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The Allies prevailed in North Africa against the Italians and Germans.  That victory allowed an 
Allied atack on Italy from the south.  In the fall, although Italy had surrendered, the 
countryside was under German control, so the Allies batled on. 

On the other side of Europe, like Napoleon before him, Hitler was unsuccessful in conquering 
Russia, in part because of its harsh winter weather. 

The Allies prevailed over the Italians and Germans in North Africa. This victory facilitated an 
Allied atack on southern Italy in July 1943.  

During this year, US forces fought island by island to gain control of the Pacific.  

 

Twenty-one of Our Boys died in 1943, nearly double the previous year. 

Some died during training in Indiana and other stateside posts.  Edward's plane crashed at a 
naval training sta�on 30 miles from his home.  A former Logansport police officer, Chuck, had 
just deplaned his glider during night training in North Carolina when he was killed by another 
landing glider.  Donald died at 18 of a heart ailment in a Veteran’s Hospital in Chicago. 

Others died in countries far, far from home.  A leter to his sister, writen a week before his 
death, indicated that David was in the hospital suffering from a tropical disease.  Dick spoke at 
the Winamac Kiwanis luncheon three months before his death over the Mediterranean.  Elbert 
served in the 101st Ar�llery band in England, where he was struck by a vehicle.  Many died on 
the batlefields of Europe and the South Pacific. 

Others died at sea.  A former assistant county agricultural agent, Tom, was lost at sea while on 
a hazardous mission in a rowboat launched from his ship during a storm.  Not only did the 
country lose The Four Chaplains when the USS Dorchester sank in the North Atlan�c, but also 
one of our Pulaski County boys, Earl. 

A profile of each fallen serviceman is in this chapter’s sec�on, “The Dead”. 

 

We had at least five earn the Air Medal, three earn the Dis�nguished Flying Cross, and one earn 
the Dis�nguished Service Cross (second only to the Medal of Honor).  There were also Purple 
Hearts for the wounded and killed in ac�on. 

Robert earned a Bronze Star for disregarding his own safety while leading the clearing of a mine 
field and construc�ng a temporary river ford to enable the construc�on of vital communica�on 
lines, likely also the reason for his field promo�on to lieutenant.  Later that year, he and Arliss 
from his hometown met on a narrow road in Sicily. 

During the war years, there were more than 100 occasions when Pulaski County servicemen 
met brothers, cousins, and friends. Almost half were coincidental mee�ngs: onboard large 
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troop ships headed into a war zone, in a port city, in the same or nearby military unit, or in a 
hospital, restaurant, or on a street corner. One such bitersweet event was a mee�ng between 
the Kocher brothers, Arthur and Harry, in 1943. They met a second �me in 1944, just three 
months before Harry was killed. 

Many Pulaski County men were mee�ng up in Europe and the South Pacific, and filling their 
leters home with war stories. 

In August 1943, as a bomber co-pilot, Bob Bigler had to wrestle the controls entangled by the 
body of his pilot, killed at the start of a bombing run. 

Frank&Magdalena had fi�een grandchildren in service. 

And Harold, who ran a bakery, was dra�ed, se�ng the town in a �zzy. 

The details of these stories are in this chapter’s sec�on, “War Stories”. 

 

Back home, folks faced more shortages due to the war. Ra�oning con�nued for �res, coffee, 
sugar, gasoline, and fuel oil, and began for processed foods, meat, and fats, including cheese 
and buter. With �re and gasoline ra�oning con�nuing, and no new cars, where was there to 
go? Shoe ra�oning further limited travel and ac�vity. Fortunately, being mostly rural, Pulaski 
County had a wealth of garden space, field crops, and pastureland for livestock. 

In southern Indiana, Freeman Field was dedicated.  It was named a�er Dick, a celebrated local 
boy, West Point graduate, and Army Air Corps flier, killed during a stateside training flight just 
before the start of World War II. 

Civilians were asked to recycle cooking fats, rubber, scrap metal, par�cularly �n (used for 
packaging), and fabrics, par�cularly silk (used for maps).  Cooking fats would be used in 
explosives. 

The Kingsbury Ordnance Plant, manufacturing shells and bombs, held an “Open House” several 
�mes, including one within weeks a�er an explosion. 

The details of these stories are in this chapter’s sec�on, “Also in the Paper”. 
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This is a summary of the news in print available to most residents of Pulaski County in 1943.  
The primary news sources were two compe�ng local weeklies that focused solely on local news, 
except for government news related to farming.  A nearby daily newspaper provided state, 
na�onal, and interna�onal news, including progress in the war.  There was no internet, no 
television, and minimal news on the radio and in movie theatres. 

In 1943, the Logansport Pharos-Tribune published daily, except on Sundays and holidays.  
Nearly all the major headlines were related to the war.  Na�onal strikes, primarily in coal, 
dominated the headlines for most of the remaining days, while local flooding dominated the 
final few days. 

About one-fi�h of those headlines concerned the batles for control of North Africa.  Allied 
control of North Africa allowed the assault on Italy through Sicily.  By September, the Allies had 
captured Sicily, and Italy had surrendered.  However, the Germans held Rome and the rest of 
Italy for the rest of the year, accoun�ng for one quarter of the headlines.  Throughout the year, 
items about Allied bombing accounted for about 10% of the headlines about Germany.  About 
15% of the headlines were related to Russia driving back the Germans into Ukraine.  The Pacific 
war zone garnered about 5% of the headlines.  Over the summer, the U.S. gained strategic 
control of the Aleu�an Islands near Alaska and the Solomon Islands east of New Guinea.  In 
December, the New Britain islands, even closer to New Guinea, were under U.S. control. 
Surprisingly, six headlines were referencing the "Allied invasion of northern France" a full year 
before the actual D-Day invasion. 

 

Interna�onal News 

Italy surrendered. 

U.S. General Dwight D. Eisenhower was named Supreme Allied Commander of the European 
Theater of Opera�ons. 

Na�onal News 

The Civilian Conserva�on Corps (CCC) and the Works Progress Administra�on (WPA), two Great 
Depression programs for the unemployed, were abolished as most young men were in service. 

State News 

The number of women in the Indiana workforce rose from over 250,000 in prewar 1940 to 390,000 in 
1943. 

Local News 

Gene, 27, a prominent woman and recent mother, commits suicide. 

Friends and neighbors picked corn for a recently-deceased farmer, a burn vic�m, and three ill 
farmers. 
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In southern Indiana, Freeman Field was dedicated.  It was named a�er Dick Freemen, a 
celebrated local boy, West Point graduate, and Army flier killed in a Nevada mountain air crash 
just before the start of World War II. 

Ralph, 17, loses an arm while plan�ng. 

Eight dogs were volunteered for the war effort. 

The month of May tops the 25-year rainfall record. 

Bill, 16, was killed by a train; two other boys escaped injury. 

Dr. Shill, 62, a local den�st, was found dead in his office lab from a heart atack. 

Two were killed, and three were hurt in the Kingsbury Ordnance Plant explosions. 

Arden, 53, owner of the Republican, died. 

Local Dramas 

Dicky, 12, was shot in the leg during "gun play" by Billy, 8, using his uncle’s rifle. 

Joey, 3, playing Superman, falls three stories. 

Bakery closure due to the baker's enlistment was postponed. 

A state policeman thought he saw a familiar face in nearby Medaryville. A�er checking his 
wanted posters, he realized that the face belonged to a murderer who escaped from a 
Michigan prison three years earlier. 

News for the Future 

There were events, great and small, that were unknown to residents of Pulaski County in 1943 
that would become par�cularly important. 

The U.S. success at Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands, along with the Batle of Midway the 
previous year, helped turn the �de against the Japanese. 

The Warsaw Gheto uprising ended with 13,000 Jews killed and another 50,000 deported to 
extermina�on camps. 

The Japanese sank future U.S. President John F. Kennedy’s PT 109.  He and his crew were found 
3 days later. 

FDR, Churchill, and Stalin planned “Opera�on Overlord”, the invasion of Europe, which would 
become “D-Day”. 

While finishing the construc�on of the Pentagon, Major General Leslie Groves was assigned to 
organize the construc�on of the Atomic Bomb at Los Alamos, NM. 
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The popular music of 1943 included: 

Pistol Packin' Mama Al Dexter 

Pistol Packin' Mama Bing Crosby & The Andrews Sisters 

Paper Doll The Mills Brothers 

You'll Never Know Dick Haymes 

I've Heard That Song Before Harry James with Helen Forrest  

Sunday, Monday or Always Bing Crosby 

That Old Black Magic Glenn Miller 

As Time Goes By Rudy Vallee 

Comin' in on a Wing & a Prayer The Song Spinners 

Taking A Chance On Love Benny Goodman 

In the Blue of the Evening Tommy Dorsey & Frank Sinatra 

All or Nothing at All Frank Sinatra 

For Me & My Gal Judy Garland & Gene Kelly 

Oh, What a Beau�ful Mornin' Bing Crosby & Trudy Erwin 

You'd Be So Nice to Come Home to Dinah Shore 

Brazil (Aquarela do Brasil) Xavier Cugat 

Don't Get Around Much Anymore Duke Ellington 

People Will Say We're in Love Bing Crosby & Trudy Erwin 

Why Don't You Fall In Love With Me? Dinah Shore 

It Can't Be Wrong Dick Haymes 

 

The most popular movies of 1943 were: 

This is the Army - George Murphy, Joan Leslie, Ronald Reagan 
For Whom the Bell Tolls - Gary Cooper, Ingrid Bergman 
The Song of Bernadete - Jennifer Jones, William Eythe, Charles Bickford 
Stage Door Canteen - Cheryl Walker, Lon McCallister, Margaret Early 
Star Spangled Rhythm - The Stars of Paramount Pictures 
Thousands Cheer - Kathryn Grayson, Gene Kelly 
Casablanca - Humphrey Bogart, Ingrid Bergman, Paul Henreid 
Coney Island - Bety Grable, George Montgomery, Cesar Romero 
Des�na�on Tokyo - Cary Grant, John Garfield 
Dixie - Bing Crosby, Dorothy Lamour 
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Earl Lee Adams 

Earl’s twin brother, Carl was informed of his death. 

Born: 9/9/1898 
Entered:  
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,37453647,PVT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 2/3/1943 

Parents: Henry E. and Mary Ellen Overmeyer Adams [both deceased] 

On 3 February 1943, Earl Adams, 44, was lost at sea when the U.S.A.T. Dorchester was sunk by 
a German U-Boat in the North Atlan�c.  (Also lost were the four U.S. Army “Immortal 
Chaplains”.)  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He was from Culver, but had cousins in 
Winamac.  He was memorialized on the Tablets of the Missing, East Coast Memorial, 
Manhatan, NY. 

 

 
Culver (IN) Citizen 21 Apr 1943: 1. Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Edward Augus�ne Hardin 

During a training flight, Edward's plane crashed into a field near his own home. 

Born: 2/2/1902 
Entered: 9/?/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USNR,,AMM3c 
Died: 5/14/1943 

Parents: Frank McCree and Effie May Smith Hardin 

On 14 May 1943, Edward Hardin, 41, was killed in a plane crash at nearby Bunker Hill Naval Air 
Sta�on.  He was an Avia�on Machinist's Mate.  He served 8 months.  He was a resident of a 
nearby county.  He was buried in the Kewanna Ci�zens IOOF Cemetery in Kewanna. 

 

 
South Bend (IN) Tribune 15 May 1943: 12. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 20 May 1943: 4. 
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James William Foust 

James would have received his wings the next day. 

Born: 1/20/1919 
Entered: 9/5/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,38236149,CPL 
Died: 6/1/1943 

Parents: Clarence Jesse and Clara Barbara Geiger Foust 

On 1 June 1943, James Foust, 24, was killed in the crash of a bomber during a storm near 
Laredo, TX.  He was a gunner and mechanic who would have earned his wings the next day.  He 
served 13 months.  He lived in Winamac as a child.  He was buried in Laredo, TX. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Jul 1943: 2. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Jul 1943: 1. 
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Thomas Kenton “Tom” Parkison 

The former assistant county agricultural agent, Tom, was lost at sea while on a hazardous 
mission in his ship’s wherry during a storm. 

Born: 11/10/1916 
Entered: 3/14/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USNR,O-162959,ENS 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 6/22/1943 

Parents: William Kenton and Besse Mable Hardy Parkison 

On 22 June 1943, Tom Parkison, 26, was reported lost at sea in a wherry during a storm near 
Australia, according to the captain of his sub-chaser.  He served 11 months, including 7 months 
in the Pacific war zone.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He was from Francesville.  He was 
memorialized at the Walls of the Missing, Manila American Cemetery, Taguig City, Philippines, 
and at Weston Cemetery in Rensselaer. 

 

 
Thomas Kenton Parkison. Rensselaer (IN) Central High School 

Annual, 1934. 

 

 
(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 7 Aug 1943: 6. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Aug 1943: 1. 
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Ivan J. Tieman 

Ivan was the first fatality from Beaver Township. 

Born: 2/21/1912 
Entered: 5/18/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35354622,SSGT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 6/25/1943 

Parents: Lewis and Anna Marie Johnson Tieman[both deceased] 
Fiancée: Miss Violet Fry 

On 25 June 1943, Ivan Tieman, 29, was killed in ac�on while serving as engineer and top turret 
gunner in his B-17 Flying Fortress bomber returning to base.  He served 14 months, including a 
month in the European war zone.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He was from Beaver Twp.  
He was buried in Pulaski.  He was engaged. 

 

 
Ivan Tieman. (Collection of nikktieman) - 

www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/15338766/person/308360566/medi

a/2e220225-5eec-498e-9df5-d3aba2d45227. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Jul 1943: 1. 
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(Monongahela PA) Daily Republican 15 Sep 1943: 3. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Mar 1944: 1. 
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Jack Davidson 

Ini�ally, the downed B-17 Flying Fortress appeared intact in occupied France, and the Red Cross 
was hopeful that Jack and the crew had parachuted but may have been captured. 

Born: 4/24/1920 
Entered: 5/20/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAC, 35327696,TSGT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 7/4/1943 

Spouse: Helen Richards Davidson 
Parents: Thomas M. "Tom" and Laura McIn�re Davidson 

On 4 July 1943, Jack Davidson, 23, was ini�ally reported missing in ac�on over occupied France, 
but by October, he was considered killed in ac�on.  He served 15 months, including 2 months in 
the European war zone.  He was awarded the Purple Heart.  He was a lifelong resident of Leiters 
Ford.  He was buried at the Normandy American Cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, France.  He 
was married. 

 

 
Jack Davidson (Collection of David W Foltz) - 
ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/159831441/person/352162806055/
media/f588db4a-5547-4c4f-8ce8-5604d4ac35f2. 

 

 
South Bend (IN) Tribune 14 Jul 1943: 13 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Oct 1943: 1. 
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Jay Jordan 

Like his younger brother, Jack, who would also perish in the war, Jay, 7, wrote a leter to Santa. 

Born: 1/3/1916 
Entered: 10/?/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,300048,SGT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 7/10/1943 

Spouse: Vera Janice McDonald Jordan 
Parents: Thomas Jefferson and Icile Valdora "Dora" Hickman Jordan [both deceased] 

On 10 July 1943, Jay Jordan, 27, was killed in ac�on in New Georgia, Solomon Islands.  He lived 
in Winamac as a young child.  He is memorialized in Winamac.  He was married. 

 

 
Jay Jordan, 4 Nov 1940. VerRecs.archive.gov. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Dec 1922: 2. 

 

 
(Benton Harbor MI) News-Palladium 7 Aug 1943: 10. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Oct 1943: 1. 
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Dennis Wayne Dorset 

Although listed on the “In Memorium” plaque on the local courthouse lawn, Dennis’ likely the 
only connec�on was that he worked in Pulaski County at the �me of his enlistment. 

Born: 3/14/1924 
Entered: 11/13/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,15335600,PFC 
Died: 7/14/1943 

Parents: Shirley Blaine and Mary Agnes Akins Dorset 

On 14 July 1943, Dennis Dorset, 19, drowned in Manchester, NH, near an army camp.  He 
served for 8 months.  He was listed as living in Pulaski County in his military records, but resided 
in Putnam County.  There was no men�on of him in either the Pulaski County (IN) Democrat, 
Winamac (IN) Republican, or Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune.  He was buried in the cemetery in 
Cloverdale. 

 

 
Dennis Dorsett (Collection of Jordan Vaughn). 
ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/11398878/person/142192232600/m
edia/ed9287aa-1dfe-4017-b835-b02416f69819. 

 

 

 
Indianapolis (IN) Star 18 July 1943: 34. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Richard Jesse Allee 

Born: 6/23/1922 
Entered: 6/23/1942 
Branch, SN, Rank: USAAC,15103587,SSGT 
Medals: AM, PUC, PH 
Died: 7/23/1943 

Parents: Charles Blaine "Charlie" "Chas" and Gladys Irene Kilander Allee 

On 26 July 1943, Richard, 21, died when the bomber in which he was le� waist gunner was 
atacked and crashed in Belgium.  He was served 11 months.  His folks were from Francesville.  
He was buried at the Ardennes American Cemetery in Nuepre, Belgium. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Aug 1943: 1. 
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Donald Edward Rafferty 

Donald's heart failed a�er just two months in service. 

Born: 12/15/1924 
Entered: 3/2/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35094831,PVT 
Discharged:  
Died: 8/16/1943 

Parents: Leo Joseph and Grace Klein Rafferty 

On 16 August 1943, Donald Rafferty, 18, died of a heart ailment in a Veteran’s Hospital in 
Chicago.  He served for 5 months.  He had an uncle in Pulaski County.  He was buried in 
Merrillville. 

 

 
(Valparaiso IN) Vidette-Messenger 18 Aug 1943: 6. 
Website (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Aug 1943: 8. 
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John Wesley Hickman 

In an earlier leter that summer, John expresses excitement about receiving two recent issues 
of the Republican. 

Born: 3/11/1921 
Entered: 2/13/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,8635326,S2c 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 9/11/1943 

Spouse: Mildred R. Brooker Hickman 
Parents: Pirl Otho and Opal Hoover Hickman 

On 11 September 1943, John Hickman, 22, was killed in ac�on near Salerno when the USS 
Savannah was sunk.  Two months earlier, he had been reported missing in action.  He had 
served for 8 months, including 6 months in the European war zone.  His parents live in Lawton.  
He is memorialized on Tablets of the Missing, Sicily-Rome American Cemetery and Memorial, 
Nettuno, Città Metropolitana di Roma Capitale, Lazio, Italy.  He was married with a child. 

 

 
John Hickman (Collec�on of Ronda Loehmer) - 

www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/30521728/person/12770009214/me

dia/a04e2486-7837-4149-8807-24e302a93fdc 

 

 

 
Indianapolis (IN) Star 11 Nov 1943: 13. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Lyle C. Weidner 

Lyle had a sister in the WACs, as well as cousins in the army and nursing school. 

Born: 8/2/1923 
Entered: 1/5/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,339824,PVT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 10/1/1943 

Parents: Cecil Ernest and Henrieta Wheeler Weidner 

On 1 October 1943, Lyle Weidner, 20, was killed in ac�on in the Solomon Islands.  He was 
posthumously awarded the Purple Heart.  He served 22 months, including the Pacific war zone.  
His parents lived in Monterey.  He was buried in Round Lake Cemetery in Knox. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Oct 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Feb 1944: 1. 
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Edward Leroy Fowble 

Edward had recently been promoted and had been recommended for the Silver Star. 

Born: 10/28/1920 
Entered: 1/23/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,O-728849,CPT 
Medal: Silver Star 
Died: 10/3/1943 

Parents: George Albert and Frances Mildred Keitzer Fowble 

On 3 October 1943, Edward Fowble, 23, was killed in ac�on while flying a B-24 Liberator to 
Marrakech for repairs a�er a bombing mission.  He had previously been awarded the Air Medal.  
He had been in service 22 months, including the North African war zone.  He had a grandfather 
and an uncle in Monterey.  He was buried in Hobart. 

 

 
Edward Fowble (third from le�) (Collec�on of dlits17) - ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/48263014/person/27785272611/media/f5ac89e0-1c78-46b2-9ac8-0f8be34eec97 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 14 Oct 1943: 1. 
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Edward Francis Osborn 

Could the legacy of his great uncle, being the first in Pulaski County to die in World War I, have 
doomed Edward? 

Born: 12/20/1920 
Entered: 10/8/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35373294,S/SGT 
Medals: Air Medal, Purple Heart 
Died: 10/8/1943 

Parents: Oszro David and Nellie Cleo Pfost Osborn 

On 8 October 1943, Edward Osborn, 23, earlier reported as missing, was killed in ac�on over 
Bremen, Germany.  He was a tail gunner on a bomber.  He was awarded the Air Medal and the 
Purple Heart. He served 24 months, including one month in the European war zone.  His 
parents lived in Rich Grove Twp.  He was buried in Winamac Cemetery. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 8 Aug 1918. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 13 Jan 1944: 1. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 29 Jan 1944: 6. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Nov 1945: 1. 
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David C. Williams 

A leter to his sister, writen a week before his death, indicated that David was in the hospital 
suffering from a tropical disease. 

Born: 12/30/1911 
Entered: 3/22/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35044736,CPL 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 10/21/1943 

Parents: Mary Della "Della" Kleckner (David[deceased]) Williams 

On 21 October 1943, David Williams, 28, was killed in ac�on in Naples, Italy, when his hospital 
was bombed.  He served 19 months, including 7 months in the European war zone.  He was 
awarded the Purple Heart.  He was from Monterey.  He was buried at the Sicily-Rome American 
Cemetery and Memorial in Netuno, Cità Metropolitana di Roma Capitale, Lazio, Italy. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Nov 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 18 Nov 1943: 1. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 13 Sep 1944: 5. 
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John Everet Lewis 

Although listed on the “In Memorium” plaque on the local courthouse lawn, John E. Lewis was 
a resident of Hyden, KY, which is near Pulaski County, KY, and his only connec�on likely was 
that he worked in Pulaski County at the �me of his enlistment. 

Born: 1/21/1924 
Entered: 10/12/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,15332882,PFC 
Died: 11/3/1943 

Parents: William Nicholas and Zana Juanita Sizemore Lewis 

On 3 November 1943, John Lewis, 19, died in the crash of a B-24 Liberator bomber in Aledo, TX.  
There was no men�on of him in either the Pulaski County (IN) Democrat, Winamac (IN) 
Republican, or Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune.  His burial loca�on was not found on 
findagrave.com or on the Na�onal Cemetery Administra�on website. (He may be buried in a 
private cemetery near his family.) 

 

 
Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram 4 Nov 1943: 1&6. Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Jesse Brudnal Crecelius 

Jesse was declared dead a year a�er he was reported missing. 

Born: 2/22/1915 
Entered: 3/18/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,O-731835,1LT 
Medals: Dis�nguished Flying Cross, Air Medal, Purple Heart 
Died: 11/10/1943 

Parents: Philip Clark and Sadie Frances Burton Crecelius 

On 11 November 1943, Jesse Crecelius, 28, ini�ally reported missing, was declared killed in 
ac�on a year later.  He was the co-pilot on a B-17 Flying Fortress bomber making a forced 
landing in the Mediterranean near Corsica a�er returning from a mission over North Africa.  He 
served 32 months, including 8 months in the North Africa war zone.  He was awarded the 
Dis�nguished Flying Cross, Air Medal, and Purple Heart.  His parents lived in Medaryville.  He 
was memorialized at the Sicily-Rome American Cemetery in Netuno, Italy. 

 

 
Jesse Crecelius (Collection of Tom) 
findagrave.com/memorial/67288708/jesse-burton-
crecelius#view-photo=40039705. 

 

 
(Seymour IN) Tribune 2 Dec 1943: 1. Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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[at least on Front Page, unlike the 
Republican] 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Dec 1943: 1. 

 
One son MIA, but the other home on 
furlough 
[MIAs no longer front page in the 
Republican] 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 30 Dec 1943: 8. 

 

 
(Seymour IN) Tribune 1 Sep 1945: 1. Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Elbert Richard Howe 

Elbert served in the 101st Ar�llery band in England. 

Born: 12/1/1908 
Entered: 3/23/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35044731,PFC 
Died: 11/21/1943 

Parents: George Richard "Terry" (Grace Pearl Antrim[deceased]) Howe 

On 21 November 1943, Elbert Howe, 35, was killed when struck by a vehicle near Newberry, 
Berkshire, England.  He served nearly 24 months, including about 3 months in the European war 
zone. He was from Medaryville.  He was buried in the Cambridge American Cemetery, 
Cambridge, England. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Dec 1943: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 20 Dec 1943: 1. 
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Richard “Dick” Busby Reed 

Dick spoke at the Winamac Kiwanis luncheon three months before his death. 

Born: 7/17/1920 
Entered: 3/19/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USACC,O-736655,2LT 
Medals: Air Medal, Purple Heart 
Died: 11/24/1943 

Parents: Clark Logan and Beulah Busby Reed 

On 24 November 1943, Dick Reed, 23, declared missing for 2 years, was killed when his B-17 
Flying Fortress bomber, in which he was navigator, crashed.  It was returning to Tunis from a 
bombing mission to Toulon, France, when it was hit by fire and flak over the Mediterranean Sea 
between France and Corsica.  He was posthumously awarded the Air Medal and the Purple 
Heart.  He served 19 months, including in the North African and European war zones.  He lived 
in Star City most of his life.  He was memorialized in the Tablets of the Missing at the Rhone 
American Cemetery in Draguignan, France. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 26 Aug 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Jan 1945: 1. 
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Charles Mar�n "Chuck" Miller 

Chuck was a star basketball player and a former police officer. 

Born: 12/26/1913 
Entered: 2/8/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35090083,T/5 
Died: 12/7/1943 

Spouse: Adah Mae Bonny Miller 
Parents: Dennis and Mary Katherine "Ka�e" Umphrey Miller 

On 7 December 1943, Chuck Miller, 29, as he sat in a jeep a�er deplaning a glider, was struck 
and killed by another glider during night maneuvers in North Carolina.  He served 10 months.  
He was from Winamac.  He was buried at Mt Hope Cemetery in Logansport.  He was married. 

 

 
Chuck Miller (Collec�on of clschmicker) - ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/12199669/person/-
315015099/media/e07d9264-09f1-4c92-8703-e1a5c192adb8. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 8 Jul 1941: 10. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Dec 1943: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 11 Dec 1943: 1. 
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Walter Henry Hauser 

The last leter that Walter sent home, a week before he was reported missing, was from South 
America! 

Born: 12/24/1921 
Entered: 9/1/1942? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,35368991,S2c 
Died: 12/8/1943 

Parents: John Henry and Mary Elizabeth Trapp Hauser 

On 8 Dec 1943, Walter Hauser, 21, ini�ally reported missing in ac�on, was killed in ac�on in the 
Atlas Mountains of North Africa.  He was a member of a B-24 Liberator bomber crew.  He 
served 15 months, including in the North African war zone.  His parents were formerly from 
Winamac and Star City.  He was buried in the Jefferson Barracks Na�onal Cemetery in St. Louis, 
MO. 

 

 
Indianapolis (IN) News 14 Dec 1943: 12. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
South Bend (IN) Tribune 17 Dec 1943: 26. 

Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Jan 1944: 1. 
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Wilford Dean "Dean" Bartlet 

There is a photo of Dean and his father, both in uniform; Dean enlisted in March 1941, and 
Lamont served in World War I. 

Born: 2/8/1916 
Entered: 3/1/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35153835,T/4 or SGT 
Discharged: 8/8/1946 
Died: 6/30/1985 

Parents: Charles Lamont Bartlet  and Amanda May Sheets (Charles Lamont) Bartlet (William 
Oliver "Ollie") Bailey (John F.) Bledsoe  

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Jan 1943: 1. 

 

 
Dean and daddy, Aug 1944 (Collec�on of HoosierHeartPa�) - 
ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/169778111/person/392201254116/
media/8b31a989-a5b7-478c-bf47-9bf3915dfabb. 
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Richard Lewis "Richie" Dilts 

While in R.O.T.C. at Purdue, Richard played a prominent role in a government training film, 
“Colleges at War”.  

Born: 4/8/1919 
Entered:  
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,LT 
Discharged:  
Died: 2/18/1986 

Spouse: Clara Jane "Jane" Ballard Dilts 
Parents: Russell "Russ" Allen and Lenora Mary Obright Dilts 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Apr 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 7 Jan 1943: 1. 
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Harry O�s Miller 

On an early Monday morning in February 1943, Harry had just boarded a streetcar to take him 
back to the Great Lakes Naval Training Sta�on in downtown Chicago.  He was returning from a 
visit with his folks in Winamac.  On board was a woman, hospital-bound, giving birth.  Harry 
helped, but exited the car before the reporters arrived. 

In the summer of 1945, Harry earned a Bronze Star for trea�ng wounded shipmates for over 17 
hours. 

Born: 4/28/1922 
Entered: 11/24/1942? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,Pharmacist's Mate 1/c 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged:  
Died: 12/24/2014 

Parents: Jus�ce Dennis and Mary Katherine "Ka�e" Umphrey Miller 

 

 
Harry O. Miller (Collec�on of clschmicker) - 
ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/12199669/person/-
315013429/media/487d2ba5-bfcc-4808-a541-9a6b714766e8. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Feb 1943: 1. 
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Harold Kenneth Peterson 

Harold wrote to the folks that he went elephant hun�ng. 

Born: 4/2/1919 
Entered: 3/17/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35154827,SGT 
Medal: Air Medal 
Discharged: 9/22/1945? 
Died: 8/30/2010 

Parents: George Augustus and Clara Live "Ollie" Braden Peterson 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Feb 1943: 2. 
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George Raymond Zetee 

George earned a furlough as the best sharpshooter in his camp, as did another Francesville 
resident in World War I. 

Born: 7/30/1908 
Entered: 12/3/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35572472,PVT 
Discharged: 6/4/1945 
Died: 4/26/1995 

Spouse: Georgia Dee Pirtle Zete 
Parents: Ethel Conrad (Harvey Nathaniel) Zete 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Mar 1943: 1. 
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Ralph Eugene Wiseley 

Ralph wrote leters to his momma. 

Born: 3/24/1918 
Entered: 10/22/1940 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,15059109,SSGT 
Discharged:  
Died: 6/15/1992 

Parents: Nellie Myrtle Stairet (William Edward[deceased]) Wiseley 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Mar 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Nov 1941: 6. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Mar 1943: 2. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Jul 1943: 6. 
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John William Wuethrich 

In mid-March 1943, a B-25 Mitchell medium bomber seemed to threaten sleepy litle 
Francesville.  It was flown by a local boy, John Wuethrich, who landed in nearby South 
Bend.  The town had expected the flyover.   A year earlier, another local Francesville boy and 
his two crewmates "Flour-bombed" Francesville, before landing at nearby Purdue airport for an 
overnight visit with his folks. 

Born: 3/26/1919 
Entered: 3/17/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,15062187,CPT 
Medal: Air Medal 
Discharged: 1/6/1946 
Died: 4/28/2006 

Spouse: Violet Dupont Wuethrich 
Parents: Mary Elizabeth Pelsy (John W.[deceased]) Wuethrich 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Mar 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 11 Mar 1943: 1. 
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It’s All in the Family with Deverle and Albie, both in the service. 

Deverle’s a POW and Albie’s a WAAC. 

 

Wilbur Deverle "Deverle" "DeVerl" 
Clawson 

Born: 5/21/1920 
Entered: 10/24/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35170881,CPL 
Discharged:  
Died: 3/15/1981 

Spouse: Alberta Abbie Waite Clawson 
 
Parents: Orin Wesley "Blaine" and Viola 
Valen�ne Fansler Shoemaker Clawson 

Alberta “Abbie” Waite Clawson 
 

Born: 7/10/1919 
Entered:  
Branch,SN,Rank: WAAC,, 
Discharged:  
Died: 8/18/1974 

Spouse: Wilbur Deverle "Deverle" "DeVerl" 
Clawson 
Parents: Allen David and Lillian Martha 
Wats Waite 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 30 Sep 1943: 1. 

 

 
Albie Waite Clawson (Collec�on of sandso�ime) - 

findagrave.com/memorial/19561212/alberta-albie-clawson#view-

photo=210673881. 

 



Our Boys: A Community During World War II 
 

20 Dec 2025 ©2025, Jim Phillips Page 48 of 136 

Buddies 

Waldo S�ller, Cleon Feece, and Mel Maxwell were inducted together. 

 

Waldo Vergil S�ller 
 

Born: 2/22/1922 
Entered: 11/6/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USAAC,35567608,PVT 
 
Discharged: 11/29/1945 
Died: 12//10/2004 

Parents: Frank E. and 
Margaret Annie "Annie" 
Maxwell S�ller 

Cleon Feece 
 

Born: 12/19/1914 
Entered: 11/6/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA(Limited 
Service),35567592,PVT 
Discharged: 7/14 1943 
Died: 7/30/1959 

Parents: David Welsey 
"Wesley" and Clara Lewis 
Feece 

Melvin Junior "Mel" 
Maxwell Jr. 

Born: 2/12/1919 
Entered: 11/6/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,35567606,PVT 
 
Discharged:  
Died: 9/12/2009 

Parents: Margaret Dorothy 
Slenker (Melville 
Marion[deceased]) 
Maxwell 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Mar 1943: 1. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for Neil and Dick in the Pacific. 

 

Morris Neil "Neil" Conn 

Born: 3/2/1921 
Entered: 8/6/1942? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,Coxswain 
Discharged:  
Died: 11/20/1997 

Parents: Albert Binns and Ethel Elsie Dailey 
Conn 

Richard Eugene "Dick" Fahler 

Born: 7/19/1921 
Entered: 8/6/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,, 
Discharged:  
Died: 1/13/1991 

Parents: Hale Harry and Cleo Arley Fry 
Fahler 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 12 Nov 1942: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 26 Nov 1942: 1. 
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Robert Lee Good 

Robert describes a troop train ride from Nevada to Texas. 

Born: 7/22/1921 
Entered: 11/14/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,39265893,PFC 
Discharged:  
Died: 3/20/1988 

Parents: Moses Eli "Mose" and Marjorie Fern "Mamie" Poor[deceased] Good 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 15 Apr 1943: 1. 
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All in the Family 

Fourteen grandchildren of Frank&Magdalena Gilsinger served in World War II. 

No! Wait!   Fi�een – Adrian’s enlisted too! 

 

Maximillian Joseph "Max" 
Gilsinger 

Born: 2/19/1911 
Entered: 6/16/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,35357657,SGT 
Discharged: 1/11/1946 
Died: 3/6/1971 

 

Spouse: Lee Nora McMinn 
Gilsinger 
Parents: Joseph Phillip and 
Rosa Elizabeth Shank 
Gilsinger 

Basil Valen�ne Gilsinger 
 

Born: 4/22/1913 
Entered: 1/28/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,35163108,MSGT 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged: 12/20/1945 
Died: 1/23/1992 

 

 
Parents: Joseph Phillip and 
Rosa Elizabeth Shank 
Gilsinger 

Paul Eugene Gilsinger 
 

Born: 1/17/1916 
Entered: 5/13/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,35160032,PVT 
Discharged: 10/30/1945 
Died: 7/18/1965 

 

 

Parents: Joseph Phillip and 
Rosa Elizabeth Shank 
Gilsinger 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Vincent James "Vince" 
Shank 

Born: 1/8/1916 
Entered: 2/16/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USAAC,35258473,CPL 
Medal: Presiden�al Unit 
Cita�on 
Discharged: 9/28/1945 
Died: 11/11/2008 

 

Parents: John Charles and 
Anna M. Gilsinger Shank 

Robert Louis Shank 
 

Born: 3/31/1923 
Entered: 2/12/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,35092562,PVT 
Discharged:  
Died: 4/18/1999 

 

Spouse: Beatrice Bauman 
Shank 
Parents: John Charles and 
Anna M. Gilsinger Shank 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Ralph Francis Miller 

Born: 6/11/1916 
Entered: 5/12/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,35159979,SSGT 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged: 9/28/1945 
Died: 12/19/2006 

Parents: Frank Anthony 
and Cecelia Chris�ne 
Gilsinger Miller 

Harry Edward "Ed" Miller 

Born: 9/11/1922 
Entered: 2/3/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,35090721,LTCOL 
Discharged:  
Died: 1/6/2015 

 
Parents: Frank Anthony 
and Cecelia Chris�ne 
Gilsinger Miller 

Adrian Paul Miller 

Born: 11/16/1924 
Entered: 3/9/1944 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA, 
35244930,PVT 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged: ≤1946 
Died: 11/1/2020 

Parents: Frank Anthony 
and Cecelia Chris�ne 
Gilsinger Miller 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Byron O. Winter 
 

Born: 1/13/1911 
Entered: 2/9/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,35163076,CPL 
Discharged: 2/2/1946 
Died: 3/4/1988 

 
Parents: Mathias 
Lawrence “Mat” and Rosa 
Katherine Gilsinger Winter 

Richard Henry "Dick" 
Winter 

Born: 12/16/1913 
Entered: 10/15/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,SGT 
Discharged:  
Died: 1/2/2006 

 
 
Parents: Mathias 
Lawrence “Mat”  and 
Rosa Katherine Gilsinger 
Winter 

Ray Mathias Winter 
 

Born: 6/11/1917 
Entered: 10/30/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,35563281,CPL 
Discharged: 3/24/1946 
Died: 11/13/1998 

 
Parents: Mathias 
Lawrence “Mat”  and 
Rosa Katherine Gilsinger 
Winter 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

John Henry Shank 
 

Born: 6/20/1921 
Entered: 2/4/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,15061791,PVT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 4/15/1942 

 

Parents: Bernard "Barney" 
Frank (Caroline "Carrie" E. 
Gilsinger[deceased]) Shank 

Carl Bernard Shank 
 

Born: 3/14/1914 
Entered: 2/19/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,35259756,PVT 
Discharged:  
Died: 4/8/1965 

 

Parents: Bernard "Barney" 
Frank (Caroline "Carrie" E. 
Gilsinger[deceased]) Shank 

Albin Francis "Alvin" 
Shank 

Born: 2/19/1917 
Entered: 5/12/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USA,35160042,SGT 
Discharged:  
Died: 5/18/2006 

 

Parents: Bernard "Barney" 
Frank (Caroline "Carrie" E. 
Gilsinger[deceased]) Shank 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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William James "Bill" 
Falvey 

Born: 11/15/1914 
Entered: 1/28/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA, O-
337929,MAJ 
Discharged: 12/20/1945 
Died: 5/19/1999 

Spouse: Elizabeth Clara 
Wagner Falvey 
Parents: James Phillip and 
Gertrude Magdaline 
Gilsinger Falvey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Mar 1943: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 11 Feb 1943: 
1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Jan 
1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Jan 
1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Jan 
1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Jan 
1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Jan 
1944: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Jan 
1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Jan 
1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Dec 
1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Aug 
1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Aug 
1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 May 
1946: 1. 
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Bill Falvey and family (Collec�on of Pamala Cleaveland) - ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/4748824/person/-
1548798708/media/d3606522-8370-4c1c-b0d5-66b360b8e873/. 
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Harold Frederick Zanger 

When Harold Zanger got his induc�on no�ce, that was the end of his fresh-baked bread for 
Winamac.  Due to the outcry from his customers, his induc�on was postponed for a month, 
giving him �me to arrange for bread deliveries from a large, albeit distant, baking concern. 
(Don’t worry. Check back in 1946.) 

Born: 1/12/1909 
Entered: 5/10/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,SGT 
Discharged: 1/10/1946? 
Died: 1/19/1994 

Spouse: Helena Alma "Alma" Doyle Zanger 
Parents: John A. and Lena Penzel Zanger 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 May 1942: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Apr 1943: 1&5. 
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Orvan Dewight Fitz 

Orvan wrote to his folks, "We just do our jobs hoping to get it over with soon, so we can return 
to our homes and start like over where we le� off." 

Born: 3/16/1912 
Entered: 4/8/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35351414,PVT 
Discharged: 11/19/1945 
Died: 12/1/1998 

Parents: Fred and Mary Alberta "Alberta" Wood Fitz 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Oct 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Apr 1943: 2. 
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Arthur Leroy Ash 

Couples, even with the separa�on that came with war, con�nued to build their 
families.  Catherine and Arthur were one example.  Catherine visited her husband sta�oned in 
Tennessee, likely taking an 8-hour train trip each way, throughout the Fall of 1942, including 
early September.  In May 1943, they had a son.  Arthur con�nued in service un�l the end of 
1945, earning a Bronze Star. 

Born: 1/12/1921 
Entered: 7/3/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35359153,1LT 
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged: 1/25/1946 
Died: 8/2/2000 

Spouse: Catherine C. Wandrey Ash 
Parents: Ernest George and Grace Lelia Olds Ash 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Jul 1943: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Dec 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Dec 1945: 1. 
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Lawrence Alfred Hershman 

Lawrence was a POW in North Africa. 

Born: 3/2/1919 
Entered:  
Branch,SN,Rank:  
Discharged:  
Died: 11/8/1992 

Parents: Edward "Ed" "Eddie" Lawrence and Lillian Josephine Murray Hershman 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 May 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 13 May 1943: 1. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for two classmates, Wendell and Fred, somewhere in the South 
Pacific. 

 

Wendell Marshall Henry 

Born: 4/8/1922 
Entered: 9/3/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,CS3c 
Discharged:  
Died: 4/11/2006 

Spouse: Lela Mae Good Henry 
Parents: Herschel Emerson and Edith 
Margaret Bader Henry 

Frederick Charles "Fred" Paulsen 

Born: 4/2/1923 
Entered: 12/16/1940? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,MM 
Discharged:  
Died: 9/22/2021 

Parents: Amelia Elizabeth Kalina (Frederick 
Chris�an[deceased]) Paulsen 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 13 May 1943: 8. 
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Vincent James “Vince” Shank 

Vince used to sell camel hair coats; now he rides camels. 

Born: 1/8/1916 
Entered: 2/16/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,35258473,CPL 
Discharged: 9/28/1945 
Died: 11/11/2008 

Parents: John Charles and Anna M. Gilsinger Shank 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 May 1943: 1. 
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Dwight DeVerle Fitz 

While some chicken thieves were shot and even killed during the the�, others, like Dwight, 
were caught and sentenced.  Instead of prison, he was put on proba�on.  Dwight went on to 
serve bravely in World War II. 

Born: 11/15/1919 
Entered: 10/11/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,SSGT 
Discharged:  
Died: 7/20/2000 

Parents: Jozie Charles "Joe" and Jensie Irene Benham Fitz 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 May 1940: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 18 Feb 1943: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 27 May 1943: 1. 
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William Robert “Robert” Harpster 

Robert earned the Dis�nguished Flying Cross while comple�ng 31 missions over the Solomon 
and Bismark Islands, including one in which the Japanese, thinking he was a returning flier, 
obligingly turned on their runway lights, making a perfect target for his bombing run. 

Born: 8/7/1918 
Entered: 12/16/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,19064245,BGen 
Medals: Air Medal, Dis�nguished Flying Cross 
Discharged: 8/7/1978 
Died: 3/14/1994 

Spouse: Wanda H. Radcliffe Harpster 
Parents: David Ray "Ray" and Gladys Josephine Shaw Harpster 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 20 Apr 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 20 Apr 1944: 1. 
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James Dale “Jim” Knebel 

What with older brothers, Everet, Harold, and Billy, in the service, Jim must have felt le� 
behind and not doing his part; there was only one thing to do– enlist.  He was retrieved, but 
a�er finishing high school, he enlisted legally. 

Born: 7/15/1927 
Entered: 7/2/1945 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,A-S 
Discharged: 8/3/1946 
Died: 7/27/1990 

Parents: Floyd "Dutch" William and Opal Carrie Blinn Knebel 

 

 
(Collec�on of Robert Knebel) 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Jun 1943: 1. 
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Ruth Marcile Russell 

Ruth describes the life of a WAAC. 

Born: 5/21/1913 
Entered: 1/28/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: WAAC,A-502776,AFC 
Discharged:  
Died: 11/7/1998 

Parents: Carrie Ellen Jones (Charles Grover[deceased]) Russell 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 27 May 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 24 Jun 1943: 1&8. 

 



Our Boys: A Community During World War II 
 

20 Dec 2025 ©2025, Jim Phillips Page 70 of 136 

Harold Algoe Munson 

Harold wrote to his sister about North Africa, "This is the most beau�ful country I have saw, 
and if President Roosevelt will send me a tractor I will stay here." 

Born: 5/13/1916 
Entered: 6/15/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35357660,SGT 
Discharged:  
Died: ? 

Parents: Elsie _ (_) Munson 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 30 Jun 1943: 3. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for Bud, Wayne, and Niel on the same ship, the USS North Carolina. 

 

Arden Leo "Bud" 
Weisenburger 

Born: 7/18/1924 
Entered: 12/17/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USN,,GM2 
 
Discharged: 9/29/1945 
Died: 7/5/1998 

 
 
Parents: Leo Mikel and 
Marie Elizabeth Schaffer 
Kreusch Weisenburger 

Ronald Wayne "Wayne" 
Logan 

Born: 3/14/1924 
Entered: 11/15/1945 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,, 
 
 
Discharged: 11/10/1945 
Died: 6/30/1989 

 
 
Parents: Jesse Monroe and 
Josephine Elizabeth 
Hammersrom Logan 

Neil Pankow, Jr. 
 

Born: 9/24/1924 
Entered: 12/17/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: 
USN,,B.M. 2c 
Discharged: 10/23/1945 
Died: 5/27/1998 

Spouse: Mary Ann Trapp 
Pankow 
Parents: Neil Irey and 
Adda Adrean Compton 
Pankow Sr. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Jul 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Oct 1943: 2. 
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Clarence Herbert "Herb" Link 

A�er ge�ng setled in at camp, Herb returned home to marry the Muck Queen and take her 
with him. 

Herb met Alma Jeanne James in Winamac.  Jeanne was very prety and very popular.  In 1939, 
she was crowned “Muck Queen”.  (The region was known for its very fine soil, muck, which 
remains a�er wetlands are drained, was ideal for growing mint and onions.)  She was 
frequently men�oned at social events at nearby Purdue University.  Early in 1941, Jeanne’s 
aten�on focused on Herb Link, a local gas sta�on manager.  They were married in 1943, and 
she joined him in Alabama, where he was sta�oned as a flight chief of a training squadron.  
A�er Herb’s discharge in 1945, they moved to Valparaiso, about 50 miles northwest of 
Winamac, where they bought and ran a gas sta�on, restaurant, and tourist camp. 

Born: 4/14/1913 
Entered: 4/9/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,,T-SGT 
Discharged: 11/15/1945 
Died: 1/28/1992 

Spouse: Alma Jeanne "Jeanne" James Link 
Parents: Clarence Jacob and Grace I. Gardner Link 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Feb 1941: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Nov 1938: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 8 Jul 1943: 1. 
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Harold Frederick Roth 

Father Harold was one of two priests in Pulaski County’s Greatest Genera�on, rising to the rank 
of Lieutenant Colonel a�er rejoining in 1951. 

Born: 11/24/1914 
Entered: 7/13/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,LTC 
Discharged: 1946 
Died: 11/11/1992 

Parents: William Theodore and Gertrude Mary Senn Roth 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Jul 1943: 1. 
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Charles Robert Bob” Bigler 

In August 1943, as a bomber co-pilot, Bob had to wrestle the controls entangled by the 
body of his pilot, killed at the start of a bombing run.  Two months later, Bob was missing 
but managed to work his way back to his unit. Meanwhile, he was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross and the Distinguished Service Cross. 

Born: 6/4/1922 
Entered: 4/18/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,0-736081,2LT 
Medals: Air Medal, Dis�nguished Flying Cross, Dis�nguished Service Cross 
Discharged:  
Died: 2/19/2001 

Spouse: Bety Eloise Jennens Bigler 
Parents: John Simmon and Mary Ellen Larkin Bigler 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Oct 1943: 8. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Nov 1943: 2. 
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John Vernon "Johnnie" Haselby 

Johnnie earned his Air Medal and Dis�nguished Flying Cross a�er bagging numerous Axis 
planes. 

Born: 4/24/1919 
Entered: 9/28/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,15081881,CPT 
Medals: Purple Heart, Air Medal, Dis�nguished Flying Cross 
Discharged:  
Died: 1/26/2008 

Parents: Firman Griffith and Hazel Blanche Hiat Haselby 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 19 Aug 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Aug 1943: 1. 
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Charles Steven Frain 

Charles described his �me on the U.S.S. Enterprise, an aircra� carrier, as a bugler. 

Born: 2/14/1920 
Entered: <1/15/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,Bugler 1/c 
Discharged:  
Died: 5/18/2004 

Spouse: Juanita Fletcher Frain 
Parents: Lew Thomas "Tom" and Alzora Albina Kinnear Frain 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Aug 1943: 1. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for the Kocher brothers 

Arthur steps off a troop ship in a foreign country and sees his bewhiskered kid brother, Harry.  
What're the odds?  Then again, they meet the following year!  But it doesn’t end well for Harry. 

 

Arthur Raymond "Art" Kocher 

Born: 10/22/1913 
Entered: 10/21/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,A.M.M.2c 
Discharged:  
Died: 2/2/1994 

 
Spouse: Roselyn Renee Huddleston Kocher 
 
Parents: Alfred Emanuel and Mary 
Magdalena "Mamie" Keller Kocher 

Harry Alfred Kocher  

Born: 6/21/1908  
Entered: 2/26/1942  
Branch,SN,Rank: USNR,6262132,P.O.1c 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died 10/25/1944 

 
Spouse: Margaret Katherine "Pegge" 

McLaughlin Kocher 
Parents: Alfred Emanuel and Mary 
Magdalena "Mamie" Keller Kocher 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Nov 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 16 Nov 1944: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 26 Aug 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 31 Aug 1944: 1. 
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LaVerne Ethel "Hap" Stevens 

Two years a�er touring with a vaudeville troupe in the West for six weeks, Hap volunteered for 
the WAACs but returned home to help her father farm. 

Born: 2/18/1918 
Entered: 8/14/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: WAAC,A-502056,TopSgt 
Discharged: 8/24/1943? 
Died: 11/3/2004 

Parents: William Warren and Daisy Pearl Overmyer Stevens 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 3 Dec 1942: 1. 

 

 
Neoma Lebo, Irene Lebo, LaVerne 'Pat' Stevens - (Collec�on of 
Patricia Ann Roth). Website (ancestry.com). 

Lavergne's on the air! 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 20 Aug 1936: 1. 
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Logansport (IN) Press 14 Feb 1939: 3. Website (newspapers.com). 

 
Back from a vaudeville troupe 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 3 Jul 1940: 7. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 20 Aug 1942: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 25 Aug 1942: 5. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Sep 1942: 5. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Feb 1943: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 27 May 1943: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 24 Aug 1943: 10. 
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Byron Kennedy Henry 

Byron was an instructor at an Army Ranger combat school in Hawaii; he also posed in an ad for 
a Hawaiian construc�on company and for six pain�ngs for a Pearl Harbor Officers' Club as the 
typical husky Marine. 

Born: 6/12/1924 
Entered: 1/5/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USMC,,SSGT 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Discharged:  
Died: 12/4/2009 

Parents: Herschel Emerson and Edith Margaret Bader Henry 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Jul 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Aug 1943: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Sep 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 7 Oct 1943: 8. 
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Honolulu (HI) Advertiser 11 Nov 1943: 16. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Jan 1944: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 7 Mar 1944: 9. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 9 Mar 1944: 8. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Nov 1944: 5. 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Apr 1947: 1. 
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James Edward “Jim” Hair 

Jim was awarded the Air Medal a�er the invasion of Sicily and wrote home about it. 

Born: 1/16/1921 
Entered: 2/2/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,16028885,S/SGT 
Medal: Air Medal 
Discharged:  
Died: 12/10/1985 

Parents: Milo Edward (Esther Marie S�les[deceased]) Hair 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Dec 1942: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Sep 1943: 1. 
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William Bruce “Bill” Phillips, Jr. 

During World War II, my father, Bill, joined the Merchant Marines, which transported men and 
materiel to the fronts in Europe and the Pacific. Periodically, he got leave to visit his parents for 
a week or two in their small hometown. 
 
During a visit at the end of September 1943, we know that he spent some �me with Elaine from 
Winamac.  By year’s end, Elaine had moved to a much larger city about 80 miles distant. There, 
she took a job as a telephone operator.  Eventually, Elaine married someone and moved to 
Texas, taking all her possessions except one – born in June 1944. 
 
In March 1945, Bill and my mother, Rosie, married. I was born in November 1947. 
 
In 2019, at 72, I spit into an AncestryDNA test tube. To my surprise, I got a report of a half-
brother!  Some years before, Bob had also spit into another ancestryDNA test tube, looking for 
his unknown birthfather. 
 
Bob had already found his birthmother's name, Elaine.  Unfortunately, it was a�er her death, 
and Elaine’s own family had known nothing of her pregnancy.  I'm sure that Bill didn't know 
either. 
 
Although separated by hundreds of miles, Bob and I talk frequently and have visited. 
 

Born: 9/25/1924 
Entered: 5/14/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USMM,,WO 
Discharged: 6/3/1945 
Entered: 10/4/1945 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,F2c 
Discharged: 5/15/1946 
Died: 11/1/1994 

Parents: William Bruce and Ruth Dorcas "Dorcas" Shaw Phillips, Sr. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1  Jun 1944: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Sep 1943: 2. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Oct 1943:2. 
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John Sidney Sheppard 

John writes of his �me "somewhere overseas", losing a day crossing the Interna�onal Date Line 
in the Pacific, the Indian Ocean, and seeing the Pyramids and the Holy Land, but missing the 
sight of the feet of his new baby girl. 

Born: 5/28/1918 
Entered: ? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,,CPL 
Discharged: 11/02/1945? 
Died: 1/28/2002 

Spouse: Jean Louise Deeds Sheppard 
Parents: George Oliver and Ruth Ester Bryant Sheppard 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 7 Oct 1943: 1&4. 
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Edward Rasmus Nielsen 

During his twenty-eight months as a German prisoner, Edward was able to write to his folks, 
then to his sister and fiancée. 

Born: 6/28/1917 
Entered: 1/31/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35152560,TEC 4 
Discharged: 9/2/1945 
Died: 12/19/2005 

Parents: Niels Rasmus and Elsie Johanna Choitz Nielsen 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Mar 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Nov 1943: 2. 
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Byron Mason "Rip" Radcliffe 

A New Jersey boy, Rip, met his wife, Maggie, a Pulaski girl, at Purdue University; they married in 
Miami where he was first sta�oned. 

Born: 10/17/1919 
Entered: 5/21/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USMCAC,018297,LT 
Medals: Air Medal, Dis�nguished Flying Cross 
Discharged:  
Died: 3/11/1990 

Spouse: Marguerite "Maggie"  Evelyn Harpster Radcliffe 
Parents: Harry Southwell and Sarah Ester Randall Radcliffe 

 

 
Rip Radcliffe (Collec�on of ridgcliffe756) - ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/49196321/person/20193593174/me
dia/96921141-22f4-45da-83cb-c3b748377�b. 

 

 
(Collec�on of ridgcliffe756). Website (ancestry.com). 
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Jose Antonio "Joe" Rabella, Jr. 

Jose was arrested and held in the Rochester jail, wanted by the Great Lakes Shore Patrol; he 
was arrested in November 1943, and again in January 1944, and in October 1947, was declared 
a "straggler" by the Navy. 

Born: 12/30/1924 
Entered:  
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,6278111,S1/c 
Discharged: 1949 
Died: 4/25/2004 

Parents: Jose Antonio and Mary Theresa Kamen 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Nov 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 13 Jan 1944: 1. 
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U.S. Navy Muster Rolls 22 Oct 1947. Website (ancestry.com). 

 

 
U.S. Navy Muster Rolls 24 Oct 1947. Website (ancestry.com). 
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Robert Eugene Roe 

Unlike the stereotype of Army duty assignments, Robert, a baker, con�nued that profession in 
the Army. 

Born: 7/27/1924 
Entered: 3/18/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35097937,CPL 
Discharged:  
Died: 4/9/2004 

Parents: James Quincy and Edna Violet Baugh Roe 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Nov 1943: 1. 

 

 
Robert Roe Enlistment Record - 
ancestry.com/search/collec�ons/8939/records/709231. 
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It’s a Small World (War II) for Arlis and Bob on a narrow road in Sicily. 

Driving an Army truck along a narrow road in Sicily, Arlis encountered an oncoming Army truck 
driving too near the center of the road.  Arlis leapt from the truck, ready to fight, only to 
discover it was Bob, also from Winamac. 

 

Arlis Harold Frain 

Born: 7/3/1912 
Entered: 6/3/1942? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35328600,PVT 
 
Discharged:  
Died: 8/15/1982 

 
Parents: Charles "Charley" Comfort and 
Myrtle Ruth Robesson Frain 

Robert Emil "Bob" Strasser 

Born: 4/7/1920  
Entered: 2/1/1941? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35153113,2LT  
Medal: Bronze Star 
Discharged:  
Died: 9/?/1970 

Spouse: ?  
Parents: Oscar Edwin and Verda Winona 
Davis Strasser 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Dec 1943: 1. 
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Robert Lee Mathias 

A�er being dra�ed into the Army, Robert had a "nervous breakdown" caused by his 
experiences in China during his previous enlistment in the Navy. 

Born: 8/22/1915 
Entered: 4/15/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35176479,PVT 
Discharged:  
Died: 6/13/2011 

Parents: John Clinton Mathias (foster father) 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Dec 1943: 1. 
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Arthur Cur�s "Art" Clouser 

While in North Africa at the New Year 1943 and feeling like he was on a fishing trip, Art 
splurged on a few eggs to cook on an improvised frying pan and a tangerine in the nearby town. 

Born: 12/24/1919 
Entered: 2/21/1942 
Branch,SN Rank: USA,15099565,CPL 
Discharged:  
Died: 2/23/1980 

Parents: Cur�s Ray and Iva Gladys Deck Clouser 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Mar 1944: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 30 Dec 1943: 8. 
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Ernest Herman "Dick" Hansen 

In Italy, a soldier from Lafayete found a discharged shell with his sister's name writen on it by 
Dick's momma during her work at the Kingsbury Ordnance Plant. 

Born: 4/24/1921 
Entered: 7/2/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35359158,PVT 
Discharged: 1945 
Died: 11/7/2001 

Parents: Herman E. and Fern C. Moore Hanson 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Dec 1943: 1. 
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Between the two local compe�ng eight-page weeklies, there were about 25 war-related news 
items every week.  Of those items, about 18 men�oned one or more of Our Boys.  The rest 
were war-related issues of local interest, including ra�oning and recycling. 

Markets 

Most markets had increased, but more slowly, since the start of 1942. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Jan 1943: 8. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 7 Jan 1943: 8. 
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Ra�oning 

Ra�on books were required to buy fuel oil, sugar, coffee, and gasoline, with �res available 
based on gasoline use.  The ra�on books contained perforated squares that allowed folks to 
purchase ra�oned items.  You dare not lose a ra�on book as Don Duggleby did.  Without the 
stamps in those ra�on books, the purchase of many goods had to be delayed un�l the next 
ra�on book was issued.  In 1943, ra�oning was extended to shoes, canned goods, and meat. 

 

 
(Collec�on of Jim Phillips). War Ra�on Book No. 3, Cover page 

 

 
(Collec�on of Jim Phillips). War Ra�on Book No. 3, Page 2 

 

 
(Collec�on of Jim Phillips). War Ra�on Book No. 3, Page 1 

 

 
(Collec�on of Jim Phillips). War Ra�on Book No. 3, Page 3 
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(Collec�on of Jim Phillips). War Ra�on Book No. 3, Page 4 

 

 
(Collec�on of Jim Phillips). War Ra�on Book No. 3, Back Page 

 

 
Don Duggleby (Collec�on of Dan Stuart) - ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/78514545/person/40385935687/me

dia/b9081f1d-2dec-405a-bf89-1b95c40b94�. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 18 Mar 1943: 4. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Jan 1943: 5. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 21 Jan 1943: 1&2. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Feb 1943: 8. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 18 Feb 1943: 6. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Jun 1943: 5. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Feb 1943: 5. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Jun 1943: 5. 
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Moving Arms and Servicemen 

Ra�oning extended to transporta�on.  Priority trains were for troops, food, coal, and oil.  Other 
people and products were of lower priority. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 18 Mar 1943: 8. 
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Local Preparedness 

Although Pulaski County was in the heart of the country, far distant from coastlines where 
enemy submarines lurked, and too far inland for enemy planes to fly undetected, it did endure 
two “blackout” drills in 1943.  Winamac conducted a successful 22-minute blackout drill in 
January.  In August,  Winamac and two other towns in the county held a successful “surprise” 
drill. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Jan 1943: 1&2. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 21 Jan 1943: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 21 Jan 1943: 7. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Aug 1943: 8. 
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Black Market 

There was a black market, even in sleepy litle Pulaski County, and the residents had to be 
admonished. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Sep 1943: 2. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 20 May 1943: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Jun 1943: 2. 
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War Bonds 

Every month or so, there would be an item encouraging the reader to buy War Bonds.  War 
Bonds were loans to the government to purchase arms, and equip and pay troops.  For those 
with limited income, Stamps could be purchased for 10₵, which, when enough were owned, 
would be traded for a Bond. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Mar 1943: 6. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 13 May 1943: 5. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Jul 1943: 5. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 9 Sep 1943: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Sep 1943: 6 
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Recycling 

Every few months, residents would be urged to recycle.  Priori�es were metals and fats, used 
for equipment and explosives, respec�vely. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Apr 1943: 8. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 16 Dec 1943: 7. 
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Freeman Field 

An airfield in south central Indiana, about 170 miles away from Winamac, was created and 
named a�er Dick Freeman.  Freeman was a West Point graduate and bomber pilot killed in a 
mountainside crash early in 1941. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Mar 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 1 Apr 1943: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 May 1943: 1&2. 
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Dogs of War 

In 1943, local dogs were requested for the war effort. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Sep 1942: 7. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Apr 1943: 3. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Jul 1943: 8. 
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Kingsbury Ordnance Plant 

About 40 miles north of Winamac was the Kingsbury Ordnance Plant.  Opened in 1942, 
Kingsbury assembled ar�llery shells and other explosive devices. It was a major employer for 
the region.  Interes�ngly, just before an “Open House” in October 1943, there were two worker 
deaths. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 2 Sep 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 21 Oct 1943: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 21 Oct 1943: 8. 
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Victory Gardens 

Being rural, Pulaski County had more flexibility than more urban areas regarding food.  In 
addi�on to farms with livestock and grain crops, most homes had room for a small “Victory 
Garden”, where vegetables could be grown to supplement the food available in the grocery 
stores.  To that end, there was a regular column with gardening �ps. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Mar 1943: 5. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Jul 1943: 3. 
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Fic�onal serial about Army life 

The New York Times bestseller See Here Private Hargrove was writen by a newsman describing 
his basic training.  It was published as a weekly serial. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Jun 1943: 7. 
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Axis prisoners statewide! 

Axis prisoners held stateside numbered 170,000. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 28 Oct 1943: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 24 Dec 1943: 20. 
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Dra� requirements loosened 

Dra� requirements loosened as demands increased.  The maximum age increased from 38 to 
45, and married men were eligible.  Young state prisoners charged with non-violent crimes and 
fit for release were eligible.  Dra� exemp�ons for farm workers were based on farm produc�on 
levels, e.g., the number of head of catle or the number of acres of wheat. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 9 Jun 1943: 12. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 5 Aug 1943: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Sep 1943: 8. 
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Labor shortages 

With so many men going into the service, it was hard to find workers.  In the fall, the Kingsbury 
Ordnance Plant was hiring.  And Ora had to sell his farm because his sons were in the service. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 28 Oct 1943: 5. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Dev 1943: 3. 
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Conserva�on 

To conserve fuel, efforts were made to reduce electricity use.  The most visible effort was to 
eliminate Christmas decora�ons. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Dec 1943: 5. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 16 Dec 1943: 5. 
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Sadly, MIAs became too common. 

By the end of 1943, servicemen missing in ac�on were so common that they were no longer 
posted on the front page. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 30 Dec 1943: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 30 Dec 1943: 8. 
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All in the Family 

Frank&Magdalane had 14 grandchildren in service. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Mar 1943: 1. 
 



Our Boys: A Community During World War II 
 

20 Dec 2025 ©2025, Jim Phillips Page 136 of 136 

Honor Roll 

At the end of 1943, the published Honor Roll numbered 8.  These men lived in Pulaski County at 
the �me of their enlistment or were very strongly connected to it by blood or marriage. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Dec 1943: 6. 

 

 


