -He
' attended Manchester coliege and
taught for four years before enter-
ing service in 1941, Lt. White at-
tended officers’ candidate school
at Ft. Sill, Okla., and was an in-
structor before transferring to the
Air Corps in April, 1943, recelving
his wings the following December.
Going overseas in April; 1944, he ~
was awarded the Distinguished Fiy-
ing Cross, Air Medal and oak leaf

clugter during his eleven weeks
with the Fifteenth ‘Air Force in

Italy. The mission in which his
plane was downed was his thir-
tieth,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Jul 1945: 1.
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Harold Joseph Jolly

Harold was one of four brothers in service.

Born: 2/3/1924
Entered: 3/2/1943

1944: In the Thick of It — The Dead

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35094957,PFC

Medal: Purple Heart
Died: 7/17/1944

Parents: Elizabeth Catherine Braun Jolly and Peter "Pete" Daniel Jolly

On 17 July 1944, Harold Jolly, 20, was killed in action in Saint-Patrice-de-Claids, France. He was
awarded the Purple Heart. He served 15 months, including 10 months in the European war
zone. He was a former resident of Winamac. He was buried in Mount Hope Cemetery in

Logansport.

PFC Harold Jolly-

PFC Harold Jolly, twently years
old, was killed in action in France
on July 17, according to a mes.
sage received last Thursday after-
noon from the War Department by
the parents, Mr. and Mrs. Peter
Jolly of Logansport,

A native of the Winamae vigin-
ity, he was employed on the iarm
of his uncle Henry Braun, east of
Winamac, when he entered service,

PFC Jolly had served in the in-
fantry since September, 1943, and
in March of last year was sent over
seas, where he was stationed in
northern Ireland. The parents did
not know he was with the inva-
sion forces.

PFC Jolly was born on a farm
west of Winamae and attended
St. Peter's school, the family mov-
ing to Logansport in 1939. Three
of his brothers are in service, Ed-
ward and Charles with the Army,
overseas, and Frank in the Navy;
another brother Henry lives near
Monterey and Eugene is at home,
There are also two sisiers, Mrs,
Genevieve Schrimsher of Logans-
port and Sister M. Pierre of Tip-
ton,

The young man was also a neph-
ew of Mrs., William Shorter of Win.
amac,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Aug 1944: 1.
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Pfe. Harold Jolly, 20, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Jolly of Lo-
gansport, former residents of Win-
amac, was reported killed in action
in France on July 17.

Pvt. Jolly worked on the farm
of his uncle, Henry Braun, near
Winamae, before entering the
gervice.

He had been in the infantry
gince March 3, 1943 and overseas
since September, 1943.

Survivors besides the parents
are two sisters, Mrs. Genevieve
Schrimsher of Logansport and
Sister M. Peirre of Tipton.

Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Aug 1944: 1.
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Allen Keith Sanders
Keith’s sister, 16, was killed in an automobile accident four months earlier.

Born: 4/19/1925

Entered: 4/1/1943?
Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,868626,PFC
Died: 7/21/1944

Parents: Ozie Leonard and Ferry Mae Ballard Sanders

On 21 July 1944, Keith Sanders, 19, was killed when hit by gunfire in action on Guam. He served
16 months, including 8 months in the Pacific war zone. He had relatives in Medaryville. He was
buried in the Independence Cemetery in Baileys Corners.

i
'Marine Related in
Medaryville Dies

Mrs. Ela Ballard of Medaryville
Irecelve&d word this week that her
 grandson, PFC Allen Keith San-
ders, hasd died on one of the south
Pacific islands. The message was
sent by the War Department to
| his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ozie
i Sanders of Cedar Lake, formerly
j of Medaryville. The report stated
 that the time and place of his
‘ death could not be revealed at this
| time,
| Allen, nineteen years old, enter-
;ed the Marine Corps in April of
1‘1943. and was =ent overseas in
:l)ecember. His sister, Ordell, was
i kitled in an automobile accident
last March. Surviving are the par-
ents, two risters and a brother.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Oct 1944: 1.

Allen Keith “Keith” Sanders. 15 Jul 1943. National Personnel

Records Center, National Archives.
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Proof that the victory is still |
ahead was received this week, when
Mr. and Mrs. Ozzie Sanders of
Cedar Lake, former residents of
Medaryvile, received word that
their son, Pfe. Keith Sanders, had
died on one of the South Pacific
islands.

Young Sanders, who was bhorn
in Medaryville, was 19 years old,
- Mr. and Mrs. Sanders’ daughter,
Ordell, was killed in an automobile
accident on March 1, 1944,

Survivors besides the parents in-

|

iclude two sisters, a brother, and
la grandmother, Mrs, Ella Ballard
lof Medaryville.

Winamac (IN) Republican 12 Oct 1944: 1.
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Mr. and Mrs. Ozie Sanders of
Cedar Lake recently received let-

ters from the eaptain and two bud-

dies ol their son Allen, stating

"that he had been killed in action

on July 21 during the invasion of
Saipan. T'he [first message that-
the family received did not give
the detalls of his death. They are
related in the Medaryville vieinity,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Nov 1944: 1.
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Marion Henry Appel

Marion’s momma frequently received letters from him, and after he was killed, she received
letters from his Captain, a visit from his buddy, and pictures of his grave.

Born: 5/7/1922

Entered: 10/15/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,468647,PFC
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 7/22/1944

Parents: Nellie Delight Disinger (Otto Konstanzer[deceased]) Appel

On 22 July 1944, Marion Appel, 22, was killed in action by a hand grenade the day after landing
in Guam. He was a machine gunner. He was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart. He
served 22 months, including 18 months in the Pacific war zone. He attended grade school and
high school in Ripley. He was buried in the cemetery in Winamac.

APPLs, Marion H, ' Other Men in Service = |
Enl 1e0¢ct4c. 1
laken 230ctT42, Mrs. Otto Appel of Denham re-!

ceived a letter Wednesday !'t:m‘ni
her son. Pvit. Marion Appel, !hn;
first word she has had from him |
since he feft the country in Feb-|
runary. He "does not state where!
he is locafed, but says the coun-!
try is beautiful and the people are|
nice. He is with the Raiders, a/
branch of the Marine Corps. ,

| |

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Apr 1943: 1.

1942-10-23 - Marion Appel (DD-214) - National Personnel Records

Center
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Mrs. ‘Otto Appel of Denham has
receiveu a letter from her son,
~Pvt., Marion Appel, stating that he
~ bhad been in, New Zealand, but has

 been moved to another island He

\~said ‘that it is warm there now,

and that the country is beautiful,

Jn the Marine Corps, Pvt. Appel

hus been- overseas since February.
|

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Sep 1943: 2.

abou ‘Wlimmhc dur!né the Centen-'
nial celebratidh’ “rl\'e years ago.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Mar 1944: 2.

the byat of heul : ‘
October 4. He also sent hls sister
Mary Lou a bracelet which he had
faahloned from alum!num salvaged
from & wrecked Jap plane and
hand angraved by a rrlend in the
aervice. AR T,

nf R . ; 3

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Oct 1943: 2.
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] Pvt. Appel had been overseas
¥ ; eighteen months with the Raiders,
; a branch of the Marine Corps. He
X A ifenlisted in the Marines Oectober 1,
l 1942, and had been in the thick of
1the Pacfic fighting after leaving
lu..‘ base in New Zealand. He was
al Bougainville, but his letters for
several months had been infrequent
and did not disclose his location.
The last letter received by the
family on June first.

Born in Gary, May 7, 1922, Marion)

v : |
I i

H % 1 \I‘:Illli- to the Wins vieinity with/|

1 1 ! X his parents eleven ars ago, and

4 3 F completing school at Ripley|

' ; ssisted his father on the farm.,

: | After the death in 1940 of Mr. Ap-

| pel, a veteran of World War No. 1,
land overseas fourteen months,
Marion remained at the family’
jfarm for a time, then went to

Marion Apple. 22, Meets  Death

While Fighting With U, S, PVT. MARION APPEL {Gary where he was employed at
the time he enlisted.

_‘]ﬂl‘llles Overseas Pvt. Marion Appel, twenty-two Surviving besides the mother are

: years of age, is dead as the result || sisters, Mrs. Katherine Whybrew

—— of wounds received in fighting in}|and. Mary Lou; brothers Hilbert,

WINAMAC Ind.— Miri o the Pacific. The terse telegram Flmn:-ld and Otto, all at home; also
. nd.— Marion .\I)PL. from the War department, telling|jthe maternal grandmother, Mrs.

e of the .\‘&ll‘illﬂ:-‘, li&ls hl_‘(!ll kil]l.‘ll of her son's death, was received by || Sarah Pugh of the Kewanna viein-
) : Mrs. Otte Appel on Saturday, and iil)‘.
in action in the Pacific war theatre, gave no other information, except
according to a war department :i.':.l T
telegram received by his mother, .
Mrs. Otto Apple. residing north- Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Aug 1944: 1.
west of Winamae,
Mrs. Apple's last word trom her < Dead
son came on June 1. No date was .
~iven in the telegram, which stated Pvt' l-c Marlon H' Appely
that further details would follow. 22‘Y“r-0ld Marine of near
He has been  overseas for 1% ~ Ri :
ipley who di
months, He enlisted in the Marine | pie. = d*ed of _wound'
corps ou October 1, 1942, suffered in an undisclosed
He was born on May 7, 1922, South Pacific action: i
Surviving are the mother; two : !
sisters, Mrs, Oliver Whybrew, of < 3
Pulasky county, and  Miss Mar: _PVt- Appel was serving with a
Arple. at home, and three brothe Marine Raider battalion when

ers, Otto, Jr., Hilbert and Donald,

R e wounded. He was the son of Mrs.

v Otto K. Appel and had been over-
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 21 Aug 1944: 5. seas for 18 months. |
Survivors include the mother,
and the fol%owing brothers and sis-
ters, Mrs. Oliver Whybrew, Otto
Appel, Jr., Mary Lou Appel, Hil-
bert Appel, Donald Appel and a
grandmother, Mrs. Joseph Pugh
of Kewanna.

Winamac (IN) Republican 24 Aug 1944: 1.
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Mother of War
'Victim Receives
IOfﬁcer's Letter

| Mrs. Otto Appel of the Win-
| amac vicinity has received the fol-

lowing letter from the captain of®

| the campany of which her son Mar- |
| fon was serving when he suffered
| fatal injuries last July:

| Dear Mrs. Appel:

This letter is written' to ex-
| press the deep. sympathy of the
| officers and men of this company
\for you in the loss of your son,
Private First Class Marion H. Ap-
! pel. 1 realize that this letter is
| late, but we were nol sure that
| you had been notified.

| Your son was Killed during an
" enemy mnight attack on July 22,
1944, It was the day after our
 landing on  Guam. Marton was
| serving as a machine gunner when
| a Japanese hand grenade exploded
! néar him, causing severe wounds.
' His buddies gave him first aid but
' were unable to save him and he
died within a few minutes.

I had known DMarion since he
joined the battalion in December,

Llor Over W year.
{ knew him wiil long remember him
as a willing, intelligent Marine
and a cheerful, loyal, brave com-
rade.
Sincerely yours,
JAMES N. PUTNAM,
Captain, USMCR.
Ap_ end losed card stated that
PFC Appel had been burled in the
Army, Navy and Marine eemetery
{in Guam.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Feb 1945: 2.

15 Jan 2026

©2026, Jim Phillips

1942, apd was his platoon leader!
All of us who

[ Picture of Son’s Grave

Marion Appel,

distinetly on the cross.

.

Col Jblm Remaklum of Dayton,
Ohld spent a few days last week
‘in‘the home of Mrs. Otto Appel,
mpﬂhwest of Winamac. Now at
the hospital at Great Lakes for
treatmenty he was one of four men
avounded at the time PFC Marion
‘Amlel was killed on Guam. Twd

‘other men of the gun crew werc

also killed. The visiting Marlne.‘

- who was wounded again on Iwo‘

‘Jima, sald he, and Marion were

=pals and had made a promise if
" only one got home he would visit
. ihe other's parents. The two Ma-

rmes were together in New Zea-

~land, Guadalcanal, Bougainville and
- Guam, J |

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Aug 1945: 2.

Mrs. Otto Appel recelved sev-
eral pictures of the military ceme-
tery on Guam where her son, Pvt,
lies. It was sent
by a friend of her son who took
the snapshots while stationed on
the island. Marion's name shows

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Mar 1946: 8.
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Orlando Bapst

According to the 1930 US Census, Orlando was one of sixteen children.

Born: 4/5/1922

Entered: 10/11/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35449196,PFC
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 7/24/1944

Parents: Philip William and Margaret Ophellia Offenbaker Bapst

On 24 July 1944, Orlando Bapst, 22, died leading his squad against the Germans. He is recorded
to have entered from Pulaski County, Indiana, but his life appears to begin and end in Ohio. He
was buried in Beaver, OH.

Pfe. Orlando Bapst, 22 year
old son of Mr. and Mrs. Philipl§ §
Bapst of Beaver, was killed in
actiom in France last July.
He arrived in England in May
just in time to make the i
vasion of France. He died leadin,
his squad in an attack against
Germans, Pfc. Bapst was traind}l
ed at Camp Atterbury, Ind., an
Camp Breckinridge, Ky.

Pfc. Orlando Bapst

Columbus  Avenue, Altegether|
Pfc. Bapst is survived by eigh
brothers and six sisters.

Washington Court House (OH) Record-Herald 15 Jun 1945: 3. Website (newspapers.com).
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Robert Lee “Bobby” Baske
Bobby was the first Winamac boy to be killed in the war.

Born: 4/24/1925

Entered: 9/2/1943

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35893764,CPL
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 8/2/1944

Parents: Harry Chester and Irene Emma Bracher Baske

On 2 August 1944, Bobby Baske, 19, was killed in action in France. He served 11 months in the
infantry, including 4 months in the European war zone and D-Day. He was awarded the Purple
Heart. He was a resident of Winamac. He is buried at the Normandy American Cemetery in

Colleville-sur-Mer, France.

‘Robert Baske, in
‘Missing’ List Last
Week, Reported Dead

Cpl. Robert Baske, well known
lad whose energy and pleasant
demeanor had endeared himsell to
friends and acquaintances here in
his native town, is the first actual
resident of Winamac to make the
supreme sacrifice in the European
war.

Word came early- last week to
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Harry
Baske, that he was “missing in
action.” This message was follow-
ed by another one Sunday report-
ing that he had been killed.

Pvt. Robert L. Baske, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Harry Bagke of Win-
amac, in the Infantry,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Dec 1943: 1.

15 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips

Only nineteen years of age, and
a graduate of the Winamac high
school in the class of 1943, Robert
gave up his budding business as a
photographer in September of last
year to answer the Army's call.
He completed his basic training
in March of this year at Fort Mec-
Clellan, Ala, meantime winning
promotion to corporal in an infan-
try company. His outfit went to
Ireland for further (training In
April, was later transferred to Eng-
jund, then went to the scene of
action in France during June or
July.

The young man was born In
Winamuc on April 24, 1925, and
spent all of his life here until en-
tering serviee. Besides the par-
ents he leaves a’ brother and sis-
ter, Dick and Almajean.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 31 Aug 1944: 1.
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Robert E. “Bob” Fahler

Bob was one of three Star City fatalities honored with a memorial flagpole at the Star City
school.

Born: 7/21/1925

Entered: 12/20/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35899874,PVT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 8/6/1944

Parents: William Edward "Ed" and Amy Fern Thomas Fahler

On 6 August 1944, Bob Fahler, 19, was killed in action in France. He served 8 months, including
2 months in the European war zone. He was awarded the Purple Heart. He was a lifelong
resident of Star City. He was buried in Brittany American Cemetery in Montjoie Saint Martin,
France.

Robert Fahler

Veterans of Pulaski County.
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Robeft thler
War Victim

Pulaski County hmlh in Army Re.
ported Killed in France on
) August 6,

WINAMAC, Ind., Aug. 29—Pyi.
tobert Fahler, 19, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Ed Fahler, of a mile north
of Star City, was killed in France
on August 6, according to a War
department message received by
the parents,

Private Fahler entered the ser-
vice last December and had been
yoverseas since June, going to
France last month. The last letter
the parents received from him
was written in France on July
25. He had his training in Ala-
bama and Maryland.

Born July 21, 1925, in Star City,
he attended the Star City high
tchool and was'a member of the
Christian  church there. He was
employed at the Strong dairy here
hefore entering the service. The
parents are the only survivors,

v

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 29 Aug 1944: 7.

Webpage (newspapers.com).
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War Memorial

Is Dedicated
At Star City

Stone and Court Are |
Erected as Tribute to )

(Ry Mrs. C. L. Reed)

Servicemen of Community | -
1

The dedication of the Star (ll)
War Memorial Coirt, in connecti
with the Memoprial ay z
Sunday afiernoon, was arn
sive event. The men mi:ul em-
braces the area on the sc ml!
grounds between the schooi build-|
ing and the gymnasium. The main
feature of the court is a native
houlder set far back into {be en
closure. A bronze tablet on the
stone carries this inscription:

women who left the Star City |
community to serve their coun-
try in World War II and in
memory of the three who gave
thelr lives.

Robert E. Fahler, Inf.

David L. Jones, Navy

Richard B. Reed, A.AF.
They fought for Peace with
Honor.”

j eluding churches and school, 'mll

A long narrow cement W alk!
connects the boulder part of the|
memorial to a eircular base for the
60-1t. flag pole. On three sides of;
thig are curved benches of Bedford|
stone, each with a gold star for|

! the three young men who gave

tln dr lives. Shrubs and ;llnn nexr |
' to the buildings add beauty along|
the sides and front. The s
hind the houlder forms a stage,
and laurel and fiower boxes out-|

line the froné of the area. |

Honore? at Tervices.
"his was the setting {or lhn
ices Sunday afternoon. Amer-|
fags on standards and potied

H rn] geraniums around the flag pole

ms uh up the decorations. Musle|

Star Cit ¥, gave the dedication talk. |
A folded flag lay on each stone |
bench until being presented to the|
families of the decensed veterans
by former members of the same
branches n[ service—Darwin Say-
ers. A.AF.: Roger Lincoln, Navy,

“in henor of the men aud ,-u"l (n-nrgr- Hoesel, infantry. Mrs.|

Clark Reed placed the wreath ony
the memorial.

The War Memorial committee|
was made up of n-|un-<e~n!-ui\‘n=.a n!‘
each community organization, In-

the construction was financed 'I?h
subscription terested gr mqu-,
Suitable p le

from time
consisted of M t udj
Wirick, Mrs. h ank  Stephe
Floyd Knebel and Dwight Sur
In charge of the Memaorial pro,
this year and dedicatory services;
were Mrs. Stephens, Mrs. Sylvins
Geler, Mrs. Tom Denshorn and
Mrs. Fred Cords.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Jun 1948: 1.
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Chester Norbert “C.N.” Czuchalski

C.N. was granted leave to sit for his bar exam.

Born: 5/31/1918

Entered: 5/28/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,36666142,PVT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 8/12/1944

Parents: Lawrence Edwin and Janina Margarita Smielewski Czuchalski

On 12 August 1944, “C.N.” Czuchalski, 26, was killed in action in France. He served 15 months,
including in the European war zone. He was awarded the Purple Heart. He had a cousin in
Pulaski County. He was buried in the Resurrection Cemetery in Justice, IL.

V', C, NORBERT CZUCIIAL-
SKI, son 'of Mr, and Mrs,
i Linurcnooe Crucholskl, 4322
" South ‘Richmond avenue, ro
cently  gradualed ' from - the John
Mnrsimll Law school and was given
n filve day’ pass
from Camp Grant
{lo;come:lo Chl-
e { cago:for his bar
e examination, Pyt,
g Czuchalskl wos n
member of the
John Marshall
i Law Quarterly
staflf and a for.
B mer member of
H the Chleogo Flo
tion guild,

- i

st Cenchinlakl,
Chicago (IL) Tribune 11 Jul 1943: 127.

Webpage (newspapers.com).

1]
1

|

!

i"R.g:lntiw: Killed in France i

~ Mrs. Matthew Kwiatkowski has
been. informed of the death of Pvt.
Norbert Czuchalski, son of Mr. and |
Mrs. Lawrence Czuchalski of Chi-
cago, and a cousin of the late Matt-
hew Kwiatkowski. He is known
hére through numerous visits at
the Kwiatkowski farm home north-
west of Winamae, Twenty-six
years of age, he was killed in ac-
tion in France on August 12, Re-!
quiem memorial high mass was
held recently "at the Five Hol}
Martyrs church in Chicago. l

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Oct 1944: 1.
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Howard Francis Jordan

In a letter to his momma a week before his death, Howard wrote that the phase of the war was

“serious business”.

Born: 1/1/1914
Entered: 1/11/1944

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35901240,PVT

Died: 8/18/1944

Spouse: Virginia Faye

Hazelgrove Jordan

Parents: Maude Ethel Casey (George Mount[deceased]) Jordan (Philip) Bergdolt

On 18 August 1944, Howard Jordan, 30, initially reported as wounded, was killed in action in
France. He served 8 months, including 1 month in the European war zone. Until adolescence,
he lived in Pulaski County. He was buried in the cemetery in Remington. He was married with

four children.

‘Casualty Message
Tells of Death

‘Of Howard Jordan

Details were received this week |
concerning the death of Pvt. How-
ard Francis Jordan, son of Mrs.
Phillp Bergdolt, living south of
Winamae on the White county
line, who was killed in action in
France on August 18.

Pvt. Jordan's wife, who lives in
Gary, recelved a telegram from the
 War Department on September 1,
stating that he had been wounded
on August 18. Another message
on September 7 revealed that he
had been killed in action on that|
date, |

In his last letter' to his mother, |
written August 11, he stated that|
he had arrived in Franee and lhntl
the phase of the war /there was
“serious business.” Pvt. Jordan
entered service on January 4 of
this year and was in the infantry.
|He only had been overseas since
July.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28

15 Jan 2026

Father of Four Children. |
Thirty years of age, Jordan was
born January 1, 1914, in Beaver
township. During his early school
years he attended a country school
in Beaver township and Pulaski
school. After the family moved|
to White county, he attended Roy-
al Center high school. Before en-
fering the Army, he was employed
in the Gary steel mills.
Survivors, besides his mother
and wife, include four children—
Howard Jr, six; Jean, five; Ruth,
two; and Sharen, born July 8,
whom he never had seen; two
brothers — Cpl, George, now* in
France; Alfred of Beaver town-
ship; a sister, Mrs. Edna Cart-
mell of the Monticello vicinity.
His father died in 1918.

Sep 1944: 1.

JSe}Qices To Be Sunday |

The remains of Pvt. Howard F.
Jordan, formerly a resident of
Beaver township, are to veach
bere Friday noon and will be tak-
en to ilhe Kennedy funeral hoiie,
where final rites will be held Sun-
Jay afternoon at one o'clock.

Born Jan. 1, 1914, he attended
school in Beaver township and Pu-
laskl, hen took employment at
Gary. He entered the Army from
there early In 1944, just after his
thirtieth birthday; was sent (o
gurope In July of that year, and
was killed In action <he next
month—Aug. §, 1944, !

* The soldier's mother, Mrs. Phillp &

Bergdolt, lives south of Winamac
; op <he White county liné. His wid-
ow Is a resident of Hobart. He!
was the father of four children, the
younges: of whom was born after
he entered service. Alfred Jordan
| of Beaver township Is a brother; |
there is one other brothér, George,
and a sister, Mrs. Etna Cartnell
of Monticello, 1
Mothers of World War Il are (o
hold a memorial service at the
Kennedy chapel Friday evening.

{
|
|
|

. PVT. HOWARD F. ?DRDAN.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Feb 1949: 1.
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Foster D. Vogel

Foster’s momma got a letter from him a week before his death. His momma and Albert Ross’s
momma were sisters, as well as both Gold Star Mothers.

Born: 9/25/1913

Entered: 10/2/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35895974,CPL
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 8/30/1944

Spouse: Hilda Houghton Vogel
Parents: Eva L. Demos (Martin L.[deceased]) Vogel

On 30 August 1944, Foster Vogel, 30, was killed in action in Bretagne, France. He served 11
months, including 3 months in the European war zone. He was awarded the Purple Heart. He
lived most of his life in Monterey. Brittany American Cemetery in Montjoie Saint Martin,
France. He was married.

been killed in action in France on
PFC Foster Vogel August 30, He was a son of Mrs.
Martin Vogel of the Monterey vi-
. oA
cinity.
Of Monterey Kl“ed Thirty years of age, PFC Vogel
entered the gervice a year ago
ln France August 30 next month, completing his basic

training in March of this year at
The death of PFC Foster D.camp Blanding, Fla.

Vogel of Monterey was announced ;
in a telegram from the War De-
partment received last week end

He arrived
in England the latter part of June
and in France the middle of July.

A letter written to his mother on
by his wife, who lives in Culver. sygust 23, a week before his

The message stated that he had 4, ath, stated he had seen action

then.
Cousin Killed in April.

He was born In the Monterey
vicinity and spent most of his
life there. He was married to Miss
Hilda Houghton of Culver in No-
vember of 1936. A first cousin of
PFC Vogel's, Lt. Albert Ross Jr.
of Monterey, was killed last April.

SurvivingFoster, besides his wife
and mother,area Inr>ll er Hubertof
Gary and sister Mary Jane Zechiel
of Mon

e

PFC FOSTER D. VOGEL

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Sep 1944: 1.

Cpl. Foster D. Vogel, in the in-
fantry, son of Mrs, Martin
Vogel of Montomy His wlte

“also lives at Monterey,

Pulask/ County (IN) Democrat 4 May 1944: 1.
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Charles Harvie Hill
Charles left a wife and two children, aged 4 years and 18 months.

Born: 8/20/1915

Entered: 2/1/1944

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35243921,PVT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 9/7/1944

Spouse: Annabelle Bochtler Hill
Parents: Harvie Sharp and Lena Smith Hill

On 7 September 1944, Charles Hill, 29, reported missing in action the previous day, was
reported killed in action in France. He served 7 months, including 2 months in the European
war zone. He was awarded the Purple Heart. He was formerly from Medaryville. He was
buried in Westville. He was married with two children.

— 1
| Dies In Action I |
e ones v o —— !

e |
i

Former Resident Missing

]
Medaryville relatives have re-

‘ ' ceived word that Pvt. Charles Hill,
‘ ‘gon of Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Hill
!
|
\
x
|
|
|

' of. Westville, former Medaryville
residents, is missing in action in
| France.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Oct 1944: 1.

| Pvt. Charles H.- HIll, 29, husband
‘Iot Mrs, Anna B. Hill_ 602 Indiana
:a\renue, reported .missing in ac-
i{lou since September 6, is now
reported killed in ‘action on Sep-
tember 7. He Is a son of Mr. and
'Mrs, Harvey HIll, of Westville,
and beside his widow and parents
leaves a son, Richard Wayne, 4,
a ‘daugmer, Barbara Ellen, elght
months,” and three t;rothers, Corp.
Omer Hill, with the 368th Bomb
Squadron, 306th Bomb Group, in
!England; Owen - Hill, at home,
and Lester Hill, of LaPorte.
(Valparaiso IN) Vidette-Messenger of Porter County 17 Oct 1944:
1. Webpage (newspapers.com)
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South Bend (IN) Tribune 12 Oct 1944: 30.
Webpage (newspapers.com)
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Lester Earl Okeley

Lester wrote his folks 3 days before he was declared missing in action and declared killed in
action another 4 days later.

Born: 6/28/1920

Entered: 12/16/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35574714,PFC
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 9/10/1944

Parents: Chester Lee "Lee" and Josephine "Josie" Galaskey Okeley Sr.,

On 10 September 1944, Lester Okeley, 24, after being reported missing in action, was killed in
action in France. He served 22 months, including 3 months in the European war zone. He was
awarded the Purple Heart. He was formerly from Denham. He was buried in Highland
Cemetery in North Judson.

i Former Resident Missing

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Okeley of
North Judson, formerly of Den-
ham, received a telegram last
‘?@ek from the War Department
tating that their son, PFC Lester
Okeley, has been missing in ac-
'tion in France since September 6.
! They received a letter from him
the day before the telegram ar-
rived, dated September 3, in which
he said he was on the move and
had little time to write. He has
been overseas since July of this
Jyeur. I
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Oct 1944: 1.

Erburkation Juze 30 1944 o
i H.I.\:l-'fll France =8 Septamber 10,

Lester Okeley (Collection of Melinda Okeley) -
ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/177789918/person/182312404817/
media/f0e3b2f4-caf8-44ac-b4a5-b0fb5360e9f2
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I

s T

o Mr. and Mrs. Lee Okeley of the
+ Denham  vicinity received a tele-
rgram from the War Departhient
tast Thursday afternson stating
that their son. PFC Lester Okeiey,
was killed in action on Seitpember
1. He was twenty-four years of
Tage.

On Sepiember 20, Mrs. Okeley
received a letter dated September
3, and that afternoon she was q1oti-
fiedd that Lester had been missing
in action sinee September 6. In

l
]
i
{
i
zgm dpfantry, he bad been in serv-
{ijce for two yvears, and had Dbeen
!mersms since July.

§oMr cand Mra, Okeley have i{wo
1anlhtt‘r sons in the Army = Pvi,
i Claude, in England, and PFC Ches:
ter, in °the \_9th9rlandu Sast

| Indies.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Jan 1945: 1.
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Harold Leroy McWherter
Harold died three months after incurring a head wound.

Born:3/11/1911

Entered: 9/16/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35371854,CPL or T/5
Died: 9/16/1944

Spouse: Forest Genevieve Vanaman (Harold Leroy[deceased]) McWherter (Harry) Conn
Parents: Wilson Derrick (Clara Esther Ware[deceased])

On 16 September 1944, Harold McWherter, 33, died of head injuries sustained on June 17 in
Hollondia, New Guinea, after expecting his return home after a hospital stay. He served 24
months, including 17 months in the Pacific war zone. He spent his childhood in Winamac. He
was buried in Winamac Cemetery. He was married.

Pvt. Harold MeWherter stated in
|a l:tter received recently by his:
| wife that he is recovering from a
| serious head injury sustained June
[ 17. He is still confined to a hos-
" pital in New Guinea put the injury
is healing and he is feeling better,
he said. Mrs. MecWherter s living
| with her parents, Mr. and Mrs, Ed-
lgar Vanaman of Franklin township,

_—

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Sep 1944: 1.

Pvt. Harold McWherter in the en-
gineering Corps, son of Wilson
McWherter. His wife is the
former Miss Forrest Vanaman.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Apr 1943: 1.

15 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips Page 107 of 237



Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Pulaski Man

Harold McWherter, Previously Re-
ported Wounded, Dies in
New Guinea.

WINAMAC, Ind., Sept. 26—Har-

old McWherter, 30, of near Win-
amac, an army engineer stationed
in ew Guinea, died Sept. 16, ac-
cording to a. War Department
message received yesterday by his
wife, Mrs. Forrest .McWherter,
who resides northeast of here
with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ed-
gar Vanaman,
. Mrs, McWherter had received
word sometime ago that her hus-
band, who operated a bulldozer,
had been wounded on June 17, but
she does not know if that was the
caus eof his death.

from him since he was wounded,
the last one stating that he would
soon be on his way home.
Surviving besides the wldow
m hln !!.ttuu- and u brothqr.

4 R

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 26 Sep 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026

Reported Dead

She had received several letters

Dies of Injuries
In South Pacific

Mrs. Forrest McWherter of Win-
amac received a telegram from the
War Department Monday stating
| that her husband, Cpl. Harold Mec-
Wherter, had died on September
16. He was stationed at Hollandia

'Harold McWherter

in New Guinea, where he had been
confined to a hospital since June
17 because of a head injury.

The same day Mrs. McWherter
received the telegram a letter ar-
rived from her husband stating he
had been released and that he ex-
pected to start home soon. It was
written on August 30.

In Action Two Years.

In the engineering corps, Cpl
McWherter had been in the South-
west Pacific action for more than
two years. He was born March 11,
1911, a son of Wilson McWherter,
‘ormerly of Winamac and now Jiv-

i1 ing in Michigan. A brother Lester

lives southeast of Winamae.

His marriage to Miss Forrest
Vanaman took place September 15,
1435, at the home of her parents,

g4 Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Vanaman of
Franklin township, where she is
row living. They have no chils
dren.

CPL. HAROLD McWHERTER

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Sep 1944: 1.
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Roy Thomas Hyatte
Roy was farming with his dad before he was called into service.

Born: 8/7/1923

Entered: 3/31/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35138508,PFC
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 9/18/1944

Parents: Abraham Jonathan "Jack" and Edith Minnie Berg Hyatt

On 18 September 1944, Roy Hyatte, 21, was killed in action in Italy. He was awarded the Purple
Heart. He served for 18 months, including in the European war zone. He was awarded the
Purple Heart. He was from Francesville. He was buried in the Florence American Cemetery in
Impruneta, Italy.

County Boy
Dies In Action

Pfc. Roy Hyatte, 21 years old, The family had lived north of
scn of Mr. and Mrs. Abraham Winamac on route 3 until recently
Hyatte of Beaver township, was when they moved to another farm
killed in action on September 18, on Francesville, R. R. 2 in Beaver
according to a War Department township. :
telegram to his parents. Pfc. Hyatte was working with

Pfe. Hyatte was the youngest his father as a farmer before he
of a family of three sons and had was called to the service. The eld-
been fighting in Italy. He en- est brother, Ira Hyatte, is at home
tered the service in March, 1943. while a third brother is also in the

service.

Winamac (IN) Republican 5 Oct 1944: 1.

WL

'

Roy Hyatte (Collection of llaine Church) - ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/21909622/person/1152109859/med
ia/1475bba2-3ebc-4102-8afd-8d639ef84c80
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Alvin Frederick Copeland
Alvin had eight sisters as well as a brother named Shirley!

Born: 7/29/1910

Entered: 3/23/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35044743,PFC
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 9/27/1944

Parents: Elwood and Mary Taylor Copeland

On 27 September 1944, Alvin Copeland, 34, was killed in action near Nymegen, Holland. He
was awarded the Purple Heart. He served 30 months, including in the European war zone. He
was a lifelong resident of Pulaski County. He was buried at Bruce Lake Cemetery in Kewanna.

Monterey Soldier
Is Mentioned in
Time Magazine

A recent jssue of Time maga-
zine, in telling about the war in
Italy, mentions the name of Cpl
Alvin Copeland, son of Mr, and
Mrs. Elwood Copeland of the
Monterey vicinity, He was one
of three enlisted men with Lt.
{ Col. Edwin Stephenson when
| they saw a German tank running
; down the road, headed for them.
N As Time reports it, “The Colo-
; nel =aid: ‘Boys, let's stay.'

“‘Yes, sir,” they said. They
and the Colonel crawled into a
diteh by the road, fired when the

e s e ¥ : tank was ten feet away. The
P#h Alﬂn F. Gopelnnd. lll heﬁVY tank began smoking and the

LRk, T

artillery, son of Mr. and Mrs. German crew started to climb
Elwood Copeland of Monterey, from the turret. Colonel Steph-
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Jul 1943: 1. i enson_ said: ‘My men cut them

down one by one with rifles as
they climbed out.'”

et e B — . . o . e e e i . e e

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 21 Oct 1943: 1.
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Paratrooper

From County

Killedin Action
Pvt. Alvin Copeland of

Tippecanoe Township
Is Holland Casualty

A telegram from the War De.
partment Wednesday notified rela-
tives of the death of Pvi. Alvin
Copeland, which occurred In ac-
tion in Holland on September 27,
The message came to the soldier's
brother, Shirley Copeland of Win-
amac because of the advanced age
of their parents, Mr. and Mrs, El-
wood Copeland of Tippecanoe
township. The message stated a

1944: In the Thick of It — The Dead

Dies in Holland

PVT. ALVIN COPELAND

letter would follow.

Pvt. Copeland entered the Hol-
land campaign with the. para
troopers and it is assumed he was
with the trapped divislon which
suffered heavy casuvalties. He re-
cently told In a letter of going
with the glider troops to France,

A native of the Monterey vicini-
ty, Pvt. Copeland was thirty-four
years of age last July 10. He-spent
his entire life in the vjeinity of
his birth, farming until a year or
80 beforé entering service, when
he took employment at the Kings-
bury ordnance plant. He never

He was In the Sicilian campaign, married.

and had seen service also in Ire-
land and Afriea during his more
than two and a half years in the
Army. He was inducted March
23, 1942,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12

15 Jan 2026

Surviving, besides the aged par-
ents and brother Shirley, are eight
sisters-— Mrs, Minnie Staley of
Hammond, Mrs. Iva Vinson of
Knox, Mrs. Rese Sheane of Chi-
cago, Mrs. Anzy Rasmussen, of
Indianapolis, Mrs. Amanda Went-
zel of Lake Bruce, Mrs. Madeline
Gllchrist of Detroit, Mrs. Grace
Wright of Los Angeles, and Mrs.
Peggy Fout at home,

Oct 1944: 1.

ounty Soldier
iesInHolland

Mr. and Mrs. Elwood Copeland
®f Monterey, received word yes-
terday that their son, Alvin F.
Copeland, 34 years oid, was killea
in action Sept,.27 in Holland. He
was a brother of Shirley Copeland
of Winamae.

Pvt. Copeland, a native of Pu-
laski county, spent most of his life
in Tippecanoe township. He at-

tered military service in March,
1942.

tended Monterey schools and en-l

The War Department telegram
| did not give details of his death.
[ Survivors | besides the parents
and brother are cight sisters: Mrs.
Minnije Staley of Hammond; Mrs.
Ivy Vinson of Knox; Mrs. Rose
Sheane of Chicago; Mrs. Grace
Wright of Los Angeles, Calif.;
Mrs. Anzy Rassmussen of Indian-
apolis; Mrs. Peggy Fouts at home;
Mrs, Amanda Wentzel of Lake
Bruce vicinity, and Mrs. Madaline
Gilcrest of Detroit, Mich.

Winamac (IN) Republican 12 Oct 1944: 1.

Parents Receive

Letter from
'Son’s Chaplain

Mr. and Mrs, Elwood Copeland
of the Monterey vicinily received
a letter last week from the chap-
lain of their son's unit, parts of
which follow,

My dear Mrs. Copeland:

In the season of sorrow occas-

tlened by the death of your son Al-
| vin, killed in action in Holland on
1Sc-l|l|-mbc-r 2, 1944, may I extend
‘m you my deep sympathy. I was
! his chaplain, and 1 assure you that
your loss add sorrow is also our
loss and sorrow. The officers and
the enlisted men of the division
join me In this expression of sin-
cere sympathy. Your son was a
| part of the K2nd Airborne division,
| We miss him even as you do. We
|are proud to have had him with
| us,

To the 82nd Airborne division
| he rendered needed service in bat-
Ilh-. To the last fatal moment he
'was a dependable and efficient
|soldier. PFC Copeland was cheer-
ful even under adverse condition;
his friendliness was sincere—in
combat he was one of the best likied
soldlers in the battalion. He was
proficient in the service to which
he was assigned and he was cour-
ageous in the discharge of duty.

His body was buried in an Amer
ican cemetery in Holland, & chap-
lain of his owh religious faith con-
ducting the final rites. At some
later date the War Department will
notify you of the location of the
grave.

Now that Alvin has been trans-
ferred to “that land from whose
bourne no traveller returns,” 1
pray that the Supreme Commander,
our Father in heaven, will grant |
unto him joy and peace more than
We can ask or think; and, unto you,

grace of His comfort and

Bincerely,
WILLIAM J. REID
Chaplain, 82nd Abn. Div. Arty.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Apr 1945: 2.
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Woodrow Ralph “Woody” Steenstrup
Woodrow died on his birthday.

Born: 9/30/1918

Entered: 11/2/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,908572,PFC
Died: 9/30/1944

Spouse: Marion Hansen Steenstrup
Parents: Ralph and Lillian _ Steenstrup

On 30 September 1944, Woodrow Steenstrup, 25, was killed in action on Peleliu Island within
the Palau Islands. He served 5 months, including in the Pacific war zone. He was married to a
former Winamac girl. He was buried in Camp Butler National Cemetery in Springfield, IL. He
was married with one child.

{

1!

Woodrow Steenstrup, Dec 1937 (Collection of valminocqua) -
ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/12166779/person/1646770104/med

ia/4fede6b8-08fe-4739-84f8-957d33ab3857/

Woodrow Steenstrup, 19 Nov 1943. vetrecs.archives.gov
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Pfe. Wooedrow Steenstrup, hus-
band of the former Marian Han-
sen of Winamace, now living in
Elgin, Il ' '

Pfe. Steenstrup was Kkilled in

action in the Southwest Pacifie
fighting while serving as a gunner
on a landing barge. His widow,
the former Marian Hansen, is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Chris
Hansen, formerly Winamac resi-
dents now living in Elgin, IlL
Winamac (IN) Republican 26 Oct 1944: 1.

Woody's grave on Palaliu (Collection of valminocqua) -
ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/12166779/person/1646770104/med
ia/2f89b41a-9253-4900-a28e-9bdf76b51727.
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Richard E. “Dick” Long
Dick had a son whom he never saw.

Born: 12/25/1916

Entered: 2/1/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35152636, 0-1035087,CPT
Medal: Bronze Star

Died: 10/2/1944

Spouse: Maryalice Robbins Long
Parents: Curtis Edgar “John” and Maude Sanders Long

On 2 October 1944, Dick Long, 27, died of wounds received in action in Sansapor, Papua,
Indonesia. He served 42 months, including 15 months in the Pacific war zone. His parents were
former Winamac residents. He was buried in Logansport. He was married with a child.

Husband of Former
Resident Killed in Action

Mrs. Richardl E, Long. of Ke-
wanna, formerly Miss Mary Alice
Robbins of this city, received word
Saturday from the War Depart-
ment, that her husband, Captain
Long, had died of wounds received
in action in the South Pacific on
Oct. 2.

Mrs. Long is the daughter of Mr,
and Mrs. Wm. Robbinsg, of Kewan-
na, who were residents here for
several years while Mr. Robbins
was ticket agent at the depot. She
and her baby son, a year old, are
making their home "with her par-
ents,

Dick and Maryalice Long 11 Jan 1942 (Collection of jennifer long) -

ancestry.com/mediaui- Culver (IN) Citizen 18 Oct 1944: 1. Webpage (newspapers.com).
viewer/collection/1030/tree/5427974/person/-

1454863186/media/63ac32ef-0c18-4afa-aa8c-6a147958c731
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iKe'wanna Captain Dies
'Of Wounds in New Guinea

Capt. Richard 'E, Long, son of
! Mr. and Mrs. John E. Long.of Ke-
| wanna, died October 2 as a result
| of wounds suffered in action in New
‘Guinea. His mother is the former
i Miss Maude Sanders of Winamace,
and he is a grandson of Mrs, Cora
ESarulera of Merton, Ill., also a form-
ler Winamace resident.

In the chemical warfare service,
Capt. Long was twenty-seven years
of age. Besides the parents he is
survived by his wife, the fornier
Mary Alice Robbins of Kewanna,
and. son Richard E. Jr., ‘eleven
months old, whom he never saw.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Oct 1944: 1.
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Walter John Paulsen
Walter was in the honor guard, welcoming Sgt. Alvin York to Camp Claiborne.

Born: 4/4/1913

Branch,SN,Rank: 3/24/1942USA,35110894,SSGT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 10/2/1944

Parents: Paul C. and Anna B. Kalina Paulson

On 2 October 1944, Walter Paulsen, 31, died of wounds sustained in service in Holland. He was
awarded the Purple Heart. He served 19 months. He had relatives in Winamac. He was buried
in Highland Cemetery in North Judson.

—— T e i s | 2

Attend Rites for Nel;hew

Mrs., Amelia Paulsen attended
final rites at North Judson Wed-
nesday afternoon for her nephet,
Walter Paulsen, sop of Mr. mull
Mrs. Paul Paulsen of North-Jud-
son. The young serviceman met|

o his death while with the armed|
mmxmuhu; whence he embarked for overseas.| forces in Europe.

'Entering the service of his coun-

overnmen lelegram, the har-| try in March of 1942, Waltér re-|
binger of sorrow in thousands of | ceived his' training at Camp Clal-|
mAu:hmwtb- days,| borne where he once served in the
was received last Saturday evening guard of honor selected to welcome
by Mr, and Mrs, Paul Paulsen and| Sgt. York of the first World war

thers from here

tion, Previously wounded, but not
serlously, Walter was decorated with
the Purple Heart which he proudly
sent home to his folks. If Walter's
glorlous record as a soldier can
serve In part to appease his loved
ones' sorrow, that well justified
pride should give them great com-
fort.

g
5
g
i

(Valparaiso IN) Videtter-Messenger 14 Nov 1944: 8.

Webpage (newspapers.com).
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attending the services were Mr.
and Mrs, Fred Paulsen, Mrs. Har-

A
he had from o . \
protiees MR g B e I, ry-Pepoy and Miss Barge Matlec.
eaved family at| i : S EAE R e
't}?efmhm‘:kbm sustained at r Mr. and m“' Morris "'—“:—;'ﬂ Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Jan 1949: 1.
this revelation, , 1:"'|‘”"""‘| ot "l"'b,ml p
A member of an airborne 0D jng s number of relatives and
that has seen active service sinec friends. who ‘had remembered the
invasion day and had participated| oecasion and came with filled bas
in many bloody battles in France kets to help celebrate it. The day
and in Holland, Walter proved was clouded with the announce-
himself a credit to that organiz- | ment of the death of their nephew,
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William Gene “Billy Gene” Campbell (née Hobart Ward Dilks)

William was adopted after his mother died 13 months after his birth.

Born: 10/15/1922
Entered: 9/4/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,15331308,PFC

Medal: Purple Heart
Died: 10/4/1944

Parents: Elza E. and Ethel Fleming Campbell(adoptive)
Henry Clifton (Ada May Biddle[deceased]) Dilks (biological)

On 4 October 1944, Billy Gene Campbell, 21, was killed in action in Germany. He had served 25
months, including in the European war zone. He worked in Rich Grove Twp. He was buried in
the Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery and Memorial in Liege, Belgium.

William Campbell (seated) (Collection of hoosierjo) -
ancestry.com/mediaui-

15 Jan 2026

viewer/collection/1030/tree/83502957/person/44486458179/me
dia/1le7d2dda-63c7-49fd-89c8-49dbda7cac2c

Mrs. Lewis Lange of Rich Grove
township received word this week’
that PFC William- Campbell of Ko--
Komo was killed in actibn in Ger-
many on October 4. Hé was in a
tank corps division. Twenty-two
yvears of age, he worked on the
Lange farm before he eptered the
service. 1

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Nov 1944: 1.
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Robert Lee “Bob” Fagner

Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Bob’s mother received a letter two days before his death, and he was able to meet with his
brother in Italy four times earlier.

Born: 10/24/1924
Entered: 3/25/1943

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35130505,SGT

Medal: Purple Heart
Died: 10/4/1944

Parents: Thomas Lee and Emma Dahl Fagner

On 4 October 1944, Bob Fagner, 20, died from wounds received in action in southern France.
He served 18 months, including 12 months in the European war zone. He had previously been
awarded the Purple Heart. His parents lived in Pulaski County. He was buried in the Epinal
American Cemetery in Dinozé, France.

MEN AND WOME
1N WAR SERWIE

§Cmmty Men Meet in Italy,
| Hawaii, Alaska and
on Board Ship.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Fagner of

Jefferson township received a |

#letter this week from thelr son
! Ed in which e tells of a meeting
| with his brother Bob in [taly. When
{a third brother Wayne, at home,
igent Ed the new adiress of their
| brother Lob it _proved to be in a
{camp fifteen miles distant from
| Ed's camp in Italy, JEd was fort-
| unate in  getting imsportation
{theres and a week end pass. In
{his letter Ed said: “Fifteen miles
!sounds clese to you, but it isn't
i that way here, and one is not al-
ways sitting aroud his tent wait-
ing for visitors from home. I
may, not get to see him again  but
this meeting did us both a lot of

good.” Bob has been promoted to |

private first class,

In a letter to his parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Cal McKinley of Wina-

mae, their son Harold tells of a
recent meeting with Dean Bartlett,
! nnother Winamae boy in the Aleu-
tians. Through correspondence
‘with home folks each learned of
 the other's presence on the same
tisland, a mile apart, but weather
conditions prevented travel. When
the first nice day came Harold
made the trip. PBoth young men
have been stationed in Alaska and
! the Aleutians for more than two
years and this was their first
| meeting.

John Rafferty, 'WT 3/¢, of Star
City, was aboard an aircraft car-
‘rier for some time when his
| presence was discovered by Petty
| Officer Clyde Robertson. formerly
of Winamac. Robertson, who has
fhpen a member of the ship's band
i since he was assigned fo duty near-
Iy two vears ago, recently spent
{a leave with hig parents, Mr. and
i‘.\lrs‘ Clyde Roberison of Chicago.
| Pst. Joseph Schmicker '\\'re;le his
|parents, Mr. and Mrs. William
chhmieker of the Winamac vicin-
i ity, that he had met Cpl. Jim Nu-
(fer- in the Hawaiian islands re-
tcently. Pvt. Schmicker is now sta-
tioned at a south Pacific island.
{Mrs. Schmicker’s brother, PIC
| Gerald Gilsinger, has written her
i that he is now located in the south
i]’imifin also. 5

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Feb 1944: 1.
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| ra
l Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Fagner
| received a letter from their son
| Robert Tuesday, telling of his
| meeting his ‘brother Ed in Rome,
and that they had seen each other
three times after that. They had
lnhs;o met last December in Italy,
Py

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Jun 1944: 1.
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‘Wounds Fatal to
Sgt. Robert L. Fagner
Of Jeﬂ'erson Twp

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Fagner of
Jefferson township received word
Sunday from the War department

that their son, Sgt. Robert Lee
Fagner, died on October 4 from
wounds received in action in south-
ern France. The young sergeant,
who would have been twenly years
of age had he lived until October
24, bas served in Afriea, Italy and
France during a year oversens,
He was in the infantry.

1944: In the Thick of It — The Dead

Sgt. Fagner was born near Ful-
ton on October 24, 1924, but had
spent most of hig life in this vi-
cinity. The family lived northeast
of Winamae for a time, later mov-
ing to the farm west of town
where they now live. Before en-
tering service, he was engaged in
farming and trucking. He attend-
ed Francesville high school, and
entered service March 31, 1943,

Holder of Purple Heart.

The last letter received from
Sgt. Fagner was written October
2, two days before his death. He
said he was then in a rest camp
for two or three days, but made
no mention of having been wound-
ed. It was received by his family
last week. In January of this
year he was awarded the Purple
Heart for .wounds sustained in
Ttaly.

A brother, S/Sgt. Edward Fag.
ner, who is at the Ttalian fron®,

met Sgt. Fagner in Rome after it
fall. and the brothers planned to
eef in Paris at the first oppor
4unity. They had previously met

once in Italy when they were sta-
tioned but filteen miles apart.

Surviving, besides the ‘parents
and brother Edward, are brothers,
Sgt. Raymond Fagner in New
Guinea; - Richard and Wayne at
home, Russell of Jefferson town-
ship; sisters, Mrs. Gladys Witt-
kamper of Hobart, Mrs. Viola Borg-
man of Chicago and Miss Margue-
rite Fagner of Winamac.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Oct 1944: 1.
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Soldier’s Letter

How Robert L. Fagner was bap-

I don't know what I would do
without Him here. Only wonder
why I didn't accept the Lord long

tized before being killed in action |ag0 for He certainly is a wonder-
in France October 4th is’ told- in |ful Savior to me. |

this revealing letter written to his |

brother.

taly |
Feb. 13, 1944

Dear Richard:

Just received forty letters of
back mail, but old or new I still|:
enjoy them. -But best of all I re-
ceived Christ as my Savior about
five weeks ago This is how it hap-
pened.

You see, I knew we were mak-
ing a landing somewhere, but it
didn’t worry me much till we got
aboard the ships and ‘were on our
way, Then 1 began to fear what
wouid happen to me if I were to
be killed and -of the awful place
where I would have to spend my
life after death. I knew I was on
the road to Hell and that if I
didn’t trust Him then and there
it might be tbo late. You know
that the Gospel had been preached
to me many times. That fact
bothered me a great deal too. As
we came within three miles of this
Anzio beach head I finally gave
in and trusted and believed in
Christ, He saved me, and I was
baptized later in the Tyrrhenian

[sca. T know I'm saved for John

3:16, John 5:24 and many other
seriptures tell me so.

Before I was saved I often won-
dered how the rest of you that
were Chriatmns at home could
'keep away from the evil things
of the world and yet be so happy,
but I can see it plainly now, Didn’t
think I could ever be like that and
I wouldn’t be had the Lord not
saved me.

The Bible is a constant comfort
and a means of courage and
strength in this awful war. - I wish
the Christians back home would
pray that this war cease. It will
end when the Christians have had
enough. God is able to put to
naught the wisdom of men and
bring this slaughter to a close—
Trust Him to do so.

Please send me tracts—that I
may better understand -and lead
others to Christ. Many of the boys
are reading their Bibles, but do|
not know Him, whom to know is|
life enternal. Pray that I may lead

many to a saving knowledge of=

the Lord.
lif si so uncertain 'here.

Pray that I may come through
these battles in safety so that I
can come home, and be a witness
for Him there. If that is not His
will I'll see you in Heaven some
day.

Love in Christ,

©2026, Jim Phillips

ROBERT.

Winamac (IN) Republican 2 Nov 1944: 6.

So- many are lost and|
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Harry Watson
Harry described his platoon’s attack on a German position.

Born: 4/25/1924

Entered: 3/25/1943

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35654899,SGT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 10/4/1944

Parents: Rawleigh and Stella Jackson Watson

On 4 October 1944, Harry Watson, 20, was killed in action in France. He was awarded the
Purple Heart. He served for over 28 months, including 13 months in the European war zone.
He was awarded the Purple Heart. His parents lived in Rich Grove township. He was buried in
Raleigh Watson Cemetery in Carver, KY.

Ordered to capture 2,000 yards
of a wooded area, 3rd Division
troops ploughed through mud four
inches deep to do the job accord-
ing to an army correspondent.

Sgt. Harry Watson of Winamae,
a machine-gun leader, described
the action this way.

“We were shivering and soaked
but we knew the Krauts were too.
A strong-point was ahead. So
someone said to yell and keep
shooting.

“] heard one guy yell ‘Hi ho,
Silver, away." Before we knew it,
it was was all over.”

Results of the action showed a
command post wiped out along
with one field officer and 34 Ger-
mans captured. &5
Winamac (IN) Republican 26 Oct 1944: 1.

Mr. and Mrs. Rawleigh Watson
of Rich Grove township received
'word this week that their son,

Harry Watson (Collection of Dylan Hayn) - ancestry.com/mediaui- ‘Sgt. “:ll‘l")‘ Watsnn, was killed in

viewer/collection/1030/tree/106669142/person/340052830419/ :ucl]on in France on October .

media/830e8bf3-7fb8-4461-8984-3bb3ab6a8041 Twenty years old, Sgt. Watson had
{ been overseas since September of
11942,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Nov 1944: 1.
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1944: In the Thick of It — The Dead

(Editor's Note—Since "the fol-
lowing dispatch reached The Dem-
ocrat, word of Sgt. Harry Watson's
death has reached his parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Rawleigh Watson of Rich
Grove township.)

By, Pvit. Macy I. Broide.*
WITH THE 3RD DIVISION OF
THE SEVENTH ARMY, France—

hold up the American infantry, as
@ group German prisoners taken
on a recent Yank drive learned
to their regret.

The 3rd Division doughboys
were recently ordered to take
2,000 yards of difficult wooded
area for future use, just when the
terrain was covered with a layer
of mud four inches deep and the
air was cold and (!mlﬁx, 4

“Jerries,” said - Sgt. Julinn Bous-
sard of Youngsville, La., “were
sleeping- only 100 yards//from
whére we started. We jgrked the
Krauts out of their holes and kept
shoving them to the rear. A total
ol twelve pﬁhoners were taken on
Uthe first attack.”

This only whetted the appetite
of the men led by T/Sgt. Sorrell
Holder of Bay Springs, Miss. They
bypassed pockets and uncovered
a platoon of enemy mortars_set
up and ready—except for the men.

The attack hagn't moved along
far before the outfit ran into ‘a
well-defended: house, “About a
hundred rounds.from my squad,”
said Sgt. Garvice McCallum of
Bernice, La., "did the trick.”

the gunners, PFC Harold Keller
of Pittsburgh, Pa, and PFC Rob-
ert Stennard of Staten Island, N.
Y., included one flak-wagon, sev-
eral snipers killed, the surrender
of the strong-point. “This,” said
PFC_ Keller, “came after one of

It takes more than bad weather to]!

The haul described by two of|

|

Action With Seventh Army in
France Told by Winamac Sergeant
Now Listed as Killed in Battle

the Kraut officers fished out a bed
sheet and " waved it. We found
four dead and took twelve more
prisoners at the house.”

Still, the tired, unshaven and
shivering Yanks probed forward
and finally climaxed the job by
taking a strong-point fagther ahead.

Sgt.. Harry Watson ‘Winamac,
a machine-gun squad leader, told
the story this way.

“We were shivering and soaked
but we |knew the Krauts were too.
A strong-point was ahead. Some-
one said to yell and keep shoot-

ing.

“Everybody just got up and kept
going, blazing away and scream-
ing. I heard one guy yell ‘Hi ho;
Bilver, away!" They hollered every-
thing. The Jerries must have
thought it wag an Army. Bullets
spattered , mud all over, but we
must have scared most of them.

“Before we knew it, it was all
over."

Results showed up in the prison-
er toll from this last’ objective.
Still the men weren't dry. They
huddled around small gasoline-
wood blazes while the rain con-
tinued.

“Those Americans,” exclaimed
one German prisoner taken in the
attack, “were crazy. They would
just holler and shoot, holler and
shaqot. They're crazy!”

Cpl. Vyron Drake of Seminole,
Ola., who*saw it from the Yank
side, described “tired, wet, weary
GlIs standing and yelling and go-
ing after ‘the Jerries just like the
movie versions."” >
The “total reswit of the action:
The best part of a Kraut battalion
was pocketed, Killed or captured;
a command post was polished off
Hitler's books, along with one field
officer and thirty-four men, who
found their way into the cage of
ithe 30th Infantry Regiment.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Nov 1944: 8.

15 Jan 2026

©2026, Jim Phillips

Page 121 of 237



Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Paul Eugene Crowe
Paul had written two weeks before that he had seen little action.

Born: 4/14/1921

Entered: 7/3/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35359156,PFC
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 10/8/1944

Parents: Albert W. and Goldie Geneva Reeves Crowe

On 8 October 1944, Paul Crowe, 23, was killed in action in France. He served 25 months,
including one month in the European war zone. He was awarded the Purple Heart. He was a
lifelong resident of Pulaski County. He was buried in the Lorraine American Cemetery and
Memorial in Lorraine, France.

'PFC P l C f T Mr. and Mrs. Albert Crowe of
au rowe o the Medaryville vicinity received
& word ‘Tuesday from the War De-

Medaryville Killed |7z, o, .
\In Action October 8

{action on October & in France.

Twenty-three years of age last
4 April 14, PFC Crowe had been in
B !l service for over two years, but
had been overseas only since the
first of August. In the last letter
1to his parents, written on October
i 2, he stated that he was well and

5! | had seen little action. He was in
% .I' the infantry.

| Survivors, besides his parents,
» | include a sister, Mrs. Alma Rod-
|ner3 of Indianapolis; and a grand-
mother, Mrs, Mary Reeves of Me-
d daryville.

|
|
!

-

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Oct 1944: 1.
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William Herbert “Bill” Strickler
William married, for the second time, six months before his death.

Born: 2/12/1907

Entered: 6/7/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35356583,SGT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 10/14/1944

Spouse: Ruby Maxine Jones Strickler
Parents: Mrs. Edna Anna Foster (George Vasco[deceased]) Strickler

On 14 October 1944, Bill Strickler, 37, was killed in action in Europe. He was awarded the
Purple Heart. He served 28 months, including in the European war zone. He was a resident of
Pulaski County at the time of his enlistment. He was buried in Epinal American Cemetery in
Lorraine, France. He was married.

(There is no mention of his death in either the Pulaski County (IN) Democrat or the Winamac
(IN) Republican.)

Bill Strickler (Collection of Ivor Foster) - ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/166038462/person/162159457667/media/dc94cedb-c423-49d4-9452-0e4964f3dadd.
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Raymond Lewis Hartle

Raymond’s commanding officer wrote a heartfelt letter about his last moments.

Born: 4/23/1925

Entered: 10/19/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USNR,6273606,S1c

Medal: Purple Heart
Died: 10/24/1944

Parents: Charles Lewis and Clara Elizabeth Kepfer Hartle

On 24 October 1944, Raymond Hartle, 19, was killed in action (lost at sea) in the Pacific while
fighting a fire on an adjacent ship resulting from an enemy bomb. (This was likely the last and
largest naval Battle of Leyte Gulf in the Philippines.) He was awarded the Purple Heart. He
served 24 months, including in the Pacific war zone. His father lived in Pulaski County. He was
memorialized at the Tablets of the Missing at the Manila American Cemetery, Manila,
Philippines, and in the IOOF Cemetery in Leiters Ford.

'Leiters Ford Man Killec!

Raymond

Hartle, ‘S 1/¢, son of

[ Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hartle of

i the
| killed in ;
. thought by the
' been at Leyte,
age the young

. 1942. He is sur
i ents, six brother
; The father is a

Leiters Ford
action in

vicinity, was
the Pacifie,
parents to have
Nineteen vears of
sailor enlisted in
vived by his par-
s and five sisters.
nephew aof Fred

' Hartle of Winamae, and formerly
i lived northeast of here.

—————

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Nov 1944: 1.
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Ship’s Officer Tells

Death Action

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hartle
have received the following letter
from Capt. Thomas B. Inglis, com-
manding the U. 8. 8. Birmingham:

“I presume that long before
this letter reaches you. you will
have received the official motifi-
cation of the death of your son,
Raymond Lewis Hartle. 8§ 2.
USNR. Although I realize that
there is little that I can say to
relieve your sorrow at this sad
news, I am taking the liberty of
writing this personal note to ex-
tend my deepest sympathy and
sincere regrets. in which all of
his shipmates join me.

“Raymond in his quiet manner
and happy ways was a good ship-
mate.- I shall miss him on my ship
more than mere words can express.

“Raymond’s death was caused
by an explogion which oeccurred
while this ship was fighting a fire
on one of our aircraft carriers re-
sulting from an enemy bomb.

““His death was instantaneous
and without suffering. It iz my
earnest hope that you will take
comfort in the fact that he dies as
a brave man in the service of his
country, not only in the midst of
combat with the enemy but also
while this ship was on a mlss'lon‘
of attempted rescue.

“Your son's remains were
buried at sea on 24 October 1944,
with appropriate religious burial
service conducted by the ship's
chaplain, Li. Comdr. Abbott Peter-
son Jr.. ChC, USNR. Had his
funeral been held in the finest
cathedral in the United States the
attitude of reverence and honor
on the part of all his shipmates
could not have been greater. In
addition to these services a me-
morial service was held on 4 No-
vember 1944, with full military
henors and with the entire ship's
company in attendance,

“His personal effects have been
carefully inventoried and will be
shipped as soon as practicable for
further delivery to you.

“If there is anything further
that any of us can do at any time
we are only too anxious to serve
you. Please feel free to call up-
on me.

““Again please be assured of my
deepest sympathy in your =or-
row. a sorrow which I too share.”

Culver (IN) Citizen 6 Dec 1944: 4. Webpage (newspapers.com).
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Harry Alfred Kocher
Harry had a daughter he never saw.

Born: 6/21/1908

Entered: 2/26/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USNR,6262132,PO1c
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 10/25/1944

Spouse: Margaret Katherine "Pegge" McLaughlin Kocher
Parents: Alfred Emanuel and Mary Magdalena "Mamie" Keller Kocher

On 25 October 1944, Harry Kocher, 36, was killed in action on the aircraft carrier, U.S.S.
Suwanee, in the Philippines. (This was likely the last and largest naval Battle of Leyte Gulf in the
Philippines.) He served 33 months, including in the Pacific war zone. He was awarded the
Purple Heart. He was a lifelong resident of Winamac. He was buried at sea and memorialized
at the Tablets of the Missing at Manila American Cemetery, Manila, Philippines. He was
married with one child.

. : Z 5 A happy meeting of two brothers
Miss Pegge McLaughlin Becomes , o' who had not met.for nmore than a

_Bride of Harry Kocher in Virginia/

'\:"‘(

vear ‘took place last week aome
‘where ‘overseas when Petty orfi-
| cer 1-¢ Harry Kocher ' and Petty
Ofticer - 3-¢ ° Arthur (Kocher met,
‘and spent the day together. They
l.are sons of Mr. and Mrs. A, E.
‘Kochér of Winamac.

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 25 Aug 1943: 10.

v o

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Oct 1942: 1.
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GAN YOU IMAGINE

SuppOBe you al'e a member of :knm\':z ‘\\'ilm!nur- ‘\-'uum:r man, has
the Navy’ had Epent more than a been killed in action in the Pa-

1 Navy Victim|

Prominent |
Winamac Man

Killed inAction |

Message Sunday Reveals
Death of Harry Kocher
In Southwest Pacific

cific war theatre. This was the
year on active duty, most of that e et by M bt ot
time actually at sea. Your ship
puts in at an unnamed Pacific
port, 7,000 miles from home. You
go ashore. The first man you see
is s;your bgwhiskered kid brother.
ATe you surprised? Did Harry and
Arthur KeeheF celebrate? Accord-
ing to Harry’s letter they sure did.

parents, Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Kocher,
all of Winamae. The news came
as a sudden shock to the conmuni-

| ty, where Harry had 'spent his en- |
tire\jfe and where he was known |

| by ,a host of friends.

Thirty-six ars  of -age, Petty
ficer Kocher had enlisted in the
i Navy -in February of 1942. <le
| was born June 21, 1908, and grad-
| uated from Winamae high school
| in 1926. Prior to his enlistment,
sociated with his father
or in the Kocher Whaole-

1le Beverage Ca.

On September 24, 1942, he was
married to Miss Peggé MeLaugh-

8.C. 1/e HARRY A. KOCHER

signed to an airerdft ear

had been on daty i

for some months. ] ffi

notification did not disclose the

date nor place of his de
v ¢

0

¥, Jane,
s vo brothers

William, at home, and Arthur,
in the Navy and now statipned at
Great Lakes for medical treat-

Winamac (IN) Republican 26 Aug 1943: 1. lin. Soon after that he was as- ment.
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Nov 1944: 1.

| Brothers Meet in Pacific

Precisely a year to the day after
their lust meeting, two Winamac
| brothers were recently able to vis-|
it with each other for a few hours
on an island in the Pacific. They
are AMM 2/c¢ Arthur Kocher, sta-
tioned on the jsland, and SC 1/¢
| Harry Kocher, assigned to a ves-
| sel which called there. Word of
the meeting came this week to
their parents, Mr. and Mrs. A, E.
| Kocher.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 31 Aug 1944: 1.
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Henry J. “Heine” Hockelberg, Jr

After surviving D-Day and then contracting tuberculosis in France, Heine was moved to a

hospital in New Mexico, where he died.

Born: 9/17/1912

Entered: 6/28/1941
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35162972,T5
Died: 11/7/1944

Parents: Henry J. (Anna M Ludtke[deceased]) Hockelberg Sr.

On 7 November 1944, Heine Hockelberg, 32, died of pulmonary tuberculosis after being
transferred to New Mexico from France. He had participated in the D-Day invasion. He served
41 months, including 11 months in the European war zone. He had relatives in Medaryville. He

was buried in McCool Cemetery in Portage.

Leaves To Visit
Son, Stricken
In Army Hospital

Henryl Hockelberg, 206 Brown
street, left Sunday for Santa Fe,
N. M, after receiving a telegram
from the war department that his
son, Henry Hockelberg, Jr., WaS
serfously 111 of pulmonary tubercu-
losis in the Bruns General hospital
in that eity.

The stricken youth, known to his
many friends as “Hienle,” . had
|ser1red overseas for 14 months hav,-
'ing been in Ireland, England and
France. He was in a hospital in
England, and then was sent back
to the United States, arriving Octo-

there he was semt to Santa Fe.

(Valparaiso IN) Vidette-Messenger of Porter County 16 Oct 1944:

1. Webpage (newspapers.com).

15 Jan 2026

ber 8, at Staten Island, N. Y. From |

| Corrected address to date: Corp. |

| Henry Hockelberg, 35162072, Bruns
'General Hospital, Santa

206 - Brown St.

been overseas a year—in Ireland,
Liberty Center school, and will be
glad to hear from all old friends.

Has been very ill. Please write,
\folks, . . '

writing to a sailor, marine, soldier,
aviator, seabee, coastguardsman, or

| write today,

to one of our girls in service? Please

Corrected address to date: James
C. Wayne, Ph. M. 3/c, U. A. 8. N.
128, care Fleet Postoffice, San Fran-

Mexico, Bon of (Henry Hockelberg || cisco, Callf. Letters to Ph. M. Wayne

from all his friends, For complete

IHockelbers; from everyone, Has| unit address please contact mother,

Mrs. Henrv Hockelberg, 206 Brown

England and France. Graduate of | 8¢

Corrected address to date: Robert
A. Wayne, § 2/¢, L. 8. T. Ind,, Camp
Bradford, Norfolk, Va, Letters to
|Navyman Wayne from all his

Letters—letters—letiers! Are ﬁu"m The Wayne brothers are

sons of Mrs. Henry Hockelberg, 206
Brown St Addresses sent in by
mother,

(Valparaiso IN) Vidette-Messenger of Porter County 1 Nov 1944:

3. Webpage (newspapers.com).

(Valparaiso IN) Vidette-Messenger of Porter County 8 Nov 1944: 1.

Webpage (newspapers.com)
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Dale Emerson Clark
Dale had received shoulder wounds just three weeks before and had just returned to duty.

Born: 11/26/1921

Entered: 7/2/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35330355,SGT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 11/8/1944

Spouse: Violet Mae Woodward Clark
Parents: Frank Benjamin and Bessie Louise Schrader (James E.) Smith Clark

On 8 November 1944, Dale Clark, 23, was killed in action in France. He served 26 months,
including 5 months in the European war zone. He was awarded the Purple Heart. He was from
Leiters Ford, just over the eastern county line. He was buried in South Bend. He was married
with one child.

3er v . - rillad i % ot § Dead: :

Sgt. Clark was 1-..11h i :_n action 8/SERGT. DALE E. CLARK.|M -
Nov. &, while serving with Gen. aged 22, of 1806 Randolph street; ‘f o,
l . - v ~ in France. o
Patton's 3rd army in France. He

*urple Heaxt

medal and r 1ed to tion
serving with Gen. Patton’'s Third
army. Overseas since June, he
was emplcoyed by the Ball Band
plant, Mishawaka, before entering
the service in July, 1942.

Surviving besides his parents
and widow are a daughter, C:
Joyce; a brother, Corp. Ri
Clark, in New
Helen Takace,
||half brothers,
stationed in No
John Stansfiel
||sister, Evelyn Hanle
|two step sisters, E
Agne:. Anr. Clark,
a step brother, Frank (
DALE E. CLARK (e

South Bend (IN) Tribune 28 Nov 1944: 11.

Webpage (newspapers.com).

Sgt. Dale Clark

was born Nov, 28, 15821, in South
Bend, and entered the army serv-

ice in July, 1942, He went over-|
'seas in July. 1944, and had re-|
ceived the Purple Heart for

| wounds received in batitle in Sep-
i
tember, |

(Collection of William Taber). Webpage (findagrave.com).
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Leiters Ford Man
Is Killed in France =

Sgt. Dale E. Clark of Leiters
Ford was killed in action on No-
vember 8 in France, his wife, the
former Miss Violet Woodward, was
_informed, by the War department
v last Thursday. Sgt. Clark., with
: the Third Army, had been-overseas
since last July, and had returned
to duty after being wounded. Be-
sides his wife, Sgt. Clark iz sur-

ivived by a daughter Jovee, two
vears of age, parents, Mr. and Mrs;
{ Frank Clark of South Bend, and a
brother Richard, serving in New
Guinea. =

Prayer services, attended by ime
mediate relgtives, were held Sun-
day at the W. E. Woadward home
in Leiters Ford, Sgt. Clark would
"have been twenty-three years old
"that day

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Nov 1944: 1.
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James Bernard Perry

James had just visited his folks a month before his death.

Born: 9/3/1919

Entered: 4/10/1941
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35175618,SGT
Died: 11/10/1944

Parents: Meddie Henry and Delina M. Cyr Perry

On 10 November 1944, James Perry, 25, was killed in a bomber crash near Clovis, New Mexico.
He was a radio operator on a B-29 Superfortress bomber. He served 43 months. He was born
in Winamac. He was buried in St. Joseph Cemetery in Mishawaka.

p IR. 4, Box 3350, ‘I'ampa, Florlda; The “plane, which cvmshpd ;q:nd
ls Killed in Caplaln John S. Baldwin son ol S James Pe burned, was on a routine training
H. Streett Bnldwin, Hydes, Mary- . 9 || Might, according to a report issued
land; (l:nplaln Thomas R. Opie, 5 - by the war department which
husbund of Mrs, Thomas R. Ople, w N "~ added that the body of Sgt. Perry
chSh Of Elkton, Virginia; 2nd Lt. Charles mamac ahve, would be returned to South Bend.
H.IZEgc‘l(, so:| cél‘ Mr? Johanna Zie- . e, Besides the parents he leaves
gel, Rockwell City, In.; Sgl. James A C hv ir s g I ar—Mrs:
CAAF Plane ;g v Soine ey ar Urash Victm o e i o v
3147WE 3ed S, Mishawnka, Ind.; Perry of ‘South Bend, Mrs. Jobhn
I-Sgl. John K. Crowther, husband Sgl. James B. Perry, born injrferry ol Soul i Miss Wil
Six officers and nine enilsted of Mrs. Mavy M. Crowther, Pow- Winamae twenty-live years ago (o i‘-‘:‘“‘]‘)"‘lﬂ of P’h:;'hi“‘fm"- ‘Ilsl;’ B ‘;
men were killed Friday whes » der River, Wyoming; Corp, Wil- Mr. and Mrs. M. H. Perry, was one [| M ; “.“"Yi o hl ‘:3"("’»_"“;' :;' e{h
four-engined bomber crashed and bur E. Miller, hushand of Mrs, of fifteen men who lost their lives :.;;u-li;i’:,' n the Navy in the Sou
burned whil n a routine combat 1renc E. Miller, 538 Cenlral Ave, last Friday night in the crash of || Faciic. )
1 1::.‘ o ::; ‘nbo “\ ;; milea Cumberland, Maryland; Ple, Wil- a four-engine homber near Clovis, The tragedy “f“" lT!P, second air
;;"m n‘r.":nr m"_ Clo:u Arme Age 1am E. Harris, son of Mrs, Anella New Mexico. . fatality in the Perry family. Sc‘ev-1
P‘l:lﬂ-p .Th\l lr:nuuncv.-men: ¥ was Hareis, RFD 1, Flat Rock, Norlh The young man has been in thej €tal years ago another gon, Ed-|
made Sunday morning by the Sta- Carolina; Ple John A. Nelson, son Army uir forces for four years,|| Ward, was killed in a plane clnuh;
| Uon Commandant, Colonel James O(, Mrs. Clarindn R. Nclson} Box and was stationed at the Clovis|[near Bridgman, Mich. {
| N. Peyton g;j;mhm\l;f"!"‘g? m}:‘:‘mes'o Id"h?' ;f‘c‘ base as a radio operator on a B-29. —_— |
| 'I‘;hmld“:u'mtj Kiink t Duman, 409 E, High St, Ebbins. Threé weeks ago he spent a fur-
Trst L b e o . - a = pgh | 3 4
| ;‘I‘:ﬂ NO. D”Ie ON l':ur-;“ burz, Penn.; Pfe. Max Freund, son lough in the home ol his [larP.nts,
OB g cmtice nald et = — of Mrs. Sarnh Freund, 655 Fox St., who now live in South Bend. They
NO. 28— New York City, N. Y.; Pvt. Frank- moved from here to Mishawaka
: " B, Jackson, husband of Mrs fifteen years- ago.

Mrs, Bmma D, Klink, (;Indhmnk,‘]\[r:,.
In.; Second Lt. Rohert J. Creecy,

l»usbnm!'nr Mrs. l\rlnrtlm D. Urocu.v.‘w“nm- Lewkowicz, son of Mrs,
Terrell, Texas; Second LA, Ansel- Resena C. Lowkowlez, 367 Park
mo Quian, Son of Antenio Qulan,| gy [Tolyoke, Mass.

na M. Jackson, 210 S. York .
Ave, Oberlin, Kansas and T-Sgt Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Nov 1944: 1.

Clovis (NM) News-Journal 13 Nov 1944: 6.

Webpage (newspapers.com).
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Joseph Norman Huffman
Joseph participated in D-Day.

Born: 4/17/1917

Entered: 7/6/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35359460,SSGT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 11/16/1944

Spouse: Doris Grace Brown Huffman

Parents: Thurman Albert and Vera E. Lower Huffman

On 16 November 1944, Joseph Huffman, 27, was killed in action in France, after having been
previously reported as missing in action. He served for over 2 years, including 5 months in the
European war zone. He was awarded the Purple Heart. He was from Grass Creek Twp. He was
buried in the Grass Creek Cemetery. He was married with one child.

(Rochester IN) News-Sentinel Dec 13 1944,
Joseph Huffman
S/SGT. JOSEPH HUFFMAN IS NOW REPORTED KILLED

The War department on Tuesday amended a
previous report to inform Mr. and Mrs.
Thurman HUFFMAN, R. 2, Kewanna, that their
son, S/Sgt. Joseph HUFFMAN, 27, was killed in
action on November 16, in the invasion of
Germany. Huffman had previously been reported
missing.

Huffman was one of four brothers serving in
the armed forces: Albert [HUFFMAN], in the
Navy, stationed at Manten, N.C; Carl
[HUFFMAN], with the Navy, is at Northport,
Va.; and Don [HUFFMAN], with the Navy, is
somewhere in the South Pacific. Other
survivors are his wife, Doris [HUFFMAN]; a
son, Davie [HUFFMAN]; the parents, and a
sister, Helen [HUFFMAN], at home.

Huffman, serving in the Infantry, had been
overseas since last July and had participated
in the invasion of France. In civilian life
he had been associated with his father in
farming. He was a graduate of the Grass Creek
high school, and was a member of the U. B.
church.

[NOTE: Joseph Huffman, 27, Kewanna, killed in
action in Germany, November 16, 1944 -
Rochester Sentinel, Saturday, May 27, 2000.1],
May 27, 2000.]

Copyright 2000, Jean C. and/or Wendell C.
Tombaugh, their heirs or assigns.
Rochester (IN) News-Sentinel 12 Dec 1944.

Webpage (http://www.fulco.lib.in.us/genealogy-
files/obituaries/obits 1944.htm).

. Joseph Huffman, 27, who wai pre-

'Puluskl County
Soldler Kllled

i smr Sgi. Joseph llll-n. 27, Re-
ported Dead

In France; Has |
Thr2e Brothers In Service |

GRASS CREEK — Stafr Sergeant |

viously reported missing in action,
was killed in action In France on
November 16, according to a tele-
gram received from the war depart-
ment by bis parents, Mr. ana Mrs.
Thurman Huffman, of R. R. 2, Ke-
vanna. <

Sgt. Huffman’s wife, Mrs. Doris
Brown Huffman, and son, Davy
Joe, reside at Kewanna.

He had been serving with the|
| infantry overseas since July of this|
year, Before entering the service'
over two years ago he was o farm-
er A graduate of Grass Creak high
school, Fe was a member of the
Crass Creek United Brethren
church, ~ :

Surviving besides the - parents,
wife and gon are a sister, Helen, of
Grass Creek, and three brothers,
jall servicemen, Albert, in the navy
at Manteo, North Carolina, Carl
with the navy, at Norfolk, Va., and
Don, in the navy, in the sovihwest
| Pacific.

SRS, | S

oA -a -

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 13 Dec 1944: 3.
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Lewis Eugene Werner
Lewis’ sister learns of his death on what would have been his 26 birthday.

Born: 11/16/1918

Entered: 10/8/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USNR,390595,LTJG
Died: 11/16/1944

Spouse: Pauline Virginia Phillips Werner
Parents: John Carl and Augusta Anna Grieger Werner

On 16 November 1944, Lewis Werner, 26, was killed in patrol bomber on which he was copilot
crashed into the sea near Key West FL. He served 24 months. He was from Francesville. He
was memorialized in Roseland Cemetery in Francesville. He had married less than 3 weeks
before his death.

viewer/collection/1030/tree/27732371/person/13253726787/me
dia/02cbcaac-05¢3-443b-bb45-d11faecb8fdf.

| .

| . Lewis Werner of
. Francesville Missing
|

Off Florida Coast

Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Werner. of
i Francesville received word Saturs:
day that their son, Ens. Lewis Wer-
ner, was reported missing Novems-
ber 16 off the coast of Florida. Ens,
Werner was with the Navy Air
Corps.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Nov 1944: 1.

= Xt o Ftevto (U penst ==
.4 L i |

Lewis Eugene Werner (Collection of geoff_bailey1) -

ancestry.com/mediaui-
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Navy Says

West Side
Youth Lost

‘Emign Lewis Wemer, son of
Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Werner of Fran-
cesville,” was reported missing this
iweek while on patrol duty off the
‘Florida coast.

|  Ensgign Werner, who has been
|

;
i
|3
i

|bcen stationed in Florida for some
‘time patroling the coast line from
‘the air.

. His parents reported that furthe,
dvlalls are lacking.

Winamac (IN) Republican 23 Nov 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026

i with the Naval Ajr Service, has

| ¥ B

‘1; - ‘M Ilﬂ“

(Knightstown IN) Tri-County Banner 24 Nov 1944: 8.

Webpage (newspapers.com).

Francesville

Young Man Is
War Casualty

i Ens. Lewis E. Werner
Dies in Air Crash
Off Florida Coast

Ens. Lewis E. Werner of Frane
casville was one of ten men killed
November 16, when a large patrol
bomber plunged into the sea near
Key West, Fla., during a routine
training flight. His parents, ‘Mr.
land Mrs. J. C. Werner of Fran-
cesville, had received word last
week |1n| he was missing and the
death message came later. The
accldent oeeurred on his Lweniy-
sixth birthday anniversary,

Eng. Werner enlisted in  {he
Navy in 1941 and entered the Uni-
versity of Miami in the V5 train-
ingg program. He received pre-
flight trainiig at Athens, Ga., and
additional training at \I!nlphm,
Tenn., and Pensacola, Fia., r
ing his wings oh May 2 of
year. He was n L|ulum of l!‘[]
cesville high school and Purdue
university,

On October 26 n1' this year, three
weeks before his
married to Miss Pauline Virginia
PPhillips. Also surviving are a bro-
ther, Clarence, of Franc ville;
four sisters, Mrs. Lester Wilson,
a twin, and M n Sprinkle of
Fort Wayr . Charles War-
nell of Chicago and \l| George
Hardy of Dayton, Ohio

Memorial services were held
Sunday morning at the Lutheran
church at Reynolds, - of which ha
was a ome mhll

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Nov 1944: 1.
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James Edward Leitch
James had relatives in Denham.

Born: 7/29/1924

Entered:

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,0-835987,2LT
Died: 11/16/1944

Parents: Rhoda Fraser Ketchum (James Reuben) Leitch (Harold O.) Caldwell

On 16 November 1944, James Leitch, 20, was killed in a bomber crash in Peyton, CO. He had
relatives in Denham. It is unknown where he is buried.

(Valparaiso IN) Vidette-Messenger of Porter County 20 Nov 1944:
1.

- Denham relatives received word

_ this week of the death of Lieut.

i James Leitch, 20 years old, son of

___________ Mrs. Rhoda Cdldwell of Gary on

674 Wild : _ Nov. 5 in a bomber crash at Pey-
Gary, e N o ton, Colo. A0
: . £ : ; . Winamac (IN) Republican 7 Dec 1944: 1.

(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 18 Nov 1944: 2.

Webpage (newspapers.com).
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Walter Elmer Schini
Walter had been acting as an interpreter.

Born: 3/24/1920

Entered: 1/21/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35254005,SGT
Died: 11/17/1944

Spouse: Ruth Montgomery Schini
Parents: Regina Barbara Zimmerman (George[deceased]) Schini

On 17 November 1944, Walter Schini, 24, was killed in action in Patton’s tank destroyer division
in Germany. He served 34 months, including 16 months in the European war zone. He had
relatives in Francesville. He was buried in the Apostolic Christian Church Cemetery in Fowler.
He was married with one child.

i Sgt. Walter Schini, son of Mrs,
: Regina Schini of Francesville, was
tkilled in action November 17 on
i the German front. The word was
‘received this week by his wife, who
‘makes her home with her parents
at Evansville, Twenty-four years
‘old, he was in the tank corps, and
' had been acting as an interpreter
in!’ter our forces entered Germany.
| Surviving are his wife, a baby
daughter, eighteen months old, his
;mother. two brothers anil eight
| Bisters.

{  Sgt, Schini was born March 24,
11920, and entered service January
121, 1942. He bhad been overseas
lsince a year ago last August., His
‘mother moved to Francesville

Walter Schini (Collection of Jeff Banwart) - ancestry.com/mediaui- about two years dago, bl.!l Sﬁt.
viewer/collection/1030/tree/88347883/person/152145584450/m Sehini had never made hig home in
edia/eedd7138-fa21-46eb-9da6-ce0401ald9ca. "that community.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Dec 1944: 1.
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John Merle “Merle” Hunt
Merle’s body was returned on the same ship as George Freeman’s and Henry Helm’s.

Born: 9/21/1922

Entered: 12/17/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35574962,PFC
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 11/19/1944

Parents: Lester George and Ethel Quinn Hunt

On 19 November 1944, Merle Hunt, 23, died from his wounds from an artillery barrage on Leyte
Island in the Philippines. He served 35 months, including 4 months in the Pacific war zone. He
was awarded the Purple Heart. He was born in Francesville. He was buried in the Davis
Cemetery in Burnettesville.

Pyt "'Morlo Hunt.la thé"irmured :
division, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Lester Hunt of Grass Creek.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Mar 1943: 1.
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Former West
'Side Boy Is
Killed on Leyte

PFC Merle Hunt, former resi-

ly after he was wounded in ac-
tion on Leyte island in the Philip-
pines last November 19, it has been
learned by his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Lester Hunt of the Grass
Creek vicinity.

| Merle was twenty-two years of
| age. - He was born near Frances-
ville and was employed on the
i Pennsylvania railway after at.
tending high school at Grass Creek.
Entering service on December 26,

dent of Pulaski county, died short- |

1942, he received training at Cﬂ!!ll)i
Hood, Texas, and was home on fur-|
lough shortly before going over-:
seas last July, I

Besides the parents, he leaves|
:two gisters and three brothers—
Mrs. Viona Williams of Monon;
i Mary, Nolan and Raymond at home,
and. Cpl. Arthur, somewhere inl
Germany. i

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Apr 1945: 1.
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‘F'ma\ Rites Here Next Sundég for
'Rnother of County’s War Vnchms

i ~Fugeral services for PFC Merle
{ Hunt, Pulaski county soldier who
: Inat hig 1ile on the Philippines dur-
| ing the late war, are

‘xlt the Kennedy
Fmae . next  Sun
1 3 The bod
TKF!I]II\ urul e

was a san of Mr. and

ter Hufft of the eastern

Ipart of Van Buren tc

wis 1:1)( n while the
Vil

1944,

he flered a [fatal
i an enemy
5 eOoT

: Mich., Mary, Nolan, Arthur and
'mployed on the | Raymond at home. {
I\u ||| railway before enter- The services on Sunday will be !

H sic training was ! under auspices of Pfost-Jones post, |

Xas, d he was, Veterans of Forei
! sent overseas about fo.u months v.. 0. P. Mankel ficia
i before the fatal encoynter. - d final burial will be In t

| Besides the parent3, wha live netery at Burnettsville, Mothe
jeast of Thornhope, he leaves two|of World War No. 2: will hold ser-|
| sisters and three brothers — Mrs. | vices at Kennedy's Friglay night at |
i\'inu:q Williaras of Grand Rapids, | eight “o'clock. i ;

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Feb 1949: 1.
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Boyd William Crook
Boyd was the nephew of an Indiana State Senator.

Born: 3/14/1911

Entered: 9/12/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,6270354,S1c
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 11/24/1944

Spouse: Wilda "Billie" Loree Conn Crook
Parents: William P. and Lyle Mae Leffel Crook

On 24 November 1943, Boyd Crook, 32, initially reported missing as the USS Liscome Bay sank
near Gilbert Island after being torpedoed, was declared dead in 1945. He served 14 months,
including 2 months in the Pacific war zone. He was awarded the Purple Heart. His wife had
relatives in Medaryville. He was memorialized at the Courts of the Missing (Court 5) at the
National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, Honolulu, Hl, and at Mount Hope Cemetery in
Logansport. He was married with a child.

FAMILY FEARFUL
FOR CROOK’S KIN

Word is anxio ng awaited
by the famiily of| Boyd |W.
32, of Logansport ~ nephew of
State Senator Thurman C. Crook,
of South Bend, who is believed to
'have been aboard the Liscome
Bay. escort aircraft carrier sunk
by torpedo action during the Gil-
bert island operations on Nov. 24,

His wife, Wilda, who resides in
'Lagansport, has said her husband
was assigned to that craft: Mr
Crook was graduated from Lo-
gansport High school and before
enlisting 'in the navy. Sept. 12
1942, he was building superintend.
ent for a Logansport constructior
firm.

South Bend (IN) Tribune 6 Dec 1943: 9.

Webpage (newspapers.com).

Boyd Crook (Collection of pclark217) - ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/113638332/person/400116351334/
media/73eeb4ce-4e28-40af-8b18-85e617cd670a.
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—_— =

On Torpedoed Carrier.

NSPORT, Ind., Dec. 6 (Spl.)
—Bovd i W. Crook| age thirty-two,

r, third class, is believed to
have been one of the men aboard
the Liscome Bay, escort aircraft car-
rier reported sunk by a torpedo
from a Jap submarine on November
24 during the Gilbert islands opera-
tions.

Mrs. Crook and five-vear-old
daughter. Connie, were in Los An-
geles with Seaman Crook just befare
the ship sailed September 13.

Indianapolis (IN) News 6 Dec 1943: 12.

Webpage (newspapers.com).

~ Seaman Boyd Crook was re-
ported missing Nov. 24, on the
Liscome Bay which was sunk dur-
ing the Gilbert Island battle, ac-
cording to word péceived from
the Navy Department. Mrs. Boyd
Crook is a niece of Mrs. M. R.
Clarke of Medaryville. S

Winamac (IN) Republican 16 Dec 1943: 8.
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Save a Yank. Buy a War Bond,

CROOK’S NEPHEW
MISSING AT SEA

W. 32, of Logans-
port; 1., nephew of State Sena-
tor Thurman C. Crook, of South
Bend, who was believed to have
been assigned to the Liscorhe Bay,
escort aircraft carrier sunk by
torpedo action during the Gilbert;
island operations on Nov. 24, has
been officially reported by the
navy department as a member of
the carrier and listed among the
missing. His wife, Wilda, formerly
Wilda Conn, of South Bend, one-|
time student of Riley High school,
and her five-year-old daughter re-|
side in Logansport. |
South Bend (IN) Tribune 23 Jan 1944: 12.

Webpage (newspapers.com).
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Richard J. Good

When their bodies were returned after the war, Richard and his brother, Cortlund, were buried

side-by-side.

Born: 3/14/1920

Entered:

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,36448286/0-517525,2LT
Medal: Bronze Star

Died: 11/26/1944

Spouse: Flora Elzabeth _ Good

Parents: Forrest Everett and Alvina Matilda Zank Good

On 26 November 1944, Richard Good, 24, died from wounds incurred the previous day in action
in France. He was awarded the Purple Heart. He had relatives in Monterey. He is buried in the
Southland Cemetery in South Bend. He was married with one child.

LIEUTENANT
RICHARD GOOD 38

Died on German

Front
Son of Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Good
James Whitcomb Riley High School

15 Jan 2026

©2026, Jim Phillips

Relative of Monterey
’Man Killed in Germany

Relatives at Monterey received
} word Sunday that 2nd Lt. Richard
' J. Good, son of F. E. Good of
iSouth Bend, was Kkilled in action
|

{in Germany on November 25. He
was first reported seriously wound-
ed, but on Saturday word came to
rhis wife &t Chumpaign, 1., that
' he had died. He is a cousin of
. Charles Good of Monterey and has
visited there often. Lt. Good grad-
ated from the University of Illi-
' nois, took his basic training at Ft.
Knox, Ky., and was overseas two
‘months with a mechanized armor-
ed division. An older brother,
Courtiand, died in Afrieca on Og-
tober 12, 1943, and another bro-
ther, Capt. Wesley Good is in ser-
vice in Florida.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Dec 1944: 1.
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TWO BROTHERS
| WILL BE BURIED

Do;able Memorial
Rites Scheduled
For Wednesday.

'I Double memorial serviees will
be comducted nt I p. . Wednes-
dax in the Hay funeral homne for
Wwo brothers, s'r;:t Corthind R.

. CORTLUND Goun. |
Good and Lieut. Richard J. Good.

sons of Mr, and Mrs. Forest Goos.'
ut 1511 High streel, both of whom
“divd in service _overseas in waorld
war II,

The bodies  will  arvive  here
yTuesday  forennon amd  will he
‘tuken to the Hay funeral home
where [riends may call after 7
p. m. Tuesdny. Rev. R, H. Parker,
ipastor of Indiana Avenue Chris-
tian church, of which both young
men were members, will read the
rites. Burial will be in Southlawn
cemelery where mulitary honors
will be arcorded by members of
South Bend post No. 6, Disabled
| Ameriean Veterans.

Served ln Algiers.

Sergtl. Cortlund Good was ll.‘l'Y-
Jimg with “the adjutant general’s
idepartmient with offices . Al
‘Riers, Norih Afric #.  where  he
dicd of moningitis “on  Oet, 12,
145, His brother, Lieut, Ricl
Good was with Compnny A, 67th
armored division, I4th  armered
division, in France, whero he wns
wounded in asction on Nov. 25,
1044 and died on Nov, 2.

Sergt. Good was born In South
Bend 24, 1914, attended
Bhtdehlker school, and was grad-
uated from B.ﬁn;f High school in
June, 1022, " H: was graduated
frgm Indiann Unlversity, .Bloom-
ington. in 1937, and attended
Wittenburg college.  Springfield.
0., and the University of Michi-
Eaa, Ann Arbor Ratml;;z to

Gradosted l"z-miﬂey.'
Licut, Good also was bnm in

and the university, =
He was inducted into the army
on Feb. 12, 1048 and  trained at

Ark., apd abell, Ky, Hé
was married at = itucky
camp-in 1044 tp

South Bend (IN) Tribune 20 Mar 1949: 35.
Webpage (ancestry.com:CarolSmith12101114)

15 Jan 2026
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Emil R. Piazza
Emil demonstrated outstanding bravery, earning a Silver Star, a Bronze Star, and a Purple Heart.

Born: 12/19/1919

Entered: 8/8/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35388664,PFC

Medals: Silver Star, Bronze Star, Purple Heart
Died: 11/29/1944

Spouse: Helen Marie Shearer Piazza
Parents: Otello Dalla and Grace Ruth Gerichs Piazza

On 29 November 1944, Emil Piazza, 24, was killed in action by a sniper in France while placing
his machine gun to help a rifle company. He served 27 months, including 4 months in the
European war zone. He was posthumously awarded the Bronze Star, the Silver Star, and the
Purple Heart. His wife was from Winamac. He was buried in the Lorraine American Cemetery
at St. Avold, France. He was married.

Mrs, Helen Shearer Piazza of
 Winamae was informed Tuesday
| by the War department that her
| husband, PFC Emil Piazza, was
 killed in action on November 29
‘in France. In the infantry, PFC
Piazza was twentyv-three years of
Lage and wns empioved in Akron,
Ohio, before entering service in
__.-\u;:ust. 1942. P

He was married to Migs Helen
| Shearer, former resident of Akron,
cin May, 1944, at Indian Town Gap,
Pa., and was sent overseas the
[ following July. Mrs. Piazza lives
{ with her parents, Mr. and Mrs,
:F.:-np.-t Shearer of Winamaece,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Dec 1944: 1.

Emil Piazza (Collection of JEngel66) - ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/70687141/person/32222860029/me
dia/9a71ed45-5b10-4367-9fa9-f1a89d5383d3
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One Killed

One soldier whosge wife resides

in Winamac wag reported killed

according to

War Department information re-
leased this week. :

Pfe. Emil R. Piazza, 23 years
old, and husband of Helen Shearer
Piazza, was reported killed in ac-
tion in France on Nov. 29. His
widow resides with her parents on
Summit street and is employed at
the Kingsbury Ordnance plant.

Pfe. Piazza was a native of Ohio
and before entering the army in
August, 1942, was employed at
the Goodyear Aircarft Corp. in
Akron, O. He has been overseas
since July.

Winamac (IN) Republican 14 Dec 1944: 1.

< o
I“F.C, EMIL R. PIAZZA
killed In France

Akron (OH) Beacon Journal 31 Dec 1944. 3

Webpage (newspapers.com).
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5;\Nil:e Learns Soldier
Els Killed by Sniper |

In answer to her request for
{ further information regarding the
{death of her husband, Pvt. Emil
| R. Pilazza, Mrs. Helen Shearer
Piazza of Winamace received a let-
Itm' from the War Department
| which said in part:
| “The report states that Privats
| Piazza was iInstantly killed by an
;enemy sniper on November 29,
1944, in the vicinity of Merten,
i France, while placing his machine
{gun to help relieve pressure on a
rifle company.”

Mrs. Plazza, who makes her
thome with ‘her parents, Mr. and
| Mrs. Ernest Shearer, recently re-
[ceived the Purple Heart, awarded
{ postumously to her husband.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Apr 1945: 1.

Mrs. Helen Shearer Plazza of
Winamae received a Bronze Star
Medal this week awarded post-
humously to her husband, PFC
| Emil Pilazza, who was killed in ac-
| tion November 29, 1944, in France.
- She wu‘lntormed that an Army
,olficer would personally present)
' a Sllver Star, also awarded PFC

i Plazza.

Silver Star Medal

Is Presented at

'Ceremomes Sunday |

. |
| The Silver Star, which has been |
| posthumously awarded PFC Emil |
R. Piazza, was presented to his
i wife, Mrs. Helen M. Piazza of Win-
)umuc.f’n‘t a special ceremony at
| Fort Eenjamin Harrison Sunday
| afternoon. The medal was award-
1 ed’ PFC Piazza by direction of the
| President for gallantry In action
against the enémy on November
| 20, 1944,

“When a German counter-attack
lunged savagely and threatened to
tdestroy  his  company's position,

PFC Piazza, with his squad leader,
Wet up a machine gun on ground

enveloped by German shelling and
, delivered a terrible enfilade on the

|| assaulting enemy. Lethal fire from

his boidly emplaced machine gun
inflicted such heavy casualties that
the Germans were compelled 10
withdraw. The heroic conduct of |
PFC Piazza, who was killed in ac|
tion on November 29, 1944, reflects |
lasting honor on him and exempli-|
fles the highest traditions of the!
military service,”

The young man was inducted at'
Fort Harrison on August 8, 1942,
He received training at Camp|
Swift, Texas, Los Angeles, Calif.,|
and Indiantown Gap, Pa., before
| Boing overseas in August, 1944,

Others attending the ceremony
were Mrs. Piazza's mother, Mrs.
Ernest Shearer, sisters, Donna Lee
and Joan, brother Ernest, and|
uncle Vincent Smith, all of Wina-|
mac.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Nov 1945: 1.

| Mrs. Helen M.
j mac was present
| Star Sunday at

Harrison in Indianapolis which

{ had been award
lto Privte PFirst

in action agains
i Nov. 20, 1944.

Piazza of Wina-
ed with a Silver
Fort Benjamin

ed posthumously
Class Emil R.

Piazza, her hushand#for gallentry

t the cnemy on |
Pvt. Pinzza was!

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Sep 1945: 1.
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:killed in action on Nov. 29, 1944, |
| The medal was presented by’
| William A. McKinzie by direction
"of President Truman. Piazza set
fup a machine gun in the face of |
! German shelling and the fiving!
‘compelled the Nazis to withdraw. .
i “The heroic conduct of Pfe.
| Piazza reflects lasting honor on
fhim and exemplified the highest
tiraditions of the military serviee.”
the citation said.

Others who attended the cere-
money were Mrs, Ernest Shearer.
Mrs, Piazza’s mothr, Donna lLee
tand  Joan, sisters, and  Frnest
i Shearer, 2 hrother of the war
i\'.'i.lt:\\' and  an  uncle,  Vineent
Smith. .

Winamac (IN) Republican 8 Nov 1945: 1.
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Paul Joseph Baumgartner

Paul’s ship was attacked by six Japanese planes.

Born: 5/2/1922

Entered: 9/1/1942?
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,6267081,51
Died: 11/29/1944

Spouse: Phyllis Ardeen Troutman Baumgartner

Parents: Emil Oliver and Minnie Alice Russell Baumgartner

On 29 November 1944, Paul Baumgartner, 22, was killed when four Japanese “Oscar” planes
attacked his ship in the Leyte Gulf, Eastern Visayas, Philippines. He served 50 months, including
7 months in the Pacific war zone. His wife lived in Kewanna. He was buried in the Greenlawn
Memorial Park in Fort Wayne. He was married with a child.

| Paull J, Baumgartner. |
The Tribune's Special Service ‘
 KEWANNA, Ind, Dec. 12—
Mrs. Phyllis Troutman Baumgart-|
ner of Kewanna was notified Sun-
day that her husband, Seaman
1/¢, Paul J. Baumgartner, 22, of
the U. S. navy, had been killed
in action in the southwest Pacific.
South Bend (IN) Tribune 12 Dec 1944: 13.

Webpage (newspapers.com).
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(Memorial for County
Navy Men Killed in War

A wreath of red roses, one flouer
for eacl of the ten Pulaski “county |
‘Navy and Marine men lost during
World War 2, will be cast on the.
ocean on Navy Day, Sunday, Octo-!
ber 27, in a tribute to their Tiemo-
I ry. The nation-wide ceremonies’
will be conducted by the Navy|
League,  The roses will be sent!
to-Chicago by the Ladies’ ;r\uxi!iar_v'
of the Winamac post of the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars and, with:
othrer flowers from all over Ihe'
United States, will be sent to spe-
cial shipg and planes for. uem‘:{
port to sea, where the services |
will be held. |

The list of Pulaski county men!
for whom the flowers will be scat-!
tered upon - the waters includes!
Marion Appel, Paul J, Bnumgurt-‘}
ner, John M. Conn, John W. Hic¢k-,
man, Harry A.. Kocher, Thomas
K.  Parkison, David L. Jones, Lyle|
Weinder, Marion L. Welsh, llobert
W. Jenkins.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Oct 1946: 1.

—
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John Chris “Johny” Pfledderer

John’s body was the first returned to Pulaski County after the war for reinterment closer to

family.

Born: 10/9/1913

Entered: 2/4/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: ?,35255633,SGT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 12/5/1944

Parents: George Carl and Maria Luise Remm Pfledderer

On 5 December 1944, John Pfledderer, 31, was killed in action in a tank division in Germany. He
served 33 months, including 15 months in the European war zone. He was awarded the Purple
Heart. He lived in Francesville. He was buried in Roseland Cemetery in Francesville.

John Pfledderer

John Pfledderer. Veterans of Pulaski County.

=
Mr. and Mrs. George Pfledderer
of Francesville received word Mbn-
day that their son, PFC John Pfled-
derer, was slightly wounded in ac-
tion on September 4 in Belgium.
|5

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Sep 1944: 1.
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Sergeant John Piedderer was|
killed in action in Germany on
December 5, according to a War
Department telegram received by
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. George
Pfledderer. He was in action with
a tank division.

Sgt. Pfledderer joined the ser-
vice on February 3, 1942 and had
baen overseas since October 10,
1943, 2

He was born near Francesville,|
Oc¢tober 9, 1913. I

Surviving, besides the parents,
are the following brothers and|
sisters: Leslie, Raymond, Jean-
ette and Alice, at home; Corporal
Adam Pfledderer, in the South-|
west Pacifie arca; Sgt. Robert|
Pfledderer, with the armed forces
m  Germany; Al Pfledderer, of
near Rensselaer; Paul of Roches-
ter; William, of New Castle; Mrs.
Marie Spaeth, of Chicago; Donna
Rose Pfledderer, of Chicago; Mrs.
Anna Henzler, Mrs. Katherine
Rosenkranz, and Mrs. Clara LaHue
of Francesville.

Winamac (IN) Republican 28 Dec 1944: 1.

|
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First Body
Of Veteran
Returned

The body of the first Pulaski
county soldier to be returned from
abroad—that of Sgt. John C. Pfled-
derer, of Francesville—reached the
Salem township town Tuesd:y and
following services this (Thursday)
afternoon was buried in Roseland
cemetery.

Sgt. Piledderer, son of George
and Marie (Remm) Pfledderer, was
born near Francesville, October 9,
1913, and died in the services of his
country on December 5, 1944, dur-
ing the terrific fighting in the
|"Ba1|lr of the Bulge,” in Belgium.

1944: In the Thick of It — The Dead

He grew to manhood in the Fran-
cesville community, and entered
the service. He attended the Chris-
{tian Apostolic church Frances-
| ville,

! Surviving, besides his father and
|mn=her. are the following brothers

and sisters: William, of New Castle;

| Mrs. Anna Henzler, of Chicago; Mrs.
IM:II'iE Spaeth, Mrs. Katherine Rosen-
| kranz, Albert Pfledderer, and Mrs.
| Donna Faris, all of Rensselaer, Paul
!nl North Manchester; Adam, Mrs.
| Clara LaHue, Leslie and Raymond,
! all of Francesville, and Robert, Alice
and Jeannette, at home.

Services were held at 2 o'clock
| this afternoon (Thursday) at the
| Apostolic  Christian church, with
| Rev. Philip Gutwein in charge.

Winamac (IN) Republican 11 Dec 1947: 1.

15 Jan 2026
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Howard Wayne “Wayne” Parks
Wayne returned from being missing in action to meet death three months later.

Born: 11/29/1923

Entered: 3/2/1943

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35094968,PVT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 12/9/1944

Parents: Melvin Tribbey and Lennie Wampler Parks

On 29 August 1944, Wayne Parks, 20, was reported missing in action in France. Three weeks
later, his parents received a telegram from him saying “All well and safe” and that he was
returning to action. On 9 December 1944, he was reported missing in action again, this time in
Germany. After nearly another 3 years, a letter arrived indicating that he had been killed in
action on December 9, 1944. He was awarded the Purple Heart. He served 21 months,
including 5 months in the European war zone. He was from Francesville. He was buried in
Roseland Cemetery in Francesville.

West Side Man Is NOtlfled Son I
Reported Missing : . .
Mr.and .‘Tz-s.M.T.Parks of Fran- Kl]led m ACthﬂ_
cesville received a message from
the War Department Monday eve- Th Y A
ning, stating their son, PFC Wayne L Cals go :
Parks, who was with an infantry Mr. and Mrs. Melvin T, Parks ot |
division In France, was reported Francesville received a letter a
missing in action on August 29, few days ago from the war depart-
- ! ment concerning the fate of lhoir!
| con Howard, who had been report. |
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Sep 1944: 1. ed missing nearly three vears ago |
pon the European Dont. The letter,
Mr. and Mrs. M. T. Parke of; i:!;llvtl :‘\'1:.‘.':-*! Noand signed by Ea-
s o s ; ward . Witsell, Major Genperal,
Francesville received a cablegram In'iul I purt: ‘
last week _from their son, ffC- i "An official report has now been |
Howard W. Parks, saying, “All jreceived which states that he was |
well and safe. Please don’t worry. [killed in action on 9 December, !
All my Jove.” On the day follow- | 1944, in District 30, Hurtgen Sor |
ing they received a megsage from Pest, Germany. This change in s
the War Department saying their ttus from presumed dead to Killed
scn had returned to action after | i action was based on burial -
having Nioan reported “missing in fll‘.!'illil»linll received from the Com-
action” a Tew weeks ago. fmanding General, Luropean ‘The.

| ater.”
Winamac (IN) Republican 19 Oct 1944: 1. ! - -
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Aug 1947: 1.

15 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips Page 148 of 237



1944: In the Thick of It — The Dead

Donald W. “Don” Allee

Don’s infant son was presented with a $1,000 war bond by his fellow officers in the Ninth Air
Force.

Born: 2/10/1921

Entered: 4/8/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,0-747184,1LT
Medal: Air Medal, Purple Heart

Died: 12/19/1944

Spouse: Celia Irene Folbridge Allee
Parents: Etta Jane Bush (George Webster) Allee

On 19 December 1944, Don Allee, 24, was killed in action while flying a P-29 fighter over
Belgium. He served 46 months, including 12 months in the European war zone. He was
awarded the Air Medal and the Purple Heart. He was from Medaryville. He was buried in the
Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery in Hombourg, Belgium. He was married with one child.

Donald Wayne Alle - . :
A/C Don AllOE'. in the Air Corps,
~son of Mrs. ‘Etta Allee of Me-

Don Allee (Collection of Donald W. Allee, Jr.) -

awon2.org/fathers/awallee.html .
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Apr 1943: 1.
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Lt. Donald Allee

i‘.\[r:&. Etta Allee of Medaryville
has received a message fromr the
War Department stating that her
isml. Ist Lt. Donald Allee, was kill-
ced in action over Belgium on De-
cember 19, His wife and eight-
‘mnnlh-l:lrl son, Donald W.,. live at
! Freeport, . 111,

A graduate of Medaryville high
1su-n.'ml in 1939, Lt “Allee *®nlisted
[in the Air Corps on February 11,
11942, He held a medal {or meri

| torious achelvement in combat and

| received promotion to lilrl lientens
tant last October. He i gnlso sur
i\i\ml by five aislers, Mrs, Ruoth
iﬂ'l)rmnv-ll of Hammond, Mrs, Eliza-
| beth Munning of Michigan City,
E.\IJ.\'A Mary Patta of Medaryville
!.\hs_ Betly Schultz of the Wina-
smac vieinit
jof Flint Mi

Lt. Geradd Allee, who also s in

rs. Ruby Schmier

. cind thelr brothers.

the Alr Corps. stationed at Muroe, |

Calif,, and Pvt. Ronald Allee of
Cump Fanunin, Texas, are spending

Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

~ Air Casualty

LT. DONALD ALLEE
1’.| few days with their mother. Her
| fourth son, Roy J. Allee, F.C. 1/¢,
is in the south Paeific.

Memorial sefvices are to be held
'.‘;llliilil_\ alternoon at Freeport, 1,

| *

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Jan 1945: 1.

Licut, Donald Allee of Me-

| Lieut. Donald Ailee of Medary-

| ville who was reported killed in

| action over Belrium on Dec. 19,

daryville.
Mrs. Etta !

sted in thel Air
Force on Feb. 11, 1942 and has
been overseas for the past vear.!
Other details were withheld.
Survivors include the widow, aj
son, his parents and five sisters
and three brothers. !

Winamac (IN) Republican 11 Jan 1945: 1.

15 Jan 2026

©2026, Jim Phillips

Officers Present Bond
To Baby Son of Pilot

(Medaryville Correspondence)

The “rald” part of an air show,
sponsored by the Army in con-
junction with the opening of the
Seventh Bond Drive, held at Chi-
cago airport on May 13, was fol-
lowed by the presentation of a
$1,000 bond to Donald W. Allee,
infant son of a Ninth Air Force
fighter pilot, who met death dur-
ing the battle of the bulge,

The presentation was made to
the child's mother, Mrs. Donald
W. Allee, on behalf of Ninth Air
Force officers, Lt. Donald W. Al
lee was a son of Mrs, Etta Allee
of Medaryville, and a graduate of
the Medaryville high school.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 May 1945: 1.

Donald W. Allee 1I, infant son|
of Lieut. Donald W. Allee of Me-i
daryville, fighter pilot killed in the
Battle of the Bulge,” was present-!
ed with a $1,000 war bond by 9th
Air Force officers during the pro-,
gram opening the Seventh War,
Loan Drive at the Chicago airport
May 13. ‘ |

The presentation was made to
the child’s mother. Lieut. Allee
was the =on of Mrs. Etta Allee
of Medaryville.

i

Winamac (IN) Republican 24 May 1945: 1.
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1944: In the Thick of It — The Dead

Kent Hubbell McKenney

Kent, part of the initial parachute jump into the night before D-Day, was buried in Arlington
National Cemetery.

Born: 7/7/1922

Entered: 11/13/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35347618,SSGT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 12/23/1944

Parents: Howard Lathrop and Nellie May Hubbell McKenney

On 23 December 1944, Kent McKenney, 22, was killed in action in Holland. He was awarded
the Purple Heart. His mother was from Francesville. He was buried in Arlington National
Cemetery in Arlington, VA, as well as a memorial in the Woodlawn Cemetery in Auburn.

l - -
It g j Former Resident Killed

+ 1 Mrs. Ellis Rees received word,

. _
= AV [Zos { Tuesday from Mr. and Mrs, H. L
F'i e A MeKenny of Auburn that their son |
| rte

i / L]

thl been killed in action in

Belgium. Mr., McKenny is a 101‘-}
|
\

e WS mer Leacher in the Winamae and
2 # - 7 s
-, 7 Kenny, the former Miss Nellie
Ty Hubbell of FPrancesville is a4 niece

!
1

7 5 V. [ Francesville schools, and Mrs. Me-
' > - [}
|
|

|
of Mrs. Rees. j

5 Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Jan 1945: 1.

Kent McKenney (CIIectic-m of L;n.ce Dyckman) -
findagrave.com/memorial/49255726/kent_h-
mckenney/photo#tview-photo=255047052.

(Cant erltannau' Killed
Word was received Sunday by Mr.

and Mrs. H. L. McKenney that their
son, Kent, a paratrooper, was killed
in action Dec. 23. Mr. McKenney is
superintendent of the Auburn schools.

Garrett (IN) Clipper 15 Jan 1945: 1. Webpage (newspapers.com).

i
g
¥
;
:
B

¥ in the logical
of Central Soya Co. in Decatur.

Garrett (IN) Clipper 18 Jan 1945: 4. Webpage (newspapers.com).

15 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips Page 151 of 237



Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Robert Vincent Craigmile
It was a tragic Christmas Eve for Robert.

Born: 6/8/1921

Entered: 12/12/1939
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,06669412,PVT
Medal: Purple Heart

Died: 12/24/1944

Parents: Vernard E. and Josephine T Foster Craigmile

On 24 December 1944, Robert Craigmile, 23, was killed in action in Belgium, probably during
the Battle of the Bulge. He was awarded the Purple Heart. He had relatives in Medaryville. He
was buried in the Luxembourg American Cemetery.

Robert V. Craigmile - (Collection of Kathy Stone)
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1944: In the Thick of It — The Dead

e e s e

KIA Telegram 15 Jan 1945 (Collection of Kathy Stone)
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

= |
Mrs. Bessie Hansell of Medary-
ville received a telegram from her, |
nephew, Vernard Crigmile of An-| '
derson, stating that his son, Rob-|
ert Crigmile, was killed in action in/
Belgium on December 24 -~
|54 |

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Jan 1945: 1.

Robert Crigmile of Anderson,
who has relatives in Medaryville.

Mrs. Bessie Hanesll of Medary-
‘ville, received word this week
Afrom ‘her nephew, Vernard Crig-
mile of Anderson, that his son,
Robert Crigmile, was killed in ac-
tion in Belgium on Dec. 24.
Winamac (IN) Republican 25 Jan 1945: 1.
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1944: In the Thick of It — The Dead

Jesse Franklin Vories

Jesse died of hypothermia after the truck in which he was riding overturned into a ditch on
Christmas Day.

Born: 5/26/1924

Entered: 3/25/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35099470,T4
Died: 12/25/1944

Parents: William Earl "Earl" and Merle Marie Roach Vories

On 25 December 1944, Jesse Vories, 20, died of shock and submersion when the truck in which
he was riding overturned in a ditch. He served 21 months, including 3 months in the European
war zone. His parents were former residents of Beaver Township. He was buried in 1.0.0.F.
Riverview Cemetery in Monticello. He was engaged to a girl from Twelve Mile.

'Former Resident Killed

Sgt. Jesse Vories, son of Mr,
and Mrs, Earl Vories, former resi-
dents of Beaver township now
Hyving at Burnetisville, died on
Christmmuas Day in Belgium as the
result of injuries suffered when a
truck in which he wasg riding overs:
turned in a diteh, Death was due
to “shock and submersion”, the
parents were nofified by his coms
manding officer.

»

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Feb 1945: 1.

Jesse Franklin Vories (Collection of cranehunter2006) -

ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/9275614/person/160021522191/me
dia/cc3ae573-d388-461b-9986-055585d3af50
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

PARENTS RECEIVE
DETAILS ON SON'S
DEATH IN BELGIUM

Details of the drowning of their
son, Jesse F. Vories on Dec. 25 in
Belgium have been received by Mr.
aud Mrs. Earl Vories, of route 1,
Burnettsville, in a letter from his
commanding officer, Capt. Alf O,
Trulson,

The letter followa: |
“*It is my unpleasant duty to in-|
'form you of the death of an excel-
|lent soldier, your son, T/4 Jesse
{F. Vories. He was under my com-|
'mand from April 4, 1943, and I have
lalways found him to be thoughtful, |
| considerate, clean, and obedient,

*Jesse was riding in the rear of
'a truck on Christmas day when
tlle road caved in, causing the
‘truck to overturn into a canal. The
'accident was observed by other

members of this unit, thus enab-
ling immediate action on extracting
‘him from the truck.
. “Unforiunately the water was
lextremely cold and the combined
effects of shock and submersion
made all efforts to revive him
through artifieial respiration and
|other means of no avall. His
frlentls gave him artificlal respira-
ﬂun tirelessly for three hours and
'ceased only when advised to do so
'by army medical doctors.

|
“Capt. V. C. Buttermore, a
|chaplain of Protestant faith, of-
ficiated at the ceremony which was
(held in Belglum. A military forma-
tion was held by this company in
honor of your son. Jeésse was well
/liked by all his comrades and was
held in their highest esteem.
| "His grave is located in Bel-
|gium and due to censorship regu-
!lations an exact location cannot be
|given at this time; however, the
War department will inform you as
[to the Jocation at the earllest mo-
' ment.”

—_— Ve

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 1 Feb 1945: 7.
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1944: In the Thick of It — The Dead

John William Bortell
When the year 1944 ended, so did John.

Born: 1/9/1917

Entered: 6/2/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,36058158,PFC
Medals: Bronze Star, Purple Heart
Died: 12/31/1944

Parents: Earl and Adah Catherine Bortell

On 31 December 1944, John Bortell, 27, was killed in action by a land mine in the Pacific on
Negesebus in the Palau Islands. He served 30 months, including in the Pacific war zone. He was
awarded the Purple Heart. He lived in Starke County, but had a sister in Monterey. He was
buried in Laurel Hill Cemetery in Havana, IL.

Born to Earl & Adah Catherine Bortell in
1917. John enlisted in the US Army WWII on
Jun 2, 1942. His regiment was 8lst Infantry
Division known as "Wildcats". He was killed
Dec 31, 1944 in an explosion from a War land
mine. He was involved in 3 Japanese invasions
in Pacific on Peleliu Islands under the
command of General McArthur. He received a
Purple Heart and Combat Infantry badge for
exemplary conduct and great skill in actions
against the enemy. He was buried on the
island at the US Armed Forces Cemetery but
later was sent home to be buried in Havana
Il1linois.

Website (findagrave.com)

Brother Killed in Action

l‘l"(“ John Bortell, a brother of
i Mrs. Clifford A. Peterson of the
| Monterey vicinity, was killed in
action on December 31, while en-
| gaged in battle in the Pacific area.
He formerly lived in California
township, Starke county, but his
parents now live near Havana, I
He recently was awarded the In-
fantryman Badge for exemplary
congluet and gkill in action, and
had also been awarded the Purple
Heart because of wounds suffered

p r p s e
John Willliam Bortell (Collection of Kathy Bradley) - last fall in “gh' ing on a Pacifie
ancestry.com/mediaui- island, |5
viewer/collection/1030/tree/1509697/person/492770141/media/

b7ee576d-670c-43f6-a7c3-7ff4829bfb4c

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Jan 1945: 1.
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1944: |In the Thick of It — War Stories

James Marshall Rudd

During his 1944 arrest for fighting, James was discovered to have been AWOL for the first of
two times that year.

Born: 6/18/1924

Entered: 7/11/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35148489,PVT
Discharged:

Died: 10/22/1955

Spouse: Rosetta Steward Rudd
Parents: William Hobart and Arminta "Mint" King Rudd

James Rudd with momma (Collection of amh011066) -
ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/27123139/person/2001449210/med
ia/8bc040d1-1067-4679-afb1-16348814778e

James Rudd with wife and baby (Collection of amh011066) -
ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/27123139/person/2001449210/med
ia/150c205e-7258-4fc2-aafb-cff21a16dc65
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

M Bei Taites Maahall Fatd wai 'Deputy Arreston AWOL

taken into custody at North Jwd- Deputy Turner also apprehended
son last week for fighting in the James M. Rudd, alleged- to be
street. Upan investigation it was laway from the army without of-
found by police officials that he ficlal leave. He was taken into
was AWOL from Camp Chaffee, | custody Thursday at the home of

Ark., since December 20. Military

his mother in Rich Grove township :
police came Wednesday from In- sttt may v

Aliiiabolls Tor. RUAK: 6. wes o and turned over to military om-

cials Tuesda
ducted from the Denham vieinity. X B
L | Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Jul 1944: 1

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Jan 1944: 1.

A. W. O. L. SERVICEMEN

J. A. Robella was picked up Fri-
day by Matt Winter for being
AWOL from Great Lakes. He
wus vigitihg in the William Houvu
home north of town. B

Pvt. James Marshall Rudd was
arrested last week in North Jud-
son for fighting on the street, Up-
on mw'xtu:atlon it was found by
police that he was AWOL from:
Camp Chaffée, Ark., since Dee. 20.
Military police arlwed Wednesday
from Indianapolis. Pvyvt. Rudd was:
formerly  from the Denham  vi-
cinity. !

Winamac (IN) Republican 13 Jan 1944: 1.
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1944: In the Thick of It — War Stories

Noble Edward Walther
Noble wrote a letter in support of home folks buying war bonds.

Born: 8/19/1919

Entered: 1/31/1941
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,PFC
Discharged: 9/3/1945
Died: 3/1/1996

Parents: Nellie E. Tabler (Frank E.[deceased]) Walther (Pete) Paszek

From Ireland

1 would like to write something
that would help in the bond drive,
but hardly know what to say that
will pass the censor.

Have now been in the Army
three years, most ol that time
overseas, And I am not the only
one [rom good old Pulaski county.
There are a lot of the boys, here
in the same organization with me,
who came in the same day 1 did
And we are all trying to do our
part.

But how can we do our part
without help from the folks back
there ‘fr-the good ol U. 8. A2 |
know — they can buy War Bonds.
All of us boys over here are buy-
ing bonds, and 1 know that the
| folks back there have been buy-

PFC Noble E. quthér, oversems
with the field artillery, son of
Mrg, Nellie Paszek of Wina-

mac.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Feb 1943: 1.

15 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips

ing bonds, too. But they ‘must
lkeep on’ buying more of them.
Maybe they can't see what good
they are doing when they buy a
bond, but T can say this much —

it they were over here in a puir

of G. 1. shoes, they sure wouid
know. We can see just what things
are here. And 1 don't mean may-
be. If only you folks over there
knew how things are over here.
Of course, it isn't so bad here
where 1 am, but there are a lot
of places not as good as Northerm
Ireland. This is the third place
overseas that my organization has
been in, and God only knows where
else it may be sent before it comes
back home again. We all had hopes
of coming back at one time, but
now we don't even think of it.
PFC NOBLE E. WALTHEI.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Jan 1944: 1.
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Harold James "Skip" McKinley

Skip wrote a letter in support of folks at home buying war bonds.

Born: 9/11/1909

Entered: 6/3/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35160469,T/4
Discharged: 11/2/1945

Died: 7/13/1992

Parents: Calvin "Cal" and Eva M. Little McKinley

Pvt. Harold McKinley. son of
Mr, and Mrs. Calvin McKinley
of Winamage, in the coast guard
artillery at a U, 8. outpost.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Nov 1942: 1.

15 Jan 2026

So\cﬁav Lefters o

Dear Folks —

Haven’'t had time to write out
side of the card, We have been
moved around quite a bit. All the
companies are split up here and
they are around alrplane factories.
We are on & hill across from one
plant. We are digging trenches
to the 37mm, guns and ammunition
boxes and to our, dugouts. ‘We
sleep in three aigplane motor
boxes put together with bunks
built in, There are eight of us
sleeping in a room about seven
feet. wide and twelve. feet long.
There js not even room to. turn
around in. We are putting guns
on the hill and they are building
barracks for us.

They haul us about three miles
from here in trucks to’ eat every
day and also drive us over to an-
other place to take a shower. We
work all day and stand guard two
hours every night.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26

From the Aleutians

At an outpost Jike this, our only
source of supplies is by boat,
weather permitting. This makes
our mails very siow. By the time
1 get the county paper it is a
month old.

I have noticed that the sale of
(war bonds hasn’t been so very
good sometimes, and I am wonder-

watd the war. Are they getting
used to it, and pass it off as one
of those things that will wear it-
sell out some time?

From the North Pacific to the

I'ford, besides giving their service

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27

©2026, Jim Phillips

Ming what attitude people take (o-il honing that it will hasten the day

South Pacific our boys are buying|| jemocracy they fought for.
all the bonds they can possibly af-

!| They are sure getting ready for
|linvasjon here. They don't intend
;lm be surprised. Every place you
i you can see guards and guns.
||They even have machine guns on
|the roofs of the airplane factories.
|We have a machine gun down by
‘the road and no cars are allowed
\to stop at all. Streets going” past
the plant are closed and sand
bagged.

Haven't had a pass yet, but I
| think we new fellows will get ours
| about the last of the week. Passes
are only good for six hours now.

‘Well, this is about all I can think
of now, If you have written, I
haven't got the letter yet, but
probably will tomorrow as some
of the fellows’ mail came in to-
day from the other adfiress that I
sent you. v *

‘Would like to hear from some of
the fellows, but haven't had time
yet, so if any of them ‘ask give
them my address and tell them to
write and I will write later on.

HAROLD McKINLEY
Btry H, 203rd C.C. (AA)
Santa Monlca, Calif,

Feb 1942: 3.

[fand possibly their lives to their|
country. So it seems to me that|

the least people at home could
do i8 to back them up with war
bonds.

I have now been isolated from
‘clvilizullon for mearly two years,|
{ most of that in the dreary, wind-
|swept and fog-bound Aleutians. I
‘ know that the boys here are buy-

ing lots of bonds every paydny,l

that they can get back to civill-!
|| zation again. Some day the boys
will be coming home from the bat-|
tle fronts of the world, looking for
jobs to help pay for the peace and

Back the bucks with bonds.
PFC HAROLD McKINLEY.

Jan 1944: 1.
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1944: In the Thick of It — War Stories

It's a Small World (War Il) for friends.

Harold heard from folks in Winamac that Dean was on the same Aleutian island, only a mile
apart, but they met only after the weather improved enough to travel.

Harold James "Skip" McKinley

Born: 9/11/1909

Entered: 6/3/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35160469,T/4
Discharged: 11/2/1945

Died: 7/13/1992

Parents: Calvin "Cal" and Eva M. Little
McKinley

Pvt. Harold MecKinley. son of
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin McKinley
of Winamage, in the coast guard
artillery at a U, 8. outpost.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Nov 1942: 1.

15 Jan 2026

©2026, Jim Phillips

Wilford Dean "Dean" Bartlett

Born: 2/8/1916

Entered: 3/1/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35153835,T/4
Discharged:

Died: 6/30/1985

Parents: Amanda May Sheets (Charles
Lamont) Bartlett (John F.) Bledsoe and
Charles Lamont Bartlett

Sgt. W. Dean Bartleit, in the
quartermaster division, son of
Mrs. Amanda Bartlett of Wina-
mac, $

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Jan 1943: 1.
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

In a letter to his parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Cal McKinley of Wina-
mace, their son Harold tells of a
recent meeting with Dean Bartlett,
another Winamac boy in the Aleu-
tians. Through correspondence
with home folks each learned of
the other's presence on the same
island, a mile apart, but weather
conditions prevented travel. When
the first nice day came Harold
made the trip. Both young men
have been stationed in Alaska and
the Aleutians for more than two
vears and this was their first
meeting.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Feb 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips
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1944: In the Thick of It — War Stories

It's a Small World (War Il) for brothers.

After meeting his brother, Bob, in a nearby camp in February, Ed wrote to their folks, “Fifteen
miles sounds close to you, but it isn’t always that way here, and one is not always sitting around
his tent waiting for visitors from home. | may not get to see him again, but this meeting did us
both a lot of good.”. They got to meet again in June. Four months later, Bob was killed.

Edwin Lawrence "Ed" Fagner Robert Lee "Bob" Fagner

Born: 3/1/1911 Born: 10/24/1924

Entered: 5/19/1942 Entered: 3/25/1943

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35354646,S/SGT Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35130505,SGT
Discharged: Awards: Purple Heart

Died: 6/30/2003 Died: 10/4/1944

Parents: Thomas Lee and Emma Dahl Parents: Thomas Lee and Emma Dahl
Fagner Fagner

Sgt. Robert L. Fagner

L At S
Edwin Fagner Pulski County (N)Democrat 26 0 19441

Ed Fagner, Veterans of Pulaski County.
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MEN AND WOMEN
1N AR SERWCE

:;County Men Meet in Italy,
| Hawaii, Alaska and
‘ on Board Ship.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Fagner of
| Jefierson township received a
iletter this week from their son
{ Ed in which he tells of a meeting
! with his brother Bob in Italy. When
ia third brother Wayne, at home,
isent Ed the new adilress of their
]brnlher Lob it proved to be in a
{camp fifteen  miles distant from
Ed’s camp in Italy. JEd was fori-
unate in getting transportation
there; and a week end pass. . In
This letter Ed said: “Fifteen miles
!sounds clese to you, but it isn't
i that way here, and one is not al-
ways sitting aroud his tent wait-
ing for visitors from home. I
may not get to see him again but
this meeting did us both a lot of
good.” Bob has been promoted to
'prhntp first class.

Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

In a letter to his parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Cal McKinley of Wina-
(mac, their son Harold tells of a
recent meeting with. Dean Bartlett,
‘another Winamac boy in the Aleu-
tians. Through correspondence
with home folks each learned of
| the other's presence on the same
island, a mile apart, buf weather
conditions prevented travel. When
|the first nice day came Harold
{made the trip. Both young men
. have been stationed in Alaska and
| the Aleutians for more than two
|vears and this was their first
| meeting.
. John Rafferty, 'WT 3/c¢, of Star
| City, was aboard an aireraft car-
‘rier for some time when his
| presence was discovered by Peity
: Otficer Clyde Robertson, formerly
|of Winamac. Robertson, who has
been a member of the ship's band
since he was assigned to duty near-
Iy two years ago, recently spent
a leave with his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Clyde Roberison of Chicago.

Pvt. Joseph Schmicker \\'n:le his
|parents, Mr. and Mrs. William
Schmicker of the Winamac vicins
ity, that he had met Cpl. Jim Nu-
fer- in the Hawaliian islands re-
cently. Pvt. Schmicker is now sta-
tioned at a south Pacific island.
Mrs. Schmicker’s brother, PIC
Gerald Gilsinger, has written her
that he is now located in the sontlh
| Pacific also. 5

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Feb 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026

©2026, Jim Phillips

R ' -
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Fagne
| received a letter from their son
| Robert Tuesday, telling of his
meeting his ‘brother Ed in Rome,
and that they had seen each other
three times after that. They had
also met last December in Italy,

Py

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Jun 1944: 1.
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1944: In the Thick of It — War Stories

It's a Small World (War Il) for friends.

John and Clyde discovered they were on the same aircraft carrier.

John Patrick Rafferty Clyde Paul Robertson Jr.

Born: 7/11/1917 Born: 6/19/1920

Entered: 7/16/1942 Entered: 19417

Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,WT3c or Flc Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,Mus. 3/c
Discharged: 11/5/1945 Discharged:

Died: 2/7/1973 Died: 3/24/2000

Parents: John Mathias and Nellie Veronica Parents: Clyde Mondeau and Anna Ida
Silver Rafferty Couch Robertson Sr.

> _o'.. t

ohn Ra Clxcfo Robertnon, Mus. 8/c, son
~eraft u_rrlqr ln the Athntic of Mr, and Mrs, Clyde Robert-
fleet, son of Mr. and Mrs. John ‘son of Chicago, formerly of
' of Star City, ~Winamac, in the Navy. '

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Nov 1943: 1. Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Apr 1944: 1.
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

John Rafferty, WT 3/¢, of Star
City, was aboard an airceraft car-
rier for some time when his
presence was discovered by Pelty
Officer Clyde Robertson, formerly
of Winamaec. Robertson, who has
been a member of the ship's band
since he was assigned fo duty near-
ly two years ago, recently spent
in leave with hig parents, Mr. and
iMrs. Clyde Roberison of Chicago.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Feb 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips
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1944: In the Thick of It — War Stories

It's a Small World (War Il) for friends.

Joe met Jim in the Hawaiian Islands.

Joseph William "Joe" Schmicker

Born: 9/13/1922

Entered: 11/7/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: ?,35567596,CPL
Discharged: 12/5/1945

Died: 3/14/1993

Parents: William Fred and Katherine Celcilia
Gilsinger Schmicker

s RS

Pvt. Joseph W. Schmicker, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Willlam
Schmicker, west of Winamac,
with quartermaster corps In
southwest Pacific,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Aug 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026

©2026, Jim Phillips

James G. "Jim" Nufer

Born: 5/12/1914

Entered: 10/16/1941
Branch,SN,Rank: ?,36130312,CPL
Discharged:

Died: 5/7/2001

Parents: John Badis and Rose Agnes Bigler
Nufer

CPyvi. Jim_Nufer, stationed over-
seas with: the coast artillery,
son of Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Nufer
of the Winamac vieinity.,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Feb 1943: 1.
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MEN AND WOMEN
1N AR SERWCE

County Men Meet in Italy,
Hawaii, Alaska and
on Board Ship.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Fagner of
| Jefferson township received i
': letter this week from their son
{ Ed in which he tells of a meeting
h\'ith his brother Bob in Italy. When
{a third brother Wayne, at home,
isent Ed the new adilress of their
| brother Lob it proved to_be in a
{camp fifteen miles distant from
Ed’s camp in Italy. JEd was fori-
unate in getting transportation
there; and a week end pass. . In
This letter Ed said: “Fifteen miles
‘sounds clese to you, but it isn't
i that way here, and one is not al-
ways sitting aroud his tent wait-
ing for visitors from home. I
may not get to see him again but
this meeting did us both a lot of
good.” Bob has been promoted to
'pri\nl.p first class.

Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

In a letter to his parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Cal McKinley of Wina-
(mac, their son Harold tells of a
recent meeting with. Dean Bartlett,
‘another Winamac boy in the Aleu-
tians. Through correspondence
with home folks each learned of
| the other's presence on the same
island, a mile apart, buf weather
conditions prevented travel. When
| the first nice day came Harold
{made the trip. Both young men
.have been stationed in Alaska and
| the Aleutians for more than two
|vears and this was their first
| meeting.
- John Rafferty, WT 3/c, of Star
| City, was aboard an aireraft car-
‘rier for some time when his
| presence was discovered by Petty
: Otficer Clyde Robertson, formerly
|of Winamac. Robertson, who has
been a member of the ship's band
i since he was assigned fo duty near-
|!,\‘ two years ago, recently spent
in leave with his parents, Mr. and
l.-\lrs‘ Clyde Roberison of Chicaga.
I Pyt Joseph Schmicker \\'n:le his
|parents, Mr. and Mrs. William
Schmicker of the Winamac vicins
i ity, that he had met Cpl. Jim Nu-
{fer in the Hawaiian islands Tre-
tcently. Pvt. Schmicker is now sta-
tioned at a south Pacific island.
{Mrs. Schmicker’s brother, PIC
| Gerald Gilsinger, has written her
{ that he is now located in the sonth

| Pacific also.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Feb 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026
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It's a Small World (War Il) for Joe, Claude, and James.

Joseph Mathias "Joe"
Bauer Jr.

Born: 8/22/1920
Entered: 5/7/1943
Branch,SN,Rank:
USN,,PO3c or SC2c
Discharged:

Died: 5/15/2016

Spouse: Wilma Jean Smith
Bauer

Parents: Joseph Anthony
"Joe" and Mary Loriette
Mulkerin Bauer

Three Pulaski County Men Meet

Claude Edgar Vanaman

Born: 4/5/1914
Entered: 9/10/1942
Branch,SN,Rank:
USN,,M.M.3c
Discharged: 12/5/1945
Died: 2/11/1973

Parents: Henry Edgar and
Emma Jeanetta Cramer
Vanaman

|
0

Three Pulaski county navy men, Mrs. Edgar Vanaman of Franklin
recently got together in Hawail|township; Jemes Carson, Mo. M.
{and had their pictures taken. They|M. 2/c, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. R.
are Joseph Bauer, SC 2/c, son of|Carson of the Winamac vieinity.
IMr. and Mrs. Joseph Bauer of |Bauer and Carson had been on the
| Monterey; Claude E. Vanaman,|same boat. All three are now sta-
| Mo, M. M. 3/c, son of Mr. and|tioned at Pearl Harbor.

In Hawaii; Pose for Cameraman

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Feb 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026
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1944: In the Thick of It — War Stories

James Eakin Carson

Born: 1/11/1918

Entered: 5/21/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,F1c
Discharged: <12/13/1945
Died: 12/30/1993

Parents: Armor Roy and
Bessie Priscilla Plank
Carson
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Verne Elmer “Verne” Trinoskey

After his plane collided with another over Greece, Verne parachuted and was rescued and

cared for by Greek citizens.

Born: 7/15/1920

Entered:

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,,S/SGT
Medal: Air Medal

Discharged:

Died: 7/16/1978

Spouse: Bernice Lucile Kopkey Trinoskey

Parents: EImer Edward and Bertha M Born Trinoskey

GT. VERNE TRINOSKY
Winamac Girl’s
Husband Listed

| . Missingin Action

S/Sgt. Verne Trinosky of North
Judson, whose wife is the former
{ Miss Burnice Kopkey of Winamac,
'is reported missing in action in
|a flight over Greece. The message
came Sunday by telegram to his
parents, Mr. and Mrs, Elmer Trin-
osky of North Judson. He is a tail
gunner on a bomber.

There were rumors around Win-
amac "to the effect that Mrs.
Trinosky had received later word
of her husband’'s death, but ghe
informs The Democrat that no in-
formation of any kind has come
except the report that he is miss-
ing.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Feb 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026

o .
iWinomac Man Reported
%Missing In Greece Raid

i  WINAMAC, Ind. — Staff Sgt.
 Verng E.. Trinosky, 23, son of Mr.
cand.Mrs: Elmer Trinosky, of Nerth
Judson, has been reported missing
| in action during a raid over Greece
Jinstead of “killed in action” as
previously reported.
t Sergeaut Trinosky, a tail gunner
‘on a B-24 bomber, has been miss-
ling since January 11, the War De-
| partment message said. The miss-
jing man's wife, the former Bur-
‘nice Kopkey, lives in Winamac.
| —

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 3 Feb 1944: 5.
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1944: In the Thick of It — War Stories

A small V-Mail letter brought
to Mrs. Bernice Trinoskey, an em-
ploye of the Kruger Grocery, the
best wedding anniversary present
she could have-—a letter from her
husband, Sgt. Verne 'I‘rmoqkev,
who was report:ed nrissing  after
an aerial action over Greece Janu-
ary 11.  The couple’s first wed-
ding anmvels:uv i tomorrow,
(Friday).

“What I really want you to
{know is that I am all ught Just
shaken up a little and excitéd
about being back in good hands
again,” the lettér ;gul adding
“by the time you reccive this I
should be well on my way back
to the states.”

The letter was the first word
Mrs. Trinoskey had reccived since
the War Dcpnrtmcnt reported her
fhusband missing.

Casually, in the latter part of
the letter, Sgt. Trinoskey said,
“If this sounds like a very poor
letter you will just have to excuse
me, as it is the first time I have
written since my escape.”

No other details of the escape
were given, but it is presumed
that Sgt, Trinoskey parachuted
to safety and then managed to es-
cape capture through the efforts
|of friendly Greeks

Winamac (IN) Republican 20 Apr 1944 1.

15 Jan 2026

B

S ——

©2026, Jim Phillips

;Gunner Escapes From
+Nazi-Held Territory

l S/Sgt. Verne Trinoskey arrived
in Winamac Monday night to spend
(& twenty-day furlough with his
, wife and with his parents, Mr. and
yMrs. Elmer Trinoskey of North
;Judson. He expects to go from
; here to Miami, Fla., and will be ac.
-compamed by his . wiie, who ‘'was
Mlss Burnice Kopkey before t.heir.'-
‘marriage, He reached the Statea
rSuLurday. flying from Casablanca,
iAh‘icn. <
Sgt. Trinoskey was listed as
missing in action January 11, when
'his plane collided with another on
'a mission over Greece. He was
one of three men who parachuted
|to' safety, although he was wound-
'ed by flak before reaching the
‘gmuml He was cared for by
i friendly natives of the Nazi-held
| territory and eighty-nine days later
escaped to an Allied base. He is .
'under oath not to tell of his exs
. periences until alter the war.
| o]

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 May 1944: 1.

—
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Harold Carl Kripisch

Harold earned his Silver Star by moving to an exposed place to get a better field of fire for his
weapon, repelling two attacks from artillery and mortar fire and from hand grenades.

Born: 10/8/1918

Entered: 2/3/1943

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35090726,PVT
Awards: Silver Star

Discharged: 9/27/1945?

Died: 1/22/1973

Parents: Herbert and Mary Hall Kripisch

Receive Medals

Pvt. Harold. C. Kripisch, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Kripisch of
Medaryville, has been awarded the
Silver Star for bravery and con-
duct during a battle in Italy. A re-
cent report said: On February 11
and 14, 1944, as an automatic rifle-
man, he fought with his company
Iagainst an enemy counterattack cn
l'a hill positioy/ As the assault be-
'came more threatening, he moved
| from his pgsition to an exposed
| place subjeqt to intense enemy ar-
| tillery and mortar fire, because it
!offered a better field of fire for Dis
' weapon. He fired so accurately
‘and rapid that the enemy was
| forced to withdraw from his sec-
tor. Again the enemy attacked, this
‘time sneaking close to his position
‘and attempting to blast him out
|with hand grenades. He countered
;with rifle fire, killing and wound-
'ing so many enemy that they were
‘again forced to withdraw,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Oct 1944: 1.
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1944: In the Thick of It — War Stories

Back to visit the old boss were Kenneth, George, and William.

Kenneth Allen Heater George Hadden Depoy William Edward "Bill"
Larkin

Born: 9/8/1913 Born: 9/18/1925 Born: 12/9/1922

Entered: 10/15/1942 Entered: 5/4/19447 Entered: 11/16/19427

Branch,SN,Rank: Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,PFC Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,A/S

USA,35563270,T/3

Discharged: 2/13/1946 Discharged: Discharged:

Died: 5/5/1979 Died: 1/19/2014 Died: 11/17/1998

Spouse: Margarie M.
Parrish Larkin

Parents: Charles Ora and Parents: Della Forence Parents: Agnes Ethel Ware
Ora Pearl Hoch Heater Rinebarger (Oscar (William U[deceased])
Arl[deceased]) Depoy Larkin

FEEE TS

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Mar Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Apr

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Oct
1943: 1.

1944: 1. 1944: 1.
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

The meritg of the various mil-
itary services were threshed out
over the week end at the Duggleby
Motor Sales when three former
employees returned home on leave,

Sergeant Kenneth Heater, son
of Mr. and Mrs, Charles Heater,
stationed at Fort Leonard Wood,
Mo.; George Depoy, Seaman 2-C
of the Merchant Marine, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Depoy, and
Seaman William Larkin, stationed
at Oxford, O., son of Mrs. Agnes
Larkin of South Bend, formerly
of Lucerne, all visited with their

former employer, Charles Dug-,

rleby.

Winamac (IN) Republican 9 Mar 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips
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1944: In the Thick of It — War Stories

It's a Small World (War Il) for Nordine and Stanley to meet in India by coincidence.

Anne Noreen "Noreen" Bauer Stanley Keith Henry
Born: 7/30/1915 Born: 5/5/1920
Entered: 8/24/1942 Entered: 11/16/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,LTC Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,PhM3c
Discharged: Discharged: 10/25/1945?
Died: 2/25/2003 Died: 12/19/1971

Spouse: Lois Charlotte Zellers Henry
Parents: Joseph Anthony "Joe" and Mary Parents: Herschel Emerson and Edith
Loriette Mulkerin Bauer Margaret Bader Henry

. Noreen Buuer,
corps of the Army,
tor‘@isn service,
Mr. and Mrn. Jonp;i_j

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Feb 1943: 1.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Jul 1943: 1.
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

944: 9.
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1944: In the Thick of It — War Stories

It's a Small World (War Il) for Ralph and Harry to meet in England.

Ralph Francis Miller Harry Edward (or Edmund) "Ed" Miller
Born: 6/11/1916 Born: 9/11/1922

Entered: 5/12/1941 Entered: 2/3/1943

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35159979,SSGT Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35090721,PFC
Awards: Bronze Star

Discharged: 9/28/1945 Discharged:

Died: 12/19/2006 Died: 1/6/2015

Parents: Frank Anthony and Cecelia C. Parents: Frank Anthony and Cecelia C.
Gilsinger Miller Gilsinger Miller

i

/ tt.Rnlph ‘Miller, son of Mr.

: PFC Harry E. Miller, with a mo-
" and Mrs, Fran® Milter of Win- bil unit, son of Mr. and Mrs..
. _amac, in an armored diviglon. Frank Miller of Winamac,

o . Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Aug 1943: 1.

Pula;ki Coun.ty.(IN) Democrat 26 Aug 1943: 1.
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

Miller Brothers
\Meet In England

S-Sgt. Ralph Miller and Pfe.
Harry E. Miller, sons of Mr, and
Mrs, Frank Miller of Winamaé,
were together for the first time in
two years whe\n they met at Ply-
mouth, England, two weeks ago.
The brothers crossed on the same
convoy without knowing of the
other's prescnce. Through corre-
spondence with their parents they
learned that they were stationed
in England. Having planned
twice, to meet, their plans were
altered on both occasions.

Winamac (IN) Republican 30 Mar 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips
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1944: In the Thick of It — War Stories

It's a Small World (War Il) for Betty and Dick in New Guinea.

Elizabeth "Betty" Dodd

Born: 3/6/1919

Entered:

Branch,SN,Rank: USNC,,LT
Discharged:

Died: 2/8/2007

Parents: Thomas Calvin and Harriet Jenette
Ritter Dodd

 Brother, Sister Meet

| M/Sgt. Richard Dodd, formerly
inf Winamac, and Lt. Betty Dodd
Fof the United States Nurses’ Corps,
{brother and sister, met. recently in
INex QGuinea, according to word
,they sent their parents, Mr. and
{ Mrs. Thomas Dodd of Gosportl.
{ Sgt. Dodd has been stationed in
| New Guinea for more than a year,
and his sister arrived overseas
[;\im'oh 1. He was employed on
{ The Democrat prior to entering
|the Army in March of 1942

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Apr 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026
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Richard Ritter “Dick” Dodd

Born: 4/16/1913

Entered: 3/26/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35111564,SGT
Discharged:

Died: 4/5/2001

Parents: Thomas Calvin and Harriet Jenette
Ritter Dodd
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Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

It's a Small World (War Il) for James, Tony, and who? in the South Pacific.

James found a Pulaski County Democrat along the side of a road in the South Pacific; it wasn't
dropped by Tony from Winamac in a separate nearby unit, so who?

James Burton Warriner

Born: 6/25/1916
Entered: 7/1/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,CPT
Discharged: 3/28/1946

Died: 5/10/1995

Parents: William Burton and Julia Emma

Guild Warriner

f Stray:N;;é};;Ber
In South Pacific

Savors of Home

From somewhere in the South- {

west Pacific comes an interesting

| story of a stray newspaper’ falling ||
"into the hands of an Army officer ||
| whose parents formerly lived inj|

|the county where the paper was
| printed. A

The circumstance is related in
{a V-mail letter to Mr. and Mrs.
{R. E.‘Horner of Winamac.: Their
| nephew, Capt. James-B. Warriner,
Fwrote under date” of March 23,
11944:

“As 1 was leading my com-

| pany on a hike this morning, I
noticed a paper lying in the
road. I passed it by, but one of
the men picked it up. Soon I

, heard someone say, ‘Pulaski
| county, Indiana.' So I took over
the newspaper and found it to

be the Pulaski County Democmat |

| of January 6, 1944. Tt was in-

teresting to find Don Guild's

| name and to note Aunt Mame's

re-election to the publicity post |
of the saddle club. When 1 re-
turned to camp I looked up a

Winamae native in a nearby
| outfit, Pvt. Joseph (Tony) Sny-

der, and gave him the paper.
‘What he wanders is: Who down_J
here dropped the newspaper o1
the road?”

Captain Warriner is a son of the

|Rev. and Mrs. W. B. Warriner of
| Michigantown, Ind. The Rev. Mr.

Warriner was pastor of the Me-

! daryville Methodjst church in 1905

to 1907, and Mrd. Warriner is the
former Miss Emma Guild of Me-
daryville, sister of Mrs. Horner,

{and at one time a Winamac teach-
-
(er. The young officer was an In-

dianapolis physician before enter-
ing a medical battalion in the
Army, His present location is not
known here, but a previous letter
stated that he was then in Aus-
tralia, and this letter is marked
| SWPA (Southwest "Pacific Aren).

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Apr 1944: 6

15 Jan 2026
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Joseph Anthony "Tony" Snyder

Born: 3/12/1911

Entered: 10/1/1942?
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,, TEC3
Discharged:

Died: 5/26/1962

Parents: George W. and True E. Asmus
Snyder

Page 182 of 237



1944: In the Thick of It — War Stories

John Jackson Hall

John was frustrated that the censor’s directions took more than half of his allotted time in a
phone call to his wife and mother.

Born: 9/27/1916

Entered: 10/16/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,CM2c
Discharged:

Died: 8/30/1999

Spouse: Pauline Velta Clements Hall
Parents: Guy Herbert and Inez May Crowder Hall

One of the more exasperating
phases of life in war time was the
experience Sundav of Mrs, Guy
Hall and her daughter-inlaw, Mrs.
Pauline Hall. ('—\l John Hall, on
duty with the Navy at Pear] Har-
bor. called hl.\ wife and mother
hy telephone. Scarcely had greet-
ings been exchanged when the
censor interrupted with direetions
abaut what to say and in the end
he oeccuppied more of the allotted
time than John' did,

Winamac (IN) Republican 13 Apr 1944: 1.

BENLSIE
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It's a Small World (War Il) for Ray and Clyde, both company musicians, meeting in North Africa.

Raymond Joseph "Ray" Stevens

Born: 7/17/1916

Entered: 6/27/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,36355237,SGT
Discharged:

Died: 12/9/2010

Parents: Leo A. and Clotilde Evangeline
Rabig Stevens

Sgt. Ray Stevens, son of Mr.
and Mrs, Leo Stevens of Wina-
mae, with the Army in Italy.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Jan 1945: 1.

Clyde Paul Robertson Jr.

Born: 6/19/1920

Entered: 19417
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,Mus. 3/c
Discharged:

Died: 3/24/2000

Parents: Clyde Mondeau and Anna Ida
Couch Robertson Sr.

4 r RN W

3 -k g Sl

Clyde Robertson, Mus. 3/c¢, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Hobert-
son of Chicago, formerly of

- Winamac, in the Navy. “

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Apr 1944: 1.
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- Winamac Boys Meet
In Africa

Another story about Pulaski
County boys in service includes
the information that Ray Steplicons
rson of Mr. and Mrs. Leo Stephens
of Winamae, wrote in a rvecen:
letter to his mother that he and
' Clyde  Robertson, formerly of
. Winamae, had met somewhere in
!itl:-e North Africian theatre.

Winamac (IN) Republican 18 May 1944: 1.

.. v
¥mamac Boys Meet
; -.North Africa 5

BWINAMAC, Tnd., May 18—Wina-
B0 i not & large city; neverthe-
. two local vouths had to go
"the way to North Africa to
pt for the first time.

» sarvice men, both company
agicians, who became arquaimed Ray Stevens (Collection of LynnHerklotz) - ancestry.com/mediaui-

g . ca, are Rﬂ,\' bteveps. son 0‘: viewer/collection/1030/tree/26344126/person/1825879453/med
; md }!rs' Leﬂ St(‘\ ens, an ia/89a2da7f-520f-404c-8b15-f5ada31d5d65
Robertson, son of Mr. and

' "Clyde Robertson,

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 18 May 1944: 16.
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John Tennyson "Jack" Russell

In a letter to a friend, Jack described serving in China.

Born: 6/13/1924

Entered: 3/30/1943

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35138535,SGT
Discharged:

Died: 9/11/1984

Parents: Elvin John "John" and Glenna Viola Swayzee Russell

PFC Jack Russell, son of Mr,
and _llrl. John Rumll of Win-

Pulaskl County (IN) Democrat 15 Jun 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026

The following interesting letter
{from Jack Russell to Velma Long
comes from China.

Dear Velma: g

Since last writing you I've seen
quite a bit of the world—South |
Africa, India and finally China. I
know you're wondering if 1 saw
our mutual friend ndhi.  Well,
no, but I did see evidence of his
work everywhere 1 turned.
turba Gandhi died while 1 was
there and a large proportion of
the shops in the city closed on her
account,

But I really like China much
| better, exeept that India is a
much easier place in which to buy
foreign goods, My salary here
rumuunl-: to about $15,000 a month
although the U.8.-China official |
\mu of exchange si 20 to 1, the|
iblack market here, which we G.
l.':-a patronize, gives us about 230
to 1. But inflation keeps us from
'h('m: rich. I wanted a bottle of
lQumk the other day—g$10,0007
Naturally it's much worse on those
things that are made outside of|
China, since importation is im-|
]yu“J h now fui .\n\thm-’ t\upﬂ

7

(which are prinlml i llu-
* Since arriving ove
covered I'm re

conscience to be carted about in
such a way, but the coolies don't

seem to mind it. In faet all the
people are o pretty happy lot, They
redlly like the Yanks and go out
of their way to make us comfort-
able. The Chinese government
furnishes our hostels, our scrvnm:.’
and takes care of our laundry.
Our particular hostel has a Chris-

tian Chinese manager, educated at
an American-Methodist university
in China. He’s a splendid follow §
and speaks English quite ﬂuently,ﬁ
He's giving us Chinese lessons 3|
times a week. j

Sunday (Palm Sunday) we had
some missionaries from the city
to conduct services. So far we
bave no chaplin.

Did I ever thank you for the
note in the autograph book the
kids at the store sent? I'm afraid
I couldn’t quite make out the
Latin exhortation. Does that dis-
courage you after trying for 3
yvears to teach me Latin? Right
now most of my Latin consists of
legal and ecclesiastical terms.

I've got a Josephine Culbertson
book now and am striving to im-
prove my contract bridge, =0
wateh out when I come home.

I'm not flattering when 1 say

Force. DPractically
ing has been via
the thrill of rviding in a plane h
gone.

In China our major means of
private trar via rick-
ashaw. At first it rather hurt my

Winamac (IN) Republican 4 May

©2026, Jim Phillips

you write some of the most
teresting letters of all my coure-
gpondents Don’'t write V-mail
iwhen you write. Use air mail. It's
]mu(h faster and more

Give my love to Ve
|the kids. Love, Jack.

1944: 3.
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Virgil Earl Russell

In a letter to his momma, Virgil wrote about the importance of winning the war.

Born: 8/22/1920

Entered: 7/8/1942

Branch,ID,Rank: USN,6265952,MM2
Discharged: 10/16/1944

Died: 5/6/1991

Parents: Walter Earl and Gladys Eula Smith Russell

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Aug 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026

Former Local Sailor
Tells Feelings in War
Virgil Earl Russell, son of Mr.
son, Mich.,
county, has been in the Navy for
three years, He was born In Rip-
ley, attended school jn Star City.
and graduated from Royal Cen-
ter high school in 1939. Much of
his time in the Navy has been
gpent at sea. During his first trip|
out he wrote the following letter..
Dear Mom:
7 This letter may never be deliver- |
ed to you. It will go to New ank.
and many other . places before|
ypu receive it. 1
About the war I can say noth-!
ing, only that I am proud to be a
part of the fight that is being!
made over here. and would not,|
even if it were possible, leave the |
service until this damn war is||
over and won. }
I have seen some horrible lhingsl
happen, but 1 have seen some |
wonderful acts of courage, sacri-
fice and loyalty. At least, I haveg
found that
searched for all my life—a cause |

and Mra. Walter Russell of Jack- |
formerly of Pulaskl

:|made, but that has nothing to do|

job which I have|

|and a job in which I can lose my- l
self completely and to which I
|ecan give every ounce of my‘
| strength and mind. 1 have mental:|
|1y and spiritually conquered my |
fear of death. My prayer each;
night and morning is that God|
| will. send you, who ‘are suffering.
Iso much more than I, His strength |
'uml peace.
| During the past few months I;
| have been a part of the most un-|
| selfish, co-operative efforts that
have ever geen made by a group
of individuals, Mistakes have been

with the manner in which my,
shipmates have reacted to their!
trial by fire. 1f the same splrl[f
were devoted to world betterment
in time of peace, what a gond
world we would have.

The purpose of ‘this letter is lu
send you my love for just being!'
my family. My prayer is not of|
myself but of you, and people like |
you. Remember, if we don't win|
this war, we will always be fight-|
ing. Nothing matters but winning|
/| this war. If we don’t win it, noth- |
ing matters.

Your son,

VIRGIL. :

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 May 1944: 6.
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Norman Stanford Thompson
In one year, Norman and his fellow soldier mail clerks handled 25 million letters.

Born: 12/3/1919

Entered: 1/3/1943

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35578366,SGT
Discharged:

Died: 10/31/2014

Spouse: Marjorie Brinker Thompson
Parents: Haakon and Florence Irene Rolleston Thompson

Local Sergeant Helps Set
Overseas Mail Record

Sgt. Norman S. Thompson is aj
soldier mail cierk in the Ninth Base
Postoffice in the Mediterranean
theater, according to recent press
release from . Major Ravmond D.
Ferguson, the post office’'s com-:
|mauding officer in Allied headquar-|
En-rs in that area. Sgt, Thompson's
iwife jlives in the Winamac vicinity.

According 1o Maj. Ferguson, Sgt. |
Thompson and his fellow workers |
have handled approximately twen-
| ty-five million letters during onec
!;rf-:lr of overseas operation. |
| The report stated that [ifty per
leent of the mail the office handles |
{currently is V-mail while air mail
consumes thirty per cent and or-

s !nlinury letters twenty per cent.

Norman Thompson (Collection of Jean Thompson) - | “For gpeed in delivery, V-mail is
ancestry.com/mediaui- [(-unsistenlly the fastest,” said Maj
viewer/collection/1030/tree/803305/person/- | Ferguson, “It takes from eleven to
2047616457/media/7d822055-1153-4987-8054-b39e63322068 thirteen days for it to arrive here

from the States, while it takes
from twenty-one to twenty-five
days, as a rule, for regular mail.
I.-\’uw and then an air mail letter
i\\i!l arrive in four dayvs but in the
long run it takes longer than V-
mail."” ; ‘

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 May 1944: 1.
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Raymond Anthony Hartman

Raymond was the first Pulaski County man to marry in England.

Born: 7/10/1919
Entered: 2/3/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,36315402,SGT

Discharged: 10/29/1945
Died: 4/1/1988

Spouse: Dorren Owen Hartman
Parents: Henry Albert "Bert" and Aurelia Agnes Fox Hartman

Married In Engla

The= first Pulaski county man of Mr., and Mrs. Albert Hartman.
to get married in England in this He is ettached to the 9th Air
war, Sergt. Raymond A, Hart-|Foree Service Command Station.
man of Monterey, is shown here The sergeant met his bride in
with his new bride, the former March,
Doreen Owen of Blackpool, En- engaged the folowing November.

nd

g

1943, and they became

gland. The couple was married He is a graduate of the Monte- |

in 8t. Cuthberths church in Black- rey high school.

peoh, Sergt. Hartman is the son |

Winamac (IN) Republican 25 May 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026
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Challie Howard

Challie had enough of the Army in May 1943, but the Army didn’t have enough of him when he
was found working in a potato field.

Born: 12/31/1922
Entered: 2/16/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,PVT
Discharged:

Died: 4/20/1963

Parents: Goble and Cora Corizelious Barnett Howard

Arrest Army Deserter

State Patrolman Delvie Masler-;
son and Deputy Sheriff  Omar.
Turner arrested Challie Howard
at his home in Rich Grove town- |
ship Tuesday on charges of de-
serting the Army. According to
reports he had left the Army in
May, 1943, at Camp Hood, Texas. |
He was taken to Rochester jail |
to await action by military au-
thorities, ]

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Jun 1944: 1.

3 ta s = A i il
Challie Howard (Collection of Casey Martin) -
findagrave.com/photos/2022/98/19928065_4e92a235-61f9-
46bb-9bb9-62d129956bc4.jpeg
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U.S. Deserter
Arrested Here

|
| Challe Howard.' former army
private charged with deserting at
!(Tump Hood, Texas, in May, 1943,
{wag arrested Tuesday by Deputy
| Sheriff  Omer Turner and State
{Policeman Delvie Masterson.

I Howard was working in the po-
itato field on the Gumz Brothers
|farms north of Medaryville when
‘he was arrested. Military police
at Fort Benjamin Harrison in In-
\dianapolis  were notified that

'Howard is being held in the Roch-|

‘ester jail.
Winamac (IN) Republican 8 Jun 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026

HELPWANTED

Men, Women', Boys and Girls

To Weed Onions and Peppermint

600D PAY

FROM $6.00 to $15.00 ,.r DAY
PIECE WORK

e —_—

Truck Leaves Monterey Daily At 6 A. M. From Main
Corner And From Winamac At 6:30 A. M. From In Front
0f Court House.

Arl-lﬁr P. Gumz Farms
North Judson  and  Newland

©2026, Jim Phillips
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Gilbert Preston Bailey

Gilbert described Tokio Tillie, one of several women on Japanese radio charged with trying to
demoralize U.S. troops. Gilbert edited the Delphi (IN) Citizen after high school from 1933 to
1935. He earned a B.S. and M.S. from Indiana University. He was a reporter and editor for the
New York Times from 1946 to 1953.

Born: 5/19/1914
Entered: 10/13/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,468615,MSGT
Discharged: 2/27/1946

Died: 9/16/1955

Parents: Cleveland Alvey and Bertha Miles Bailey

Marine from
Indiana Writes

« . 11
Of “Tokio Tillie
(Gilbert P. Bailey, formeriy od-
itor of the Delphi Citizen, is now |
a sergeant in the marines and is|
listed as a combat correspondent |
{or that branch of the armed serv-|
jee. He writes the following in-'
teresting story from the Marshall
Islands.)

A Japanese woman radio com-|
mentator, known to U. 8. Marines
as “Tokio Tillie,” is BDob Hope's
chief rival among radio fans in|
these desolate Marshall Islands. |

To allt soldiers, sailors and ma-|
rines who have set foot on Japa-|
nese-mandated territory, “'l'llllu"i
broadcasts nightly her dire ac|
counts of current American “dis-|
asters” in the Marshalls and her |
terrible predictions of America's
eventual downfall.

Broadcasts From Tokio.

A female Japanese uounwrpuri:
of Germany’s “Lord Haw-Haw,”|
she is the only Jap commentator
who has captured the imagination
of the men who fought here.

“Tokio Tillle” broadcasts from ;

Nl| 181ands.)

When “Tillie" speaks in general-
ities, she talks of “great surprises
in store for the United States” or
“Japan’s golden opportunity to deal
America a crushing blow.”

Sometimes she commentates di-
rectly to the American fighting
men now on Japanese territory:

“All the Marines who attacked
the Marshall Islands have been
killed,” announced “Tillie” a few
days after the operation. (U. S.
Marines suffered an estimated 565 |
casualties, killed and wounded, in‘
the attack by combined Uuilud‘
States forces against the Marshall

Promises Jap “Air Fleet.”

“Sixty thousand Marines already
have been killed,” says “Tillic”
in a clear, pleasant voice that re-'
minds every home-sick boy of the!
girls back home.

No one knows who “Tillie” Is
or where she learned to talk like
a girl from the American middle-
west. But “Tokio Tillie” is fast
becoming a nostalgic character,
regarded with mingled curiosity
and amusement.

Last night she gave us a final
warning: 1

“If the Marines do not Il.':l\‘L'l
the Marshall Islands in four duyn,"l
she said, “Japan will send the
largest air fleet ever . . .”

Radio Tokio in good corn-belt!
English, without Nipponese accent. |
About dusk each evening her audi-|
ence gathers to hear what "‘l‘llllc”l
has to say. {

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Jun 1944: 7.

15 Jan 2026
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Lawrence Cyril Pugh

Lawrence earned his Silver Star and Purple Heart by scaling a cliff under fire and knocking out a
protected enemy observation post while incurring wounds.

Born: 6/5/1923

Entered: 11/4/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,,CPL
Awards: Purple Heart, Silver Star
Discharged: 11/9/1945

Died: 8/21/1992

Parents: Leroy "Roy" Eugene and Alwilda Mays Pugh

4
g

CNESE T
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Marine Awafded Silver !
Star for Gallantry in 1
Action on Saipan {

i

PIPC Lawrence Pugh,with the Ma- |
rine Corps in the Pacific war (hea- |
tre, son of Mr. and Mrs, Lero,v[
Pugh of Winamae, has been award-
ed the.Silver Star medal and the|
Purple Heart award for wounds!
sustained in the action which won
the young Marine the medal. The‘
following citation from Headqua:--
ters Fleet Marine Force, Pacific,!
describes the service rendered by /|
PFC Pugh: '

“For conspicious gallantry antl
intrepidity in action against enemy |
{ forces on Saipan, Marianas Islands,
on June 22, 1944, while serving in|
{a Marine Infantry battalion. While
on patrol duty behind enemy lines,
PFC Pugh's squad was pinned!
down by enemy machine gun fire. !
' He unhesitatingly, with complolei
disregard for his own safety, scaled
a steep cliff despite enemy lire,
jand knocked out a protected ob-
I gervation post with anti-tank gren-
ades, Although wounded during tae
action, PFC Pugh silenced all en-
emy action, His outstanding devo-
‘tion to duty and aggressive fight-
ying spirit were in keeping with the!
I nighest traditions of the United;
States Naval Service.”

Another son of the Pughs, T/Sgt,
IArlhur W. Pugh, is now in a hospit-
‘al in France, suffering from pneu-|
pmonia. In a letter writtén March ,,§
‘he told his parents he was g,Pmug
along ‘all right. !

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Mar 1945: 1.
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It’s All in the Family with Francis and Steve and their WW!I veteran daddy.

Nicholas Francis "Francis" Ream Jr.

Born: 8/13/1920

Entered: 9/4/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,A.M.M.3c
Discharged: 11/13/1945

Died: 5/26/1985

Spouse: Helen K Hertel Ream
Parents: Nicholas "Nick" Frances (Millicent
"Millie" H. Bolton[deceased]) Ream Sr

Stephen Lyle "Steve" Ream

Born: 8/26/1926

Entered: 10/31/1945
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35969665,PVT
Discharged:

Died: 7/20/2013

Parents: Nicholas "Nick" Frances (Millicent
"Millie" H. Bolton[deceased]) Ream Sr.

i

L)

Steve, daddy (in WWI cap), and Francis Ream (Collection of ToToBelle) - ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/23860023/person/1607016857/media/8f49d22a-0b60-4cb4-a695-d9e36dfb4103

15 Jan 2026
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Darwin Deloss Sayers

Darwin earned his Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal, and Purple Heart during 31 missions in

Europe.

Born: 5/20/1918

Entered: 3/17/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,15080144,1LT
Discharged: 6/25/1943

Died: 10/3/1989

Spouse: Betty Jo Moyer Sayers
Parents: Floyd Ephraim and Cora June Neely Sayers

I.T. DARWIN SAYERS

Lt. Darwin Sayers, son of Trus-
tee and Mrs. Floyd E. Sayers of
Van Buren township, was com-
missioned a second licutenant and
reccived his silver wings Saturday
morning in graduation exercises at
the Pampa Army Air Field, Tex.
Lt. and Mrs. Sayers arrived here
Monday night for a 10-day fur-
lough with relatives, - He will re-
port at Pyote, Tex., on July 8 for
further training piloting  flying
; fortresses.

Winamac (IN) Republican 1 Jul 1943: 1.

minthe ArmyNow

As I have been ordered to repqﬁ for duty in the
Air Corps, Feb. 4, I will sell my entire personal prop-
erty at the Mrs. E. C. Geier place, two miles east on
blacktop and half mile north of Star City, on

Monday, Feb. 2

Beginning at 12:30 P. M.

28 Head of Cattle: 12 head milk cows, 7 head
Jersey 3 yrs. old to freshen from Feb. 1. to April 1;
Jersey cow 5 yrs. due in A ril; Guernsey cow 7 yrs.
old giving 5 gal milk; Shorthorn heifer 2 yrs. old calf
by side; roan cow 4 yrs. old to freshen soon; roan
cow 2 yrs. old to freshen in March; 8 head of heifers
and steers; Shorthorn bull 8 mos. old; 7 head small
heifers 7 mos. old ; yearling Guernsey bull.

2 Head of Horses: Matched team of bays, 3 and
4 years old.

31 Head of Hogs: 5 brood sows; 3 registered
and 2 Grade Hampshire, all due to farrow in March;
registered Hampshire boar from the Gilbert Gardner
herd; 24 head of shoats.

24 Head of Sheep: 24 head of breeding ewes 2
to 65 yrs. old due to lamb in April.

Hay and Grain: Approximately 200 bu. oats;
some hay.

Farming implements: F-20 Farmall tractor on
rubber, 14 inch two bottom Allis Chalmers plow; 13
inch Wards Hammermill with 3 screens and several
lengths of pipe; 50 ft. endless belt; 18x8 hog house
ful:u- 8 sows; 10 ft. hog feeder; numerous other arti-
cles.

Terms: Cash. “
Darwin Sayers
J. H. Hepp, Auc. Ruseell Dilts, Cleck.

Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Jan 1942: 7.
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‘the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf
‘clusters and the Purple Heart for
‘wounds received in action during
‘& mission to northern France.

V.

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 18 Jul 1944: 9.
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James Victor Samsel

"A member of the signal corps, Sgt. Samsel, during the drive to Brest, greatly aided the
excellence of communications with his radio link team. As wire chief, he displayed and
imparted to his men his excellent technical knowledge and by his outstanding leadership
instilled in them a deep sense of cooperation and teamwork."

Born: 2/20/1921

Entered: 8/25/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,S/SGT
Discharged: 11/27/1945
Died: 8/13/2010

Parents: Mary Merle "Merle" Stevens (William Homer "Homer" [deceased]) Samsel

‘v

S-Sgt. James Samsel
iAwarded Bronze Star

' The bronze Star has been award-
‘ed to Staff Sgt. James Samsel, 22,
'zon of Mrs. Homer Samsel, route

1. Royal Centre, for his “diligence
'and perseverance” in connection
!wi{h military operations against
‘the enemy from July 1, 1944 to
'March, 1945 in France and Belg-
Lium. ¢
‘ A member of the signal corps,
Sgt. Samsel; during the drive to
'Brest, greatly aided -the excellence
‘of communications with his radio
link team. As wire chief, he dis-
'played and imparted to his men
‘his excellent technical knowledge
‘and by his outstanding leadership

instilled in them a deep sense of

cooperation and teamwork.

_ v

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 2 Jul 1945: 4.
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John William "John Bill" Kelly

In 1944, John earned the Air Medal and was recognized on a radio broadcast.

Born: 12/3/1919

Entered: 3/3/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,19080701,MA)
Medal: Air Medal

Discharged:

Died: 11/26/1983

Parents: Daniel "Dan" and Hazel Netherton Kelly

He Has Hls ngs Now

Lt John W. Ke!ly, who recently
received his sgilver wings as an
Army pilot, is now at the ‘Army
Air Base at Warrensburg, Mo.

He is a son of Mr. and Mrs.
Dan Kelly and is following in the
footsteps of his father, who was a
captain of infantry in the World
war I,

Winamac (IN) Republican 19 Nov 1942: 1.

15 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips

- See—s—

Awarded Air Medal

Capt. John W. Kelly, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Dan Kelly of Winamac,
has been awarded an air medal|
lin recognition of meritorious!
achievement while participating in
aerial flights in the European
theatre of operation during the
period November 4, 1943 to July 1,
1944. ; '

Capt. Kelly is pilot and assist-
ant operations officer of a Ninth
Air Force troop carrier command
gquadron. He took part in the in-
itial invasion, dropping paratroops
and supplies in enemy-held France.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Aug 1944: 1.
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Mentioned in Broadcast

Several Winamae people who
were listening to a London broad-
cast on their radios Saturday
night at ten o'clock received a
thrill when “Captain John Kelly of |
Winamac” was mentioned as pilot
of one of the planes which carried
paratroopers to Eindhoven in the!
invasion of Holland on September
17. The broadcast was based on|
‘the story of a correspondent who!
‘was the second man to jump when
the invasion started. After men-
tioning in particular the “Indiana
'Special,” a plane piloted by Capt.
'Kelly, whose co-pilot and crewman
‘are from Evansville and Fort
Wayne, respectively, the announcer
said these boys were doing a swell
job which took “plenty of brain,
brawn and guts." Capt. Kelly is a
'son of Mr. and Mrs. Dan Kelly of
|'Winamac.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Oct 1944: 1.
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Merl Galbreath Hutto
Merl attended West Point.

Born: 8/18/1923

Entered: 6/3/19467?
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,COL
Discharged:

Died: 3/30/2015

Parents: Ray Lindsay and Iva May Galbreath Hutto

Cadet Merl ‘Hutto, son of Mr,
and Mrs. Ray Hutto of Windfall,
vigited Monday with his grandpar-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. A, K. Galbreath
of Winamac. He has compleled hig
second year at West Point and is
spending 'a, leave at home. In the
Alr. Corps,, C.xde‘t Hutto has re-
cently t.lkcn Araining at Brady,
Tex, "He W accompanied by Miss
Millie Vay ok of West Point,
N, W diting in the Hut-
to ‘iome.‘h iy

‘ﬂ»a ‘=

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Jun 1945: 2.

Mgrl Hutto. son o! Kr. :nd l(rn.
Ray Hutto of Windfall, grand-
~son of ul'. Iﬂd nnt Ai Kn G‘]
Breath, Winamac. He has com-
pleted a year at Weést Point,

Pulaskl County (IN) Democrat 13 Jul 1944: 1
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Robert Lewis Hetzel
Robert was awarded the Air Medal, and the Distinguished Flying Cross the following year.

Born: 5/6/1918

Entered: 4/22/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,19039040,AC
Medals: Air Medal, Distinguished Flying Cross
Discharged:

Died: 3/16/1981

Parents: Robert Newton and Floy Lola Hoch Hetzel

Mrs. Etta Hoch has received |

CAP]‘AlN H[‘I‘Z[l word of the promotion of her
| grandson, now Major R. F. Hetzel,

{ son of Mr. and Mrs. R. N. Hetzel

of Long Beach, Cal.,, and fm'morl

D Winamac residents. Major Hetzol

WINS AIR M[ | is a veteran of 2000 hours in the

air, and one time was personal

FORMER WINAMAC MAN NOW pllot._fm' General George Patton

and General Mark Clark, He pilof-
IN EGYPT, HELPS TRANS. ed the second transport plane to |

" PORT TROOPS BY land in North Afriea, and landed |
PLANE ' the first ship ‘on two airfields in |

He e Tunisia and Algeria that were
Anncuncement has been made taken from the Germans. He was
by the war department that Cap- later assigned to India, and flew |
tain Robert L. Hetzel of Lqr!g| the “hump” into China for three
Beach, Cal., grandson of Mrs. Etta | months, He Mas been awarded the
Hoch, was recently commended as Distinguished Flying Cross, the |
a member of a United States Air Medal with two Oak Leaf!
Army- Air Force troop carrier| Clusters, the American Defense |
which carried hundreds of Pam'. Ribbon, the American Campaign

chute troops to Sicily the night of Ribbon with four
July 9 without losing a ktnﬂ‘le
transport plane. He received aw|
Air Medal, an Oak Leaf cluhl.m;
and a Presidential citation. He is|
a graduate of Long Beach high

stars, and thci
Southwest Pacific Theatre Ribbon |
with one star, each star mprosent-
ing action in a mn_mr campaign. |
He received his wings four days!
school and attended Oregon uni. a_fter warl Harbor, was commis-
versity. He is at present on fur-' sioned in June, 1942, and made
lough in Cairo, Egypt. Captain in the following August |

: when he flew to England. He is|
now serving in Rome as Opem--
tional Officer.

Winamac (IN) Republican 27 Jul 1944: 1.

Winamac (IN) Republican 16 Sep 1943: 1.
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It's a Small World (War Il) for Dick, Jim, Lowell, and Don in New Guinea.

While recovering from a broken ankle in New Guinea, Dick noticed two local boys visiting, Jim
and Lowell, who were soon joined by Don.

Richard Frank "Dick" Dickensheets

Born: 10/29/1919
Entered: 2/19/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35259747,T4
Discharged: 9/27/1945?

Died: 10/13/1967

Parents: Carl EImore and Freda Evert

Dickensheets

Willard James "James" "Jim" Abbott

Born: 5/9/1923
Entered: 1/13/1943

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35580828,CPL

Discharged:
Died: 4/7/1974

Parents: Nathan Simmian and Norma C. Fall

Abbott

In South Pacific

How four Pulaski county fight- |

ing men held a reunion in far away
New Guinea, was related in a 20-
page letter received this week by
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Dickensheets
of Winamae from their son, Sgt.
Richard Dickensheets.

The sergeant was in New
Guinea hospital recovering from a
broken ankle suffered in-line of
duty and also with fever.

Quartet Meets

I
|
i

While lying in the hospital, he
noticed a couple of soldiers who
passed by frequentlfv and who
looked familiar.

He called them over one day and
found one was James Abbott from
Star City and the other was a
Strand boy from Monterey. They
all had a visit and then called in
Don Marquis, another Pulaski
county boy.

Sgt. Dickensheets hos recovered
from his injury and is now back
on duty, according to his letter.

Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Aug 1944: 1

15 Jan 2026
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Lowell Everett Strand

Born: 3/9/1923

Entered: 1/12/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35580852,PVT
Discharged: 12/6/1945?

Died: 6/22/1965

Parents: John Arthur and Ella Louis
Warkentien Strand Jr.

Donald D. "Don" Marquis

Born: 8/11/1923

Entered: 5/31/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35145682,T/5
Discharged: 1/6/1946

Died: 2/27/1976

Spouse: Lois Eleanor "Eleanor” Dawson
Marquis

Parents: James Issac and Opal Bernice Fry
Marquis
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Albin Francis "Alvin" Shank

Albin earned his Bronze Star and a field commission after he used his assault gun to drive the
enemy from a bridge they were preparing for demolition. On a later occasion, he and another
officer captured 123 with only one shot fired.

Born: 2/19/1917

Entered: 5/12/1941
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35160042,2LT
Awards: Bronze Star

Discharged:

Died: 5/18/2006

Parents: Bernard "Barney" Frank (Caroline "Carrie" E. Gilsinger[deceased]) Shank

Pulaski Sergeant s
| Awarded Bronze Star for

Meritorious Service

S/Sgt. Albin F. Shank of Pu-
{laski, has been cited for meritori-
| ous service in combat in France
i dnd awarded the Bronze Star. As
ireported to The Democrat by
i Fourth Armmored Division Head-
. quarters, the ecitation reads in
ipart: “On 1he morning of August
31, 1944, at’ Ligne, France, S/Sgt.
'Shank was responsible for placing
| fire 6n the enemy with such ac-
 curacy with ‘his assauit -gun that
' he drove the enemy from the
;Sirlgn whirh they were_preparing
' demolition, thus saving the fol-
flowing elements time and casual-
ities.”

The young man is platoon ser-
geant in ‘a mechanized cavalry
rreconnaissance squadron. A grad-
uate of Pulaski high school, he
entered the Army in May of 1941.

Cpl. Carl Shank, another son of
Barney Shank, is now home on
three weeks' furlough. He recent-
Iy retyrned to the states after two
vears in the. Mediterranean- thea-
ier.

. =
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Nov 1944: 1.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Jan 1943: 1.
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All In the Family

Bill and Alice were one of the couples who were both in service.

Willard Virgil "Bill" Harrell

Born: 4/1/1919

Entered: 3/31/1944
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35830206,PVT
Discharged:

Died: 9/22/1975

Spouse: Ruth Mabel Katschke "Alice"?
Harrell
Parents: Ross D. and Dessie Pearl Elea
Harrell

Pvt. Bill Harrell from Harris-'
burg, Pennsylvania, and his' wife

H. A. 1-c Alice-Harrell from In-

w Head. Chmp. Maryland, left

after spending a week
wfth the former’s -parents,; Mr. and
Mrs. Ross Harrell. They had a 16~
day furlough and will spend the
rest with relatives in Columbus,
Q. Other guests over the week-end.
in the Harrell home were: Mr,
and Mrs. Arthur Harrell and chil-
dren from Valparaiso, Mr. and

Mrs. Jerry Harrell and children,
Hammond, Mrs. Ruth Harrell and
children, Chicago, and'Mr, and Mrs.
‘Homer mmll md gon from War-
saw,

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 24 Aug 1944: 8.

15 Jan 2026
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Ruth Mabel Katschke "Alice"? Harrell

Born: 7/9/1920

Entered: ?

Branch,SN,Rank: USNNC,,HA1c
Discharged:

Died:

Spouse: Willard Virgil "Bill" Harrell

Parents: Berthold "Bert" Henry and
Katherine M. Hausen Katschke
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Francis Leonard Roth

Francis was the first Pulaski County soldier to vote in the 1944 election in person since he was
home on leave at the time. Another 79 "soldier ballots" had been mailed.

Born: 1/23/1919

Entered: 4/15/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35176305,SSGT
Discharged: '1946

Died: 2/29/2000

Parents: William Theodore and Gertrude Mary Senn Roth

e R SO FT I NPULST o Tt TSR l
; $

First G.I. |
Vote Cast
In County |

Sgt. Francis Roth became the
first Pulaski County soldier to vote
is the 1944 election under the new
Indiana War Ballot Law when he
visited County Clerk Virgil Rine-
barger this week and cast his vote, |

# Mr. Rinebarger reported that he
had received a total of 80 requests ;.
for soldier ballots including Sgt.
Roth’s, Tuesday night, the clerk
had the 79 ballots in the mail.

Winamac (IN) Republican 24 Aug 1944: 1.

! Sgt. Francls Roth, son of Mr,
i and Mrs. Willlam Roth of Pu-
| laskl, in the fleld artillery.
P

ulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Nov 1942: 1.
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All in the Family

Lorraine became engaged to Wilbur, a Star City boy, and married him at the war’s end.

Lorraine Isabelle Hulverson Galbreath

Born: 6/12/1916

Entered: 12/16/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,760-17-07,52c
Discharged:

Died: 1/9/2011

Spouse: Marion Wilbert Galbreath

Parents: Lawrence Oliver and Myra E. Wells
Hulverson

Announcement is made of the
engagement of Lorraine Hulverson,
8. 2.¢, Volga, lowa, and Sgt. Mar-
jon W. Galbreath, of Ft. Lewis,
Wagh., son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Galbreathr of Star City. .

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 26 Aug 1944: 5.
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Marion Wilbert "Wilbert" "Wilbur"
Galbreath

Born: 9/22/1909

Entered: 6/30/1941
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35163054,SGT
Discharged:

Died: 11/11/1994

Spouse: Lorraine Isabelle Hulverson
Galbreath

Parents: Robert and Mary Nida Felker
Galbreath
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Robert Emil "Bob" Strasser

Bob earned a Bronze Star for disregarding his safety, leading the clearing of a minefield, and
constructing a temporary river ford to enable the construction of vital communication lines,
likely the reason for his field promotion to lieutenant.

Born: 4/7/1920

Entered: 2/1/19417
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35153113,2LT
Awards: Bronze Star

Discharged: 12/13/1945?

Died: 9/30/1970

Spouse: ?

Parents: Oscar Edwin and Verda Winona Davis Strasser

S/5gt. Robert E, Strasser, sta-
tioned with the signal corps in
Africa, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Oscar Strasser of Winamac.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Apr 1943: 1.
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“You're a Rotten
Driver, But You're
Still from Winamac”’ |

The scene s a crooked moun-
tain road in Sieily. ’

Two U'. S. Army trucks, mov-
ing in opposite directions, come
within a "hair of crashing into
| each other on a sharp curve.

Both drivers leap 1to the
ground, each ready to beat the
! ar up, or at least to bawl out
! the other dirty so-and-so for driv-
i ing too near the middle of the
| narrow road.
I
|

There is blood In. their eyes
as they approach. DBut anger
vanishes asg quickly as it came,
For, standing face to face on the
| Italian mountain side are two
| lads from Winamae, Indiana —

Bob Strasser and Arlis Frain.

[ A good half-hour visit takes
[~ the place of the prospective fight
— and nobody mad at anybody.

—— e —

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Dec 1943: 1.
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From ltaly’

~ Uncle Sam didn't forget us on

Thanksgiving. We had turkey and
all the trimmings. Everyone sure
enjoyed it, as we get very few
meals with fresh meat. I don't
know what Christimas will bring.
I hope it's snow. The mud and
rain here are kind of bad on my
morale. It hasn’t been so very
cold yet, though. Jack Frost has
visited us twice.

The boys don't kick too much,
though, for there are plenty of
people here wading in mud and
water barefoot. I can't see how
some of them can possibly live,
‘Many of them are homeless, hard-
ly any clothes, and very littla to
eat. 1 was talking to a man who
has a wife and four children. All
they  have been eating was nuts
and figs. All of these people, from
the smallest to the oldest, know
what war is.

‘T'd like to see some of those
gripers - back home take their
place for just one day. Most peo-
.ple in Ameriea don’t know what
war is. .

M/SGT. ROBERT STRASSER.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Jan 1944: 1.
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Notes About

Armed Forces

Winamac Sergeant Is
! Awarded Medal for

|  Meritorious Service

A bronze star medal for meritor-
ious service has been awarded
M/Sgt, Robert Strasser, It was re-
yealed in a letter received this
week by his parents, Mr. and Mrs,
Osecar Strasser of Winamae,

The citation explains the award
in these words: “Sergeant Strasser,
platoon sergeant of a construction

Home Folks in

it was able to furnish consistently
| successful wire cireuits from Army
|to its advance units during both
;tho Sicilian and Italian campaigns,
| despite the varied obstacles pre-
| sented by the enemy and terrain.
| Disregarding his own personal
| safety, he led the clearing of mine
fﬂel(ls and the construction of temp-
orary river fords, thus enabling the
leonstruction of vital communica-

= jtions lines in a minimum of time.”
<1 M/Sgt. Strasser entered service
. Flhreu years ago last February, and

| has been overseas for nearly two
iyeurs. He is in an armored signal
| battalion, and in his last letter ex-
| pressed the opinion that “we are
| now beginning to see our way out.”
i']‘he letter was postmarked in
| France.

| Two other sons of Mr. and Mrs,
| Strasser are in service.” Wayne is
| an instructor at Aberdeen, Md., and
| Richard Is about to complete his

©2026, Jim Phillips

company, led and co-ordinated the
operations of his platoon so that | Uom-

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Sep 1944: 1.

| course at Great Lakes Naval sta-

Master Sergeant Robert E.
Strasser, son of Mr. and Mrs. Os-
car Strasser,” twvas awarded the
Bronze Star Medal for “meritori-
‘cus service. in connection with mil- -
itary operations from: July 10,
1043 to July 14, 1944 including the
Sicilian and TItalian campaigns,
“Sergeant Strasser,” the citation. .
continued, *platoon sergeant of a
construction company, disregard-
ing his own personal safety, led
the clearing of mine fields and the
construction of temporary river
fords, thus enabling the construc-
tion of vital communication lines|
in a minimum of time.” . . . during |
both the Sicilian and Italian cam-
paigns. -

Winamac (IN) Republican 7 Sep 1944: 1.
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' Winamac Sergeant Selected as
\“‘Soldier of Month’ at Ft. Monmouth

M/Sgt. Robert E. Strasser, a

wire division instructor in the

signal school at Ft. Monmouth,
iN. J., was selected as the out-
i standing soldier of the month, a
monthly award honori a sol-
dier for his scholas standards,
exemplary performance of duty,
{superior mil bearing and
knowledge and fidelity of pur-
i pose.

The twenty-nine-year-old Army
veteran from Winamac, will re-
ceive a commendation from Maj.
Francis H. Lanahan, Post
inding General, a three-
r York City over
d will veview the

I with. nine years
‘of Army ice, is assigned to
tan instructor company. To date
he has conducted seventy-four
classes in the signal 'school.
|  During the war, Sgt. Strasser
served in the European theatre
.for three years, where he was
decorated with five battle st
and an . arrowhead. He
arded the bronze star for
g landmines and establish-
sings through the
Italian campaign.
Prior to” entering the Army,
Sgt. Strasser attended Winamac
| high school and was employed for

| three years as a power lineman
| for the Municipal Light & Water
| Works. .
| While in New York, he will be
joined by three other honor sol-
diers from Fort Jay, Fort Dix
and Fort -Hamilton. Their tour
will include radio interviews, tele-
vision shows, meeting the press
and’ social items.

He is a son of Mr. and Mrs,
Osce St of Winamac, is
married and has three children.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Apr 1950: 1.

15 Jan 2026
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Donald Joseph "Don" Caseley

Don treated the British flyer found trapped in his wrecked plane for eight days, about whom
Ernie Pyle wrote.

Born: 1/24/1912
Entered:
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,LT
Discharged:

Died: 2/2/1997

Spouse: Elizabeth "Bess" Gorrell Caseley
Parents: Rev. Audren LaMane and Mabelle Francis Casely

i.
1
|
:
W
d
d
g
i
g
:
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| With Ernie Pyle at the Front

Tr

ped 8 Days in Plane,

iAce ives and Grins

|
|
|
]
1
]
|

Courageous Allies See War at -
Its Worst and Carry On :

By Ernie Pyle

i  ON THE WESTERN FRONT.—When you're wandering
l around our very far-flung front lines—the lines that in our
present rapid war are known as “‘fluid'’—you can always tell

how recently the battle has swept on ahead of you.

You can sense it from the little things even more than the

From the scattered green leaves and the fresh branches
. of trees still lying in the mic‘ldlf of the road.

l big things —
|

| From the wisps and coils of tele-
i phone wire, hanging brokenly from
high poles and entwining across
the roads.

From the gray, burned-powder
rims of the shell craters in the grav-
el roads, their
edges not yet
smoothed by the
pounding of mili-
tary traffic.

From the little
pools of blood
on the roadside,
M blood that has
only begun to
congeal and turn
black, and the
punctured steel
helmets nearby.

From the square blocks of build-
ing stone still scattered in the vil-
lage streets, and from the sharp-
edged rocks In the roads, still un-
| erushed by traffic.

{+ From the burned-out tanks and
| broken, carts still unremoved from
! the road. From the cows in the
fields, lying grotesquely with their
feet to the sky, so newly dead they
have not begun to bloat or smell.

From the scattered heaps of per-
sonal debris around a gun. I don't
know why it is, but the Germans
always seem to take off their coatls
‘before they flee or die.

i  From all these things you can
| tell that the battle has been recent—

i from these and from the men dead

Ernie Pyle

so recently that they seem to be
 merely asleep.

And also from the Inhoman quiet.
Usually battles are noisy for miles
around. But in this recent fast war-
fare a battle sometimes leaves a
complete vacuum behind it,

The Germans will stand and
fight it out until they sce there
is no hope. Then some give up,

‘and the rest pull and run for
miles. Shooting stops. Our fight-
ers move on after the enemy,
and those who do not fight, but
move in the wake of the batlles,
will not catch up for hours,

There is nothing left behind
but the remains—the lifeless
debris, the sunshine and the
flowers, and utter silence.

An amateur who wanders in this
vacuum at the rear of a battle has
a terrible sense of loneliness. Ev-
erything is dead—the men, the ma-
chines, the animals—and you alone
are left alive.

- .

. .

One afterncon we drove in our
jeep Into a country like that, The
lttle rural villages of gray stone
were . demolished — heartbreaking
heaps of still smoking rubble.

We drove into the tiny town of
La Detinals, a sweet old stone vlil-
lage at the “T" of two gravel roads,
a rural village in rolling country,
a, village of not more than 50 build-
ings. There was not a whole bulld-
ing left.

Rubble and broken wires still lit.
tered the streets. Blackish gray-
stone walls with no roofs still smol-
dered Inside. Dead men still lay in
the strect, helmets and broken rifles
askew around them. There was not
a soul nor a sound in town; the vil-
lage was lifeless.

As we stood there talking in the
lonely fleld a soldier in coveralls,
with a rifie slung over his should

A man lay on his back in the
small space of the upside-down
cockplt. His feet disappeared some-
where in the jumble of dials and
rubber pedals above him. His
shirt was open and his chest was
bare to the waist. He was smoking
a clgaret.

He turned his eyes toward me
when I pecked in, and he sald In
a typical British manner of offhand
friendliness, "'Oh, hello.”

“Are you all right?” I asked,
stupidly. =

He answered, “Yes, quite. Now
that you chaps are here.”

I asked him how long he had been
trapped in the wrecked plane. He
said he didn’t know for sure as he
had got mixed up about the pas-
sage of time, But he did know the
date of the month he was shot down.
He told me the date. And I sald out
loud, “Good God!"

For, wounded and trapped, he
had been lying there for-eight
days!

His left leg was broken and
p ed by an ack-ack burst.
His back was terribly burned by
raw gasoline that had spilled.
The foot of his injured leg was
pinned rigidly under the rud- ‘

der bar,

His space was so small he couldn't
squirm around to relieve his own
weight from his paining back. He
couldn't straighten out his legs,
which were bent above him. He
couldn't see out of his little prison.'
He had not had a bite to eat or a
drop of water. All.this for eight
days_and nights.

Yet when we found him his physi-
cal condition was strong, and his
mind was as calm and rational as
though he were sitting in a London
club. He was in agony, yet in his
correct Oxford accent he even
apologized for taking up our time
to get him out.

The American soldiers of our res.
cue party cussed as they worked,
cussed with open admiration for
this British flier's greatness of heart
which had kept him alive and sane
H:rough his lonely and gradually

ran up breathlessly, and almost
shouted: :

“Hey, there's a man alive in one
of those planes across the road!
He's been trapped there for days!”

We stopped right in the middle of
a 'sentence and began to run. We
hopped the hedgerow, and ducked
under the wing of the upside-down
plane. And there, in the next hour,
came the climax to/what éertainly
was one of the really great demon-
str?nom of courage In this war.

i b LI

{'We .rah to the wrecked British
plane, lying there upside down, and
drépped on our hands and knees
and peeked through a tiny hole in
the side. (s {

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Sep 1944: 6.
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P ing ordeal. “
One of them said, “God, but these
Limies have got gmuts!" ~°

el § L TE

It took us almost an hour to get
him out. We don't know whether he
will live or not, but he has a chance.
During the hour we were ripping the
plane open to make a hole, he talked
to us, And here, in the best nutshell
I can devise from the conversation
of a brave man whom you didn‘t
want to badger with trivial ques-
tions, is what happened—

He was an RAF flight lieutenant,
piloting a night fighter. Over a cér-
tain area the Germans began letting
him have it from the ground with
machine-gun fire.

The first hit knocked out his
motor. He was too low to jump, ,
so—foolishly, he sald—he turned
on his lights to fry a crash
landing. Then they really poured
it on him, The sccond hit got
him in the leg. And a third bul-
let cut right across the balls of
his right-hand forefingers, clip-
ping every one of them to the
bone,

He left his -wheels up, and the
plane's belly hit the ground going
uphill on a slight slope. We could
see the groove It had dug for about
50 yards. Then it flopped, tail over
nose, onto its back. The pilot was
absolutely sealed Into the upside-
down cockpit.

“That's all T remember for a
while,” he told us. ‘“When [ came
to, they were shelling all around

me."

Thus began the eight days. He
had crashed right between the Ger-
mans and Americans in a sort of
pastoral no-man's-land.

For days afterwards the fleld In
which he lay surged back and forth
between German hands and ours,

His pasture was pocked with hun«
dreds of shell craters, Many of them
were only yards away. One was
right at the end of his wing. The
metal 'sides of the plane were
speckled with hundreds of shrapnel
holes.

He lay there, trapped in the midst
of this Inferno of explosions, The
fields around him gradually became
littered with dead. At last Ameri<
can strength pushed the Germans
back, and silence came. But no
help. Because, you see, it was
in that vacuum behind the battle,
and only a few people were left,

GI Wounded Never Give Up

The days passed. He thirsted ter-
ribly. He slept some; part of the
time he was unconsclous; part of
the time he undoubtedly was delirl.
ous, But he never gavé up hope.
 After we had finally got him out,
he said as he lay on the stretcher
|under a wing, “Is it possible that
' I've been out of this plane since I
| crashed?"
| Everybody chuckled. The doctor

©2026, Jim Phillips

who bad arrived said, “Not the re-
motest possibility. You were sealed
In there and it took men with tools
half an bour to make an opening.
And your leg was broken and your
foot was pinned there. No, you
haven't been out,”

“I didn't think it was possible,*
the pllot sald, “‘and yet it seems in
my mind that I was out once and

back In agaln.”
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Doctor Related
Here Writes Sequel
To Ernie Pyle Story

The story of a British flyer who
was trapped in a wrecked plane
for eight days—and still living
when discovered by rescuers —is
graphically related "y Ernie Pyle
in his column on pagh,six of this
paper.

When Pyle wrote his article, he
‘stated that “we don't know wheth-
er he will live or not, but he has
a chance.”

A letter which reached Wina-
mac this week reveals that the
pilot's life was saved.

The letter was written by Capt.
Donald J. Caseley, who is an or-
thopedist in the U. S. Army medi-
eal corps and is now stationed in
England. The pilot was among
'the scores of wounded men
brought daily to the hospital with
which Dr. Caseley is connected,
and it fell to his lot to care for
the flier's broken leg.

The doctor's wife is the former
Miss Bess Gorrell, who is now
making her home In Winamac.
It was she who recelved the letter,
in which was mentioned the same
pilot whom Ernie Pyle had written
about.

“The subject of the column was
a patient of mine and a very in-
teresting and swell guy,” wrote the
doctor. “Every word about his
modesty, reticence and courage fs
more than true. He not only
‘probably will survive' but will
probably fly again, or I can't judge

patients’ conditions.”

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Sep 1944: 1.

15 Jan 2026
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Donald Richard Strong
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Donald, as a truck driver, earned his Bronze Star working 36 hours without relief under fire to
evacuate casualties during a river crossing, finally incurring a serious wound from shell

fragments.

Born: 1/20/1925
Entered: 3/30/1943

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35138516,PVT

Awards: Bronze Star
Discharged:
Died: 12/24/1966

Parents: Katherine Luella Dempsey (James Walter[deceased]) Strong

Donald Strong (Collection of hassettk) - ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/104839070/person/120041006648/
media/0317c5e5-0059-484b-9385-2373111c6e7f

15 Jan 2026

Bronze Star for Heroi¢
Service in France

Mrs. Katheri Strong of Thorn
hope, has been « led e Dronze
Star for heroie service in France,
according to 2 report to The Demo-
erat from the commanding general
of the Eightieth Infs v division.
| Pyt Btrong is in o medieal  bat
| tnlion: of the Army. The report

i

to September 15, Pvi. Strong dis
tinguighed. himself by his €onduct
us u driver. At this time, while
the division was engaged in oper
ations , connected  with  a - river

Ambulance Driver Wins |

Pyvt. Donald R. Strong, son of ! %

“Duaring the period September 12

1 crossifig, it was impossible to ev ¢
u
| laneef or litteér because of  heavy
my artillery ! mortar fire.
h utter digsregaurd for his own
. he volunteered fo atitempt
ation with a i)lv.l-rt' one-quart-
ton trick and for ‘a period of
thirty-six hours worked without
relief in the evacunation of casual-
ties. At all times, Pvt. Strong was
subject to enemy fire and finally
was  wounded Qv_riml.t!) by shell
fragments, His heroism in action
and unselfish devotion to duiy are
in keeping with the finest tradi-
| tions of the armed forces of the
‘l'nilc-ll States.”

| Pyt Strong entered the Army in
{ Mareh, 1943. He attended Thorn.
| hope and Star City schools

» peasualties  either by ambu-

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Jan 1945: 1.
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Henry Roy Roe

Just days before his pre-induction physical, Henry was getting out of a car, when he was hit by a
passing car and knocked to the pavement, incurring cuts and bruises on his head, postponing
his pre-induction physical a month.

Born: 1/14/1916
Entered: >9/20/1944
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,
Discharged:

Died: 6/13/1977

Spouse: Marietta June Hiatt Roe
Parents: James Quincy and Edna Violet Baugh Roe

Sustains Head Injuries
When Hit by Passing Car . 5 ‘
Henry Roe of Star City sustain- |
ed head injuries Saturday night Exammatlons, {
wheén he was knocked to the pave-
ment by a passing car. Roe had Others [nducted I
E
i

Men To Take County Selectees

To Have Physical

stopped his auto on South Mon-
ticello Street in. Winamac and was

win e rants wi
‘| alighting on the street side. H.C.| The ifellowing - reglstrants:: il

leave soon from Pulaski county for|

Billerbeck was driving past and;
failed to see the pedestrian. Roe
was thrown a short distance after
being struck by the other auto and
suffered cuts and bruises on his
head. He was confined to the hos-
pital for a day or so. Marshal
Ralph Curtis and Nightwatchman
Harold Shannon investigated lhe-l
mishap and regarded it as entire-
ll)r accidental,

pre-induction physical examinations |
at Indianapolis. |

|
Henry R. Roe ..............ennne. Star City !
Everett E. Rans . ~Winamae |
Kenneth K. Hood ......Winamac |
Robert Arrowsmith Jr. Medaryville
Maxie L. Jones .. Star City |
Gordon E. Vollme rﬂll(:!‘:{\'il]ll;

Of the men inducted last week, !
the following were taken into l!la!
Army and are at Camp Amlrhury,i
now the induction center for this |
area: Robert E. Timm, Medary-|
ville; Paul M. Scheffer, Leo E. Fox, |
Star City; Robert W, Burget, Rich- |
ard K. Gudeman, Francesville; Ken- |
neth L. Brown, W, Carter Deeds,
Robert E. Simmermaker, James G. |
Gordon Jr., Winamac. Harold C.|
Baker was accepted by the Navy |
Air Corps. {

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Sep 1944: 1.

Henry Roe of Star City has en-
listed in the Army and expects to
go to Indianapolis soon. for his

examination.

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 20 Sep 1944: 12.

15 Jan 2026

©2026, Jim Phillips

Fxaminations Soon

The following men from Pulaskil
county will leave soon for physi-|
cal examinations at the Selective|
Service center in Indianapolis. i

Guy Passmore ...............Winamac
SINDEY ICAIRON ..o Star City
Thomas Badger ............ Medaryville
Robert G. Arlt ............Francesville
Stanley E. Gudeman ...Francesville
Robert L. Widner ....... e Winamae

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Oct 1944: 1.
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Kenneth and Keith got to visit their momma and, briefly, with each other for the first time in

two years.

Kenneth Omer Henry

Born: 11/21/1919

Entered: 3/26/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35111572,SSGT
Medal: Purple Heart

Discharged:

Died: 1/22/2013

Spouse: Mildred "Mid" Marie Lidgard Henry
Parents: Nellie Myrtle Hodge
(Omer[deceased]) Henry

STAFF SGT. KENNETH HENRY

Staff Sgt. Kenneth O. Henry, son
of Mrs. Nellie Henry of Winamae,
is a - member of an armored regi-
ment and is an instructor in re-
connaissance at Camp Beale, Cal.
{He is the husband of the former
‘Mildred Lidgard and has been in
{the Army since March, 1942,

I

Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Jul 1943: 1.

15 Jan 2026

©2026, Jim Phillips

Vernon Keith "Keith" Henry

Born: 12/1/1922

Entered: 1/14/1943?
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,PVT
Discharged:

Died: 7/4/2012

Parents: Nellie Myrtle Hodge
(Omer[deceased]) Henry

PVT. V. KEITH HENRY

Pvt. Keith Henry, youngest son
of Mrs. Nellie Henry, is a mem-
ber of a chemical company at the
Herbert Smart airport at Macon,
Ga. He has been inthe service
since January 20, 1943.

Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Jul 1943: 1.
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Staff Sgt. Kenneth Henry from
Fort Benning, Ga., came Sunday
for a visit with his wife and chil-
dren and with his mother, Mis.
Nellle Henry. He is a paratrooper.
Another hrother, Pvt. Keith Henry,
ieft Monday for Riverside, Calif.,
after a visit in the same home, It
was the first time the brothers had
met in two years. Mrs. Effie Locks
of Gary is spending a few days in
the same home. Sunday guests also
included Mr. and Mrs. Russell She-
ader and sons, Bobby and Dick,
Mr. and Mrs. John Henry and chil-
dren, Jack, Jane and Judy.

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 4 Oct 1944: 12.

15 Jan 2026 ©2026, Jim Phillips
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Ann Amelia "Amelia" "Deanie" Kruzick Stahlberg Dixon Selle

Until her two grown sons asked about a picture they found shortly before she died in 2013,
Amelia had not told them that she married and divorced another man during the war before
she married their father.

Born: 8/8/1921

Entered: 10/12/1944
Branch,SN,Rank: WAC,A-222738,PFC
Discharged: 3/26/1946

Died: 7/6/2013

Spouse: Charles Francis Stahlberg

Parents: John Michael "Papa" (Rosa Eldridge Poole[deceased]) Kruzick

Ann Amelia Kruzick-Stahlberg (Collection of Jim Phillips).

Ann Amelia Kruzick-Stahlberg (Collection of Jim Phillips).
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Lester Joseph Wilcox

Lester earned his Distinguished Flying Cross, "in the face of intense enemy opposition, adverse
weather and poor topographical conditions, flew supplies, ammunition and heavy equipment,

and was therefore, highly instrumental in the successes of the allied forces in this sector....".

Born: 2/14/1920

Entered: 2/16/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35258471,SGT
Medals: Air Medal, Distinguished Flying Cross
Discharged: 9/5/1945

Died: 8/1/1985

Parents: Ray Sanford and Dottie May Tunis Wilcox

The Distinguished Flying Cross
has been awarded to Sgt. Lester J.|
Wilcox, son of Mr. and Mrs, Ray
Wilcox of the Denham vicinity, “for
extraordinary achievement while!
participating in aerial flights over
enemy held territory in northern.|
| Burma, totaling more than two,
ihumlred hours.” According to lhe'
nreport The Democrat received from |
-‘hondquarterq of the India- Bulma.
gector, the citation reads in part:
“In the face of intense enemy op-
position, adverse weather and poor,
topographical conditions, these men
|f|ew supplies, ammunition and
‘heavy equipment, and were there-
fore highly instrumental in the sue-
cesses of the Allied Forces in this
sector. This display of devotion to.
duty and a degree of efliciency
above and_beyond that normally;|
| expected reflects great credit upon |
‘themselves and the Army Ain

Pvt, Lester J, w“cox in the Alr |Forces of the United States.”
carps. uon ot Mr' ﬂnd Mrl Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Oct 1944: 1.
Ray Wilcox of North Judson.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Feb 1943: 1.
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Charles William Jolly

1944: In the Thick of It — War Stories

Storming Anzio beach in Italy, Charles was shot in the kneecap and lay in a creek bed for 6
hours; the man on his one side was also wounded, and the man on his other side was killed.

Born: 5/3/1925
Entered: 8/24/1943

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,PVT

Medal: Purple Heart
Discharged: 2/8/1946
Died: 12/21/2004

Parents: Peter "Pete" Daniel Jolly and Elizabeth Catherine Braun Jolly

War Veterans
Arrive Home

~

Pfe. Charles Jolly, 19, and Pvt.
i Jm"ﬁmrl’t;lm' Home From
¥e

Pfc. Charles W. Jolly, 19, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Jolly, 700
Helm street, and Pvt, James Greg-
ory, 20, son of Mrs. Rose Gregory
of Minor street, are home on fur-
lough after returning to the Unit-
ed States from Italy on the same
Loat. b

Jolly was wounded on the left
knee cap by German shrapnel
last May 25 at Cisterna while he
was_firing an anti-tank gun in
the drive on Rome. He had an-
other narrow escape on Feb, 28
when the ship upon which he
traveled to the Anzio beachhead
was hit. The man on one side of
‘him was killed and the man on
the other slde was wounded.

Jolly is here on convalescent
furlough from Billings general
hospital at Indianapolis, where he
has been a patient, He has the
Purple Heart and Good Conduct
medals. In the army 14 months,
he was in Italy seven months.

A brother, Pfc. Harold Jolly, 20,
o member of the armored infan-
try, was killed In action at
Brest, France, on July 16. He
has two other brothers fh the ser-
vice, Sgt. Edward Jolly, in France,
and Ensign Frank Jolly, in the
navy on an attack transport ves-
sel.

Private Gregory spent five
months with a B-25 bomber squad-
ron on Corsica. An armorer, he
wears the Good Conduct medal
and a Presidental Citation for
bombing in southern France.

He has been In the army a year
and a half and overseas § months.
He will go.to Lincoln, Ngb., at
the expiratjon of his furlough.

He and Jolly attended Washing-
ton school together.

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 27 Sep 1944: 14.

15 Jan 2026

Picked up by medics after lving
six hours in a creek hed in Italy,
Private Charles Jollv was trans-
ported down the creek, which
medics were using as the safest
route back to the aid station, Pri-
vate Jolly, an anti-tank grenadier,
was hit by shrapnel from a Ger-
man B8 during a tank hattle while
his company was fighting near Cls-
terna on the way to Rome, He
also fought in Sicily and Anzio. He
has the purple heart award and is
the son ol Mr. and Mrs, Peter D,
Jolly of Logansport. Tweo hrothers,
Ensign  Frank _John Jolly and|
Sergt, Edward Peterl D, Jolly, are
serving in the armed forces. An-|
other brother, Private First Class
Harold Joseph Jolly, was killed in'
action at Brest on June 16,
Indianapolis (IN) Star 15 Oct 1944: 19. Website (newspapers.com)
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Ralph Henry "Pete" Kasten

While Pete was in the service, his wife oversaw his elected position as the county treasurer
through two terms.

Born: 7/13/1913

Entered: 3/8/1944

Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35244929,PVT
Discharged:

Died: 2/25/1996

Spouse: Alma Opal Hinderlider Kasten
Parents: Fredrick Edward and Clementine Angeline Cox Kasten

T0 THE
VOTERS

of Pulaski
County

Although unopposed in the forthcoming
election and due to my being in the armed forces,
and being unable to call on each and everyone
of you as I would very much like to do, I take
this method to thank you for your vote of confi-
dence on November 7.

1 R.H. “Pete” KASTEN

Republican Candidate for re-election as
County Treasurer.

Pvt. Ralph H. Kasten Winamac (IN) Republican 19 Oct 1944: 5.

Pvt. Ralph H. (Pete) Kasten,
Republican candidate for Pulaski
county treasurer, is now serving
as a mechanic with a field artillery
company. He is stationed at Fort
Sill, Okla. His wife is in charge
of the treasurer’s office until his

return, :
Winamac (IN) Republican 19 Oct 1944: 1.
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I Total returns for the state and
| national pallots yere ass follows:
Dewey 3,208; Roaseveit 2,5609; Cape-
hart 2,918, Schricker 2,664; Jenner

Republicans
'p ¥ 12,053, O'Brien 2473; Gates 3,074,
| Jackson 2,600; James 3,061, Hem-
ln u as I 'mer 2,508; Alexander 3,044, Flem-
ing 2,609,
= | County returns, other than for
I oun Ices Congressman were: FProsecuting

atterney—George Colling 3,277, un-

~opposed; joint representative, Ful-

'Brlen, Short-Term Senator (on-Pulaski—Alpha Hoesel 3,117,
hnmlnee, Only Democratle Cap- Frank Stephens 2471; county ir-

didate to Lead | easurer—Ralph H. Kasten 3,204, un-

| opposed; county recorder—Ralph
WINAMAC, Ind., Nov. 8—All Re- 1. Willlams 3,095, Mvs. Dorothy I.

;ublican nominees on the Pulaski Roth 2.474; sheriff—James M, Bru-

county ticket won the race in| ce 3,087, Ulva C. Budd 2,596; cor-

Tuesday's election, according to the | cner—William A, Logan 2,957, Cl-

complete official tally, and the only  avde V. Burson 2,604; county sur-

Cemoerat Jead in this county on veyor—A. M. Van Meter 3,083, Cl-

cither state or national tickets was arence Paul 2,483; county commis-

for O'Brien, who took 2,473 ‘oles\muncr second district— Henry Br-

fer U. 8. Senator, short term, com- | fust ﬂyu Forest James 2,521; coun-

pared to Jenner's 2,053 ballots. | ¢v commissioner, third district—Th-
Charles A. Halleck, Republican cmas A. Nogle 2923, Samuel W.

incumbent, d “eated James 0. Cox, HBusch 2,744,

Democratic nuiiinee, and John W. i\ e |

Root, Prohibition party nominee, in|

the race here for representative iu1

Congress from the seccnd district. |

Halleck’s total wns 3,172 and Cox g |

2,467,

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 8 Nov 1944: 2.
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Walter Sam "Sam" Patrick

Pinched in Pulaski County as AWOL, probably visiting relatives in Star City.

Born: 1/9/1924

Entered: 3/14/1943
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35550040,PVT
Discharged:

Died: 1/17/1987

Parents: Clarence Earl "Thomas" and Josephine Brooks Patrick

[ B L

. SOLDIER ARRESTED

|  Walter Patrick of Camp Van
Dorn, Mizs., was arrested last
week by ‘Sherif Walter Kelsey

rick had been absent without leave
for three weekz, Military police
returned Patrick to eamp Monday.

Winamac (IN) Republican 16 Nov 1944: 8.
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!nnd Policeman Ralph Curtis. I’ut'—l
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Arthur William Pugh

Arthur earned a Bronze Star by exposing himself to draw enemy fire, enabling his platoon to

discover and knock out enemy positions.

Born: 3/2/1918

Entered: 5/12/1941
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35159981,SGT
Awards: Bronze Star

Discharged: 9/20/1945

Died: 6/22/1991

Parents: Leroy "Roy" Eugene and Alwilda Mays Pugh

PR S IR A O MY

Sgt. Arthug W. Pugh, son of Mr.
~ and Mrs, Leroy Pugh of Frank-
~ lin township, with a' recon

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Sep 1943: 1.

o MR

15 Jan 2026
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T-Sgt. Arthur W. Pugh, son of:
Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Pugh of near
Winamace, a platoon sergeant with
an armored infantry battalion, has
been cited for meritorious service |
in combat and awarded the Bronze|
Star, according to an announce-!
ment from France. :

Sgt. Pugh's platoon was orderedi
to cross a section of open ground.
Sgt. Pugh exposed himself to draw !
enemy fire and his men discovered;
the enemy positions and knocked |
them out. 5
Winamac (IN) Republican 9 Nov 1944: 1. .
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.County Men Are
Members of Hard
Fighting Division

Mr., and Mrs. Leroy Pugh re-
ceived a letter this week from
their son, T/Sgt. Arthur Pugh, in
which he enclosed a copy of the
war record of the Fourth Armor-

ed Division, including T/Sgt. Pugh,
Lt. Albin# Shank, S/Sgt. Ralph

S/8gt. Philip Brucker. The last
two named have suffered wounds
and Sgt. Brucker is now In the
hospital at Fort Benjamin Harri-
son.

The War Department disclosed
that the Fourth Division speap-
headed the 3rd Army advance
across France. After landing in
Normandy on D-Day, it went on to
cut off Brittany peninsula and was
identified with the hardest fight-
ing in the liberation of -France.

/\'lilh'r, T/5 Ernest Clouser and.

Our Boys: A Community During World War Il

The division was credited with
smashing 400 enemy tanks, 140
large artillery pieces, 1500 miscel-
laneous vehicles, and taking 15,000
prisoners, all at relatively low
cost to itself. It destroyed the
Naxi 77th, 91st, 243rd infantry di-
visions, the 6Gth atroop division
and the 281st cavalny battalion.
The Germans regarded the men of
the Fourth Armared as “Super-
men.”

The reaction of a German .Col-
onel of shock troops is typical. The
Nazi officer, captured by the
Fourth, sald, “Having been a com-
mander of army units in Russia,
1 must admit that the American
troops arve not only equipped with
the best material, but what strikes
me especially is the excellance of
organization under which these
men now function. I would be
pleased to know the commander of
this division.”

The Gergpans deseribed the Fourth
as the Aferican Elite Fourth Ar-
mored Division and Fourth Pan-
zer, and called the men “ruthless
right The unit, commanded by
Maj. Gen, John S. Wood. served as
part of Lt. Gen. George S. Patlon’s
Third Army.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Nov 1944: 1.
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1944: In the Thick of It — War Stories

Donald Richard "Don" Hair

Don wrote his daddy about a 5-day sea battle, including when an enemy ship was struck, and
“There were Jap survivors all over the place. The oil was thick on the water from their ships
that were sunk. The monkey faced creatures were trying to swim through the oil and they
looked like black balls bobbing around in the water.”

Born: 6/24/1924

Entered:

Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,S1c
Medal: Purple Heart
Discharged: 12/12/1945
Died: 5/22/2012

Parents: Milo Edward (Esther Marie Stiles[deceased]) Hair

! Hair-raising tales of naval battle
lin the Pacific were relayed to Pu-
{laski county this week by men
jin the thick of the fighting.

In a letter to his father, Milo
‘illzlir. Seaman 1-C Donald R. Hair
treported “I was in the Philippine
(Islands where we, bombarded the
{beaches of Leyte Island.  Don’t
{think the Japs ean't shoot because
ithey can, with aceuracy.

' After the bombardment we in-
itc rcepted the Jap fleet.  We made
;un'p(-dn runs on their big ships.
{ That's “where the big explosions
fcz:nu-. The torpedoes knocked
!them sky high.

{ There were Jap survivors “all
jover the place. The oil was thick
{on the water from their ships that
iwu-(- sunk.  The monkey-faced
creatures  were trying to swim
through the: oil’ and they looked
like black balls bobbing around in
i the water.

I “We were at our battle stations
almost continuously for five days.
Jap planes came day and night.
iDad, I'm very thankful that’all of
this has passed and 1 came through
Ewith a big smile on my face. Ha!”
Winamac (IN) Republican 23 Nov 1944: 1.
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Donald Eugene Wentzel

Donald reported that he was among the first Americans to enter Paris and that he wrote that
he had never been kissed so much in his life in a letter - to his wife!

Born: 4/7/1914

Entered: 7/21/1942

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,0-405676,MJR
Medal: Croix de Guerre

Discharged: 2/18/1946

Died: 1/15/1968

Spouse: Myrtle Roberta Wheatley Wentzel

Parents: Charles Wesley and Nellie Mabel Kelso Wentzel

15 Jan 2026

©2026, Jim Phillips

In another phase of the war,
Capt. Donald E. Wentzel of the
Army Air Force, reported in a let-
ter to his wife living in Monterey,
that he was among the first Amer-
icans to enter Paris and that he
had never been kissed so much in
his life.

Winamac (IN) Republican 9 Nov 1944: 1.

A Monterey Ay Corps maior,
was received in :.}‘i.ﬁv'n'{' by the
Pope while he was in Rome, flaly,
it was reveaied this week when!
Maior Donald . Wentzel, <on of
Mr. and Mrs, William G. Wheat- !

lev, returned home an leave afier!
38 months® service overseas.
Major Wentyel's wifr sl
daughter arve living with his par-:
LS. The maior revegled that

the Pope holds audiences for U, S,
service men regurdless of their
religion. '

Winamac (IN) Republican 8 Nov 1945: 1.
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AWARDED MEDAL
zel received from the War Depart-
ment the Guerre de Croix medal
which had been awarded to Mr.
Wentzel in October of 1945 by the
Fren¢th Government for his sevices
in helping to liberate France, Mr.
Wentzel was a Major in the Air

Corps during the war and spent four
and a half years overseas, part of

is a son of Mr, and Mrs. Charles
W. Wentzel of Kewanna. Mrs, Went-

‘Monterey.

Winamac (IN) Republican 5 Jun 1947: 1.
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Last week Mr. Donald E. Went-

that time in France. Mr. Wentzel |

zel was Miss Myrtle Wheatley of
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Ilvan Martin Bierrum

During the Great Depression, lvan was a barnstormer, and died in a nursing home in Iron River
M, coincidently an enclave of the author's maternal family (likely where his son happened to

be living during the last years of Ivan's life).

Born: 12/13/1912

Entered: 9/10/19427
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,,S/SGT
Awards: Purple Heart, 2 Air Medals
Discharged: 5/19/1945?

Died: 9/12/2002

Spouse: Edna Mae Kersey Bierrum
Parents: Peter and Mary Barbara Fillman Bierrum

Sgt. Ivan M. Bierrum, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Bierrum, of
near Francesville, is completing his
training as a member of a Libera-
tor bomber crew at the Army Air
base, Pueblo, Colo. Sgt. Bierrum
is being trained by the Second Air
Force to carry the fight to the
enemy in the near future.

Bgt. Bierrum, a former resident
of Winamac, joined the Armed
Forces in September, 1942,

Winamac (IN) Republican 23 Sep 1943: 1.

15 Jan 2026

Seemrtiic(e an

AirNewsColumn
Will Have To Be Added
to Newspapers One
of These Days.

Several well known air men vis-|
ited the Winamae airport Sunday. |
Clarence McElroy was host to
Hiram Snyder, manager of the
South Bend airport; Dr. Snyder,
designer of a new plane known -as |
the “Arup,” and Mr. Post, also of
South Bend: Joe Smith and Bill
Kaiser'of Niles, Mich, who flew
a “Davis Ship,” and Bob Peters of
Hollywood, Fla, formerly of the
Riverside Military sehool of Gains- 1
ville, Ga. = : {

Mr. McElroy, Joe A. Grant and
0. H. Keller flew to Rochester
yesterday to atend a Kiwanis meet-
ing, and E. G. Gorrell accompanied
them on the return. The trip was
made in a fourplace Waco cabin
plane, *“Miss Winamae,” driven
by Mr. McElroy, and included an
air view of the federal park pro-

| jéct, of which Mr. Grant is in
| eharge.

Ivan Bierrum made his first
freight delivery by air Tuesday in
a cwess-county flight te Frances-
ville with a radio for a customer
in that place. L

Mrs. Lenore Harper was at La-
fayette Sunday where she took
part in the \American Legion air
show.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 May 1936: 1.

— e

‘j}.\h

il Mra. Clarence MceEleoy,

Ivan Bierru® and Jumes Dilts T

wie on the state g
Mg Mekhoy is
plune and Mr. M
i Jitmes

Wico: plane.

and

ir tour this week. |
i

flying her own!
‘Elroy, Ivan Bler-4

Dilts are in the!

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Jun 1936: 1.
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PLANE TOURISTS
ARRIVINGHERE

DAREDEVILS BURNING THE
SKIES; McELROYS, BIER-
RUM AND DILTS
ON TOUR

With a clear blue sky for a per-
fect ceiling and ideal weather con-
ditions, the 50-some planes of the
eighth Indiana Air tour roared
over town this afternoon for their
scheduled stop at the local port
and to thrill the several thousand
air minded residents with their an-
tics in the air.

From the tiniest Taylor Cub to
the largest tri-motored Stinson
and the loudest army plane all
were prepared to enjoy the after-
noon at the port and entertain the
crowd. The stunt parade, led by
the famous Lieut. Joe Mackey and
his world known Lineo flying cir-
cus, and Wild Mike Murphy of

Winamac (IN) Republican 25 Jun 1936: 1.

Kokomo was all that anyone could
expect.

planes
of all

ered off with sky writing and up-
side down flying.

Man

selves

the crowd and the country from
the field when they took rides, in
the various planes, piloted by not-

ables.
The

morning at the Indianapolis air-
port, has been stopping at various

towns

otherwi

Local persons on the tour are
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence MeEilroy,|
Ivan Bierrum and James Dilts, Jr.|
The latter is the first from Wina-
mac, not a licensed pilot, to fol-|
low the tour.
Bierrum and Dilts are in Bier-|
rum'’s taper wing Waco, while Mrs, |
McElroy is flying her own Rear- |

win Ju
Bill

ham and now of Russiaville, has
" been getting his share of publicity

on the
senger

1944: In the Thick of It — War Stories

The stunt pilots put their
through power dives, spins
kinds, barrel rolls and tap-

¥ spectators availed them-
of the opportunity to see

tour, which began Monday

putting on their show and
ise enjoying themselves.

McElroy, pilot,|

long
lick him.”

nior.

Moose, formerly of De-n-.

tour by having as a pas-|
Lola Mae, a Jersey calf. |

State Alr Tour . ¢
Bnngs Thrills to'
Wi inamac Crowd

* Hundreds of Pulaski county peo-
‘ple gathered at the Winamac air-
_port last Thursday afternoon to
- welcome more than forty planes
~ making the annual Indiana Air
“Tour; to inspect the, variety of
‘ships, ranging from a tiny “Cub”
to . giant tri-motor cabin planes,
and to enjoy the thrills afforded

~ by exhibitions of stunt flying.
~ The first of the planes arrived
#hortly after 3:00 o'clock, and
‘from then on for mearly an hour
they came floating in, most of them
_ elreling the port before landing.
They were taxied into long rows
ol two sides of the field, just with-
in the long lines of . automobiles
that had brought the loecal visitors.
1dout. Joseph Mackey of Find-
Jay, Ohio, didn't take time to land
© before he pat on an exciting exhi-
bition of rolling, diving, upside-
down flying and = other tricky
stunts. Then followed & similar
exhibition by Mike Murphy of Ko-

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Jul 1936: 2.

15 Jan 2026

kamo,

a state of awe as he drove his

-small

ceivable kind of twist. Both flyers

who kept the spectators in

machine into  every con-

Kiwanis

Wounded Plane
Gunner Pictures

' War End Far Off

i
“Don’t let anybody tell you that
the war in Europe is nearly over.
Jerry is the kind of fighter who
and we have a
way to go yet before we

never gives up,

base in England.

This warning was expressed aft|
the Kiwanis meeting Tuesday by|
Sgt. Ivan Bierrum, wounded plane|
gunner. now home on furlough af-
ter a series of missions out of-a
He attended thel
meeting a3 a guest o[

:;all\“e:t rounds of applause on J.lqu Fl eP“]ﬂn. :

Home Folks In Party. Without expoding any milltar:,r!
il ko ot Tibla¥ o secrets, Sgt. Bierrum kept his|
Tl Tt Neksy n hearers interested by relating
James Dilts Jr. of Winamae, and numerous ex perlenceB dll!‘hlg his

Ivan Bierrum of Francesville, They

made

the entire trip over the state,

training period, his itrip by air to

except that they flew home Wed- k|
numlf.;"\lwu:!i:m instead t:f spending 3llg|8nd (lu !‘ing' Htormy \\'eathpr! |
that night with the party at Mich- his splendid treatment at the

igan City.
Friday, the day after the stop

here,
sary o

jungles of Central America, where
his plane struck a mountain dur-
ing a storm and he lay injured for
seventeen days before a native In-
dian boy rescued him.

The

Rochester, after a previous stop
at Rensselaer.
refreshment they started out in
groups of one to three for Culver,

where

state tour ended Sunday.

marked the fourth anniver-

f Mr. McElroy's crash in the few facts

tourists came here from

After an hour of

they spent the night. The

hands of English
about bombi
over targets in continen l
It was on one such fllghls Inst.
March, that he was hit on one leg
by a piece of flak, He has sufi-
ciently recovered from the injury
to make the trip home for a visit

with his mother; Mrs. Peter Bier-!|

people. ,-and a
/ flights
curope. |

rum of Francesville; his wife, who

tives.

lives in Winamac,

and other rela-

|
ke 5

ulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Nov 1944: 1.
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937 in. sh&prenedad e ety
S%g?ﬁ waa a L‘i:fe member of the VF’""inF N?:
[ 1728 T an was & sej!'—ampiq&ed cmst:wﬁpn

the Great
had l.iwd all I;;s _Efe Pulaak

'SEPTEMBER 25,2002 THE CRVSTAL VIEW
(Crystal Falls Ml) Crystal View 25 Sep 2002 (Collection of bigfish3).
Website (ancestry.com).
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William Richard "Richard" "Dick" Heinke

Dick, who named his A-26 Invader bomber, "Winamac Werewolf", earned his Air Medal

bombing road and rail junctions in Kall, Germany.

Born: 7/2/1921
Entered: 2/27/1941

Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,16029199,1LT

Medal: Air Medal
Discharged:
Died: 10/14/1987

Parents: Cleo Marcellus Richardson (William Roland Lewis[deceased]) Heinke (?) Dunn

G b e

Lieut. Richard Heinke

ist Lieut. Richard Heinke,
grandson of Mr. and Mrs, A. H.
Richardson of near Winamac,
spoke on an international radio
hookup from France Saturday. Lt.
Heinke, a flight commander with
the 9th Air Force, has had 17
missions.‘, Asked if he would re-
turn to the farm after the war,
Lieut Heinke said he would like
to become employed in airline|
work. His comment on the food|
| was that it was good but not like |
| home. §

Winamac (IN) Republican 15 Mar 1945: 1.

15 Jan 2026

'Winamac Werewolf' and Dick Heinke

(Collection of theywerethere). Website (ebay.com).
' Plane Named for Winamac |
} An American warplane in Fr:mcaf
has been named the “Winamac |
[\'.'o-rm.-.'nlf.” after the old lmma'l
| town, by its pilot, Lt. Richard|
| Heinke, he told his grandl’ather.f
“A. H. Richardson, in a letter writ-|
ten in France November 26 and|
received hene. December 9. Lt. |
Heinke said he finally found a man
who knew where Winamac was
E':md also said his mail and Christ-
[ mas packages were slow in arriv-
(ing. A graduate of the Winamace
‘hiuh school in 1939, Lt. Heinke has
lbevn across for two months,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Dec 1944: 1.
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First Lt. Richard Heinke of Win-|
amac, a pilol with the Ninth Air
Force in Europe, has been award-
ed the Air Medal and an oak leaf
cluster. His thirteenth mission, on
January 25, was an attack on al
road and rail junction at Kall,;
Germany, according to a release|
from headquariers sent to The
Democrat. Lt. Heinkie flies an!
Invdder, the Army’'s newest and,
fastest bomber, a twin-engine plane!
|Introduced into combat by his unit.
‘He is a grandson of A. H. Rich-
‘ardson of the Winamac-/vicinity.

‘1

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Mar 1945: 1.

—

Lieut. William R. Heinke, grand-
son of Asa H. Richardson of near
Winamae and son of Mrs. Cleo M.
Dunn of Warsaw, a pilot with a
9th Air Force unit, has been award-
ed the Air Medal with one Oak
Leaf Cluster, according to a dis-
patch from Europe. .

The award was presented for
his work on January 25 of bomb-
ing road and rail junctions at Kall,
Germany.

Winamac (IN) Republican 1 Mar 1945: 1.

Friends and relatives were
thrilled Saturday to hear Lt.
Commandsr Richard (Dick) Hern-
ke, who 18 stationed somewhere in

r}'rmee. talk over the radio WLS,

C'hicago, on a recording record.
‘' He is 8 grandson of Ace Riehard-
son, west of here, aixd has alwayve
made his home with him.

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 14 Mar 1945: 9.
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Numerous Winamae acniine- f

| tances heard Lt. Richard Heiuke!
broadeast over a Chicago radio sta-
tion Saturday afiernoon. He In |
now in France flving an A-26 Id-
vader, and was interviewed on his |
{ work, how he liked France undl
what he intended doing after ihe|
war., Lt. Heinke also mentioned|
f Winamac and his grandfathef, A.|
H. Richardson, who lives south |
'west of here. His plane is numml!
. for his home town, the Winamuc
| Wierwolf.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Mar 1945: 1.

iWinamac Man Broadcasts l

'Winamac Werewolf'

(Collection of 416th BG Archive) Apr 1945. Website (416th.com).
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William Hugh "Billie" Trayler

William earned his Bronze Star when he rushed into a burning ammunition dump to rescue a

truck.

Born: 6/24/1921
Entered: 7/1/1942
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,LT
Medal: Bronze Star
Discharged: 7/2/1946
Died: 2/5/2005

Parents: Woodford Fitzhugh Scraper and Sadie "Sally" Petry Traylor

Lieutenant William H. Trayler,i
who is in the Field Artillery under|
the provisions of Army Regula-!

tions, was awarded the Bronze
Star Medal for “Meritorious Serv-
ice” in support of combat opera-
tion. He also received -citation
for meritorious service in support
of combat operations from Mayl
28, 1944, to October 1, 1944, in
Italy as assistant Counferbattery
officer of a-Corps Artillery Head-
quarters. Lieut. Traylor's initia-
tive and devotion to duty are high-
ly commendable and are in keeping
with the highest traditions of the
Armed Forces of the United
States. He entered military serv-
ices at Indianapolis. Lieut. Tray-
ler is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Fitz-
'hugh Trayler of Indianapolis. M.
Fitzhugh Trayler was a former
teacher in the Medaryville High
School and his wife was the former

Miss Sadie Petry of Medaryville.
Winamac (IN) Republican 1 Feb 1945: 5.
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