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 At the end of 1943, the published Honor Roll numbered 8.  These men lived in Pulaski County 
at the �me of their enlistment or were very strongly connected to it by blood or marriage. 

 

Designated D-Day, on 6 Jun 1944, 156,000 Allied troops stormed the Normandy coast of 
northern France.  The intent was to place an overwhelming force on the ground to push the 
Germans out of France and end the war in Europe.  The Allies were also coming north from 
Italy. 

By winter, while Germany was reeling from its defeat in Russia, it was s�ll a formidable enemy.  
Germany atempted to retain control over the Allies at the Batle of the Bulge, but failed. 

In the Pacific, the Allies and Japan s�ll batled for control of New Guinea, north of Australia, and 
the Marshall Islands, farther to the northeast.  Closer to Japan, the Allies secured Saipan, Guam, 
and the Philippines. 

 

During 1944, seventy-three of our boys died, four �mes the count of the previous year. 

Although Buck was missing in India and declared dead, his crashed plane wasn’t found for 62 
years.  

Once before he died, Richard, a bombardier, got to see his daughter through his bombsight as 
his plane flew over Pulaski during a training flight.  Ralph had only seen his son in a photograph 
a month before he was killed in ac�on.   Three other fathers weren’t lucky enough to even see 
their babies.  

Nemo drowned in the Solomon Islands. 

The town of Francesville lost Ralph, Raymond, and Ed within three weeks of each other. 

James’ fiancée found out about his death from the newspaper! 

Jack had worked at Kocher’s Meat Market in Winamac before he entered in May 1944. His 
boss, A. E. Kocher, closed his business that same month. Not only had he lost Jack, but his sons, 
Harry and Arthur, had also entered before Jack. A naval pety officer, Harry was killed in the 
European Theater in 1944. Jack died on 29 January 1945, at the end of the Batle of the Bulge in 
Luxembourg. 

Over the years, there were more than 100 occasions when those in service met fellow 
residents, including brothers and cousins. Almost half were coincidental – mee�ng on board a 
large troopship headed to a war zone, in the same or nearby military unit, or in a bar. One 
bitersweet event was the first coincidental mee�ng between brothers, Arthur and Harry, and 
one more mee�ng a year later in 1944, just three months before Harry was killed. 

Having survived the Bataan Death March, Clarence was the only case of “friendly fire” reported 
for Pulaski County.  Sadly, Clarence was predeceased by his wife and daughter some years 
before. 
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Before he died, Forrest earned his Dis�nguished Service Cross, next only to the Medal of Honor. 

Woodrow died on his birthday.  Robert died on Christmas Eve.  Jesse died of hypothermia a�er 
the truck in which he was riding overturned into a ditch on Christmas Day.  And when the year 
1944 ended, so did John. 

Profiles of these and the rest of the servicemen who died in 1944 are in this chapter’s sec�on, 
“The Dead”. 

 

In 1944, besides Forrest’s Dis�nguished Service Cross, at least eight earned the Dis�nguished 
Flying Cross.  At least four earned a Silver Star, and at least nine earned a Bronze Star. Lawrence 
earned a Silver Star in Saipan.  In addi�on to the Silver Star, ul�mately Archie received two 
medals from the Belgians for his part in the Batle of the Bulge.  More Air Medals were earned, 
and, sadly, more Purple Hearts. 

Here are some of the war stories of 1944.  Harold earned his Silver Star during the bridging of 
the Rapido River in Italy, while in an exposed place, repelling two atacks from ar�llery and 
mortar fire and hand grenades.  Challie had enough of the Army in May 1943, but the Army 
didn’t have enough of him when he was found working in a potato field.  Lawrence earned a 
Silver Star when he scaled a cliff under enemy fire and knocked out a protected observa�on 
post with an�-tank grenades, even though he sustained a head wound.  There would be 
another two months of heavy figh�ng before Peleliu Island was secure, as Harold wrote of living 
in foxholes, scanning for lost planes, and filling sandbags.  Donald reported that he was among 
the first Americans to enter Paris and that he wrote that he had never been kissed so much in 
his life in a leter - to his wife!  While in service, Pete ran unopposed for County Treasurer, his 
wife fulfilling his du�es.  Arthur earned a Bronze Star when he exposed himself to draw enemy 
fire, enabling his platoon to discover and knock out enemy posi�ons.  Ray received the Bronze 
Star and the Presiden�al Unit Cita�on, likely for taking Hill 510 with 250 men, of whom only 18 
returned. 

The details of these stories and more are in this chapter’s sec�on, “War Stories”. 

 

There was more war news besides Our Boys in the paper.  Shoe ra�oning began, so now one 
could not only drive but also not even walk there. 

The details of these stories are in this chapter’s sec�on, “Also in the Paper”. 
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This is a summary of the news in print available to most residents of Pulaski County in 1944.  
The primary news sources were two compe�ng local weeklies that focused solely on local news, 
except for government news related to farming.  A nearby daily newspaper provided state, 
na�onal, and interna�onal news, including progress in the war.  There was no internet, no 
television, and minimal news on the radio and in movie theatres. 

For 1944, the Logansport Pharos-Tribune in an adjacent county had 307 issues (daily except 
Sundays and holidays).  About 95% of the major headlines were related to the war.  There were 
also seven headlines associated with the fourth-term candidacy and elec�on of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, and one headline about the founding of the United Na�ons.  The remaining 2% were 
related to other na�onal, state, and local dramas. 

About 10% of the headlines were about bombing Germany before the D-Day invasion of Europe 
on 6 June 1944.  Eight headlines described the D-Day invasion and the ini�al days of figh�ng.  
The march through France and into Germany took another 20% and 21%, respec�vely.  About 
14% of the headlines were related to taking Italy.  Russian successes were chronicled in another 
10% of the headlines, with more than half in Ukraine.  There was 7% related to news from the 
Pacific war zone, and 8% related to elec�on and other war news from Europe. 

Interna�onal News 

In 1943, the fascist Italian government uncondi�onally surrendered to the Allies, but the 
Germans s�ll had to be driven from the country.  This began with a drama�c landing at Anzio 
beach at the "knee" of Italy.  A�er five months of figh�ng, Rome was taken.  Collateral damage 
from the Allied invasion included the eighth-century-old Abbey at Monte Cassino. 

In 1944, Russia finally drove the Germans out.  Throughout this year, they are pushing the 
Germans from Ukraine, Poland, and the Balkans. 

The Allies were bombing Germany. 

On 6 June 1944, the U.S. and other Allied countries landed on the beaches of Normandy.  The 
Americans begin marching across France and into Germany. 

In July, an assassina�on atempt on Hitler failed. 

Na�onal News 

Franklin D. Roosevelt won a fourth term as president.  

The Civilian Conserva�on Corps (CCC) and the Works Progress Administra�on (WPA), two Great 
Depression programs for the unemployed, were abolished as most young men were in service. 

State News 

The U.S. Senator, Frederick Van Nuys, died suddenly.  

Regional News 

A woman set fire at the state mental hospital in the nearby city of Logansport, about 20 miles 
from Pulaski County. 
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Local News 

Pop Keller's lumberyard, a long-established business, burns. 

John, 53, sold his butcher shop because his sons, Arthur and Harry, and his butcher, Jack, went 
off to war. Harry died later that year, and Jack would die a year later. 

Don, 48, a local car dealer and ac�ve in civic affairs, was killed in a truck crash. 

Nancy, 15, a popular girl, contracts polio. 

On Christmas Day, a fire destroyed four buildings in nearby Francesville. 

Neighbors picked corn for the family of a deceased farmer and for Howard, who had badly 
burned his hand. 

 

Local Dramas 

In the early months of 1944, Fuzzy’s an�cs included behaving in a loud and boisterous manner, 
disorderly conduct, discharging a weapon, and smashing a woman’s windows. 

Duke, a dog, was sold by his master in Tennessee during a trip from Indiana to Florida; a�er a 
trek home of over 600 miles, Duke found no one at home. 

Plans were on again, off again, for a locker plant where residents could purchase meat in bulk 
and store it if they did not have full-size freezers at home. 

Oscar, 54, long�me town marshal, quits a�er losing elec�on for sheriff. 

Joe's ex-wife, Barbara, 27, having divorced him four years ago for drunkenness, joined the 
Women's Marine Corps. 

Lady, a dog, was safely sheltered in an empty vinegar barrel during a barn fire; Harry, her 
owner, was away at war and would be lost at sea four months later. 

A judge lectured 40 boys and girls a�er property was destroyed when kids from two towns 
clashed. 

 

News for the Future 

There were events, great and small, that were unknown to residents of Pulaski County in 1944 
but would prove important in the future. 

In January, the Batle of Monte Cassino began.  The Allies assumed that German ar�llery was 
directed from this eight-century-old mountaintop monastery.  Therefore, the monastery was 
demolished, a�er which it was discovered that it was not the case. 
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Hungarian Jews were star�ng to be deported to the concentra�on camp at Auschwitz in 
Poland.  Hiding in Amsterdam, Ann Frank’s family was discovered, arrested, and sent to 
Auschwitz; she and her sister were soon transferred to the concentra�on camp at Bergen-
Belsen in Germany, where she died in 1945, aged 15. 

In August, the founda�on of the United Na�ons was laid by representa�ves from the U.S., 
Britain, China, France, and the Soviet Union. 

The Batle of Leyte Gulf near the Philippines was the largest and last naval batle of World War 
II, and a victory for the Allies. 
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The popular music of 1944 included: 

Pistol Packin' Mama Al Dexter 

Pistol Packin' Mama Bing Crosby & The Andrews Sisters 

Paper Doll The Mills Brothers 

You'll Never Know Dick Haymes 

I've Heard That Song Before Harry James with Helen Forrest  

Sunday, Monday or Always Bing Crosby 

That Old Black Magic Glenn Miller 

As Time Goes By Rudy Vallee 

Comin' in on a Wing & a Prayer The Song Spinners 

Taking A Chance On Love Benny Goodman 

In the Blue of the Evening Tommy Dorsey & Frank Sinatra 

All or Nothing at All Frank Sinatra 

For Me & My Gal Judy Garland & Gene Kelly 

Oh, What a Beau�ful Mornin' Bing Crosby & Trudy Erwin 

You'd Be So Nice to Come Home to Dinah Shore 

Brazil (Aquarela do Brasil) Xavier Cugat 

Don't Get Around Much Anymore Duke Ellington 

People Will Say We're in Love Bing Crosby & Trudy Erwin 

Why Don't You Fall In Love With Me? Dinah Shore 

It Can't Be Wrong Dick Haymes 

 

The most popular movies of 1944 were: 

Going My Way  Bing Crosby 
Meet Me in St. Louis Judy Garland 
Since You Went Away Claudete Colbert, Jennifer Jones, Joseph Coten, Shirley Temple 
Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo Van Johnson, Robert Walker, Spencer Tracy 
The Story of Dr. Wassell Gary Cooper, Laraine Day 
The White Cliffs of Dover Irene Dunne 
A Guy Named Joe Spencer Tracy, Irene Dunne 
Hollywood Canteen Joan Leslie, Robert Huton, Dane Clark 
To Have and Have Not Humphrey Bogart, Walter Brennan, Lauren Bacall 
Bathing Beauty Red Skelton, Esther Williams 
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Charles David “Buck” Ginn 

Buck’s plane was found in India 62 years a�er it crashed. 

Born: 1/2/1922 
Entered: 12/30/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,15084114,SSGT 
Medals: Air Medal, Dis�nguished Flying Cross, Purple Heart 
Died: 1/25/1944 

Parents: William Uriel "Jack" and Ruth Ester Knecht Ginn 

On 25 January 1944, Buck Ginn, 24, was reported missing in ac�on as engineer of a B-24 
Liberator bomber on a flight from China to India.  Two years later, he was declared dead.  He 
served 37 months, including in the Pacific war zone.  He was awarded the Dis�nguished Flying 
Cross, the Air Medal, and the Purple Heart.  He had an uncle in Winamac. He was memorialized 
on the Walls of the Missing, Manila American Cemetery, Taguig City, Philippines. 

On 7 December 2006, his plane, B-24J #42-73308, was located in Damrah, Arunachal Pradesh, 
India.  His body was likely at the scene of the crash. 

 

 
Buck Ginn (Collec�on of B24CoPilotNiece) - 
findagrave.com/memorial/56770276/charles-david-ginn#view-
photo=131768664. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Feb 1944: 1. 
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Buck Ginn (Kneeling right) (Collec�on of B24CoPilotNiece) - findagrave.com/memorial/56770276/charles-david-ginn#view-photo=131721077. 
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Cameron Neil Somsel 

In a recent leter sent home, Cameron reported 10 successful bombing runs. 

Born: 2/20/1924 
Entered: 8/19/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,16085547,SSGT 
Medals: Air Medal, Purple Heart 
Died: 1/25/1944 

Parents: Harvey Othnel and Alice Hester Brewer Somsel 

On 25 January 1944, Cameron Somsel, 20, was killed in ac�on in the Pacific war zone.  He was 
awarded the Air Medal and the Purple Heart.  His family formerly resided in Medaryville.  He 
was memorialized on the Walls of Missing in Ac�on at the Manila American Cemetery in Taguig 
City, Philippines. 

 

 
Petoskey (MI) News-Review 2 Feb 1944: 3. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Feb 1944: 1. 
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Charles Milton Caster 

According to the 1934-1936 California Voter Registra�on, Charles Caster was a printer in 
Bakersfield, CA, and according to the 1941 and 1944 Bakersfield City Directories, he was a 
mechanic. 

Born: 12/15/1904 
Entered: 2/20/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,39020056,SSGT 
Died: 2/1/1944 

Parents: Charles M and Susie R. Cronson Caster 

On 1 February 1944, Charles Caster, 40, was killed in a motorcycle accident in Bakersfield, CA.  
He served 24 months.  He had a married sister living in Star City.  He was buried in Greenlawn 
Cemetery and Mortuary, Bakersfield, CA. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Feb 1944: 1. 
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Richard James Roth 

Once before he died, Richard, a bombardier, got to see his daughter through his bombsight as 
his plane flew over Pulaski during a training flight. 

Born: 3/17/1917 
Entered: 3/22/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USACC,15080200/O-739117,1LT 
Medal: Air Medal 
Died: 2/3/1944 

Spouse: Dorothy I. Fox Roth 
Parents: William Theodore and Gertrude Mary Senn Roth 

On 3 February 1944, Richard Roth, 27, ini�ally reported as missing in ac�on, was killed as the 
plane on which he was bombardier collided with another over the North Sea.  The plane was 
returning to England a�er bombing Wilhelmshaven, Germany.  He was awarded the Air Medal 
and the Purple Heart.  He served 18 months, including 8 months in the European war zone.  He 
was from Winamac.  He was buried at the Tablets of the Missing at the Cambridge American 
Cemetery in Cambridge, England.  He was married with one child. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Sep 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Jun 1943: 1&2. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 17 Jun 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Oct 1943: 4. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 24 Feb 1944: 1. 



1944: In the Thick of It – The Dead 
 

21 Dec 2025 ©2025, Jim Phillips Page 13 of 237 

 
[A nephew tries to reassure his uncle and 
aunt of his cousin’s status.] 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Mar 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 15 Feb 1945: 1. 
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[Sadly, the nephew died a year later.] 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Jul 1945: 1. 
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Harold Alfred Hartman 

While his picture appeared in the July 27 issue of the Democrat, Harold was missing in ac�on in 
February. 

Born: 2/25/1921 
Entered: 2/4/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35090727,PFC 
Died: 2/13/1944 

Spouse: Dorothy Lizenby Hartmann 
Parents: Herman Albert "Albert" and Anna Kotschke Hartman IL 

On 13 February 1944, Harold Hartman, 23, a�er being reported missing, was killed in ac�on in 
Italy.  He served 12 months, including 4 months in the North African and European war zones.  
He lived in Denham and Medaryville.  He was buried in the Denham Cemetery.  He was married 
with a child. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Jul 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Aug 1944: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Aug 1944: 1. 
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Robert Warren “Bob” Gus�n 

Bob’s momma donates blood on the first anniversary of his death. 

Born: 10/19/1923 
Entered: 3/1/1943? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,PFC 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 2/20/1944 

Parents: Marion Elmo "Elmo" and Ada Fern Parker Gus�n 

On 20 February 1944, Bob Gus�n, 20, ini�ally reported as missing in ac�on, was killed in Italy.  
He served for 11 months, including 5 months in the European war zone.  He was posthumously 
awarded the Purple Heart.  He lived most of his life in Winamac.  He was buried in the 
Cemetery in Elwood. 

 

 
(Elwood IN) Call-Leader 12 Jul 1940: 5. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 8 Jun 1944: 1. 

 

 
(Elwood IN) Call-Leader 19 Feb 1945: 1. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Nemo Conceil Hancock, Jr. 

Nemo was wounded nine months before his death. 

Born: 11/1/1922 
Entered: 12/30/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,349131,PFC 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 2/20/1944 

Parents: Nemo C. and Effie Lorraine Pucket Hancock 

On 20 February 1944, Nemo Hancock, 21, drowned in the Solomon Islands, likely on Russell 
Island near Guadalcanal.  He served 27 months, including 25  months in the Pacific war zone.  
He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He was known in Winamac based on visits to an aunt.  He 
was buried in Fairview Cemetery in Tipton. 

 

 
Nemo Hancock (Collec�on of AnnaMSheets) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/85519582/person/34523791535/me

dia/4eb73e1e-396a-49e8-81d7-7e173d510f66 

 

 
Tipton (IN) Daily Tribune 16 Aug 1943: 4. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Indianapolis (IN) Star 16 Aug 1943: 10. 
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1944-02-21 - Nemo's death - vetrecs.archives.org. 
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Tipton (IN) Daily Tribune 7 Mar 1944: 1. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Mar 1944: 1. 
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Tipton (IN) Daily Tribune 24 May 1944: 1&6. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Tipton (IN) Daily Tribune 26 Oct 1946: 1&6. Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Ralph Fredrick Steffel 

Ralph was a star basketball player and the first of three Francesville boys to die within three 
weeks of each other. 

Born: 5/13/1918 
Entered: 10/9/1940 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,15059736,PFC 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 2/24/1944 

Parents: James and Mary Belle Harper Steffel 

On 24 February 1944, Ralph Steffel, 25, died of wounds in a hospital incurred on February 2 in 
Sicily.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He was a na�ve of Francesville.  He served 41 
months, including 16 months in the North Africa and European war zone.  He was from 
Francesville.  He was buried in Roseland Cemetery in Francesville. 

 

 
Ralph Steffel (Collec�on of Richard Blunk) - 

findagrave.com/memorial/145107571/ralph-fredrick-

steffel#view-photo=268675255 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Mar 1944: 1. 
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Howard Macklin Blomberg 

Howard had just earned his wings two months before. 

Born: 12/25/1921 
Entered: 8/10/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,16080699,2LT 
Died: 3/4/1944 

Spouse: Gertrude Rater Blomberg 
Parents: Paul Stanley and Thelma "Talma" Ber�ne Torgersen Blomberg 

On 4 March 1944, Howard Blomberg, 23, died in a plane crash at Tallahassee, FL.  He served 19 
months.  His wife was from Denham.  He was buried in Fairmont Willow Hills Cemetery in 
Willow Springs, IL.  He was married. 

 

 
Chicago (IL) Tribune 8 Mar 1944: 7. Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Mar 1944: 1. 
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Albert Charles “Junior” McLochlin Jr. 

Upon learning of Junior’s death, his aunt made efforts to locate his father, working in South 
Bend. 

Born: 8/30/1924 
Entered: 9/2/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,15331134,PVT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 3/4/1944 

Parents: Albert Charles (Mabel Emma Musselman[deceased]) McLochlin 

On 4 March 1944, Junior McLochlin, 19, was killed in ac�on during the invasion of Los Negros in 
the Admiralty Islands.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He served 18 months, including 
8 months in the Pacific war zone.  His parents formerly lived in Star City.  He was buried in St. 
Anne's Cemetery in Kewanna. 

 

 
Junior McLochlin (Collec�on of pmclark) - ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/2949630/person/6153463668/medi

a/299e748d-2375-44da-9e85-e8ba17434ff3 

 

 
(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 18 Apr 1944: 1. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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[His death was not men�oned in the local 
weeklies at the �me.] 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Jul 1949: 1. 
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Raymond Keith Robinson 

Killed on the Monte Cassino batlefield, Raymond was married for five days when he entered, 
and the second of three Francesville boys to die within three weeks of each other. 

Born: 9/22/1918 
Entered: 7/18/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35164679,SGT or T/5 
Medals: Dis�nguished Flying Cross, Air Medal, Purple Heart 
Died: 3/6/1944 

Spouse: Ilene Holl Robinson 
Parents: True Ivel Orville and Hazel Lowry Robinson 

On 6 March 1944, Raymond Robinson, 25, was killed in ac�on in Cascina, Italy.  He served 45 
months, including about 12 months in the European war zone.  He lived in Francesville.  He was 
buried in Roseland Cemetery in Francesville.  He was married. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Jun 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Mar 1944: 1. 
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William Mar�n "Nick" Wason 

A year into service, Nick was killed without seeing his baby daughter. 

Born: 5/11/1911 
Entered: 3/6/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,36476004,PFC 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 3/9/1944 

Spouse: Ellen Elizabeth "Bety" Wason 
Parents: William B. and Celia Newcomer Wason 

On 9 Mar 1944, Nick, 32, was killed in ac�on on Bougainville Island.  He served 12 months, 
including in the Pacific war zone.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He had rela�ves in Pulaski 
County.  He was married with children.  He was buried at Fort William McKinley/Manila 
American Cemetery in Manila, Philippines. 

 

 
(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 30 Mar 1944: 11. Website (newspapers.com). 
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Edward Albert “Eddie” Liebing 

Eddie was the last of three Francesville boys to die within three weeks of each other. 

Born: 11/12/1920 
Entered: 3/19/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,0-736264,1LT 
Medals: Dis�nguished Flying Cross, Air Medal 
Died: 3/16/1944 

Parents: Johanna A. Schubert (Carl Albert[deceased]) Liebing 

On 16 Mar 1944, Eddie Liebing, 23, was killed in ac�on pilo�ng a P-47 Thunderbolt fighter in 
Italy.  He served 23 months, including in North African and European war zones.  He had moved 
to Francesville as a child.  He was buried in Roseland Cemetery in Francesville. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Apr 1944: 1. 
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Ora Lee “Bliz” Harrell 

A month a�er receiving the Air Medal, Ora was gone. 

Born: 7/25/1921 
Entered: 10/15/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35374677,SSGT 
Medal: Air Medal 
Died: 3/18/1944 

Spouse: Bety Saberniak Harrell 
Parents: Ross D. and Dessie Pearl Elea Harrell 

On 18 March 1944, Bliz Harrell, 23, reported missing in ac�on, was killed in ac�on near 
Freiberg, Germany.  He was an engineer on a B24 Liberator bomber.  Just months before, he 
was awarded the Air Medal.  He served 21 months, including 9 months in the European war 
zone.  He was from Winamac.  He was buried in Winamac (IN) Cemetery.  He was married with 
a child. 

 

 
Bliz Harrell and crewmates (Collec�on of John Dowdy) - findagrave.com/memorial/26171433/ora-l-harrell#view-photo=86125057 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 May 1944: 1. 

 

 
(Munster IN) Times 22 Jun 1944: 1. Web (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Jun 1944: 1. 
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William Eugene Bloom 

William’s mother in Canada missed his Winamac funeral due to a heart atack. 

Born: 8/4/1923 
Entered: 10/1/1942? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,19146431,SGT 
Medal: Presiden�al Unit Cita�on, Purple Heart 
Died: 3/29/1944 

Parents: Riley C. and Loroe Mae Carlin Bloom 

On 29 March 1944, William Bloom, 20, was killed in ac�on as a waist gunner on a B-17 Flying 
Fortress.  He served from 1942, including one month in the European war zone.  He was 
awarded a Purple Heart.  Born in Canada, he lived as a child in Jefferson Township, then moved 
to Vancouver, Bri�sh Columbia, at the age of five.  He was buried in the Winamac Cemetery. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Jul 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Jun 1944: 1. 
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Albert Theodore Ross, Jr. 

Albert’s remains were buried together with two of his crewmates in Louisville, KY, equidistant 
from each of the three families.  His momma and Foster Vogel’s momma were sisters as well as 
Gold Star Mothers. 

Born: 10/28/1915 
Entered: 1/21/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,O-747550,2LT 
Medals: Silver Star, Air Medal, Purple Heart 
Died: 4/3/1944 

Parents: Albert T. and Florence Pearl Demoss Ross Sr. 

On 3 April 1944, Albert Ross, 28, ini�ally reported missing in ac�on, was killed as pilot on a B-17 
Flying Fortress bomber over Hungary.  He served 26 months, including in the European war 
zone.  He was posthumously awarded the Silver Star, the Air Medal, and the Purple Heart.  He 
was from Monterey.  He was buried in Zachary Taylor Military Cemetery in Louisville, KY. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 3 Aug 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 18 Oct 1945: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Jun 1949: 1. 
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Ralph Wayne Degner 

Wayne earned his wings and commission a year before his death. 

Born: 6/9/1920 
Entered: 5/13/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,15095675/O-801839,2LT 
Died: 4/29/1944 

Parents: Rowe Omer and Iva Mae Wilson Degner 

On 29 April 1944, Wayne Degner,23, was killed during a training flight in England.  He served 23 
months, including one month in the European war zone.  He was a lifelong resident of Pulaski 
County.  He was buried in Winamac Cemetery. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Feb 1940: 2. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 May 1943: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 May 1944: 1. 

 

  



1944: In the Thick of It – The Dead 
 

21 Dec 2025 ©2025, Jim Phillips Page 37 of 237 

James Herbert "Herb" Fletcher 

Herb worked his way up from National Guard infantry to Air Corps aircraft mechanic, then pilot, 
and had just arrived at the air base the week before his fatal flight. 

Born: 3/8/1920 
Entered: 4/24/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,O-819677 or 20506741,2LT 
Died: 5/2/1944 

Parents: John Roy and Golda May "Goldie" Henninger Fletcher 

 

On 2 May 1944, Herb, 24, died piloting a B-24 bomber that crashed out of Charleston Army Air 
Force Base.  He had served for 44 months, including time in the infantry and as an aviation 
mechanic.  He had an uncle and three cousins in Pulaski County.  He was buried in Abbottsville, 
OH. 

 

 
The (Greenville OH) Daily Advocate 14 Apr 1944: 3. 

 

 
The (Greenville OH) Daily Advocate 20 Oct 1941: 1. 
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The (Greenville OH) Daily Advocate 25 Nov 1941: 6. 
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The (Greenville OH) Daily Advocate 20 Sep 1943: 5. 

 

 
The (Greenville OH) Daily Advocate 7 Jan 1944: 3. 

 

 
The (Greenville OH) Daily Advocate 5 Feb 1944: 6. 
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Florence (SC) Morning News 4 May 1944: 4. 

 

 
The Dayton (OH) Herald 4 May 1944: 16. 
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The (Greenvlile OH) Daily Advocate 5 May 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 May 1944: 1. 
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Robert Richard “Richard” Cook 

Richard died on his sixth bombing mission. 

Born: 12/21/1921 
Entered: 7/1/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC, 15095982/O-698870,2LT 
Medals: Air Medal, Purple Heart 
Died: 5/24/1944 

Parents: Ruby Merl Mooney (Robert[deceased]) Cook 

On 24 May 1944, Robert Cook, 22, ini�ally reported as missing in ac�on, was killed in ac�on 
over Lanau, Austria.  He served 23 months, including a few months in the European war zone.  
He was awarded the Air Medal and the Purple Heart.  He had a brother in Francesville.  He was 
buried in the Lorraine American Cemetery in St Avold, France. 

 

 
Richard Cook (Collec�on of Dwight 'Andy' Anderson) 

findagrave.com/memorial/56653943/robert-richard-cook#view-

photo=181772382 

 

 
(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 7 Jul 1944: 4. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Jul 1944: 1. 
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James Franklin Barnard 

James’ fiancée found out about his death from the newspaper! 

Born: 12/29/1920 
Entered:  
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,315504,ENS 
Died: 5/27/1944 

Parents: Edwin and Mollie Ruth Seybold Barnard 
Fiancée: Miss Dorothy Jean Denny 

On 27 May 1944, James Barnard, 24, died in Manila, Philippines.  He had rela�ves in 
Francesville.  He was buried in Manila American Cemetery in Taguig City, Philippines. 

 

 
Indianapolis (IN) Star 10 Jun 1944: 24. 

Webpage (newspapers.com) 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Jun 1944: 1. 

 

 
(Knightstown IN) Tri-County Banner 16 Jun 1944: 8. 

Webpage (newspapers.com) 
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Edward Alvin “Edwin” Troutman 

On its first mission to the Politz oil refineries, Edwin’s plane was hit, and he did not survive the 
mid-air explosion. 

Born: 6/29/1914 
Entered: 4/18/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35352584,SSGT 
Medals: Air Medal, Purple Heart 
Died: 5/29/1944 

Parents: Charles O. and Josephine "Josie" Emily Barnet Troutman 

On 29 May 1944, Edward Troutman, 30, previously reported as missing in ac�on, was killed 
over Gueltz, Germany.  He served 25 months, including 6 months in the European war zone.  He 
was a gunner on a B-24 Liberator.  He was awarded the Air Medal.  He had family in Kewanna.  
He was buried in Shaffer Cemetery in Kewanna. 

 

 
Edwin Troutman (Collec�on of Katrina16) - ancestry.com 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 13 Jul 1944: 1. 
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Details of death (Collection of Member #47791572) findagrave.com/memorial/67801484/edward-a-troutman 
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Ralph H. Koebcke 

Ralph had only seen his son in a photograph a month before he was killed in ac�on. 

Born: 4/12/1919 
Entered: 3/15/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,15095168,TSGT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 6/3/1944 

Spouse: Mary Frances "Too�e" Fitzpatrick Koebcke 
Parents: Herman Carl Mar�n and Ida Wilhelmina Chris�na Jentz Koebcke 

On 3 June 1944, Ralph Koebcke, 24, reported missing in ac�on, was killed in ac�on near Milan, 
Italy.  He was the radioman/gunner on a bomber returning from a mission.  He served 32 
months, including 14 months in the European war zone.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He 
was from Francesville.  He was buried in the Florence American Cemetery in Impruneta, Italy.  
He was married with a child. 

 

 
Ralph Koebcke in flight suit (Collec�on of Richard Placke) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/169373028/person/322221161193/

media/8fcd2991-b8a7-4d65-89da-0caf84d8d�0 

 

 
(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 4 Jul 1944: 13. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 



1944: In the Thick of It – The Dead 
 

21 Dec 2025 ©2025, Jim Phillips Page 49 of 237 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 2 Nov 1944: 1. 
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Robert Junior ”Junior” Foust 

Junior lost his life during Opera�on Overlord on D-Day. 

Born: 2/6/1922 
Entered: 11/5/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank:,,PVT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 6/6/1944 

Parents: Worden Beecher "Red" and Vesta Mae Fanning Foust 

On 6 June 1944, Junior Foust, 22, ini�ally reported as missing in ac�on, was killed in ac�on in 
France on D-Day.  He was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart.  He was a former resident 
of Pulaski County.  He was buried in the Jefferson Cemetery in Upland. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Oct 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Aug 1944: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Nov 1944: 1. 

 

 

  



Our Boys: A Community During World War II 
 

21 Dec 2025 ©2025, Jim Phillips Page 52 of 237 

Harold Vance “Buddy” Duggleby 

Buddy is specifically named by the French at the 1st and 14th Pilot Memorial near Camaret-sur-
Mer. France. 

Born: 4/2/1923 
Entered: 12/7/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,16079211,1LT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 6/15/1944 

Parents: Alfred Waldby "Wad" and Ruby Grace White Duggleby 

On 15 June 1944, Buddy Duggleby, 21, was killed in ac�on by an�-aircra� fire over Plan de Dieu 
airfield in France as the pilot of a P-38 fighter.  He served 24 months, including in the European 
war zone.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  His uncle lived in Winamac.  He was buried in 
Weston Cemetery in Rensselaer. 

 

 
Harold Duggleby in flight suit (Collec�on of Jennifer Boorman) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/111878962/person/342229042638/

media/3063b8fc-be4c-4dcd-8db8-801467a2b0a0 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 17 Aug 1944: 1. 
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1st and 14th FG Memorial 

 
16 Apr 2005. Webpage(uswarmemorials.org). 

 
1st and 14th FG Memorial (detail #1) 

 
16 Apr 2005. Webpage(uswarmemorials.org). 

 
1st and 14th FG Memorial (detail #2) 

 
16 Apr 2005. Webpage(uswarmemorials.org). 
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Horace Allan "Allan" Lawler 

A West Point graduate, Allan was declared dead two years a�er he was missing in ac�on in 
Burma, and with his older brother, Jack, killed in ac�on, their parents are le� to mourn their 
only children. 

Born: 6/1/1919 
Entered:  
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,0024711,1LT 
Medals: Air Medal, Purple Heart 
Died: 6/19/1944 

Parents: Horace Joseph "Curley" and Bess A. "Bessie" Mopps Lawler 

On 19 June 1944, Allan Lawler, 25, was reported missing in ac�on in Burma.  He was declared 
dead on 8 February 1946.  He had rela�ves in Winamac.  He is memorialized at the Manila 
American Cemetery and Memorial in Manila, Philippines. 
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Allan Lawler, 1942 (Collec�on of Kevin Davenport) - 
ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/208891/person/301177149/media/e
d40aa06-24bc-4545-814c-9f8c364baaaa 

 

 
Allan Lawler (West Point) (Collection of Kevin Davenport) - 
ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/208891/person/301177149/media/0
55ef7ad-8a49-4558-94a8-0d062983dae9. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Apr 1945: 1. 
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Jesse Mar�n Brown 

Jesse’s mother received a leter from an English family who hosted her son for Christmas, but 
did not know of his death the following year. 

Born: 9/23/1923 
Entered: 2/12/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35092572,PVT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 6/27/1944 

Parents: Elmer Leroy and Ella May Shackelford Brown 

On 27 June 1944, Jesse Brown, 21, who was first reported missing in ac�on, was killed in ac�on 
in France.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He served 16 months, including 13 months in the 
European war zone.  He was from Monterey.  He was buried in the Normandy American 
Cemetery, Colleville-sur-Mer, France. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Aug 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Aug 1944: 1&2. 
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Forrest Leroy Kelly 

Forrest’s momma entered the Air WACs as a “crypto-technician” three months before he was 
killed. 

Born: 1/26/1917 
Entered: 9/23/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,1LT 
Medals: Dis�nguished Service Cross, Purple Heart 
Died: 6/30/1944 

Spouse: Carlyn Rose Younker Kelly 
Parents: Mary Esther "Esther" Hickin (James Ulric) Kelly (?) von Son 

On 30 June 1944, Forrest Kelly, 27, was seriously wounded and assumed dead a�er capture at 
St. Lo, France.  He was declared dead in July 1945.  He was awarded the Dis�nguished Service 
Cross and the Purple Heart.  He had rela�ves in Monterey.  He was buried at the Normandy 
American Cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, France.  He was married. 

 

 
Culver (IN) Citizen 5 Apr 1944: 5. Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Culver (IN) Citizen 9 Aug 1944: 10. Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 

 
Culver (IN) Citizen 17 Jan 1945: 7. Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Jul 1945: 1. 
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William “Bill” Charles Eugene Mayfield 

Bill was the son of a physician. 

Born: 10/23/1921 
Entered: 4/26/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,15400507,PFC 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 7/13/1944 

Parents: Viola Laura Gates (Dr. Charles Eugene[deceased]) Mayfield 

On 13 Jul 1944, Bill Mayfield, 22, was killed in ac�on.  He served 16 months, including in the 
European war zone.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He had friends or rela�ves in Pulaski 
County.  He was buried in Walnut Ridge Cemetery in Jeffersonville.  He was married. 

 

 
MayfieldW - Bill Mayfield class picture (Collec�on of klevier28) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/65290735/person/352218423638/m

edia/95284a3b-81a5-4aa3-bb9b-3004c2395997 - World War II, gp 

 

 
(Valparaiso IN) Vidette-Messenger 10 Aug 1944: 10. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 31 Aug 1944: 1. 

 



1944: In the Thick of It – The Dead 
 

21 Dec 2025 ©2025, Jim Phillips Page 61 of 237 

Howard Kenneth White 

Howard was among the first to join a�er Pearl Harbor. 

Born: 3/14/1917 
Entered: 1/20/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35253750/O-1168133,2LT 
Medals: Dis�nguished Flying Cross, Air Medal, Purple Heart 
Died: 7/14/1944 

Parents: Harrison "Harry" and Flora Fay "Flossie" Veirs White 

On 14 July 1944, Howard White, 27, was reported as missing in ac�on as co-pilot of a returning 
B-24 Liberator bomber over Budapest, Hungary.  A�er 1 year, he was declared dead.  He was 
awarded the Dis�nguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal, and the Purple Heart.  He served 30 
months, including 4 months in the European war zone.  He was from Beaver Twp.  He was 
buried in the Tippecanoe Cemetery near Winamac. 

 

 
Howard K. White Website (honorstates.org). 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Aug 1944: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Sep 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Jul 1945: 1. 
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Harold Joseph Jolly 

Harold was one of four brothers in service. 

Born: 2/3/1924 
Entered: 3/2/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35094957,PFC 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 7/17/1944 

Parents: Elizabeth Catherine Braun Jolly and Peter "Pete" Daniel Jolly 

On 17 July 1944, Harold Jolly, 20, was killed in ac�on in Saint-Patrice-de-Claids, France.  He was 
awarded the Purple Heart.  He served 15 months, including 10 months in the European war 
zone.  He was a former resident of Winamac.  He was buried in Mount Hope Cemetery in 
Logansport. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Aug 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Aug 1944: 1. 
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Allen Keith Sanders 

Keith’s sister, 16, was killed in an automobile accident four months earlier. 

Born: 4/19/1925 
Entered: 4/1/1943? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,868626,PFC 
Died: 7/21/1944 

Parents: Ozie Leonard and Ferry Mae Ballard Sanders 

On 21 July 1944, Keith Sanders, 19, was killed when hit by gunfire in ac�on on Guam.  He served 
16 months, including 8 months in the Pacific war zone.  He had rela�ves in Medaryville.  He was 
buried in the Independence Cemetery in Baileys Corners. 

 

 
Allen Keith “Keith” Sanders. 15 Jul 1943. Na�onal Personnel 

Records Center, Na�onal Archives. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Oct 1944: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 12 Oct 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Nov 1944: 1. 
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Marion Henry Appel 

Marion’s momma frequently received leters from him, and a�er he was killed, she received 
leters from his Captain, a visit from his buddy, and pictures of his grave. 

Born: 5/7/1922 
Entered: 10/15/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,468647,PFC 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 7/22/1944 

Parents: Nellie Delight Disinger (Oto Konstanzer[deceased]) Appel 

On 22 July 1944, Marion Appel, 22, was killed in ac�on by a hand grenade the day a�er landing 
in Guam.  He was a machine gunner.  He was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart.  He 
served 22 months, including 18 months in the Pacific war zone.  He atended grade school and 
high school in Ripley.  He was buried in the cemetery in Winamac. 

 

 
1942-10-23 - Marion Appel (DD-214) - Na�onal Personnel Records 

Center 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Apr 1943: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Sep 1943: 2. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Oct 1943: 2. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Mar 1944: 2. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 21 Aug 1944: 5. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Aug 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 24 Aug 1944: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Feb 1945: 2. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Aug 1945: 2. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Mar 1946: 8. 
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Orlando Bapst 

According to the 1930 US Census, Orlando was one of sixteen children. 
 
Born: 4/5/1922 
Entered: 10/11/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35449196,PFC 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 7/24/1944 

Parents: Philip William and Margaret Ophellia Offenbaker Bapst 

On 24 July 1944, Orlando Bapst, 22, died leading his squad against the Germans.  He is recorded 
to have entered from Pulaski County, Indiana, but his life appears to begin and end in Ohio.  He 
was buried in Beaver, OH. 

 

 
Washington Court House (OH) Record-Herald 15 Jun 1945: 3. Website (newspapers.com). 
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Robert Lee “Bobby” Baske 

Bobby was the first Winamac boy to be killed in the war. 

Born: 4/24/1925 
Entered: 9/2/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35893764,CPL 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 8/2/1944 

Parents: Harry Chester and Irene Emma Bracher Baske 

On 2 August 1944, Bobby Baske, 19, was killed in ac�on in France.  He served 11 months in the 
infantry, including 4 months in the European war zone and D-Day.  He was awarded the Purple 
Heart.  He was a resident of Winamac.  He is buried at the Normandy American Cemetery in 
Colleville-sur-Mer, France. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Dec 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 31 Aug 1944: 1. 
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Robert E. “Bob” Fahler 

Bob was one of three Star City fatali�es honored with a memorial flagpole at the Star City 
school. 

Born: 7/21/1925 
Entered: 12/20/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35899874,PVT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 8/6/1944 

Parents: William Edward "Ed" and Amy Fern Thomas Fahler 

On 6 August 1944, Bob Fahler, 19, was killed in ac�on in France.  He served 8 months, including 
2 months in the European war zone.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He was a lifelong 
resident of Star City.  He was buried in Britany American Cemetery in Montjoie Saint Mar�n, 
France. 

 

 
Veterans of Pulaski County. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 29 Aug 1944: 7. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Jun 1948: 1. 
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Chester Norbert “C.N.”  Czuchalski 

C.N. was granted leave to sit for his bar exam. 

Born: 5/31/1918 
Entered: 5/28/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,36666142,PVT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 8/12/1944 

Parents: Lawrence Edwin and Janina Margarita Smielewski Czuchalski 

On 12 August 1944, “C.N.” Czuchalski, 26, was killed in ac�on in France.  He served 15 months, 
including in the European war zone.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He had a cousin in 
Pulaski County.  He was buried in the Resurrec�on Cemetery in Jus�ce, IL. 

 

 
Chicago (IL) Tribune 11 Jul 1943: 127. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Oct 1944: 1. 
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Howard Francis Jordan 

In a leter to his momma a week before his death, Howard wrote that the phase of the war was 
“serious business”. 

Born: 1/1/1914 
Entered: 1/11/1944 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35901240,PVT 
Died: 8/18/1944 

Spouse: Virginia Faye Hazelgrove Jordan 
Parents: Maude Ethel Casey (George Mount[deceased]) Jordan (Philip) Bergdolt 

On 18 August 1944, Howard Jordan, 30, ini�ally reported as wounded, was killed in ac�on in 
France.  He served 8 months, including 1 month in the European war zone.  Un�l adolescence, 
he lived in Pulaski County.  He was buried in the cemetery in Remington.  He was married with 
four children. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Sep 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Feb 1949: 1. 
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Foster D. Vogel 

Foster’s momma got a leter from him a week before his death.  His momma and Albert Ross’s 
momma were sisters, as well as both Gold Star Mothers. 

Born: 9/25/1913 
Entered: 10/2/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35895974,CPL 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 8/30/1944 

Spouse: Hilda Houghton Vogel 
Parents: Eva L. Demos (Mar�n L.[deceased]) Vogel 

On 30 August 1944, Foster Vogel, 30, was killed in ac�on in Bretagne, France.  He served 11 
months, including 3 months in the European war zone.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He 
lived most of his life in Monterey.  Britany American Cemetery in Montjoie Saint Mar�n, 
France.  He was married. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 May 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Sep 1944: 1. 
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Charles Harvie Hill 

Charles le� a wife and two children, aged 4 years and 18 months. 

Born: 8/20/1915 
Entered: 2/1/1944 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35243921,PVT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 9/7/1944 

Spouse: Annabelle Bochtler Hill 
Parents: Harvie Sharp and Lena Smith Hill 

On 7 September 1944, Charles Hill, 29, reported missing in ac�on the previous day, was 
reported killed in ac�on in France.  He served 7 months, including 2 months in the European 
war zone.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He was formerly from Medaryville.  He was 
buried in Westville.  He was married with two children. 

 

 
(Valparaiso IN) Vidette-Messenger of Porter County 17 Oct 1944: 
1. Webpage (newspapers.com) 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Oct 1944: 1. 
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South Bend (IN) Tribune 12 Oct 1944: 30. 
Webpage (newspapers.com) 
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Lester Earl Okeley 

Lester wrote his folks 3 days before he was declared missing in ac�on and declared killed in 
ac�on another 4 days later. 

Born: 6/28/1920 
Entered: 12/16/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35574714,PFC 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 9/10/1944 

Parents: Chester Lee "Lee" and Josephine "Josie" Galaskey Okeley Sr., 

On 10 September 1944, Lester Okeley, 24, a�er being reported missing in ac�on, was killed in 
ac�on in France.  He served 22 months, including 3 months in the European war zone.  He was 
awarded the Purple Heart.  He was formerly from Denham.  He was buried in Highland 
Cemetery in North Judson. 

 

 
Lester Okeley (Collec�on of Melinda Okeley) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/177789918/person/182312404817/

media/f0e3b2f4-caf8-44ac-b4a5-b0�5360e9f2 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Oct 1944: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Jan 1945: 1. 
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Harold Leroy McWherter 

Harold died three months a�er incurring a head wound. 

Born: 3/11/1911 
Entered: 9/16/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35371854,CPL or T/5 
Died: 9/16/1944 

Spouse: Forest Genevieve Vanaman (Harold Leroy[deceased]) McWherter (Harry) Conn 
Parents: Wilson Derrick (Clara Esther Ware[deceased]) 

On 16 September 1944, Harold McWherter, 33, died of head injuries sustained on June 17 in 
Hollondia, New Guinea, a�er expec�ng his return home a�er a hospital stay.  He served 24 
months, including 17 months in the Pacific war zone.  He spent his childhood in Winamac.  He 
was buried in Winamac Cemetery.  He was married. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Apr 1943: 1. 

 
 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Sep 1944: 1. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 26 Sep 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Sep 1944: 1. 
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Roy Thomas Hyate 

Roy was farming with his dad before he was called into service. 

Born: 8/7/1923 
Entered: 3/31/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35138508,PFC 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 9/18/1944 

Parents: Abraham Jonathan "Jack" and Edith Minnie Berg Hyat 

On 18 September 1944, Roy Hyate, 21, was killed in ac�on in Italy.  He was awarded the Purple 
Heart.  He served for 18 months, including in the European war zone.  He was awarded the 
Purple Heart.  He was from Francesville.  He was buried in the Florence American Cemetery in 
Impruneta, Italy. 

 

 
Roy Hyate (Collec�on of Ilaine Church) - ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/21909622/person/1152109859/med

ia/1475bba2-3ebc-4102-8afd-8d639ef84c80 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 5 Oct 1944: 1. 
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Alvin Frederick Copeland 

Alvin had eight sisters as well as a brother named Shirley! 

Born: 7/29/1910 
Entered: 3/23/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35044743,PFC 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 9/27/1944 

Parents: Elwood and Mary Taylor Copeland 

On 27 September 1944, Alvin Copeland, 34, was killed in ac�on near Nymegen, Holland.  He 
was awarded the Purple Heart.  He served 30 months, including in the European war zone.  He 
was a lifelong resident of Pulaski County.  He was buried at Bruce Lake Cemetery in Kewanna. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Jul 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 21 Oct 1943: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Oct 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 12 Oct 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Apr 1945: 2. 
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Woodrow Ralph “Woody” Steenstrup 

Woodrow died on his birthday. 

Born: 9/30/1918 
Entered: 11/2/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,908572,PFC 
Died: 9/30/1944 

Spouse: Marion Hansen Steenstrup 
Parents: Ralph and Lillian _ Steenstrup 

On 30 September 1944, Woodrow Steenstrup, 25, was killed in ac�on on Peleliu Island within 
the Palau Islands.  He served 5 months, including in the Pacific war zone.  He was married to a 
former Winamac girl.  He was buried in Camp Butler Na�onal Cemetery in Springfield, IL.  He 
was married with one child. 

 

 
Woodrow Steenstrup, Dec 1937 (Collec�on of valminocqua) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/12166779/person/1646770104/med

ia/4fede6b8-08fe-4739-84f8-957d33ab3857/ 

 

 
Woodrow Steenstrup, 19 Nov 1943.  vetrecs.archives.gov 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 26 Oct 1944: 1. 

 

 
Woody's grave on Palaliu (Collec�on of valminocqua) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/12166779/person/1646770104/med

ia/2f89b41a-9253-4900-a28e-9bdf76b51727. 
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Richard E. “Dick” Long 

Dick had a son whom he never saw. 

Born: 12/25/1916 
Entered: 2/1/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35152636, O-1035087,CPT 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Died: 10/2/1944 

Spouse: Maryalice Robbins Long 
Parents: Cur�s Edgar “John” and Maude Sanders Long 

On 2 October 1944, Dick Long, 27, died of wounds received in ac�on in Sansapor, Papua, 
Indonesia.  He served 42 months, including 15 months in the Pacific war zone.  His parents were 
former Winamac residents.  He was buried in Logansport.  He was married with a child. 

 

 
Dick and Maryalice Long 11 Jan 1942 (Collec�on of jennifer long) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/5427974/person/-

1454863186/media/63ac32ef-0c18-4afa-aa8c-6a147958c731 

 

 
Culver (IN) Citizen 18 Oct 1944: 1. Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Oct 1944: 1. 
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Walter John Paulsen 

Walter was in the honor guard, welcoming Sgt. Alvin York to Camp Claiborne. 

Born: 4/4/1913 
Branch,SN,Rank: 3/24/1942USA,35110894,SSGT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 10/2/1944 

Parents: Paul C. and Anna B. Kalina Paulson 

On 2 October 1944, Walter Paulsen, 31, died of wounds sustained in service in Holland.  He was 
awarded the Purple Heart.  He served 19 months.  He had rela�ves in Winamac.  He was buried 
in Highland Cemetery in North Judson. 

 

 
(Valparaiso IN) Videtter-Messenger 14 Nov 1944: 8. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Jan 1949: 1. 

 

 

  



1944: In the Thick of It – The Dead 
 

21 Dec 2025 ©2025, Jim Phillips Page 91 of 237 

William Gene “Billy Gene” Campbell (née Hobart Ward Dilks) 

William was adopted a�er his mother died 13 months a�er his birth. 

Born: 10/15/1922 
Entered: 9/4/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,15331308,PFC 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 10/4/1944 

Parents: Elza E. and Ethel Fleming Campbell(adop�ve) 
   Henry Cli�on (Ada May Biddle[deceased]) Dilks (biological) 

On 4 October 1944, Billy Gene Campbell, 21, was killed in ac�on in Germany.  He had served 25 
months, including in the European war zone.  He worked in Rich Grove Twp.  He was buried in 
the Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery and Memorial in Liege, Belgium. 

 

 
William Campbell (seated) (Collec�on of hoosierjo) - 
ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/83502957/person/44486458179/me
dia/1e7d2dda-63c7-49fd-89c8-49dbda7cac2c 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Nov 1944: 1. 
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Robert  Lee “Bob”  Fagner 

Bob’s mother received a leter two days before his death, and he was able to meet with his 
brother in Italy four �mes earlier. 

Born: 10/24/1924 
Entered: 3/25/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35130505,SGT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 10/4/1944 

Parents: Thomas Lee and Emma Dahl Fagner 

On 4 October 1944, Bob Fagner, 20, died from wounds received in ac�on in southern France.  
He served 18 months, including 12 months in the European war zone.  He had previously been 
awarded the Purple Heart.  His parents lived in Pulaski County.  He was buried in the Epinal 
American Cemetery in Dinozé, France. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Feb 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Jun 1944: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Oct 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 2 Nov 1944: 6. 
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Harry Watson 

Harry described his platoon’s atack on a German posi�on. 

Born: 4/25/1924 
Entered: 3/25/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35654899,SGT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 10/4/1944 

Parents: Rawleigh and Stella Jackson Watson 

On 4 October 1944, Harry Watson, 20, was killed in ac�on in France.  He was awarded the 
Purple Heart.  He served for over 28 months, including 13 months in the European war zone.  
He was awarded the Purple Heart.  His parents lived in Rich Grove township.  He was buried in 
Raleigh Watson Cemetery in Carver, KY. 

 

 
Harry Watson (Collec�on of Dylan Hayn) - ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/106669142/person/340052830419/

media/830e8bf3-7�8-4461-8984-3bb3ab6a8041 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 26 Oct 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Nov 1944: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Nov 1944: 8. 
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Paul Eugene Crowe 

Paul had writen two weeks before that he had seen litle ac�on. 

Born: 4/14/1921 
Entered: 7/3/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35359156,PFC 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 10/8/1944 

Parents: Albert W. and Goldie Geneva Reeves Crowe 

On 8 October 1944, Paul Crowe, 23, was killed in ac�on in France.  He served 25 months, 
including one month in the European war zone.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He was a 
lifelong resident of Pulaski County.  He was buried in the Lorraine American Cemetery and 
Memorial in Lorraine, France. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Oct 1944: 1. 
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William Herbert “Bill” Strickler 

William married, for the second �me, six months before his death. 

Born: 2/12/1907 
Entered: 6/7/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35356583,SGT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 10/14/1944 

Spouse: Ruby Maxine Jones Strickler 
Parents: Mrs. Edna Anna Foster (George Vasco[deceased]) Strickler 

On 14 October 1944, Bill Strickler, 37, was killed in ac�on in Europe.  He was awarded the 
Purple Heart.  He served 28 months, including in the European war zone.  He was a resident of 
Pulaski County at the �me of his enlistment.  He was buried in Epinal American Cemetery in 
Lorraine, France.  He was married. 

(There is no men�on of his death in either the Pulaski County (IN) Democrat or the Winamac 
(IN) Republican.) 

 

 
Bill Strickler (Collec�on of Ivor Foster) - ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/166038462/person/162159457667/media/dc94cedb-c423-49d4-9452-0e4964f3dadd. 
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Raymond Lewis Hartle 

Raymond’s commanding officer wrote a hear�elt leter about his last moments. 

Born: 4/23/1925 
Entered: 10/19/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USNR,6273606,S1c 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 10/24/1944 

Parents: Charles Lewis and Clara Elizabeth Kepfer Hartle 

On 24 October 1944, Raymond Hartle, 19, was killed in ac�on (lost at sea) in the Pacific while 
figh�ng a fire on an adjacent ship resul�ng from an enemy bomb.  (This was likely the last and 
largest naval Batle of Leyte Gulf in the Philippines.)  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He 
served 24 months, including in the Pacific war zone.  His father lived in Pulaski County.  He was 
memorialized at the Tablets of the Missing at the Manila American Cemetery, Manila, 
Philippines, and in the IOOF Cemetery in Leiters Ford. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Nov 1944: 1. 

 

 
Culver (IN) Citizen 6 Dec 1944: 4. Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Harry Alfred Kocher 

Harry had a daughter he never saw. 

Born: 6/21/1908 
Entered: 2/26/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USNR,6262132,PO1c 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 10/25/1944 

Spouse: Margaret Katherine "Pegge" McLaughlin Kocher 
Parents: Alfred Emanuel and Mary Magdalena "Mamie" Keller Kocher 

On 25 October 1944, Harry Kocher, 36, was killed in ac�on on the aircra� carrier, U.S.S. 
Suwanee, in the Philippines.  (This was likely the last and largest naval Batle of Leyte Gulf in the 
Philippines.)  He served 33 months, including in the Pacific war zone.  He was awarded the 
Purple Heart.  He was a lifelong resident of Winamac.  He was buried at sea and memorialized 
at the Tablets of the Missing at Manila American Cemetery, Manila, Philippines.  He was 
married with one child. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Oct 1942: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 25 Aug 1943: 10. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 26 Aug 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 31 Aug 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Nov 1944: 1. 
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Henry J. “Heine” Hockelberg, Jr 

A�er surviving D-Day and then contrac�ng tuberculosis in France, Heine was moved to a 
hospital in New Mexico, where he died. 

Born: 9/17/1912 
Entered: 6/28/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35162972,T5 
Died: 11/7/1944 

Parents: Henry J. (Anna M Ludtke[deceased]) Hockelberg Sr. 

On 7 November 1944, Heine Hockelberg, 32, died of pulmonary tuberculosis a�er being 
transferred to New Mexico from France.  He had par�cipated in the D-Day invasion.  He served 
41 months, including 11 months in the European war zone.  He had rela�ves in Medaryville.  He 
was buried in McCool Cemetery in Portage. 

 

 
(Valparaiso IN) Videte-Messenger of Porter County 16 Oct 1944: 

1. Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
(Valparaiso IN) Videte-Messenger of Porter County 1 Nov 1944: 

3. Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
(Valparaiso IN) Vidette-Messenger of Porter County 8 Nov 1944: 1. 

Webpage (newspapers.com) 
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Dale Emerson Clark 

Dale had received shoulder wounds just three weeks before and had just returned to duty. 

Born: 11/26/1921 
Entered: 7/2/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35330355,SGT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 11/8/1944 

Spouse: Violet Mae Woodward Clark 
Parents: Frank Benjamin and Bessie Louise Schrader (James E.) Smith Clark 

On 8 November 1944, Dale Clark, 23, was killed in ac�on in France.  He served 26 months, 
including 5 months in the European war zone.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He was from 
Leiters Ford, just over the eastern county line.  He was buried in South Bend.  He was married 
with one child. 

 

 
(Collec�on of William Taber). Webpage (findagrave.com). 

 

 
South Bend (IN) Tribune 28 Nov 1944: 11. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Nov 1944: 1. 
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James Bernard Perry 

James had just visited his folks a month before his death. 

Born: 9/3/1919 
Entered: 4/10/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35175618,SGT 
Died: 11/10/1944 

Parents: Meddie Henry and Delina M. Cyr Perry 

On 10 November 1944, James Perry, 25, was killed in a bomber crash near Clovis, New Mexico.  
He was a radio operator on a B-29 Superfortress bomber.  He served 43 months.  He was born 
in Winamac.  He was buried in St. Joseph Cemetery in Mishawaka. 

 

 
Clovis (NM) News-Journal 13 Nov 1944: 6. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Nov 1944: 1. 
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Joseph Norman Huffman 

Joseph par�cipated in D-Day. 

Born: 4/17/1917 
Entered: 7/6/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35359460,SSGT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 11/16/1944 

Spouse: Doris Grace Brown Huffman 
Parents: Thurman Albert and Vera E. Lower Huffman 

On 16 November 1944, Joseph Huffman, 27, was killed in ac�on in France, a�er having been 
previously reported as missing in ac�on.  He served for over 2 years, including 5 months in the 
European war zone.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He was from Grass Creek Twp.  He was 
buried in the Grass Creek Cemetery.  He was married with one child. 

 

 
Rochester (IN) News-Sen�nel 12 Dec 1944. 
Webpage (htp://www.fulco.lib.in.us/genealogy-
files/obituaries/obits_1944.htm). 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 13 Dec 1944: 3. 

 

http://www.fulco.lib.in.us/genealogy-files/obituaries/obits_1944.htm
http://www.fulco.lib.in.us/genealogy-files/obituaries/obits_1944.htm
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Lewis Eugene Werner 

Lewis’ sister learns of his death on what would have been his 26th birthday. 

Born: 11/16/1918 
Entered: 10/8/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USNR,390595,LTJG 
Died: 11/16/1944 

Spouse: Pauline Virginia Phillips Werner 
Parents: John Carl and Augusta Anna Grieger Werner 

On 16 November 1944, Lewis Werner, 26, was killed in patrol bomber on which he was copilot 
crashed into the sea near Key West FL.  He served 24 months.  He was from Francesville.  He 
was memorialized in Roseland Cemetery in Francesville.  He had married less than 3 weeks 
before his death. 

 

 
Lewis Eugene Werner (Collec�on of geoff_bailey1) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/27732371/person/13253726787/me

dia/02cbcaac-05c3-443b-bb45-d11faecb8fdf. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Nov 1944: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 23 Nov 1944: 1. 

 

 
(Knightstown IN) Tri-County Banner 24 Nov 1944: 8. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Nov 1944: 1. 
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James Edward Leitch 

James had rela�ves in Denham. 

Born: 7/29/1924 
Entered:  
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,O-835987,2LT 
Died: 11/16/1944 

Parents: Rhoda Fraser Ketchum (James Reuben) Leitch (Harold O.) Caldwell 

On 16 November 1944, James Leitch, 20, was killed in a bomber crash in Peyton, CO.  He had 
rela�ves in Denham.  It is unknown where he is buried. 

 

 
(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 18 Nov 1944: 2. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
(Valparaiso IN) Vidette-Messenger of Porter County 20 Nov 1944: 

1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 7 Dec 1944: 1. 
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Walter Elmer Schini 

Walter had been ac�ng as an interpreter. 

Born: 3/24/1920 
Entered: 1/21/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35254005,SGT 
Died: 11/17/1944 

Spouse: Ruth Montgomery Schini 
Parents: Regina Barbara Zimmerman (George[deceased]) Schini 

On 17 November 1944, Walter Schini, 24, was killed in ac�on in Paton’s tank destroyer division 
in Germany.  He served 34 months, including 16 months in the European war zone.  He had 
rela�ves in Francesville.  He was buried in the Apostolic Chris�an Church Cemetery in Fowler.  
He was married with one child. 

 

 
Walter Schini (Collec�on of Jeff Banwart) - ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/88347883/person/152145584450/m

edia/eedd7138-fa21-46eb-9da6-ce0401a1d9ca. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Dec 1944: 1. 
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John Merle “Merle” Hunt 

Merle’s body was returned on the same ship as George Freeman’s and Henry Helm’s. 

Born: 9/21/1922 
Entered: 12/17/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35574962,PFC 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 11/19/1944 

Parents: Lester George and Ethel Quinn Hunt 

On 19 November 1944, Merle Hunt, 23, died from his wounds from an ar�llery barrage on Leyte 
Island in the Philippines.  He served 35 months, including 4 months in the Pacific war zone.  He 
was awarded the Purple Heart.  He was born in Francesville.  He was buried in the Davis 
Cemetery in Burnetesville. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Mar 1943: 1. 



1944: In the Thick of It – The Dead 
 

21 Dec 2025 ©2025, Jim Phillips Page 111 of 237 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Apr 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Feb 1949: 1. 
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Boyd William Crook 

Boyd was the nephew of an Indiana State Senator. 

Born: 3/14/1911 
Entered: 9/12/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,6270354,S1c 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 11/24/1944 

Spouse: Wilda "Billie" Loree Conn Crook 
Parents: William P. and Lyle Mae Leffel Crook 

On 24 November 1943, Boyd Crook, 32, ini�ally reported missing as the USS Liscome Bay sank 
near Gilbert Island a�er being torpedoed, was declared dead in 1945.  He served 14 months, 
including 2 months in the Pacific war zone.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  His wife had 
rela�ves in Medaryville.  He was memorialized at the Courts of the Missing (Court 5) at the 
National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, Honolulu, HI, and at Mount Hope Cemetery in 
Logansport.  He was married with a child. 

 

 
Boyd Crook (Collec�on of pclark217) - ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/113638332/person/400116351334/

media/73eeb4ce-4e28-40af-8b18-85e617cd670a. 

 

 
South Bend (IN) Tribune 6 Dec 1943: 9. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Indianapolis (IN) News 6 Dec 1943: 12. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 16 Dec 1943: 8. 

 

 
South Bend (IN) Tribune 23 Jan 1944: 12. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Richard J. Good 

When their bodies were returned a�er the war, Richard and his brother, Cortlund, were buried 
side-by-side. 

Born: 3/14/1920 
Entered:  
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,36448286/O-517525,2LT 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Died: 11/26/1944 

Spouse: Flora Elzabeth _ Good 
Parents: Forrest Everet and Alvina Ma�lda Zank Good 

On 26 November 1944, Richard Good, 24, died from wounds incurred the previous day in ac�on 
in France.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He had rela�ves in Monterey.  He is buried in the 
Southland Cemetery in South Bend.  He was married with one child. 

 

 
James Whitcomb Riley High School 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Dec 1944: 1. 
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South Bend (IN) Tribune 20 Mar 1949: 35. 

Webpage (ancestry.com:CarolSmith12101114) 
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Emil R. Piazza 

Emil demonstrated outstanding bravery, earning a Silver Star, a Bronze Star, and a Purple Heart. 

Born: 12/19/1919 
Entered: 8/8/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35388664,PFC 
Medals: Silver Star, Bronze Star, Purple Heart 
Died: 11/29/1944 

Spouse: Helen Marie Shearer Piazza 
Parents: Otello Dalla and Grace Ruth Gerichs Piazza 

On 29 November 1944, Emil Piazza, 24, was killed in ac�on by a sniper in France while placing 
his machine gun to help a rifle company.  He served 27 months, including 4 months in the 
European war zone.  He was posthumously awarded the Bronze Star, the Silver Star, and the 
Purple Heart.  His wife was from Winamac.  He was buried in the Lorraine American Cemetery 
at St. Avold, France. He was married. 

 

 
Emil Piazza (Collec�on of JEngel66) - ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/70687141/person/32222860029/me

dia/9a71ed45-5b10-4367-9fa9-f1a89d5383d3 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Dec 1944: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 14 Dec 1944: 1. 

 

 
Akron (OH) Beacon Journal 31 Dec 1944. 3 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Apr 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Sep 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Nov 1945: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 8 Nov 1945: 1. 
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Paul Joseph Baumgartner 

Paul’s ship was atacked by six Japanese planes. 

Born: 5/2/1922 
Entered: 9/1/1942? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,6267081,S1 
Died: 11/29/1944 

Spouse: Phyllis Ardeen Troutman Baumgartner 
Parents: Emil Oliver and Minnie Alice Russell Baumgartner 

On 29 November 1944, Paul Baumgartner, 22, was killed when four Japanese “Oscar” planes 
atacked his ship in the Leyte Gulf, Eastern Visayas, Philippines.  He served 50 months, including 
7 months in the Pacific war zone.  His wife lived in Kewanna.  He was buried in the Greenlawn 
Memorial Park in Fort Wayne.  He was married with a child. 

 

 
South Bend (IN) Tribune 12 Dec 1944: 13. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Oct 1946: 1. 
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John Chris “Johny” Pfledderer 

John’s body was the first returned to Pulaski County a�er the war for reinterment closer to 
family. 

Born: 10/9/1913 
Entered: 2/4/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: ?,35255633,SGT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 12/5/1944 

Parents: George Carl and Maria Luise Remm Pfledderer 

On 5 December 1944, John Pfledderer, 31, was killed in ac�on in a tank division in Germany.  He 
served 33 months, including 15 months in the European war zone.  He was awarded the Purple 
Heart.  He lived in Francesville.  He was buried in Roseland Cemetery in Francesville. 

 

 
John Pfledderer. Veterans of Pulaski County. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Sep 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 28 Dec 1944: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 11 Dec 1947: 1. 
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Howard Wayne “Wayne” Parks 

Wayne returned from being missing in ac�on to meet death three months later. 

Born: 11/29/1923 
Entered: 3/2/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35094968,PVT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 12/9/1944 

Parents: Melvin Tribbey and Lennie Wampler Parks 

On 29 August 1944, Wayne Parks, 20, was reported missing in ac�on in France.  Three weeks 
later, his parents received a telegram from him saying “All well and safe” and that he was 
returning to ac�on.  On 9 December 1944, he was reported missing in ac�on again, this �me in 
Germany.  A�er nearly another 3 years, a leter arrived indica�ng that he had been killed in 
ac�on on December 9, 1944.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He served 21 months, 
including 5 months in the European war zone.  He was from Francesville.  He was buried in 
Roseland Cemetery in Francesville. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Sep 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 19 Oct 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Aug 1947: 1. 
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Donald W. “Don” Allee 

Don’s infant son was presented with a $1,000 war bond by his fellow officers in the Ninth Air 
Force. 

Born: 2/10/1921 
Entered: 4/8/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,O-747184,1LT 
Medal: Air Medal, Purple Heart 
Died: 12/19/1944 

Spouse: Celia Irene Folbridge Allee 
Parents: Eta Jane Bush (George Webster) Allee 

On 19 December 1944, Don Allee, 24, was killed in ac�on while flying a P-29 fighter over 
Belgium.  He served 46 months, including 12 months in the European war zone.  He was 
awarded the Air Medal and the Purple Heart.  He was from Medaryville.  He was buried in the 
Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery in Hombourg, Belgium.  He was married with one child. 

 

 
Don Allee (Collec�on of Donald W. Allee, Jr.) - 

awon2.org/fathers/awallee.html 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Apr 1943: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Jan 1945: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 11 Jan 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 May 1945: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 24 May 1945: 1. 
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Kent Hubbell McKenney 

Kent, part of the ini�al parachute jump into the night before D-Day, was buried in Arlington 
Na�onal Cemetery. 

Born: 7/7/1922 
Entered: 11/13/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35347618,SSGT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 12/23/1944 

Parents: Howard Lathrop and Nellie May Hubbell McKenney 

On 23 December 1944, Kent McKenney, 22, was killed in ac�on in Holland.  He was awarded 
the Purple Heart.  His mother was from Francesville.  He was buried in Arlington Na�onal 
Cemetery in Arlington, VA, as well as a memorial in the Woodlawn Cemetery in Auburn. 

 

 
Kent McKenney (Collec�on of Lance Dyckman) - 
findagrave.com/memorial/49255726/kent_h-
mckenney/photo#view-photo=255047052. 

 

 
Garrett (IN) Clipper 15 Jan 1945: 1. Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Jan 1945: 1. 

 

 
Garrett (IN) Clipper 18 Jan 1945: 4. Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Robert Vincent Craigmile 

It was a tragic Christmas Eve for Robert. 

Born: 6/8/1921 
Entered: 12/12/1939 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,06669412,PVT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 12/24/1944 

Parents: Vernard E. and Josephine T Foster Craigmile 

On 24 December 1944, Robert Craigmile, 23, was killed in ac�on in Belgium, probably during 
the Batle of the Bulge.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He had rela�ves in Medaryville.  He 
was buried in the Luxembourg American Cemetery. 

 

 
Robert V. Craigmile - (Collec�on of Kathy Stone) 
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Mothers Day Gree�ngs 12 May 1945 (Collec�on of Kathy Stone) 

 

 
KIA Telegram 15 Jan 1945 (Collec�on of Kathy Stone) 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Jan 1945: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 25 Jan 1945: 1. 
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Jesse Franklin Vories 

Jesse died of hypothermia a�er the truck in which he was riding overturned into a ditch on 
Christmas Day. 

Born: 5/26/1924 
Entered: 3/25/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35099470,T4 
Died: 12/25/1944 

Parents: William Earl "Earl" and Merle Marie Roach Vories 

On 25 December 1944, Jesse Vories, 20, died of shock and submersion when the truck in which 
he was riding overturned in a ditch.  He served 21 months, including 3 months in the European 
war zone.  His parents were former residents of Beaver Township.  He was buried in I.O.O.F. 
Riverview Cemetery in Mon�cello.  He was engaged to a girl from Twelve Mile. 

 

 
Jesse Franklin Vories (Collec�on of cranehunter2006) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/9275614/person/160021522191/me

dia/cc3ae573-d388-461b-9986-055585d3af50 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Feb 1945: 1. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 1 Feb 1945: 7. 
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John William Bortell 

When the year 1944 ended, so did John. 

Born: 1/9/1917 
Entered: 6/2/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,36058158,PFC 
Medals: Bronze Star, Purple Heart 
Died: 12/31/1944 

Parents: Earl and Adah Catherine Bortell 

On 31 December 1944, John Bortell, 27, was killed in ac�on by a land mine in the Pacific on 
Negesebus in the Palau Islands.  He served 30 months, including in the Pacific war zone.  He was 
awarded the Purple Heart.  He lived in Starke County, but had a sister in Monterey.  He was 
buried in Laurel Hill Cemetery in Havana, IL. 

 

 
John WIlliam Bortell (Collec�on of Kathy Bradley) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/1509697/person/492770141/media/

b7ee576d-670c-43f6-a7c3-7ff4829b�4c 

 

 
Website (findagrave.com) 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Jan 1945: 1. 
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James Marshall Rudd 

During his 1944 arrest for figh�ng, James was discovered to have been AWOL for the first of 
two �mes that year. 

Born: 6/18/1924 
Entered: 7/11/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35148489,PVT 
Discharged:  
Died: 10/22/1955 

Spouse: Roseta Steward Rudd 
Parents: William Hobart and Arminta "Mint" King Rudd 

 

 
James Rudd with momma (Collec�on of amh011066) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/27123139/person/2001449210/med

ia/8bc040d1-1067-4679-a�1-16348814778e 

 

 
James Rudd with wife and baby (Collec�on of amh011066) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/27123139/person/2001449210/med

ia/150c205e-7258-4fc2-aa�-cff21a16dc65 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Jan 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 13 Jan 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Jul 1944: 1 
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Noble Edward Walther 

Noble wrote a leter in support of home folks buying war bonds. 

Born: 8/19/1919 
Entered: 1/31/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,PFC 
Discharged: 9/3/1945 
Died: 3/1/1996 

Parents: Nellie E. Tabler (Frank E.[deceased]) Walther (Pete) Paszek 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Feb 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Jan 1944: 1. 
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Harold James "Skip" McKinley 

Skip wrote a leter in support of folks at home buying war bonds. 

Born: 9/11/1909 
Entered: 6/3/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35160469,T/4 
Discharged: 11/2/1945 
Died: 7/13/1992 

Parents: Calvin "Cal" and Eva M. Litle McKinley 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Nov 1942: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Feb 1942: 3. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Jan 1944: 1. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for friends. 

Harold heard from folks in Winamac that Dean was on the same Aleu�an island, only a mile 
apart, but they met only a�er the weather improved enough to travel. 

 

Harold James "Skip" McKinley 

Born: 9/11/1909 
Entered: 6/3/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35160469,T/4 
Discharged: 11/2/1945 
Died: 7/13/1992 

Parents: Calvin "Cal" and Eva M. Litle 
McKinley 

 

Wilford Dean "Dean" Bartlet 

Born: 2/8/1916 
Entered: 3/1/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35153835,T/4 
Discharged:  
Died: 6/30/1985 

Parents: Amanda May Sheets (Charles 
Lamont) Bartlet (John F.) Bledsoe and 
Charles Lamont Bartlet 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Nov 1942: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Jan 1943: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Feb 1944: 1. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for brothers. 

A�er mee�ng his brother, Bob, in a nearby camp in February, Ed wrote to their folks, “Fi�een 
miles sounds close to you, but it isn’t always that way here, and one is not always si�ng around 
his tent wai�ng for visitors from home.  I may not get to see him again, but this mee�ng did us 
both a lot of good.”.  They got to meet again in June.  Four months later, Bob was killed. 

 

Edwin Lawrence "Ed" Fagner 

Born: 3/1/1911 
Entered: 5/19/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35354646,S/SGT 
Discharged:  
Died: 6/30/2003 

 
Parents: Thomas Lee and Emma Dahl 
Fagner 

Robert Lee "Bob" Fagner 

Born: 10/24/1924 
Entered: 3/25/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35130505,SGT 
Awards: Purple Heart 
Died: 10/4/1944 

 
Parents: Thomas Lee and Emma Dahl 
Fagner 

 

 
Ed Fagner, Veterans of Pulaski County. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Oct 1944: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Feb 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Jun 1944: 1. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for friends. 

John and Clyde discovered they were on the same aircra� carrier. 

 

John Patrick Rafferty 

Born: 7/11/1917 
Entered: 7/16/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,WT3c or F1c 
Discharged: 11/5/1945 
Died: 2/7/1973 

Parents: John Mathias and Nellie Veronica 
Silver Rafferty 

Clyde Paul Robertson Jr. 

Born: 6/19/1920 
Entered: 1941? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,Mus. 3/c 
Discharged:  
Died: 3/24/2000 

Parents: Clyde Mondeau and Anna Ida 
Couch Robertson Sr. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Nov 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Apr 1944: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Feb 1944: 1. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for friends. 

Joe met Jim in the Hawaiian Islands. 

 

Joseph William "Joe" Schmicker 

Born: 9/13/1922 
Entered: 11/7/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: ?,35567596,CPL 
Discharged: 12/5/1945 
Died: 3/14/1993 

Parents: William Fred and Katherine Celcilia 
Gilsinger Schmicker 

James G. "Jim" Nufer 

Born: 5/12/1914 
Entered: 10/16/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: ?,36130312,CPL 
Discharged:  
Died: 5/7/2001 

Parents: John Badis and Rose Agnes Bigler 
Nufer 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Aug 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Feb 1943: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Feb 1944: 1. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for Joe, Claude, and James. 

 

Joseph Mathias "Joe" 
Bauer Jr. 

Born: 8/22/1920 
Entered: 5/?/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USN,,PO3c or SC2c 
Discharged:  
Died: 5/15/2016 

Spouse: Wilma Jean Smith 
Bauer 
Parents: Joseph Anthony 
"Joe" and Mary Loriete 
Mulkerin Bauer 

Claude Edgar Vanaman 
 

Born: 4/5/1914 
Entered: 9/10/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USN,,M.M.3c 
Discharged: 12/5/1945 
Died: 2/11/1973 

 
 
Parents: Henry Edgar and 
Emma Jeaneta Cramer 
Vanaman 

James Eakin Carson 
 

Born: 1/11/1918 
Entered: 5/21/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,F1c 
Discharged: <12/13/1945 
Died: 12/30/1993 

 
 
 
Parents: Armor Roy and 
Bessie Priscilla Plank 
Carson 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Feb 1944: 1. 
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Verne Elmer “Verne” Trinoskey 

A�er his plane collided with another over Greece, Verne parachuted and was rescued and 
cared for by Greek ci�zens. 

Born: 7/15/1920 
Entered:  
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,,S/SGT 
Medal: Air Medal 
Discharged:  
Died: 7/16/1978 

Spouse: Bernice Lucile Kopkey Trinoskey 
Parents: Elmer Edward and Bertha M Born Trinoskey 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Feb 1944: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 3 Feb 1944: 5. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 20 Apr 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 May 1944: 1. 
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Harold Carl Kripisch 

Harold earned his Silver Star by moving to an exposed place to get a beter field of fire for his 
weapon, repelling two atacks from ar�llery and mortar fire and from hand grenades. 

Born: 10/8/1918 
Entered: 2/3/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35090726,PVT 
Awards: Silver Star 
Discharged: 9/27/1945? 
Died: 1/22/1973 

Parents: Herbert and Mary Hall Kripisch 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Sep 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Oct 1944: 1. 
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Back to visit the old boss were Kenneth, George, and William. 

 

Kenneth Allen Heater 
 

Born: 9/8/1913 
Entered: 10/15/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,35563270,T/3 
Discharged: 2/13/1946 
Died: 5/5/1979 

 
 
Parents: Charles Ora and 
Ora Pearl Hoch Heater 

 

George Hadden Depoy 
 

Born: 9/18/1925 
Entered: 5/4/1944? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,PFC 
 
Discharged:  
Died: 1/19/2014 

 
 
Parents: Della Forence 
Rinebarger (Oscar 
Arl[deceased]) Depoy 

William Edward "Bill" 
Larkin 

Born: 12/9/1922 
Entered: 11/16/1942? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,A/S 
 
Discharged:  
Died: 11/17/1998 

Spouse: Margarie M. 
Parrish Larkin 
Parents: Agnes Ethel Ware 
(William U[deceased]) 
Larkin 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Mar 

1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Apr 

1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Oct 

1943: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 9 Mar 1944: 1. 

 

  



1944: In the Thick of It – War Stories 
 

21 Dec 2025 ©2025, Jim Phillips Page 151 of 237 

It’s a Small World (War II) for Nordine and Stanley to meet in India by coincidence. 

 

Anne Noreen "Noreen" Bauer 

Born: 7/30/1915 
Entered: 8/24/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,LTC 
Discharged:  
Died: 2/25/2003 

 
Parents: Joseph Anthony "Joe" and Mary 
Loriete Mulkerin Bauer 

Stanley Keith Henry 

Born: 5/5/1920 
Entered: 11/16/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,PhM3c 
Discharged: 10/25/1945? 
Died: 12/19/1971 

Spouse: Lois Charlote Zellers Henry 
Parents: Herschel Emerson and Edith 
Margaret Bader Henry 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Feb 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Jul 1943: 1. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 21 Mar 1944: 9. 

 

  



1944: In the Thick of It – War Stories 
 

21 Dec 2025 ©2025, Jim Phillips Page 153 of 237 

It’s a Small World (War II) for Ralph and Harry to meet in England. 

 

Ralph Francis Miller 

Born: 6/11/1916 
Entered: 5/12/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35159979,SSGT 
Awards: Bronze Star 
Discharged: 9/28/1945 
Died: 12/19/2006 

Parents: Frank Anthony and Cecelia C. 
Gilsinger Miller 

Harry Edward (or Edmund) "Ed" Miller 

Born: 9/11/1922 
Entered: 2/3/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35090721,PFC 
 
Discharged:  
Died: 1/6/2015 

Parents: Frank Anthony and Cecelia C. 
Gilsinger Miller 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Aug 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Aug 1943: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 30 Mar 1944: 1. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for Bety and Dick in New Guinea. 

 

Elizabeth "Bety" Dodd 

Born: 3/6/1919 
Entered:  
Branch,SN,Rank: USNC,,LT 
Discharged:  
Died: 2/8/2007 

Parents: Thomas Calvin and Harriet Jenete 
Riter Dodd 

Richard  Riter “Dick” Dodd 

Born: 4/16/1913 
Entered: 3/26/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35111564,SGT 
Discharged:  
Died: 4/5/2001 

Parents: Thomas Calvin and Harriet Jenete 
Riter Dodd 

 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Apr 1944: 1. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for James, Tony, and who? in the South Pacific. 

James found a Pulaski County Democrat along the side of a road in the South Pacific; it wasn't 
dropped by Tony from Winamac in a separate nearby unit, so who? 

 

James Burton Warriner 

Born: 6/25/1916 
Entered: 7/1/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,CPT 
Discharged: 3/28/1946 
Died: 5/10/1995 

Parents: William Burton and Julia Emma 
Guild Warriner 

Joseph Anthony "Tony" Snyder 

Born: 3/12/1911 
Entered: 10/1/1942? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,TEC3 
Discharged:  
Died: 5/26/1962 

Parents: George W. and True E. Asmus 
Snyder 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Apr 1944: 6 
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John Jackson Hall 

John was frustrated that the censor’s direc�ons took more than half of his alloted �me in a 
phone call to his wife and mother. 

Born: 9/27/1916 
Entered: 10/16/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,CM2c 
Discharged:  
Died: 8/30/1999 

Spouse: Pauline Velta Clements Hall 
Parents: Guy Herbert and Inez May Crowder Hall 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Sep 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 13 Apr 1944: 1. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for Ray and Clyde, both company musicians, mee�ng in North Africa. 

 

Raymond Joseph "Ray" Stevens 

Born: 7/17/1916 
Entered: 6/27/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,36355237,SGT 
Discharged:  
Died: 12/9/2010 

Parents: Leo A. and Clo�lde Evangeline 
Rabig Stevens 

Clyde Paul Robertson Jr. 

Born: 6/19/1920 
Entered: 1941? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,Mus. 3/c 
Discharged:  
Died: 3/24/2000 

Parents: Clyde Mondeau and Anna Ida 
Couch Robertson Sr. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Jan 1945: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Apr 1944: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 18 May 1944: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 18 May 1944: 16. 

 

 
Ray Stevens (Collec�on of LynnHerklotz) - ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/26344126/person/1825879453/med

ia/89a2da7f-520f-404c-8b15-f5ada31d5d65 
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John Tennyson "Jack" Russell 

In a leter to a friend, Jack described serving in China. 

Born: 6/13/1924 
Entered: 3/30/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35138535,SGT 
Discharged:  
Died: 9/11/1984 

Parents: Elvin John "John" and Glenna Viola Swayzee Russell 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Jun 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 4 May 1944: 3. 
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Virgil Earl Russell 

In a leter to his momma, Virgil wrote about the importance of winning the war. 

Born: 8/22/1920 
Entered: 7/8/1942 
Branch,ID,Rank: USN,6265952,MM2 
Discharged: 10/16/1944 
Died: 5/6/1991 

Parents: Walter Earl and Gladys Eula Smith Russell 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Aug 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 May 1944: 6. 
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Norman Stanford Thompson 

In one year, Norman and his fellow soldier mail clerks handled 25 million leters. 

Born: 12/3/1919 
Entered: 1/3/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35578366,SGT 
Discharged:  
Died: 10/31/2014 

Spouse: Marjorie Brinker Thompson 
Parents: Haakon and Florence Irene Rolleston Thompson 

 

 
Norman Thompson (Collec�on of Jean Thompson) - 

ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/803305/person/-

2047616457/media/7d822055-1153-4987-8054-b39e63322068 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 May 1944: 1. 
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Raymond Anthony Hartman 

Raymond was the first Pulaski County man to marry in England. 

Born: 7/10/1919 
Entered: 2/3/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,36315402,SGT 
Discharged: 10/29/1945 
Died: 4/1/1988 

Spouse: Dorren Owen Hartman 
Parents: Henry Albert "Bert" and Aurelia Agnes Fox Hartman 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 25 May 1944: 1. 
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Challie Howard 

Challie had enough of the Army in May 1943, but the Army didn’t have enough of him when he 
was found working in a potato field. 

Born: 12/31/1922 
Entered: 2/16/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,PVT 
Discharged:  
Died: 4/20/1963 

Parents: Goble and Cora Corizelious Barnet Howard 

 

 
Challie Howard (Collec�on of Casey Mar�n) - 
findagrave.com/photos/2022/98/19928065_4e92a235-61f9-
46bb-9bb9-62d129956bc4.jpeg 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Jun 1944: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 8 Jun 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 15 Jun 1944: 3. 
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Gilbert Preston Bailey 

Gilbert described Tokio Tillie, one of several women on Japanese radio charged with trying to 
demoralize U.S. troops.  Gilbert edited the Delphi (IN) Citizen a�er high school from 1933 to 
1935.  He earned a B.S. and M.S. from Indiana University.  He was a reporter and editor for the 
New York Times from 1946 to 1953. 

Born: 5/19/1914 
Entered: 10/13/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,468615,MSGT 
Discharged: 2/27/1946 
Died: 9/16/1955 

Parents: Cleveland Alvey and Bertha Miles Bailey 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Jun 1944: 7. 
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Lawrence Cyril Pugh 

Lawrence earned his Silver Star and Purple Heart by scaling a cliff under fire and knocking out a 
protected enemy observa�on post while incurring wounds. 

Born: 6/5/1923 
Entered: 11/4/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,,CPL 
Awards: Purple Heart, Silver Star 
Discharged: 11/9/1945 
Died: 8/21/1992 

Parents: Leroy "Roy" Eugene and Alwilda Mays Pugh 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Sep 1943: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Mar 1945: 1. 
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It’s All in the Family with Francis and Steve and their WWI veteran daddy. 

Nicholas Francis "Francis" Ream Jr. 

Born: 8/13/1920 
Entered: 9/4/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,A.M.M.3c 
Discharged: 11/13/1945 
Died: 5/26/1985 

Spouse: Helen K Hertel Ream 
Parents: Nicholas "Nick" Frances (Millicent 
"Millie" H. Bolton[deceased]) Ream Sr 

Stephen Lyle "Steve" Ream 

Born: 8/26/1926 
Entered: 10/31/1945 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35969665,PVT 
Discharged:  
Died: 7/20/2013 

 
Parents: Nicholas "Nick" Frances (Millicent 
"Millie" H. Bolton[deceased]) Ream Sr. 

 

 
Steve, daddy (in WWI cap), and Francis Ream (Collection of ToToBelle) - ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/23860023/person/1607016857/media/8f49d22a-0b60-4cb4-a695-d9e36dfb4103 
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Darwin Deloss Sayers 

Darwin earned his Dis�nguished Flying Cross, Air Medal, and Purple Heart during 31 missions in 
Europe. 

Born: 5/20/1918 
Entered: 3/17/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,15080144,1LT 
Discharged: 6/25/1943 
Died: 10/3/1989 

Spouse: Bety Jo Moyer Sayers 
Parents: Floyd Ephraim and Cora June Neely Sayers 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 1 Jul 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Jan 1942: 7. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 18 Jul 1944: 9. 
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James Victor Samsel 

"A member of the signal corps, Sgt. Samsel, during the drive to Brest, greatly aided the 
excellence of communica�ons with his radio link team.  As wire chief, he displayed and 
imparted to his men his excellent technical knowledge and by his outstanding leadership 
ins�lled in them a deep sense of coopera�on and teamwork." 

Born: 2/20/1921 
Entered:  8/25/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,S/SGT 
Discharged:  11/27/1945 
Died: 8/13/2010 

Parents: Mary Merle "Merle" Stevens (William Homer "Homer" [deceased]) Samsel 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 2 Jul 1945: 4. 
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John William "John Bill" Kelly 

In 1944, John earned the Air Medal and was recognized on a radio broadcast. 

Born: 12/3/1919 
Entered: 3/3/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,19080701,MAJ 
Medal: Air Medal 
Discharged:  
Died: 11/26/1983 

Parents: Daniel "Dan" and Hazel Netherton Kelly 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 19 Nov 1942: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Aug 1944: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Oct 1944: 1. 
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Merl Galbreath Huto 

Merl atended West Point. 

Born: 8/18/1923 
Entered: 6/3/1946? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,COL 
Discharged:  
Died: 3/30/2015 

Parents: Ray Lindsay and Iva May Galbreath Huto 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Jul 1944: 1 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Jun 1945: 2. 
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Robert Lewis Hetzel 

Robert was awarded the Air Medal, and the Dis�nguished Flying Cross the following year. 

Born: 5/6/1918 
Entered: 4/22/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,19039040,AC 
Medals: Air Medal, Dis�nguished Flying Cross 
Discharged:  
Died: 3/16/1981 

Parents: Robert Newton and Floy Lola Hoch Hetzel 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 16 Sep 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 27 Jul 1944: 1. 

 



1944: In the Thick of It – War Stories 
 

21 Dec 2025 ©2025, Jim Phillips Page 177 of 237 

It’s a Small World (War II) for Dick, Jim, Lowell, and Don in New Guinea. 

While recovering from a broken ankle in New Guinea, Dick no�ced two local boys visi�ng, Jim 
and Lowell, who were soon joined by Don. 

 

Richard Frank "Dick" Dickensheets 

Born: 10/29/1919 
Entered: 2/19/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35259747,T4 
Discharged: 9/27/1945? 
Died: 10/13/1967 

Parents: Carl Elmore and Freda Evert 
Dickensheets 

 

Willard James "James" "Jim" Abbot 

Born: 5/9/1923 
Entered: 1/13/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35580828,CPL 
Discharged:  
Died: 4/7/1974 

 
 
Parents: Nathan Simmian and Norma C. Fall 
Abbot 

Lowell Everet Strand 

Born: 3/9/1923 
Entered: 1/12/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35580852,PVT 
Discharged: 12/6/1945? 
Died: 6/22/1965 

Parents: John Arthur and Ella Louis 
Warken�en Strand Jr. 

 

Donald D. "Don" Marquis 

Born: 8/11/1923 
Entered: 5/31/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35145682,T/5 
Discharged: 1/6/1946 
Died: 2/27/1976 

Spouse: Lois Eleanor "Eleanor" Dawson 
Marquis 
Parents: James Issac and Opal Bernice Fry 
Marquis 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Aug 1944: 1 
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Albin Francis "Alvin" Shank 

Albin earned his Bronze Star and a field commission a�er he used his assault gun to drive the 
enemy from a bridge they were preparing for demoli�on.  On a later occasion, he and another 
officer captured 123 with only one shot fired. 

Born: 2/19/1917 
Entered: 5/12/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35160042,2LT 
Awards: Bronze Star 
Discharged:  
Died: 5/18/2006 

Parents: Bernard "Barney" Frank (Caroline "Carrie" E. Gilsinger[deceased]) Shank 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Jan 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Nov 1944: 1. 
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All In the Family 

Bill and Alice were one of the couples who were both in service. 

 

Willard Virgil "Bill" Harrell 

Born: 4/1/1919 
Entered: 3/31/1944 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35830206,PVT 
Discharged:  
Died: 9/22/1975 

Spouse: Ruth Mabel Katschke "Alice"? 
Harrell 
Parents: Ross D. and Dessie Pearl Elea 
Harrell 

Ruth Mabel Katschke "Alice"? Harrell 

Born: 7/9/1920 
Entered: ? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USNNC,,HA1c 
Discharged:  
Died:  

Spouse: Willard Virgil "Bill" Harrell 
 
Parents: Berthold "Bert" Henry and 
Katherine M. Hausen Katschke 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 24 Aug 1944: 8. 
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Francis Leonard Roth 

Francis was the first Pulaski County soldier to vote in the 1944 elec�on in person since he was 
home on leave at the �me.  Another 79 "soldier ballots" had been mailed. 

Born: 1/23/1919 
Entered: 4/15/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35176305,SSGT 
Discharged: '1946 
Died: 2/29/2000 

Parents: William Theodore and Gertrude Mary Senn Roth 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Nov 1942: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 24 Aug 1944: 1. 
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All in the Family 

Lorraine became engaged to Wilbur, a Star City boy, and married him at the war’s end. 

Lorraine Isabelle Hulverson Galbreath 
 

Born: 6/12/1916 
Entered: 12/16/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,760-17-07,S2c 
Discharged:  
Died: 1/9/2011 

Spouse: Marion Wilbert Galbreath 
 
Parents: Lawrence Oliver and Myra E. Wells 
Hulverson 

Marion Wilbert "Wilbert" "Wilbur" 
Galbreath 

Born: 9/22/1909 
Entered: 6/30/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35163054,SGT 
Discharged:  
Died: 11/11/1994 

Spouse: Lorraine Isabelle Hulverson 
Galbreath 
Parents: Robert and Mary Nida Felker 
Galbreath 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 26 Aug 1944: 5. 
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Robert Emil "Bob" Strasser 

Bob earned a Bronze Star for disregarding his safety, leading the clearing of a minefield, and 
construc�ng a temporary river ford to enable the construc�on of vital communica�on lines, 
likely the reason for his field promo�on to lieutenant. 

Born: 4/7/1920 
Entered: 2/1/1941? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35153113,2LT 
Awards: Bronze Star 
Discharged: 12/13/1945? 
Died: 9/30/1970 

Spouse: ? 
Parents: Oscar Edwin and Verda Winona Davis Strasser 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Apr 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Dec 1943: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Jan 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Sep 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 7 Sep 1944: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Apr 1950: 1. 
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Donald Joseph "Don" Caseley 

Don treated the Bri�sh flyer found trapped in his wrecked plane for eight days, about whom 
Ernie Pyle wrote. 

Born: 1/24/1912 
Entered:  
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,LT 
Discharged:  
Died: 2/2/1997 

Spouse: Elizabeth "Bess" Gorrell Caseley 
Parents: Rev. Audren LaMane and Mabelle Francis Casely 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Oct 1943: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Sep 1944: 6. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Sep 1944: 1. 
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Donald Richard Strong 

Donald, as a truck driver, earned his Bronze Star working 36 hours without relief under fire to 
evacuate casual�es during a river crossing, finally incurring a serious wound from shell 
fragments. 

Born: 1/20/1925 
Entered: 3/30/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35138516,PVT 
Awards: Bronze Star 
Discharged:  
Died: 12/24/1966 

Parents: Katherine Luella Dempsey (James Walter[deceased]) Strong 

 

 
Donald Strong (Collec�on of hassetk) - ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/104839070/person/120041006648/
media/0317c5e5-0059-484b-9385-2373111c6e7f 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Jan 1945: 1. 
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Henry Roy Roe 

Just days before his pre-induc�on physical, Henry was ge�ng out of a car, when he was hit by a 
passing car and knocked to the pavement, incurring cuts and bruises on his head, postponing 
his pre-induc�on physical a month. 

Born: 1/14/1916 
Entered: >9/20/1944 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,, 
Discharged:  
Died: 6/13/1977 

Spouse: Marieta June Hiat Roe 
Parents: James Quincy and Edna Violet Baugh Roe 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Sep 1944: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 20 Sep 1944: 12. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Oct 1944: 1. 
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Kenneth and Keith got to visit their momma and, briefly, with each other for the first �me in 
two years. 

 

Kenneth Omer Henry 

Born: 11/21/1919 
Entered: 3/26/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35111572,SSGT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Discharged:  
Died: 1/22/2013 

Spouse: Mildred "Mid" Marie Lidgard Henry 
Parents: Nellie Myrtle Hodge 
(Omer[deceased]) Henry 

Vernon Keith "Keith" Henry 

Born: 12/1/1922 
Entered: 1/14/1943? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,PVT 
Discharged:  
Died: 7/4/2012 
 
 
Parents: Nellie Myrtle Hodge 
(Omer[deceased]) Henry 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Jul 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Jul 1943: 1. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 4 Oct 1944: 12. 
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Ann Amelia "Amelia" "Deanie" Kruzick Stahlberg Dixon Selle 

Un�l her two grown sons asked about a picture they found shortly before she died in 2013, 
Amelia had not told them that she married and divorced another man during the war before 
she married their father. 

Born: 8/8/1921 
Entered: 10/12/1944 
Branch,SN,Rank: WAC,A-222738,PFC 
Discharged: 3/26/1946 
Died: 7/6/2013 

Spouse: Charles Francis Stahlberg 

Parents: John Michael "Papa" (Rosa Eldridge Poole[deceased]) Kruzick 

 

 
Ann Amelia Kruzick-Stahlberg (Collec�on of Jim Phillips). 

 

 
Ann Amelia Kruzick-Stahlberg (Collec�on of Jim Phillips). 
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Entered Record and Report of Separa�on (Honorable Discharge) 26 Mar 1946. 
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Separa�on Qualifica�on Record (1of2) 26 Mar 1946. 
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Separa�on Qualifica�on Record (1of2) 26 Mar 1946. 
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Lester Joseph Wilcox 

Lester earned his Dis�nguished Flying Cross, "in the face of intense enemy opposi�on, adverse 
weather and poor topographical condi�ons, flew supplies, ammuni�on and heavy equipment, 
and was therefore, highly instrumental in the successes of the allied forces in this sector....". 

Born: 2/14/1920 
Entered: 2/16/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35258471,SGT 
Medals: Air Medal, Dis�nguished Flying Cross 
Discharged: 9/5/1945 
Died: 8/1/1985 

Parents: Ray Sanford and Do�e May Tunis Wilcox 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Feb 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Oct 1944: 1. 
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Charles William Jolly 

Storming Anzio beach in Italy, Charles was shot in the kneecap and lay in a creek bed for 6 
hours; the man on his one side was also wounded, and the man on his other side was killed. 

Born: 5/3/1925 
Entered: 8/24/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,PVT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Discharged: 2/8/1946 
Died: 12/21/2004 

Parents: Peter "Pete" Daniel Jolly and Elizabeth Catherine Braun Jolly 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 27 Sep 1944: 14. 

 

 
Indianapolis (IN) Star 15 Oct 1944: 19. Website (newspapers.com) 
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Ralph Henry "Pete" Kasten 

While Pete was in the service, his wife oversaw his elected posi�on as the county treasurer 
through two terms. 

Born: 7/13/1913 
Entered: 3/8/1944 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35244929,PVT 
Discharged:  
Died: 2/25/1996 

Spouse: Alma Opal Hinderlider Kasten 
Parents: Fredrick Edward and Clemen�ne Angeline Cox Kasten 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 19 Oct 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 19 Oct 1944: 5. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 8 Nov 1944: 2. 
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Walter Sam "Sam" Patrick 

Pinched in Pulaski County as AWOL, probably visi�ng rela�ves in Star City. 

Born: 1/9/1924 
Entered: 3/14/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35550040,PVT 
Discharged:  
Died: 1/17/1987 

Parents: Clarence Earl "Thomas" and Josephine Brooks Patrick 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 16 Nov 1944: 8. 
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Arthur William Pugh 

Arthur earned a Bronze Star by exposing himself to draw enemy fire, enabling his platoon to 
discover and knock out enemy posi�ons. 

Born: 3/2/1918 
Entered: 5/12/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35159981,SGT 
Awards: Bronze Star 
Discharged: 9/20/1945 
Died: 6/22/1991 

Parents: Leroy "Roy" Eugene and Alwilda Mays Pugh 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Sep 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 9 Nov 1944: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Nov 1944: 1. 
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Donald Richard "Don" Hair 

Don wrote his daddy about a 5-day sea batle, including when an enemy ship was struck, and 
“There were Jap survivors all over the place.  The oil was thick on the water from their ships 
that were sunk.  The monkey faced creatures were trying to swim through the oil and they 
looked like black balls bobbing around in the water.” 

Born: 6/24/1924 
Entered:  
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,S1c 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Discharged: 12/12/1945 
Died: 5/22/2012 

Parents: Milo Edward (Esther Marie S�les[deceased]) Hair 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Sep 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 23 Nov 1944: 1. 
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Donald Eugene Wentzel 

Donald reported that he was among the first Americans to enter Paris and that he wrote that 
he had never been kissed so much in his life in a leter - to his wife! 

Born: 4/7/1914 
Entered: 7/21/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,O-405676,MJR 
Medal: Croix de Guerre 
Discharged: 2/18/1946 
Died: 1/15/1968 

Spouse: Myrtle Roberta Wheatley Wentzel 
Parents: Charles Wesley and Nellie Mabel Kelso Wentzel 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Mar 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 9 Nov 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 8 Nov 1945: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 5 Jun 1947: 1. 
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Ivan Mar�n Bierrum 

During the Great Depression, Ivan was a barnstormer, and died in a nursing home in Iron River 
MI, coincidently an enclave of the author's maternal family (likely where his son happened to 
be living during the last years of Ivan's life). 

Born: 12/13/1912 
Entered: 9/10/1942? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,,S/SGT 
Awards: Purple Heart, 2 Air Medals 
Discharged: 5/19/1945? 
Died: 9/12/2002 

Spouse: Edna Mae Kersey Bierrum 
Parents: Peter and Mary Barbara Fillman Bierrum 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 23 Sep 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 May 1936: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Jun 1936: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 25 Jun 1936: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Jul 1936: 2. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Nov 1944: 1. 
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(Crystal Falls MI) Crystal View 25 Sep 2002 (Collec�on of bigfish3). 
Website (ancestry.com). 
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William Richard "Richard" "Dick" Heinke 

Dick, who named his A-26 Invader bomber, "Winamac Werewolf", earned his Air Medal 
bombing road and rail junc�ons in Kall, Germany. 

Born: 7/2/1921 
Entered: 2/27/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,16029199,1LT 
Medal: Air Medal 
Discharged:  
Died: 10/14/1987 

Parents: Cleo Marcellus Richardson (William Roland Lewis[deceased]) Heinke (?) Dunn 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 15 Mar 1945: 1. 

'Winamac Werewolf' and Dick Heinke 

 
(Collec�on of theywerethere). Website (ebay.com). 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Dec 1944: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Mar 1945: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican  1 Mar 1945: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 14 Mar 1945: 9. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Mar 1945: 1. 

 
'Winamac Werewolf' 

 
(Collec�on of 416th BG Archive) Apr 1945. Website (416th.com). 
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William Hugh "Billie" Trayler 

William earned his Bronze Star when he rushed into a burning ammuni�on dump to rescue a 
truck. 

Born: 6/24/1921 
Entered: 7/1/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,LT 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged: 7/2/1946 
Died: 2/5/2005 

Parents: Woodford Fitzhugh Scraper and Sadie "Sally" Petry Traylor 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 1 Feb 1945: 5. 
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In 1944, between the two local compe�ng eight-page weeklies, there were about 40 war-
related news items every week.  Of those items, about 30 men�oned one or more of Our Boys.  
The rest were war-related issues of local interest, including war-related women’s clubs, 
recycling, labor shortages, and ra�oning. 

Markets 

The 1944 agricultural Market prices were about double those of 1939 and about a third of 
those of 1943. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Jan 1944: 8. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Jan 1944: 8. 
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Cheer Up Club, et al. 

The worries of the US entry into the war in Europe, followed by two years of World War I, 
surely weighed on the folks in Pulaski County.  Sharing that burden helped. For women, there 
had been a tradi�on of social clubs. Now that tradi�on had turned toward coping with the 
worry of the loved ones away at war and with the burdens of ra�oning and recycling at home. 
Announcements of mee�ngs for new clubs, such as the Cheer Up Club, Happy Hour Class, and 
Polly Ann Sewing Club, began to appear. 
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Ra�oning 

Ra�oning con�nued, though to some degree mediated by Victory Gardens.  Fortunately, farm 
machinery was becoming more available. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Apr 1944: 5. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Jul 1944: 5. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 28 Sep 1944: 1. 
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Recycling 

Cooking fats were vital to the war effort in the produc�on of explosives.  Recycled paper was 
also of use. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 2 Mar 1944: 5. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 21 Feb 1944: 4. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Jul 1944: 6. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Sep 1944: 7. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Dec 1944: 8. 
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Kids help! 

At the urging of schools and other organiza�ons, children gathered milkweed pods to be used 
for life jackets. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Aug 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 17 Aug 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 31 Aug 1944: 6. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Sep 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Nov 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 16 Nov 1944: 5. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Nov 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 23 Nov 1944: 5. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Dec 1944: 2. 
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Labor Shortages 

The bad news was the labor shortage caused by Our Boys going off to war.  The good news was 
that the unemployment office had closed. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 23 Mar 1944: 3. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 9 Mar 1944: 8. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 4 May 1944: 7. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 27 Jul 1944: 6. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 22 Jun 1944: 9. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Sep 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 12 Oct 1944: 4. 
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Kingsbury Ordnance Plant 

Kingsbury, the muni�ons plant north of Winamac, was a major employer.  Note that op�mism 
in the September item, “Kingsbury Future is Uncertain” (below), that the D-Day invasion of 
France guaranteed the end of Hitler.  In October, there was another “Open House”.  The 
previous year's event drew 30,000 atendees.  In November, there was a “War Film”.  (Imagine 
that in “IMAX” today!). 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 20 Jan 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 20 Jan 1944: 5. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 25 May 1944: 4. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 3 Aug 1944: 5. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Nov 1944: 4. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 30 Nov 1944: 5. 
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Ra�oning 

While Victory Gardens were s�ll encouraged, ra�oning of meat ended as well as of most farm 
machinery. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Apr 1944: 5. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 May 1944: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 11 May 1944: 6. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Jul 1944: 5. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Aug 1944: 7. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 28 Sep 1944: 1. 
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D-Day 

Although specifics were kept secret, an Allied invasion of France was expected, and “Invasion 
Prayers” were planned.  The event was excep�onal in another way.  It was the first �me in at 
least 35 years that these two local weeklies had front-page items about an interna�onal event.  
Although op�mism about the quick end to the war was high, Doc Halleck, now a Lt.Col., wrote 
home, “Do not let your hopes for an early victory get built up….”. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 11 May 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Jun 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 8 Jun 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 8 Jun 1944: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 8 Jun 1944: 6. 
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War Dogs 

In February 1944, seven “War Dogs” were accepted for training, although Jerry was returned 
four months later for being “of nervous temperament”.  Tippie’s owner heard nothing but 
praise in a leter from the dog’s handler. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Feb 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Apr 1944: 8. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Jun 1944: 1. 
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Weapons on Parade! 

In October, a “Firepower Caravan” stopped at the courthouse square.  A Jeep, personnel 
carrier, half-track with a 50-caliber machine gun, and an amphibious “duck,” as well as guns, 
other weapons, and equipment, were demonstrated by soldiers, many of whom had combat 
experience and some were Purple Heart recipients. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 12 Oct 1944: 6. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Oct 1944: 1. 
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War Bonds 

The year 1944 started with leters from Don and Harold, sta�oned in the Pacific, urging 
everyone to buy bonds.  The full-page bond ads were thought-provoking. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Jan 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Jan 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 27 Apr 1944: 7. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Jun 1944: 8. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Aug 1944: 5. 
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Honor Roll 

At the start of 1944, the American Legion built a wall to iden�fy “Our Boys” in service.  By the 
end of 1944, a more somber “Honor Roll” had grown to 21 of Our Boys dead.  Unknown at the 
�me, there were another 51 lost who had been connected to Pulaski County through blood or 
marriage. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Feb 1944: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 21 Sep 1944: 2. 
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Our Boys started to come home! 

By 1944, some of the veterans had returned home, typically due to batle wounds.  The 
government had begun providing benefits to its veterans. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 27 Jul 1944: 8. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Sep 1944: 8. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 7 Sep 1944: 1. 

 

 


