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Within this Chapter, 1942: The First Year for War, this Overview provides the progress of the 
war in Europe and the Pacific, as well as the country’s first year in World War II, and the related 
community events of 1942. 

The United States’ first full year of figh�ng in Europe, North Africa, and the Pacific was 1942. 
While the US controlled the Pacific high seas, Japan held most South Pacific islands, eastern 
China, and the smaller Asian countries. It con�nued to mount atacks in Southeast Asia 
(Singapore, Java, and Burma), the South Pacific (the Philippines, Solomon Islands, and New 
Guinea), and even the American-controlled Aleu�an Islands off the coast of Alaska. As the 
Philippines fell to the Japanese in spring 1942, the American and Filipino armies were forced to 
surrender. The subsequent Bataan Death March commenced with at least two Pulaski County 
men among the cap�ves. The US finally reached a turning point in the Pacific war against Japan 
at the Batle of Midway, near the Midway Atoll, in June. Later that summer, the Allies landed on 
Guadalcanal, a strategic island among the Solomon Islands, east of New Guinea. They would 
fight the Japanese for the next six months to liberate these islands. Meanwhile, Germany 
suffered a setback in its campaign against the Soviet Union in the winter of 1942–1943.  

 

We lost twelve of Our Boys that first full year of war. In 1942, at least two Pulaski County 
soldiers were doomed to the sixty-plus-mile Bataan Death March with 10,000 Americans and 
66,000 Filipinos. During that week-long forced march with no food and water, at least 500 
Americans and well over 5,000 Filipinos died. John died of exhaus�on during the march, but his 
father did not learn of his fate un�l 1945. He was the first war casualty from Pulaski County. 
Clarence survived the march, but in 1944, he was lost while on board a sinking Japanese 
prisoner ship. Clarence was predeceased by his wife and daughter some years before in 
Montana, heightening the grief of surviving loved ones.  

Wri�ng of Arthur’s disappearance, a reporter stated, “I can s�ll see their beaming faces,” 
referring to Arthur and an air mate who had atended their high school alumni celebra�on, 
along with the reporter, in their hometown just a�er receiving their avia�on wings. Arthur was 
missing in ac�on later in the year of the reunion and remained on the list of missing for 17 
months.  

The day of November 8, 1942, was awful for Pulaski County with four deaths across North 
Africa and Europe. Father Falter, connected to Pulaski County, died during a North African 
landing atempt with his unit. Also, on that day, David died, a�er finally passing his post-Pearl 
Harbor physical, as did Jack and James. 

A profile of each fallen serviceman is in the chapter sec�on, “The Dead”. 

 

That year, Mike earned a Silver Star for valor a�er saving his bomber and crew. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for brothers, cousins, and friends to meet far away from home.  In 
the middle of the Atlan�c, in Panama, in camps in Illinois, North Carolina, and at a canteen door 
in Los Angeles.  (Sponsored by the United Service Organiza�ons (USO), canteens were places of 
"Good Girls, Good Food, and Good Fun".  Stateside servicemen could eat, socialize, and dance 
with local volunteer "junior hostesses" under the watchful eyes of married  "senior hostesses".  
Near war zones, the USO provided entertainment to troops.) 

Dale told of the Pearl Harbor atack a year later at a Winamac Kiwanis mee�ng. 

Stan had his oil tanker torpedoed twice in three months. 

The war brought disrup�on to young lives, young and old.  Darwin and Earl had to sell their 
farms because they were entering the service.  Urban had just opened his funeral home and 
was running for coroner when he was dra�ed.  Jake, 42, said goodbye to two granddaughters 
when he enlisted. 

In Ireland, Dr. John renewed his friendship with a college classmate, and now, war 
correspondent, Ernie Pyle. 

These stories and more are in the chapter sec�on, “War Stories”.  The Dra� during the first full 
year of war is detailed in that sec�on as well. 

 

There was more war news besides Our Boys in the newspaper.  Back home, ra�oning began 
with �res.  Vehicle owners were urged to register their �res to protect against the�.  Poten�al 
buyers started by comple�ng a form on which the �re seller must have atested that the 
replacement was necessary, a�er which the ra�on board would decide. A limited number of 
�res and tubes were available for sale each month.  In those years, �res were thinner, and each 
�re contained a circular tube that held the air suppor�ng the car.  By the end of the year, sugar, 
coffee, and fuel oil (for home hea�ng) were also ra�oned.  Gasoline ra�oning also began, and 
with no new cars and �re ra�oning, travel was minimal. 

In 1942, alien residents were required to turn in firearms, shortwave radios, and cameras, and 
to carry iden�ty cards. 

In 1942, the top war�me-related item was US Defense “War” Bonds and Stamps.  These were 
loans of money by ci�zens to the federal government to fund the war. 

About 36 miles north of Winamac, the government opened the Kingsbury Ordnance Plant.  
Kingsbury became a major employer for the region, including Pulaski County. The plant 
primarily produced ar�llery shells and the point-detona�ng fuses that enabled other ordnance 
to explode on impact. 

Zoe had eleven nephews in service. 
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The war-related news available to the folks back home are in this chapter’s sec�on, Community 
Climate. 
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This is a summary of the news in print available to most residents of Pulaski County in 1942.  
The primary news sources were two compe�ng local weeklies that focused solely on local news, 
except for government news related to farming.  A nearby daily newspaper provided state, 
na�onal, and interna�onal news, including progress in the war.  There was no internet, no 
television, and minimal news on the radio and in movie theatres. 

Not all who atempted to enlist were successful.  Many had bad or missing teeth, which caused 
them to fail the pre-induc�on physical, but that restric�on was reduced early in 1942.  Many 
others had mental problems or deficiencies that caused them to be rejected.  Most accepted 
these failures, for now.  Many tried again a year or so later and passed.  Many were recalled 
a�er restric�ons were loosened.  Some never reapplied—one commited suicide. 

In 1942, nearly all the headlines in the Logansport Pharos-Tribune were war news.  Most of it 
was bad, with no victories, however small. 

Of the war news, over a third concerned Japan.  Most of which were Japanese successes in 
Southeast Asia, including Burma, Java, Singapore, and the Philippines.  Another quarter was 
related to the German drive into eastern Russia.  About ten percent was associated with the 
German drive into North Africa, primarily Egypt, Libya, and Tunisia.  Another ten percent was 
related to ac�vity on mul�ple fronts, e.g., "Major Batles [in the Pacific and Egypt] S�ll 
Undecided" and "Pound Axis [Libya, Germany, and Japan] by Land and Sea".  About 10% was 
related to other ac�vi�es in Europe, including bombing runs on Germany.  There was a trace of 
headlines about war news in the U.S., including reports of spies and ra�oning.  There were even 
references to an invasion of Europe, even though that would not happen un�l 6 June 1944. 

Interna�onal News 

Far and away, the most frequent headline related to Germany's invasion of Russia. 

In late January, the first con�ngent of U.S. Armed Forces for the European war arrived, based in 
Northern Ireland, a part of Britain. 

The fall of the Philippine capital, Manila, and the Bataan Peninsula, including Fort Corregidor, 
brought bad news in 1942. 

In March, Japan threatened Australia and India. 

In April, the U.S. and Japan batled in Burma. 

In June, U.S. General Dwight D. Eisenhower became Supreme Allied Commander in the 
European Theatre of Opera�ons. 

In June, Japan threatened Singapore.  Also in June, there were concerns about the atacks on 
the isolated Aleu�an Islands of the U.S. territory of Alaska.  This brought the threat of war 
violence stateside, beyond the deaths of local boys in the Philippines and the Solomon Islands. 

By October, the U.S. controlled Solomon Islands. 

The fall brought German forces to North Africa to aid the Italians, who had been atacking 
countries in East Africa. 
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Headlines men�oning BOTH the Pacific and European fronts appeared at least once a week.  
The memory of World War I had been one of a distant war across the Atlan�c, rather than of a 
war across both oceans bounding the US, which was certainly worrisome to the residents of 
Pulaski County. 

And a blow was struck with the fall of France and its resultant Nazi-endorsed Vichy 
government. 

Na�onal News 

In January, FDR requested $77 billion for the war. 

State News 

As had happened during the First World War, the Indianapolis 500 was cancelled due to the war 

The Indiana State Fair was cancelled due to the war. 

Recycling was essen�al for the war effort. The Indiana State Defense Council reported that 
Indiana was 4th na�onally in the collec�on of scrap metal, rubber, paper, and kitchen fat.1 

Finally, in 1942, farm prices rose above pre-Depression levels.2 

Thirty-six miles north of Winamac, the Kingbury Ordnance Plant opened in March 1942. 
Employing over 20,000, it made ar�llery shells, fuses, and other weapons.3 

Local News 

Aside from leters from Our Boys, the primary way the folks got updates on the war was 
through the two compe�ng local weekly newspapers, the Pulaski County Democrat and the 
Winamac Republican.  They rarely published news about the war, let alone other state, 
na�onal, and interna�onal news.  Except for news about Our Boys, news from outside the 
county was limited to issues affec�ng the farmers.  The rest of the content was local news.  
There were two daily newspapers from the large city of Logansport in adjacent Cass County, 
about 20 miles south.  Those dailies, Logansport Pharos-Tribune and Logansport Press, carried 
interna�onal, na�onal, and state news, as well as local news from their own county. 

The war-related topics that appeared in the two local newspapers were minimal and, in no way, 
in-depth.  Some related items appeared in the distant daily, along with expected details about 
campaigns and batles. 

Markets 

Except for cows and sheep, most commodi�es had increased about 50% over the start of 1941. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Jan 1942: 8. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 1 Jan 1942: 4. 

 

News about Our Boys 

Details of batles were never reported in the Democrat and Republican.  But there was news 
about “Our Boys” from leters back to their families, and some of these leters intermitently 
made it into the paper.  In January, the Republican began the regular column, “Our Boys in 
Service”.  The Democrat followed in March with the regular column, “Men in Service”. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 15 Jan 1942: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Mar 1942: 1. 

The Democrat started publishing photos of those in service, usually three per Front-Page issue.  
The Republican didn’t follow suit un�l 1943. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Sep 1942: 1. 

 
Men In Service (sample) 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Sep 1942: 1. 
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The Republican finally comes around 

Over the next year or so, the Republican also published a regular column, “Hoosier Home 
Front”. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 5 Mar 1942: 6. 
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Aliens 

In 1942, alien residents were required to turn in firearms, shortwave radios, and cameras, as 
well as carry iden�ty cards. 

In the dark days a�er the Pearl Harbor atack, racism prevailed at �mes.  Along the West Coast, 
nearly all ci�zens and aliens of Japanese heritage were moved to internment camps un�l the 
end of the war.  In contrast, internment of German and Italian residents of any US coast was 
considered on an individual, case-by-case basis, and very, very few were interned.  Below are 
three of the six news items on resident aliens from 1942. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Jan 1942: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Jan 1942: 6. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 17 Mar 1942: 10. 
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Ra�oning 

Ra�oning started with �res.  Next came sugar.  And since no sugar, why not coffee?  And soon 
gas.  America’s habits were changing.  Below are eight of almost 50 news items related to 
ra�oning in 1942. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Jan 1942: 1&2. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Apr 1942: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 May 1942: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 4 Jun 1942: 4. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 20 Jun 1942: 8. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 26 Nov 1942: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Dec 1942: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 14 Dec 1942: 12. 
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Victory Gardens 

Tips on crea�ng “Victory Gardens” began to appear since shortages were expected. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 19 Feb 1942: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Feb 1942: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 23 Mar 1942: 10. 
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Civilians in the line of fire 

One resident received two leters from a pen pal in England.  Her English friend described the 
German Blitz and shortages.  Below are two of the nine items related to firsthand civilian 
experiences with the war in 1942. 

During another Kiwanis luncheon, a re�red Navy officer described his years in Europe and 
Russia.  He described the mistrust people in European ci�es have with each other based on 
na�onality, and all universally mistreated Jews. 

Another resident received a cablegram from England.  She got news that a brother-in-law had 
died.  Nearly a year before, her brother had died when the Germans bombed a hospital. 

The Democrat heard from one former resident who described Honolulu ten months a�er the 
Pearl Harbor atack.  Instead of money, it appears that island residents are paid with script that 
was not good elsewhere.  Travel to the mainland is severely restricted.  And domes�c help was 
very expensive. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 2 Oct 1941: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 5 Feb 1942: 1&8. 
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European morale 

At Indiana University, 150 miles to the south of Winamac, a newspaper reporter told an 
audience about Germany.  He said that the average German's morale dropped when the US 
entered the war. S�ll, the leadership, par�cularly the Gestapo, was in�mida�ng to the average 
German as well as the news media. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Jul 1942: 1&2. 
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During another Kiwanis luncheon, a re�red Navy officer described his years in Europe and 
Russia.  He described the mistrust people in European ci�es have with each other based on 
na�onality, and all universally mistreat Jews. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 8 Oct 1942: 1. 

 

Another resident received a cablegram from England.  She got news that a brother-in-law had 
died.  Nearly a year before, her brother had died when the Germans bombed a hospital. 

The Democrat heard from one former resident who described Honolulu ten months a�er the 
Pearl Harbor atack.  Instead of money, it appears that island residents are paid with script that 
was not good elsewhere.  Travel to the mainland is severely restricted.  And domes�c help is 
very expensive. 
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War Bonds 

In 1942, the top war�me-related item was US Defense “War” Bonds and Stamps.  These were 
loans of money by ci�zens to the federal government to fund the war.  Unlike taxes, bonds 
were financial instruments with repayment assured by the federal government.  Ci�zens were 
encouraged to spend 10 percent of their income on Bonds.  Month a�er month, the newspaper 
ads appealed to patriots, children, racists, and mothers.  Here are seven of the dozen or more 
items related to war bonds published in 1942. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 1 Jan 1942: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 23 Apr 1942: 3. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 30 Apr 1942: 6. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 4 May 1942: 2. 

 
This drawing was the work of Ted “Dr. 
Suess” Geisel before he enlisted in 1943. 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Jul 1942: 2. 

 

6  
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Jul 1942: 5. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Dec 1942: 5. 
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The Stateside Threats 

In 1942, a German submarine sank an oil tanker off the coast of New Jersey.  Japanese planes 
sighted over Long Beach, CA, were par�cularly troubling because that city had a significant 
re�rement community from Pulaski County.  Two sets of four Germans were caught landing in 
rubber boats in Long Island and Florida with explosives.  Six of them were electrocuted; the 
other two, a�er assis�ng the government, were given life sentences, one of which was reduced 
by FDR to 30 years.  Here are five of the ten items related to the enemy stateside appearing in 
1942. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 5 Mar 1942: 8. 

 
[Threats off Long Beach, CA were 
par�cularly worrisome for many residents 
of Winamac.  For decades, many Pulaski 
County residents had re�red to Long Beach, 
CA.  Going back to at least the 1920s, there 
were frequent reports of an annual reunion 
picnic of former residents currently living in 
or near Long Beach.] 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 12 Mar 1942: 8. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 9 Jul 1942: 6. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 23 Jul 1942: 6. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 13 Aug 1942: 8. 
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Induc�on restric�ons relaxed 

Residents read about addi�onal Dra� Registra�ons and about loosened induc�on requirements 
in 1942.  At the start of the dra� in the fall of 1940, the pool was single men between 21 and 35 
for one year of service.  By the end of 1942, the pool consisted of single men between 18 and 
45, plus some married men for the dura�on of the war, plus six months. Here are seven 
clippings from about one hundred items related to the Dra� in 1942. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Jan 1942: 3. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 22 Jan 1942: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 26 Feb 1942: 8. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Apr 1942: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Apr 1942: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Nov 1942: 2. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 3 Dec 1942: 15. 
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Kingsbury Ordnance Plant 

About 36 miles north of Winamac, the government opened the Kingsbury Ordnance Plant.  
Kingsbury became a major employer for the region, including Pulaski County. The plant 
primarily produced ar�llery shells and point-detona�ng fuses that enabled other ordnance to 
explode on impact.  Here’s one of the eight items related to the Kingsbury Ordnance Plant in 
1942. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Mar 1942: 2. 
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Recycling 

War demanded materials that consumers had been used to retaining or discarding without 
thought.  Scrap metal, including �n cans, was to be collected and recycled.  Even souvenir 
bayonets from World War I were requested.  Another requested item was phonograph records, 
which could be recycled to produce new records or used for explosives and flares.  Below are 
five of the thirteen items related to recycling. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 18 Jun 1942: 4. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Jul 1942: 1. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 3 Sep 1942: 17. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Sep 1942: 6. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Nov 1942: 1. 
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Farm workers needed 

Even as more of Our Boys leave for service, the farms they le� s�ll need to be tended, 
par�cularly the harvest. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Jun 1942: 8. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 11 Jun 1942: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Jul 1942: 7. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 22 Oct 1942: 1. 
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Shortages back home 

Lack of labor isn’t the only issue for farmers. The �ming of extra labor, equipment shortages, 
and other maters needed to be addressed. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 17 Nov 1942: 6. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 18 Nov 1942: 3. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 19 Nov 1942: 6. 
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Bombing Range planned 

Just north of Winamac, land was being prepared for a bombing range.  Here are two of the six 
items related to the bombing range. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Oct 1942: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Dec 1942: 1. 
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All in the Family 

Zoe, 82, had 11 nephews in the service. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 19 Nov 1942: 1. 
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News for the Future 

There were events, great and small, that were unknown to residents of Pulaski County in 1942 
but became par�cularly important in the future. 

At a January conference, senior Nazi officials developed the plan for the "Final Solu�on to the 
Jewish Ques�on", i.e., genocide. 

At another January mee�ng, China, Britain, the US, the Soviet Union, and 22 other na�ons 
signed the Declara�on of the United Na�ons, which led to the establishment of the United 
Na�ons as a world organiza�on. 

President Roosevelt forced Japanese Americans into internment camps. 

In April, as the Philippines fell to the Japanese, the "Bataan Death March" began.  During the 
week-long forced march of over 60 miles for 75,000 Filipino and American troops, between 
500-650 Americans and 5,000-18,000 Filipinos were killed or died of exhaus�on. More than 
three years later, Pulaski County learns that one of its own, John Shank, was among the 
casual�es. 

The Batle of Midway halted the Japanese advance into the Pacific beyond Southeast Asia. 

Anne Frank, 13, made the first entry in her new diary, and soon therea�er, the family went into 
hiding for two years. 

The Manhatan Project began, leading to the atomic bomb. 
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The popular music of 1942 included: 

White Christmas Bing Crosby 

Don't Sit Under the Apple Tree Glenn Miller 

Strip Polka Kay Kyser 

Juke Box Saturday Night Glenn Miller 

Strip Polka The Andrews Sisters 

(I've Got a Gal In) Kalamazoo Glenn Miller 

Tangerine Jimmy Dorsey 

Moonlight Cocktail Glenn Miller 

Sleepy Lagoon Harry James 

(I Got Spurs That) Jingle, Jangle, Jingle Kay Kyser 

I Had the Craziest Dream Harry James 

A String of Pearls Glenn Miller 

There Are Such Things Tommy Dorsey & Frank Sinatra 

Jersey Bounce Benny Goodman 

Deep in the Heart of Texas Alveno Rey 

Mister Five By Five Freddie Slack 

Praise The Lord & Pass the Ammuni�on Kay Kyser 

I Said No Alveno Rey 

Who Wouldn't Love You? Kay Kyser 

Pennsylvania Polka The Andrews Sisters 

 

The most popular movies of 1942 were: 

Mrs. Miniver Greer Garson and Walter Pidgeon 
Random Harvest Ronald Colman and Greer Garson 
Yankee Doodle Dand James Cagney 
Reap the Wild Wind John Wayne, Ray Milland, and Paulete Goddard 
Road to Morocco Bing Crosby, Bob Hope, and Dorothy Lamour 
Holiday Inn Bing Crosby and Fred Astaire 
Wake Island Brian Donlevy, MacDonald Carey, and Robert Preston 
The Pride of the Yankees Gary Cooper 
Kings Row Ann Sheridan and Robert Cummings 
For Me and My Gal Judy Garland and George Murphy 
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DeForest “Dee” Dye 

“… It may be a long �me before you hear from me again.”, Dee wrote in his last leter to his 
momma. 

Born: 9/8/1914 
Entered: 01/10/1939? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,2915578,SK3 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 3/1/1942 

Parents: Geneva Bonnie Gordon (Daniel) Dye 

On 3 March 1942, Dee Dye, 27, was reported missing in ac�on a�er the sinking of his ship, 
USS Ashville, by the Japanese during the Batle of the Java Sea.  On 25 November 1945, he was 
declared dead.  He served 41 months, including in the Pacific war zone.  He was awarded the 
Purple Heart.  He lived in Medaryville for a �me.  He was memorialized on the Walls of the 
Missing at the Manila American Cemetery, Taguig City, Philippines. 

 

 
Deforest Dye (Collec�on of jewen96) - 

www.ancestry.com/mediauiviewer/collec�on/1030/tree/3492371

3/person/29782603047/media/9d58ba8a-d460-42f5-bd00-

322a8c8a0e4a 

 

 
(Valparaiso IN) Vidette-Messenger 17 Mar 1942: 2. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Mar 1942: 8. 
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Fred Emanuel Koepkey 

Born: 12/12/1915 
Entered: 7/11/1940 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,3756432,MM2c 
Died: 3/1/1942 

Parents: Joseph Frank and Emma Ma�lda Anderson Koepkey 

On 1 March 1942, Fred, 26, was missing in ac�on during the Batle of Sunda Strait, near Java, 
when his cruiser, USS Houston, was sunk by torpedoes.  He served for 19 months, including the 
Pacific zone.  His father was formerly from Pulaski County.  He is memorialized at the Manila 
American Cemetery and Memorial, Manila, Philippines. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Mar 1942: 1. 
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John Henry Shank 

Dying of exhaus�on during the Bataan Death March, John was Pulaski County’s first fatality.  
But his father and the rest of Pulaski County will not get that news for three years!  And how 
ironic that the family clothing store underwrote this War Bonds ad, not knowing that John had 
died in the Bataan Death March. 

Born: 6/20/1921 
Entered: 2/4/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,15061791,PVT 
Died: 4/15/1942 

Parents: Bernard "Barney" Frank (Caroline "Carrie" E. Gilsinger[deceased]) Shank 

On 15 April 1942, John Shank, 21, was reported as missing in ac�on.  Over 3 years later, he was 
declared dead, having died from exhaus�on during the “Death March” on Bataan in the 
Philippines.  He served 15 months, including at least 4 months in the Pacific war zone.  He was a 
lifelong resident of Pulaski County.  He was buried at St. Joseph Cemetery West in Pulaski. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Jan 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Jun 1944: 8. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Nov 1945: 1. 
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Arthur Ermill Wentzel 

“I can s�ll see their beaming faces.”, wrote a reporter who atended the alumni celebra�on for 
Arthur and an airmate on the visit to their hometown just a�er receiving their wings. 

Born: 11/17/1918 
Entered: 9/7/1940 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,15043511/O-408874,1LT 
Died: 4/21/1942 

Parents: Charles Hubert Stailey and Stella Jane Decker Wentzel 

On 21 April 1942, Arthur Wentzel, 23, ini�ally reported as missing, was killed likely near Ft. 
McKinley, Manila, Philippines.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He served 19 months, 
including in the Pacific war zone.  He was a resident of Leiters Ford.  He was memorialized at 
the Walls of the Missing, Manila American Cemetery, Taguig City, Philippines and St. Anne 
Cemetery in Monterey. 

 

 
South Bend (IN) Tribune 27 Apr 1941: 5. 

 

 
Culver (IN) Citizen 20 May 1942: 9. Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Glenn Wesley Smith 

Glenn was the first Pulaski County resident reported missing in ac�on. 

Born: 4/2/1922 
Entered: 11/?/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,3687102,S2 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 5/8/1942 

Parents: Earl Raymond and Airy Lanora Myers Smith 

On 7 May 1942, Glenn Smith, 20, ini�ally reported missing in ac�on, was lost at sea when his oil 
tanker was sunk.  He served for 38 months, including in the Pacific war zone.  He was awarded 
the Purple Heart.  He was from Medaryville.  He was memorialized on the Walls of the Missing, 
Manila American Cemetery, Taguig City, Philippines. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 18 Jun 1942: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 3 Jul 1942: 1. 
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Norman L. Vaughan 

In 1941, what other choice did Norman have but to re-enlist? 

Born: 1/18/1917 
Entered: 5/29/1941? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,O-726954,2LT 
Died: 9/1/1942 

Parents: Hugh Benson and Ethel E.B. Rogers Vaughn 

On 1 September 1942, Norman Vaughn, 25, was killed in a bomber crash near Baton Rouge, LA.  
He served about 60 months.  His parents had lived in Star City for a �me.  He was buried in 
Mount Hope Cemetery in Logansport. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 4 Sep 1942: 1. 
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Jack Lynn Condo 

The community gave Jack a great memorial, even closing the courthouse and many businesses. 

Born: 9/7/1919 
Entered: 8/15/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,15063628,SSGT 
Died: 11/8/1942 

Parents: Daniel Perry "Perry" and Vivian Esther Hamblin Condo 

On 9 November 1942, Jack Condo, 23, was killed in a plane crash near Meridian, MS.  He served 
15 months.  He graduated from nearby Mon�cello High School, but had an uncle in Francesville.  
He was buried in I.O.O.F. Riverview Cemetery in Mon�cello. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 9 Nov 1942: 1&9. 
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James Albert Huffman 

James had just visited his folks a week before his fatal crash. 

Born: 8/3/1920 
Entered: 2/9/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,O-427542,CPT 
Died: 11/8/1942 

Parents: Chester "Cord" Ira and Edna Irene Masters Huffman 

On 8 November 1942, James Huffman, 22, died of injuries sustained the prior day in an airplane 
crash near Pendleton, CA.  He served 21 months.  He lived in Mon�cello, but he was known in 
Winamac from visits to an aunt and uncle.  He was buried in the I.O.O.F. Cemetery in 
Mon�cello. 

 

 
James Huffman, Kelly Field, Texas, Gradua�ng Class of Sept. 26, 

1941, 41G Sec�on I (Collec�on of Richard Tisdale) - 

findagrave.com/memorial/43658266/james-albert-huffman#view-

photo=200000169. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 9 Nov 1942: 1&9. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Nov 1942: 1. 
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Clement Marcellus. “Father Clem” Falter 

A professor at St. Joseph’s College in Rensselaer, Father Falter was widely known in Winamac. 
He was the first American Catholic Chaplain killed in ac�on in World War II. 

Born: 10/6/1904 
Entered: 2/1/1942? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,O-439177,1LT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 11/8/1942 

Parents: Joseph John and Theresa A Kill Falter 

On 8 November 1942, Fr. Clement Falter, 33, was killed in ac�on on the beach of Fedala, near 
Casablanca, Morocco, during the ini�al Allied landing in North Africa as part of Opera�on Torch.  
He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He was widely known in Winamac.  He was buried at 
Missionaries of the Precious Blood Cemetery in Carthagena, OH. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Dec 1942: 1. 
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David Levi “Davey” Jones 

For five months, his mother thought Davey was only wounded, but he was the first fatality of 
Van Buren township.  A flagpole was installed at the Star City school to memorialize three 
township sailors, including Davey. 

Born: 10/23/1923 
Entered: 6/18/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,6265012,S2 
Died: 11/8/1942 

Parents: Effie Clouse (Felix Gilbert[deceased]) Jones 

On 8 November 1942, David Jones, 19, died of injuries incurred when his boat was torpedoed 
off North Africa during the landings of Opera�on Torch.  His family was not no�fied for six 
months.  He had served for 17 months, including the North Africa war zone.  He was from 
Thornhope.  He was buried in the North Africa American Cemetery and Memorial in Carthage, 
Tunisia. 

 

 
Davey Jones. Veterans of Pulaski County. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 15 Dec 1941: 6. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 May 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 6 May 1943: 1. 
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Lloyd Cur�s Williams 

Lloyd was killed in ac�on defending a Japanese assault on New Caledonia in the southwest 
Pacific. 

Born: 9/14/1919 
Entered: 8/12/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35165307,PVT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 11/19/1942 

Parents: Carry Call and Eta Olive Cooper Williams 

On 19 November 1942, Lloyd Williams, 23, was killed in ac�on defending a Japanese assault on 
New Caledonia in the southwest Pacific.  He served for 14 months, including 9 months in the 
Pacific war zone.  He was awarded the Bronze Star and the Purple Heart.  Although recently 
moved near Rensselaer, his family was well-known in Medaryville.   He was memorialized on 
the Walls of the Missing, Manila American Cemetery, Taguig City, Philippines and in the 
cemetery in Fair Oaks. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Dec 1942: 1. 
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John H. Bretell 

John was s�ll in pilot training when he died. 

Born: 11/22/1920 
Entered: 3/27/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,,A/C 
Died: 11/30/1942 

Parents: Fred E. and Ada Steis Bretell 

On 30 November 1942, John Bretell, 22, was killed in an air crash near Anthony, KS, during a 
rou�ne cross-country flight.  He had served 9 months.  His mother was a former resident of 
Winamac.  He was buried in the Calvary Cemetery in Terre Haute. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Dec 1942: 1. 
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Bud and Bert started as civilian defense workers in Panama un�l the war heated up. 

 

Floyd Orthus "Bud" Hall 

Born: 1/16/1918 
Entered: 12/14/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,5910939,CPL 
Discharged:  
Died: 5/30/2002 

Spouse: Bety B. Lebo Hall 
 
Parents: Guy Herbert and Inez May Crowder 
Hall 

Albert Alvin "Bert" Holmes 

Born: 12/30/1917 
Entered: 3/25/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35138515,PVT 
Discharged: 11/15/1945 
Died: 2/21/1991 

Spouse: Marjorie "Rosemary" Shobe 
Holmes 
Parents: William Alexander and Emma 
Josephine "Josie" Howell Holmes 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 27 Apr 1944: 1 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Sep 1944: 1 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Jan 1942: 1. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for the Kruzick brothers and Francis in Panama. 

Upon arrival in Panama, Francis was met on the dock by two brothers from Winamac, Clem, a 
soldier, and George, a sailor. 

 

George Francis Kruzick 
 

Born: 3/22/1917 
Entered: 2/19/1936 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USNAC,2914722,CDR 
Discharged: 11/30/1963 
Died: 5/29/1995 

Spouse: Constance 
Brodeur Kruzick 
Parents: John Michael 
"Papa" (Rosa Eldridge 
Poole[deceased]) Kruzick 

Clement Chris�an 
"Clemmie" Kruzick 

Born: 3/13/1919 
Entered: 12/2/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,15059966,SSGT 
Discharged: 5/30/1945 
Died: 11/22/1988 

 
 
Parents: John Michael 
"Papa" (Rosa Eldridge 
Poole[deceased]) Kruzick 

Francis James Roe 
 

Born: 2/3/1918 
Entered: 4/15/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,35176476,CPL 
Discharged: 10/11/1945 
Died: 12/25/1975 

 
 
Parents: James Quincy and 
Edna Violet Baugh Roe 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Mar 
1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Oct 
1942: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Jan 
1943: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Jan 1942: 1. 
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Richard  Riter “Dick” Dodd 

With �me on his hands during training stateside, Dick, a dra�ed staffer for the Pulaski County 
Democrat, wrote a semi-regular column about his new life in the Army. 

Born: 4/16/1913 
Entered: 3/26/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35111564,MSGT 
Discharged: 11/15/1945? 
Died: 4/5/2001 

Parents: Thomas Calvin and Harriet Jenete Riter Dodd 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Oct 1942: 1. 
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'I'm in the Army Now-' (first column) 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Apr 1942: 2. 
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'I'm in the Army Now-' (second column) 
(The other columns are available in Appendix B) 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Apr 1942: 2. 
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Darwin Deloss Sayers 

Darwin had to sell his farm but went on to earn the Dis�nguished Flying Cross, Air Medal, and 
Purple Heart during 31 missions in Europe. 

Born: 5/20/1918 
Entered: 3/18/1942 
Branch,ID,Rank: USAAC,15080144,1LT 
Medals: Dis�nguished Flying Cross, Air Medal, Purple Heart 
Discharged: 11/10/1945 
Died: 10/3/1989 

Spouse: Bety Jo Moyer Sayers 
Parents: Floyd Ephraim and Cora June Neely Sayers 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Apr 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Jan 1942: 7. 
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Stanley Michael "Stan" Strus 

Stan survived the torpedoing of his oil tanker, and within three months, he survived a second 
torpedoing of the newly-repaired tanker. 

Born: 7/13/1919 
Entered: 12/7/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USMS,,LT.(jg) 
Discharged: 8/15/1945 
Died: 9/28/1994 

Parents: Andrzej "Andrew Joseph" and Antonia Ptasinska Strus 

 

 
Stan Strus (Collec�on of Ruth Widner and Steve Wiseman) - 
www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/161601515/person/352109779682/
media/cd57b660-8ba7-4b9f-b1f1-1c74e2608283. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Apr 1942: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Jun 1942: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 4 Jun 1942: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Mar 1945: 8. 
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Jacob "Jake" Foy 

A�er saying goodbye to two granddaughters, Jake, 42, le� as Pulaski County's first grandfather 
off to war. 

Born: 1/28/1900 
Entered: 7/17/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35359152,PVT 
Discharged: 3/10/1943 
Died: 12/201/1981 

Parents: Harvey M. and Lola McGinnis Foy 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 13 Jul 1942: 2. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Jul 1942: 1. 

 

 
Veterans of Pulaski County. 
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Earl Robert Master 

Given that Earl is going into the service, his mama decides to sell the farm. 

Born: 12/27/1921 
Entered: 7/2/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35359168,TEC4 
Discharged: 10/8/1945 
Died: 3/4/1974 

Parents: Lulu Shine (Chris�an[deceased]) Master 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 21 Jan 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Aug 1942: 2. 
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James Edward "Jim" "Edward" Hair 

In one of his leters to his folks, James wrote that he was “… plenty scared, but … ready to go 
back un�l it’s over.” 

Born: 1/16/1921 
Entered: 2/2/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,16028885,S/SGT 
Medal: Air Medal 
Discharged: 9/27/1945? 
Died: 12/10/1985 

Parents: Milo Edward (Esther Marie S�les[deceased]) Hair 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 3 Sep 1942: 1 
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Michael Joseph "Mike" Bauman Jr. 

Michael earned his Silver Star when he saved his bomber under atack during takeoff by 
manually je�soning more than a ton of bombs and ex�nguishing a fire caused by hot shrapnel. 

Born: 9/14/1919 
Entered: 1/7/1940 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,,Tech. SGT 
Medal: Silver Star 
Discharged:  
Died: 3/5/2008 

Parents: Michael Joseph and Mary Ellen Herrick Bauman Sr. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Sep 1942: 1&2. 

 

 
(Portland).Oregon.Daily.Journal.80.Aug.7❺08¿.8¡.Webpage.
(newspapers¡com)¡ 
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John Reed Phillips 

A navy physician, Dr. John found himself in Londonderry, Northern Ireland, where he 
reconnected with his Indiana University classmate, Ernie Pyle, now a war correspondent. 
 
Born: 2/24/1899 
Entered: 9/23/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,6620784 or 29594,Lt. Cmdr. 
Discharged: 11/12/1945 
Died: 9/4/1964 

Spouse: Fern Maurine Phillips Phillips 
Parents: John Clark and Bertha Fay Reed Phillips 

A�er serving in World War I, Dr. John graduated from Purdue University and completed 
medical school at Indiana University.  He le� his prac�ce for service in World War II. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Aug 1942: 1. 
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At Home with Ernie Pyle, edited by JOHNSON OWEN V., by PYLE 
ERNIE. Indiana University Press, 2016. 24 Jul 1942: 315-316. 

 

 
At Home with Ernie Pyle, edited by JOHNSON OWEN V., by PYLE 
ERNIE. Indiana University Press, 2016. 11 Sep 1942: 192. 
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Dr. John Reed Phillips and Ernie Pyle 

 
Aug 1942 - Londonderry, NI, (Collec�on of Jim Phillips). 
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Wayne William Ricks 
 
Wayne, an avia�on mechanic for the Flying Tigers, was presented to General and Madame 
Chiang-Kai-Shek and received a scarf as a Christmas present from the couple. 
 
Born: 8/31/1915 
Entered: 3/11/1935 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,2914452,COL 
Discharged: 9/24/1942 
Died: 1/13/1990 

Spouse: Lorna Shortland Ricks 
Parents: Omer M. and Elsie Mae Ricks 

 

 
Wayne Ricks (Collec�on of Michael Derham) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/111436006/person/302313740336/

media/1270e20f-bdc5-4a60-b7bb-1ceff900a32d. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Sep 1942: 1. 
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Urban James Kennedy 

Urban was just star�ng his funeral home business and running for coroner when he was dra�ed 
and sent to a Texas Army hospital, probably as a mor�cian. 

Born: 8/7/1909 
Entered: 10/10/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,F-SGT 
Discharged: 10/1/1945 
Died: 11/12/1998 

Parents: Dora Victoria Rohrer (Thomas Nicolas[deceased]) Kennedy 

In 1933, Urban came to Winamac and revolu�onized its funeral business.  Before there were 
dedicated funeral homes, furniture stores prepared the body and sold the casket.  The body 
was then taken home for “viewing”, then burial.  A�er his military service, he con�nued to be 
ac�ve in the community, including serving on the Red Cross, the county war memorial 
commitee, and as the Veterans Affairs county coordinator. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Jan 1939: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Apr 1941: 3. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Oct 1942: 8. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Oct 1942: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Oct 1942: 1. 
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Robert William Farney 

With his two crewmates, Robert “flour-bombed” his folks in Francesville before landing for an 
overnight visit; at war’s end, he daily passed Ernie Pyle’s grave and was present when the 
Japanese arrived for the surrender ceremony. 

Born: 3/31/1916 
Entered: 8/6/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,,M/SGT 
Discharged: 11/15/1945 
Died: 12/28/1997 

Spouse: Laura L. _ Farney 
Parents: William Benjamin and Bessie Florence Lockenour Farney 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 20 Apr 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Oct 1942: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 15 Oct 1942: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 10 Oct 1942: 7. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Se[ 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Oct 1945: 2. 
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Richard Frank "Dick" Dickensheets 

Richard wrote home about his meals and scenery while traveling in a troop train from Florida to 
California; a year later, batle-hardened against the Japanese in the South Pacific, he wants to 
ensure “that those yellow bellies pay for everything they atempt.” 

Born: 10/29/1919 
Entered: 2/19/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35259747,SGT/T4 
Discharged: 9/27/1945? 
Died: 10/13/1967 

Parents: Carl Elmore and Freda Evert Dickensheets 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Mar 1943: 1 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 26 Nov 1942: 1&8. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 4 Nov 1943: 1 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for Charles Frain and Fred Paulson in the middle of the Atlan�c 
Ocean. 

 

Charles Steven Frain 

Born: 2/14/1920 
Entered: <1/15/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,Bugler 1/c 
Discharged: 10/11/1945? 
Died: 5/18/2004 

Spouse: Juanita Fletcher Frain 
Parents: Lew Thomas "Tom" and Alzora 
Albina Kinnear Frain 

Frederick Charles "Fred" Paulsen 

Born: 4/2/1923 
Entered: 12/16/1940? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,, 
Discharged:  
Died:  

 
Parents: Amelia Elizabeth Kalina (Frederick 
Chris�an[deceased]) Paulsen 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Jun 1943: 1 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Aug 1943: 1 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 30 Nov 1942: 11. 
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William Dale "Dale" Fitz 

Dale told of the Pearl Harbor atack a year later at a Winamac Kiwanis mee�ng. 

Born: 2/9/1918 
Entered:  
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,2915678,CCS 
Discharged: 9/19/1945 
Died: 2/20/1991 

Spouse: Angeline Teresa Forte Fitz 
Parents: Jozie Charles "Joe" and Jensie Irene Benham Fitz 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 18 Feb 1943: 1 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Jan 1942: 1 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Dec 1942: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 17 Dec 1942: 1842: 1. 
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John L. Oglesby 

While being held in the guard house at Fort Benjamin Harrison, awai�ng his return to Camp 
Picket, from which John had gone AWOL for a month to marry and visit rela�ves in Harrisburg, 
IL, he escaped but was recaptured a week later. 

Born: 10/21/1922 
Entered: 6/18/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,36038142,PVT 
Discharged: 9/1/1944 
Died: 11/19/1981 

Spouse: Mary Elizabeth He�nger (John L.) Ogelsby (Thomas Alvus) Franks 
Parents: Orley (Dollie A. Beal[divorced]) Oglesby and Dollie A. Beal (Orley) Oglesby (James) 
Johnson  

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 31 Dec 1942: 5. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 7 Jan 1943: 1 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for cousins Ralph Miller and Alvin Shank mee�ng at a canteen door in 
Los Angeles. 

 

Ralph Francis Miller 

Born: 6/11/1916 
Entered: 5/12/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35159979,SSGT 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged: 9/28/1945 
Died: 12/19/2006 

Parents: Frank Anthony and Cecelia C. 
Gilsinger Miller 

Albin Francis "Alvin" Shank 

Born: 2/19/1917 
Entered: 5/12/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35160042,2LT 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged:  
Died: 5/18/2006 

Parents: Bernard "Barney" Frank (Caroline 
"Carrie" E. Gilsinger [deceased]) Shank 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Aug 1943: 1 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Jan 1943: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 31 Dec 1942: 8. 
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