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During 1941, while con�nuing to atack Bri�sh ci�es by air, Germany took control of Greece, 
Yugoslavia, and the Balkans. Even before uni�ng with Germany and Italy to form the Axis 
alliance in September 1940, Japan had been invading parts of Southeast Asia for many years. 
This included Korea in 1910, Manchuria in 1931, and China in 1937. By 1941, Europe and Asia 
were in turmoil. Italy’s invasion of North Africa drew Germany into the conflict. Germany 
started its invasion of the Soviet Union. To provide arms to Britain and the Soviet Union while 
maintaining a neutral appearance, President Franklin D. Roosevelt urged Congress to authorize 
the Lend–Lease Act, which it did in March. Meanwhile, Japan atacked Indochina (Vietnam, 
Laos, and Cambodia). 

 

More and more young men were volunteering or being dra�ed as support grew for US 
involvement in the war in Europe.  Patrio�sm was in the air.  In the Winamac Republican, the 
popular cartoon character, Popeye, did his part to promote enlistment.  Coincidentally, a local 
boy was one of the King Features staff who drew Popeye.  As an addi�onal effort to foster 
patrio�sm, the Navy had a touring exhibit that visited Winamac. 

The Winamac Republican started a regular column about the war in Europe. 

In mid-November, there was a hiring call for machinists and other technicians, including 
posi�ons at the Pearl Harbor naval yard in Hawaii. 

As 1941 began, the folks of Pulaski County, as well as the rest of the country, were preparing for 
war.  Just before Christmas, the whole US was in it. 

In the two compe�ng local weeklies immediately a�er the Japanese atack on Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii, there was no descrip�on of the atack.  While larger newspapers carried details, those 
two local papers couldn’t afford the staff or subscrip�ons to news services like the Associated 
Press.  There was one short paragraph about the declara�on of war on Germany, Italy, and 
Japan in the Republican.  And an item lis�ng local folks who might have been in harm’s way in 
Hawaii. 

 

Back home, the folks of Pulaski County, as well as the rest of the country, were preparing for 
war. Just before Christmas, the US entered the war when Japan atacked its naval fleet while it 
was anchored in Pearl Harbor. Four of Our Boys died that year. Although he never lived to fulfill 
his poten�al during World War II, Dick was an accomplished military airman. A graduate of 
West Point, he flew diploma�c and rescue missions to South America and a scien�fic mission to 
Alaska. Sadly, he died in a Nevada air crash in February 1941. Just three weeks a�er Dick’s 
death, Raymond died in a stateside air crash during training. King was from a prominent 
Winamac family, excelled at basketball, and graduated from Indiana University. Also a pilot in 
training, Dean, whose mother was from Winamac, was prac�cing take-offs and landings at an 
airfield in Missouri. He had just landed when another student came in for a landing and hit 
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Dean’s plane, killing him. The fourth to die was Galen. A year a�er enlis�ng, he died on the USS 
Arizona during the Pearl Harbor atack. 

A profile of each fallen serviceman is in the recurring sec�on, The Dead. 

A week a�er the Pearl Harbor atack, fourteen of the twenty-seven Pulaski County “Boys” who 
volunteered passed the preinduc�on physical. Howard was among those who passed the test, 
but David failed. David later joined the Navy and died in 1942. Howard met the same fate in 
1944. 

 

In the Pearl Harbor atack, Hubert survived the capsized USS Oklahoma.  

Even before he enlisted, Barney came under fire and was wounded. At the same �me, he was a 
guard at the nearby Kingsbury Ordnance Plant a few days before the Pearl Harbor atack, when 
his pistol dropped from his pocket and discharged, making a six-inch wound below his le� 
shoulder blade. 

Already a veteran of World War I, Loren resigned his post on the Pulaski County Selec�ve 
Service Board just a�er the Pearl Harbor atack to re-enlist, but was instead assigned to work 
with the Interstate Commerce Commission. 

The details of these stories are in the following sec�on, “War Stories”. 

 

There was more war news besides Our Boys in the paper 

Enlistment was promoted with the help of the cartoon character, Popeye, and traveling 
recruitment exhibits. 

Items in the Republican s�ll showed evidence of hesita�on to join the war in Europe. 

The Pulaski County Agent is advising farmers how to so�en the impact of the coming war. 

A�er two years with an isola�onist posi�on, the Republican appeared to now be on board with 
preparing for war. The Republican started a feature on defense news. 

Just a�er the Pearl Harbor atack, readers learned who was already in the Pacific, including two 
local girls who married servicemen sta�oned in Hawaii and a local boy sta�oned in the 
Philippines, about whom readers will learn more in years to come. 

Back home, we get a sense of what a typical army day is like during training, as well as the �me 
breakdown in flying school. 

The local telephone company cau�ons that as the country prepares for war, Santa may have 
delivery problems with new telephone services. 

 

The details of these stories are in the chapter sec�on, “Also in the Paper”. 
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This is a summary of the news in print available to most residents of Pulaski County in 1941.  
The primary news sources were two compe�ng local weeklies that focused solely on local news, 
except for government news related to farming.  A nearby daily newspaper provided state, 
na�onal, and interna�onal news, including progress in the war.  There was no internet, no 
television, and minimal news on the radio and in movie theatres. 

In 1941, nearly all the headlines were related to the wars in Europe and the Pacific.  While the 
news about German atacks on Britain con�nued, the war expanded to Greece and other 
Balkan countries, as well as North Africa.  War news from the Pacific also increased.  Nearly all 
the headlines about FDR were related to the war.  News other than about the war and 
Washington was limited to a few days about strikes. 

Of the war news, about one quarter was the discussion within the U.S. about the growing war 
in Europe and the Pacific.  About ten percent was related to German invasions of Greece and 
“Jugoslavia” [Yugoslavia].  Another fi�h was related to the Germans' invasion of Russia.  There 
was also Italian and German aggression in North Africa, which began in the east and expanded 
westward into Libya and Tunisia.  There were even a few headlines about the Middle East.  On 
some days, there was so much happening that the headlines related to mul�ple war zones.  
Finally, about a fi�h was related to other individual countries and the Allies and Axis leadership 
conferences.  Surprisingly, there were only two headlines about the bombing of Pearl Harbor: 
the atack itself and a more detailed report of the atack one week later. 

 

Interna�onal News 

In April 1941, the Germans advanced on Greece and other Balkan countries. 

Throughout the summer, the Germans advance on Russia. 

Throughout the year, Britain and Germany batle in North Africa. 

Na�onal News 

FDR was inaugurated President for the third �me. 

In June, the German and Italian consulates in the US closed. 

In the fall, three US merchant ships and two US Destroyers were torpedoed by German 
submarines. 

On December 7, Japan atacked the military base at Pearl Harbor, HI.  The following day, the US 
declared war on Japan.  And on December 11, the U.S. declared war on Germany and Italy.  For 
the U.S., World War II began. 

State News 

The 1933 reorganiza�on of state government was repealed, and the Governor's power was 
reduced. 

Ci�es could not override county op�ons to ban alcohol sales. 
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A coal-related strip-mining law was passed. 

Combine harvesters, which cut cereal grasses, like wheat, and extract their grain, and corn 
pickers con�nued to gain popularity in Indiana.  There are now about 11,400 combines and 
11,900 corn pickers.  Those numbers increased substan�ally from 360 combines and 1,500 corn 
pickers in 1930. 

In May, a Gallup poll reports that only 15 percent of Hoosiers favored entry into the war in 
Europe. 

Local News 

Various Friends and neighbors shucked corn for a couple who had recently lost their son, 
helped a recent widower with his farm work, and cut wood for a husband caring for his ailing 
wife. 

The local weeklies were relentlessly local.  Across the eight pages of each issue, over 2,000 
names would appear; most were residents or visitors to residents. 

A matress factory opened. 

Like Kity Dilts two years earlier, another mother in the Dilts family died in childbirth. 

A two-year-old died, likely of anaphylac�c shock,  on the way to the Logansport hospital, 20 
miles south. 

Newton, 97, died as the last Pulaski County Civil War veteran. 

Flashers were installed at three railroad crossings. 

 

Local Dramas 

Four teenage girls took a 20-mile boxcar ride south to Logansport and, from there, hitchhiked 
on a truck to Peru (IN), where the truck driver dropped a dime to authori�es. 

Winamac All-Stars “wupped” the Harlem Globetroters! 

Undertaker and civic ac�vist Urban opened his new funeral home, giving the long-established 
business of Messrs. Fry & Lange “A run for their money”. 

Arthur Coffey is found guilty in Louisa, KY, of involuntary manslaughter and sentenced to 
10 years.  Un�l last year, he lived in Winamac under the name Chester A. Holbrook.  He worked 
as a janitor at the Winamac Methodist Church, and “cut a wide swath with the widow ladies 
hereabouts”.  But he disappeared before it became known that he was wanted for killing a man 
in Louisa, KY. 

George gave his traveling salesman friend "what for" a�er discovering the friend's aten�on to 
George's wife. 
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News for the Future 

There were events in 1940 that are currently unknown to residents of Pulaski County, which are 
par�cularly important. 

Under the direc�on of Hitler, Hermann Göring ordered the development of a plan for the “Final 
Solu�on”.  All Jews over the age of 6 were required to wear the Star of David, inscribed with the 
word, “Jew”.  The first gassing of Jews occurred in the gheto of Łódź, Poland. 
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The popular music of 1941 included: 

Green Eyes Jimmy Dorsey 

God Bless the Child Billie Holiday 

Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy The Andrews Sisters 

Cool Water The Sons of the Pioneers 

Chatanooga Choo Choo Glenn Miller 

Daddy Sammy Kaye 

Stardust Ar�e Shaw 

Worried Life Blues Big Maceo Merriweather 

Amapola (Prety Litle Poppy) Jimmy Dorsey 

It's a Great Day for the Irish Judy Garland 

Maria Elena Jimmy Dorsey 

Blues in the Night Woody Herman 

Elmer's Tune Glenn Miller 

Take The 'A' Train Duke Ellington 

Piano Concerto in B Flat Freddy Mar�n 

I Don't Want to Set the World On Fire Horace Heidt 

I Don't Want to Set the World On Fire The Ink Spots 

You Made Me Love You Harry James 

Blue Champagne Jimmy Dorsey 

Song of the Volga Boatmen Glenn Miller 

 
The most popular movies of 1941 were: 

Sergeant York  Gary Cooper 
Honky Tonk Clark Gable and Lana Turner 
Louisiana Purchase Bob Hope, Vera Zorina, and Victor Moore 
How Green Was My Valley Walter Pidgeon and Maureen O'Hara 
Caught in the Dra� Bob Hope and Dorothy Lamour 
A Yank in the R.A.F. Tyrone Power and Bety Grable 
Men of Boys Town Spencer Tracy and Mickey Rooney 
Ziegfeld Girl James Stewart and Judy Garland 
They Died with Their Boots On Errol Flynn and Olivia de Havilland 
Ball of Fire Gary Cooper and Barbara Stanwyck 
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Five of Our Boys were lost in 1941.  Three were killed during training, one was lost during the 
Japanese atack of Pearl Harbor Hawaii, and one died in an auto accident while off-duty. 

Richard Shafle “Dick” Freeman 

From a prominent Winamac family, Dick graduated from West Point, started an impressive 
career as a pilot, then unexpectedly died in an air crash before being able to par�cipate in 
World War II.  An airfield was named a�er him. 

Born: 6/22/1907 
Entered: 6/12/1930 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,,CPT 
Medals: Dis�nguished Flying Cross 
Died: 2/6/1941 

Spouse: Margaret Boyd Anson Freeman 
Parents: Abner "Ab" (Mollie F. Shafle[deceased]) Freeman 

Dick, 33, had finished his winter test assignment in Alaska and was back at his base, McCellan 
Field, in Sacramento, CA. 

On 13 February 1941, Dick’s B17 Flying Fortress bomber crashed into the Ragged Top mountain 
in western Nevada, killing Dick and his crew of seven.  The flight was headed to Denver, CO. 
From there, Dick planned to proceed to Dayton, OH, for a visit with his father, Ab.  He served 
nearly eleven years.  He was buried in Winamac Cemetery.  He was married. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 8 Feb 1941: 1. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 7 Feb 1941: 1a. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 7 Feb 1941: 1b. 
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Indianapolis (IN) Star 7 Feb 1941: 1. Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Feb 1941: 1&2. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 13 Feb 1941: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Feb 1941: 8. 
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Joseph Raymond King 

Just three weeks a�er the death of Dick Freeman in an air crash, Raymond, also from a 
prominent Winamac family, excelled in basketball and graduated from Indiana University, died 
in an air crash. 

Born: 11/21/1917 
Entered: 7/23/1940 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,15042892,Avia�on Cadet 
Died: 2/27/1941 

Parents: Frank A. and Edith Phillips King 

On 27 February 1941, Raymond King, 23, was killed when his plane crashed in a wooded area 
a�er disappearing in a cloud bank near Maxwell Field in Montgomery AL.  His death followed 
the air crash death of Dick Freeman by only two weeks.  He served 7 months.  He was a resident 
of Winamac for most of his life.  He was buried in the Winamac cemetery. 

 

 
Raymond King (Collec�on of willija0379) - ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/58194306/person/180039070788/m

edia/98813058-4132-44f8-9b85-026956232691/. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 16 Jan 1941: 1. 
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(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 28 Feb 1941: 1. 
Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
(Lafayette IN) Journal and Courier 1 Mar 1941: 1. 
Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Mar 1941: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Mar 1941: 1. 
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Dean Walter Cooper 

Dean, an Avia�on Cadet, died during takeoff/landing training.  As he prepared for another take-
off, another cadet’s plane collided with Dean’s plane during the former’s landing. 

Born: 1/2/1920 
Entered: 3/17/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USAAC,15062191,Avia�onCadet 
Died: 5/8/1941 

Parents: Walter Jackson and Iva B. Clark Cooper 

On 8 May 1941, Dean Cooper, 21, was killed in a collision with another plane during a training 
exercise in Missouri.  He served for less than 2 months.  His mother was from Winamac.  He was 
buried in Logansport. 

 

 
Sikeston (MO) Standard 13 May 1941: 9. 
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Galen Winston Albright 

Galen, along with his buddy, Wilfred, enlisted together and a year later died together on the 
USS Arizona during the Pearl Harbor atack. 

Born: 1/3/1922 
Entered: 10/17/1940? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,2916575,S1c 
Medal: Purple Heart 
Died: 12/7/1941 

Parents: Calvin Delton and Amy E Funk Albright 

On 7 December 1941, Galen Albright, 19, was lost when his ship, USS Arizona, was bombed in 
Pearl Harbor.  He served for 14 months, including in the Pacific war zone.  He was awarded the 
Purple Heart.  He was born in Francesville.  He was memorialized at the USS Arizona Memorial, 
Honolulu Memorial. 

 

 
Galen Albright (Collec�on of Tom.Burgdorf) 
findagrave.com/memorial/56113889/galen-winston-
albright#view-photo=145046017 

 

 
The Brook (IN) Reporter 22 Jan 1942: 1. 
Website (newspapers.com). 
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William Marshall “Marshall” Petrey 

Although listed on the “In Memorium” plaque on the local courthouse lawn, Marshall Petrey 
was a resident of Pulaski County, Kentucky, and his connec�on to Pulaski County is limited to 
his Army enlistment record.  Perhaps he was employed in Pulaski County, Indiana, at the �me 
of his enlistment. 

Born: 1/4/1918 
Entered: 1/16/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,20524232,PFC 
Died: 12/13/1941 

Parents: Rosa M. "Rosie" Smiley (Roscoe David]deceased]) Petrey (Berrymon Sylvester) Dobbs 

On 13 December 1941, Marshall Petrey, 23, was killed in an auto accident near Oneida TN.  He 
served 11 months.  His only known connec�on to Pulaski County, Indiana was his Enlistment 
record. The Pulaski Kentucky town of Woodstock was his birthplace and residence in 1940.   He 
was buried in Woodstock KY. 

 

 
Hattiesburg (MS) American 15 Dec 1941: 12. 
Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Paducah (KY) Sun-Democrat 16 Dec 1941: 12. 
Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
Knoxville (TN) Journal 16 Dec: 1941: 10. 
Webpage (newspapers.com). 

 

 
(Louisville KY) Courier-Journal 21 Dec 1941: 42. 
Webpage (newspapers.com). 
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The first story relates to the first of Our Boys leaving for their pre-induc�on physicals.  There are 
also three stories related to locals enduring the Pearl Harbor atack.  One of the local Dra� 
Board members resigned to enlist.  And we learn details about some of our boys. 

The Dra� (Part II) 

Pre-induc�on physicals increased substan�ally in 1941, but not all passed. 

One in five of the 1,277 men appearing in mid-January 1941 at Fort Benjamin Harrison (south of 
Indianapolis, IN) and Louisville, KY, failed their pre-induc�on physical examina�on. Regarding 
failing physicals in Indiana, the most common cause was missing or defec�ve teeth (about 
20%).  That was followed by nervous, mental, or emo�onal disturbances (about 10%).  Other 
leading causes for rejec�on were heart disease, hernia, and vision.  Others had hearing, 
respira�on, and joint problems.   Six even had tuberculosis, and three had venereal disease. 

In early February of 1941, the first fi�een boys from Pulaski County le� Winamac for their pre-
induc�on physicals.  Three were rejected. 

A second Dra� registra�on was held on 1 July 1941 for those who hadn’t registered or had 
become 21 since the first Dra� registra�on.  A second lotery followed on 17 July 1941. 

In the eleven months before the surprise atack on the US Naval installa�on at Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii, about 120 of Our Boys volunteered or were dra�ed.  More o�en than not, it was less a 
patrio�c act than a chance for a job or an adventure. 

Two days a�er the Sunday Pearl Harbor atack, four of Our Boys volunteered.  Three were 
underage and sent back to their parents for permission.  Two days later, another 28 of Our Boys 
volunteered, but only 14 passed the pre-induc�on physical. 

Before Pearl Harbor, conscrip�on was for a one-year training term.  When war was declared, 
those in or entering the armed forces were in service for the dura�on of the war. 

In 1942, the age range would widen to include men between the ages of 18 and 37. 

A third Dra� registra�on was held on 16 February 1942 for those who became 21 a�er the 
second Dra� registra�on.  A third lotery followed on 17 March 1942. 

There were a handful already in the service before 1941.  About 300 entered the service in 
1941 before Pearl Harbor.  Another 700 of Our Boys entered in 1942.  To most, military service 
seemed inevitable.  It was up to each man to decide whether to volunteer or wait and see if his 
“number came up” in the months or years to come.  Over 450 entered in 1943, almost 300 in 
1944, and about 400 in 1945. 

Four addi�onal Dra� registra�ons were held.  In 1942, men aged 45 to 65 were asked to 
register, not for conscrip�on, but to assess the manpower resources for na�onal service.  Two 
Dra� registra�ons were conducted to iden�fy men who had reached the age of 18 in 1942.  In 
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1943, men living abroad were required to register.  No lotery was held for any of these 
registra�ons. 

While the dra� con�nued throughout the war, it is expected that most men volunteered as the 
war news became more frequent as the months passed. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Jan 1941: 2. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Jan 1941: 8. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Jan 1941: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 30 Jan 1941: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Feb 1941: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Feb 1941: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Feb 1941: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 20 Feb 1941: 4. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Mar 1941: 8. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Apr 1941: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Jun 1941: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 26 Jun 1941: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 4 Sep 1941: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 4 Sep 1941: 6. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Oct 1941: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 16 Oct 1941: 1. 
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Harold Verl "Fuzz" Rude 

On his dra� registra�on card, there was a reference to a tatoo of two heads marked "Avey and 
Fuzz" on the le� bicep of Fuzz. 

Born: 6/3/1920 
Entered: 12/14/1943 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35900933,PVT 
Discharged: 11/10/1945 
Died: 12/20/1982  

Spouse: Avenell Stoner Rude 
Parents: Newton Henry and Geneva Cyrena Depoy Rude 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 20 Jul 1944: 1. 
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U.S. World War II Dra� Cards 1 Jul 1941. Website (ancestry.com). 
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Donald Rex "Don" Duggleby 

In high school, Don wrote an essay on the U.S.S. Indiana. 

Born: 3/6/1924 
Entered: 11/23/1942 
Branch,SN,Rank: USRC,15304284,PVT 
Discharged: 
Died: 8/11/2010 

Parents: Jeannie Sage (Charles Garret[deceased])Duggleby 

 

 
Don Duggleby (Collec�on of Dan Stuart) - ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collec�on/1030/tree/78514545/person/40385935687/me
dia/b9081f1d-2dec-405a-bf89-1b95c40b94�. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 27 Oct 1941: 6. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Oct 1941: 8. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Sep 1941: 6. 

 

 
USS Indiana (USN photo # NH 52662a) - Naval Historical Center. 
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Oris Eathen Vanscoyk 

Oris wrote home that his foot was shot off during a morning medical drill, but it healed by 
chow�me, and he was able to go on guard duty at 9:30 pm. 

Born: 8/14/1917 
Entered: 6/29/1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35163070,TEC4 
Discharged: 10/4/1945 
Died: 7/10/1983 

Parents: Leo Archer and Leona E. Hahn Vanscoyk 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 19 Oct 1941: 8. 
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Richard Arden "Barney" Strasser 

A few days before the Pearl Harbor atack, while working as a guard at the nearby Ordnance 
Plant, where ammuni�on is manufactured, Barney accidentally shot himself. 

Born: 12/24/1918 
Entered: 4/10/1944? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,S1 
Discharged:  
Died: 11/28/1997 

Spouse: Dorothy Delight Haring Strasser 
Parents: Oscar Edwin and Verda Winona Davis Strasser 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Oct 1945: 1 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 11 Dec 1941: 1. 

 



1941: Preparing for War – War Stories 
 

4 Jun 2025 ©2025, Jim Phillips Page 37 of 68 

7 December 1941 – Pearl Harbor 

The two-hour atack on the military installa�on at Pearl Harbor and the city of Honolulu by the 
Japanese bombers started at 7:55 Sunday morning, 7 Dec 1941.  In Pulaski County, it was nearly 
noon. 

Explosions could be heard in the broadcast from the Honolulu radio sta�on, KGU, which was 
being transmited to NBC in New York over telephone lines. 

The compe�ng daily newspapers of nearby Logansport were published on different schedules.  
The Logansport Press was published Tuesday through Sunday.  The Logansport Pharos-Tribune 
was published Monday through Saturday.  So, Press readers got their printed details Sunday 
evening, but Pharos-Tribune got theirs Monday morning. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Press 7 Dec 1941: 1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 8 Dec 1941: 1. 
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7 December 1941 – The Local Perspec�ve 

The compe�ng weeklies in Pulaski County were both published on Thursday a�ernoon, so 
everyone already knew about the atack and declara�on of war.  True to their missions, the war 
news focused on local folks affected, par�cularly ”Our Boys”. 

In newspaper issues a�er the atack on Pearl Harbor, there were concerns about local folks who 
might be in harm’s way.  The Republican reported that the status of four servicemen was 
unknown: Dale Fritz, William Ellis, Raymond C. Engle, and O.D. Salrin, sta�oned in Hawaii.  In 
the Democrat, Hubert Bramble, Dale Fritz, William E. Ellis, Raymond C. Engle, Leonard A. Ward, 
Roy V. Kelley, O.D. Salrin, and Frederick C. Paulsen were men�oned as being on ships, but their 
loca�on wasn’t known.  Other servicemen assigned to the Pacific were also noted.  Addi�onally, 
in the Republican, there was an item about a resident’s daughter living in Honolulu being safe, 
as well as a daughter-in-law and her family, and the niece of another resident. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Dec 1941: 1. 

 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 11 Dec 1941: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Dec 1941: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 11 Dec 1941: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Dec 1941: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 11 Dec 1941: 1&8. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 18 Dec 1941: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 18 Dec 1941: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Dec 1941: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Dec 1941: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 25 Dec 1941: 1. 
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Hubert Richard Bramble 

Hubert survived the sinking of the U.S.S. Oklahoma at the Pearl Harbor atack. 

Born: 8/12/1913 
Entered: 2/1/1941? 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,G.M. 3/c 
Discharged:  
Died: 7/27/1981 

Parents: Alethea Alice Layman (Richard "Dick"[deceased]) Bramble 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 11 Dec 1941: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Jan 1942: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Sep 1943: 1. 
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Charles Jackson 

While Charles, an Annapolis grad and one of the highest-ranking officers from Pulaski County 
during the war, was on a cruiser somewhere in the Pacific, his wife and three kids, living in 
Hawaii, were sheltering displaced friends a�er the Pearl Harbor atack. 

Born: 9/10/1904 
Entered: <1941 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,,CPT 
Discharged:  
Died: 10/17/1964 

Spouse: Ruth Edna Benbow Jackson 
Parents: Charles Elmar and Cora Emma "Emma" Thomas[both deceased] Jackson 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 31 Dec 1942: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Dec 1941: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Dec 1941: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Jul 1942: 1. 
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Loran Worthington Warner 

Already a veteran of World War I, Loren resigned his post on the Pulaski County Selec�ve 
Service Board just a�er the Pearl Harbor atack to re-enlist, but was instead assigned to work 
with the Interstate Commerce Commission. 

Born: 1/7/1895 
Entered: 4/17/1918 
Branch,SN,Rank: USN,305148767,AS 
Discharged: 2/12/1919 
Died: 11/4/1973 

Spouse: Della M. Corts Warner 
Parents: William Thomas and Sarah Alice Hanshew [both deceased] Warner 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Apr 1941:1. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Press 25 Dec 1941: 7. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Dec 1941: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Aug 1944: 8. 
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In 1941, the two local weeklies had limited items related to the war in Europe.  Even the year’s 
end atack on Pearl Harbor by the Japanese had limited coverage in those weeklies. 

As Col. Billy Mitchell had advocated twenty years earlier, avia�on was seen as an essen�al 
component of military opera�ons. 

There were a few items about increased arms produc�on.  Recruitment items were more 
frequent –  even Popeye got into the act.  The local agricultural extension agent advised 
farmers how to prepare for the coming war. 

Less than a month before 7 December, a note men�oned that technicians were needed for 
defense work, including in the Pearl Harbor Navy Yard. 

Interes�ngly, the reference in the first issue a�er 7 December focused on local issues, such as 
the status of Pulaski boys in the Pacific and those preparing for service. 

Market Prices 

The market prices farmers received, and the sample grocery prices residents paid, can be 
compared with similar measures in the years before, during, and a�er the war. 

Markets 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Jan 1941: 8. 

 

Markets 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 2 Jan 1941: 8. 

 



Our Boys: A Community During World War II 
 

20 Dec 2025 ©2025, Jim Phillips Page 50 of 68 

Prepara�on for War 

Star�ng in January of 1941, pictures showed Britain's successes and the might of the US.  In 
March, the Republican ran an editorial which showed how re�cence to going to war was 
sub�tled as “name-calling”.  But by April, the Republican seemed resigned to war, running a 
recurring column on the defense industry.  By October, the danger was genuine, as evidenced 
by a leter from a reader’s friend in Europe. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 9 Jan 1941: 5. 
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But hesita�on toward war was s�ll beneath the patrio�sm in the Republican. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Mar 1941: 6. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 20 Mar 1941: 6. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Mar 1941: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 3 Apr 1941: 1&6. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Apr 1941: 6. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 May 1941: 7. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 19 Jun 1941: 7. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 26 Jun 1941: 6. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 3 Jul 1941: 8. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 17 Jul 1941: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 17 Jul 1941: 2. 
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With a Pulaski County connec�on, Popeye par�cipated in patrio�c efforts preparing for war. 
 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 24 Jul 1941: 6. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 31 Jul 1941: 6. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 31 Jul 1941: 8. 
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Recruitment 

The Navy launched a Recrui�ng Cruiser to facilitate enlistment. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 31 Jul 1941: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 7 Aug 1941: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 28 Aug 1941: 6. 

 
[This is likely for jobs at the newly opened Kingsbury Ordinance Plant, about 30 miles away.] 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 25 Sep 1941: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 2 Oct 1941: 1&5. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Oct 1941: 2. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Oct 1941: 6. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Nov 1941: 8. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 25 Dec 1941: 3. 

 

 

 


