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As 1940 started, the folks of Pulaski County had a year of hearing fragments about the war in 
Europe and worrying about it.  The memory of the Great War was fresh in the minds of the 
older residents. 

A�er Britain and France declared war on Germany for invading Poland, Europe was not the 
place to be, but the US felt an obliga�on to support its allies in the current war in Europe, as it 
had done over twenty years before against its former foe, Germany.  It must have been a 
challenge to stay neutral. 

Everyone was reading either the Pulaski County Democrat or the Winamac Republican weeklies, 
which provided mostly local news.  Some also subscribed to the nearby Logansport daily 
newspaper, Logansport Pharos-Tribune, which included na�onal and interna�onal news as well 
as state, regional, and local news. 

The individuals who subscribed to the Pharos-Tribune were reading about Britain’s war with 
Germany and Italy as well as the Russian invasion of Finland and Poland.  They also knew more 
about their government’s reac�on to the turmoil in Europe. 

They learned about Germany atacking Denmark and Norway, as well as Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, Belgium, and France.  The Bri�sh forces in France were driven out through the 
French port of Dunkirk.  Germany had been atacking Britain by air, but that failed, and Hitler 
indefinitely postponed an invasion of Britain. 

Italy, which had previously taken control of Ethiopia in 1936, joined with Germany in its war. 

Na�onally, FDR was fostering arms produc�on and ini�a�ng the dra�.  War was coming to the 
US, although some well-known individuals spoke out, favoring isola�on.  Father Charles 
Coughlin, radio priest, railed against joining the war in Europe.  Addi�onally, Joe Kennedy, JFK’s 
father and investor, and Henry Ford, automobile magnate, voiced opposi�on.  Charles 
Lindbergh, first to fly solo across the Atlan�c Ocean, also spoke against involvement. 

For the first �me, the country was ins�tu�ng a Dra�. 

In 1940, the first of Our Boys to come to prominence was con�nuing to flex his wings.  Dick 
Freeman, West Point grad and Army Air Corp pilot flew missions to South America and tested 
cold weather flying condi�ons in Alaska. 

The Dra� and Dick’s exploits during 1940 are detailed in this chapter’s sec�on, “War Stories”. 

 

War produc�on reached the region.  Twenty miles north, the Kingsbury Ordinance Plant where 
ar�llery shells were to be made was hiring.  Given the high rate of unemployment due to the 
Depression, those jobs were most welcome. 

In the local papers, there was s�ll resistance to entering the war in Europe.  A US 
Representa�ve for Indiana, Charlie Halleck, brother of one of Winamac’s physicians, Harold 
Halleck, wanted to keep the US out of the war. 
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Although both presiden�al candidates were prepared to go to war, many of the electorate 
were isola�onist.  The editor of the Republican, under the paper’s masthead placed an 
isola�onist opinion piece and “�metable”.  The opinion piece in the Democrat carried a 
differing message. A�er the elec�on the Republican editor was s�ll resolute, prin�ng another 
piece, “Stay Out of War!”. 

Perhaps reflec�ng that isola�onist sen�ment, a Red Cross appeal for a War Relief Fund failed. 

There was one item about Germany requiring Gypsies to register.  The term, Gypsies” referred 
to the nomadic Central Europeans, the “Romani”.  The previous year, Jews were required to 
register.  This was a step toward the German “Final Solu�on” for Jews and other 
“undesirables”. 

In the US, aliens, i.e., non-ci�zens, were required to register. 

The details of these items are presented in the last sec�on of the chapter, “Also in the Paper”. 
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It’s unclear how Pulaski County residents saw the world and their place in it in 1940.  While the 
two compe�ng local weeklies focused only on local news except for government news related 
to farming.  But nearby daily newspapers provided state, na�onal, and interna�onal news, 
including progress in the war.  There was no internet nor television, the news on the radio and 
in movie theatres was extremely limited. 

The local weeklies didn’t have headlines, just a collec�on of short ar�cles of local interest, but 
dailies like the nearby Logansport Pharos-Tribune did.  Almost three-quarters of the headlines 
in that newspaper were related to the war in Europe.  Another 12% were about FDR’s decisions 
related to that war.  Headlines about the Depression, so common in past years, had 
disappeared. 

Of the war news, about half was related to the London blitzkrieg, along with German aggression 
against France and the Scandinavian countries.  Another third was related to debates and 
prepara�on within the U.S., including the dra� and budge�ng for rearmament, and to Russia 
atacking Finland.  The remainder was related to Italy, half of which focused on its atack on 
Greece. 

 

Interna�onal News 

The most frequent headlines in the 1940 Pharos-Tribune issues were again related to 
Germany's war with Britain.  Germany con�nued to hammer the Bri�sh homeland with bombs 
and its ships with torpedoes. 

The major batlefronts were Finland, invaded by Russia, and the Netherlands, Belgium, France, 
Greece, the rest of the Balkans, and the much of the rest of Scandinavia, invaded by Germany. 

Winston Churchill became Bri�sh Prime Minister. 

Britain bombed Berlin and helped Greece defend itself. 

The US remained nominally neutral but con�nued to expand its arms and armed forces. 

 

Na�onal News 

In August, all aliens, i.e., non-ci�zens, were required to register, asked a series of 15 ques�ons, 
and fingerprinted. 

In September, the Selec�ve Training and Service Act was signed by FDR, crea�ng the Dra�. 

The US, while nominally neutral, was expanding its military armaments, establishing the dra�, 
and providing support for Britain.  At the end of the year, FDR was re-elected for an 
unprecedented third term by an overwhelming majority. 

By November about two-thirds of Pulaski County’s  hundred or so aliens had been registered, 
ques�oned, and fingerprinted. 
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State News 

A prominent farmer from nearby Carroll County was named US Secretary of Agriculture. 

 

Local News 

The Winamac Republican started a regular feature, “Trailer Vagabond", detailing visits to 
interes�ng sites. 

Preston, a�er decades of delinquent adolescent children and personal bad luck, finally was 
commited to a psychiatric hospital, where he soon died. 

A January cold snap saw many days of temperatures colder than 10 degrees below zero. 

In nearby Rochester, where a circus was wintering, an electrical fire destroyed hundreds of 
caged animals. 

The day before a community fire inspec�on drive was to start sponsored by the local insurance 
agencies, the landmark Russell’s grocery store burned down. 

David, a former local boy, wrote about the Tennessee Valley Authority, where he was serving as 
its Director.  

Lynda, Pulaski County's oldest na�ve, died at 99. 

The two Rude brothers, des�ned later for the service, were each married. 

Father Harold says his first mass.  He will become one of two priests in Pulaski County’s 
Greatest Genera�on.  He would serve in the Pacific in 1943.  Soon a�er his discharge, he 
rejoined the Army and rose to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 

Neighbors put up the hay and shucked corn for two ill farmers. 

The rebuilt Russell’s grocery store now offered two telephones for the convenience of its 
customers, many spending the day shopping in town from their outlying farms.  Likewise, the 
Democrat offered an “accommoda�on desk” ou�ited with sta�onery for downtown shoppers. 

 

Local DramasP0FP0F 

Joe’s wife, Barbara, sued for divorce, again.  This year, she persevered. 

James, 21, married Dorothy, 13, who was sent to the Indianapolis Girls School un�l she turned 
21.  To get a marriage license, James and Dorothy’s mother assured the clerk that Dorothy was 
18.  At the hearing, her mother admited that she had had 15 children and “lost track” of 
birthdates. 
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Frances, a 51-year-old widow, was arrested for unlawful sale of alcohol.  This was her third 
offense in recent years. 

Brothers George and Harry beat up Harry’s wife for which they are fined $5.60 each. 

 

News for the Future 

There were current events that were unknown to residents of Pulaski County in 1940, which are 
par�cularly important. 

In 1940, a news item in the Democrat reported that Gypsies (AKA Romani) were required to 
register with the German government.   This was the prelude of the “Final Solu�on”. 

The Nazi concentra�on and extermina�on camp, Auschwitz-Birkenau, opened.  It was to 
become the major site of Germany’s “Final Solu�on” to exterminate all Jews. 

Germany, Italy, and Japan signed the Tripar�te Pact, a defensive military alliance. 

 

The popular music of 1940 included: 
 

When You Wish Upon a Star Cliff Edwards (Ukulele Ike) 

You Are My Sunshine Jimmie Davis 

Whispering Grass (Don't Tell the Trees) The Ink Spots 

All the Things You Are Tommy Dorsey with Frank Sinatra 

Sierra Sue Bing Crosby 

I'm Nobody's Baby Judy Garland 

Mule Skinner Blues Bill Monroe 

Fixing To Die Blues Bukka White 

In The Mood Glenn Miller 

Frenesi Ar�e Shaw 

I'll Never Smile Again Tommy Dorsey with Frank Sinatra 

Only Forever Bing Crosby 

When You Wish Upon a Star Glenn Miller 

The Breeze & I Jimmy Dorsey 

The Woodpecker Song Glenn Miller 

New San Antonio Rose Bob Wills & his Texas Playboys 

Blueberry Hill Glenn Miller 

Down the Road Apiece Will Bradley 

Tuxedo Junc�on Glenn Miller 

When the Swallows Come Back to Capistrano The Ink Spots 

 

The most popular movies of 1940 were: 

Boom Town Clark Gable & Spencer Tracy 
The Great Dictator Charlie Chaplin and Paulete Goddard 
Rebecca Lawrence Oliver and Joan Fontaine 
The Philadelphia Story Katherine Hepburn and James Stewart 
Strike Up the Band Andy Rooney and Judy Garland 
Northwest Passage Spencer Tracy and Robert Young 
Andy Hardy Meets Debutante Lewis Stone, Andy Rooney, Cecilia Parker, and Fay Holden 
The Figh�ng 69th James Cagney, Pat O'Brien, and George Brent 
Santa Fe Trail Errol Flynn and Olivia de Havilland 
Kity Foyle Ginger Rogers 
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This Recurring Sec�on, “War Stories”, contains background pieces, e.g., The Dra�, as well as 
stories about men and women in service. 

The Dra� (1940) 

In the fall, peace�me conscrip�on (AKA “Dra�”) began.  FDR saw that war was coming, and the 
country had to prepare men as well as weapons.  In fact, un�l 1914, the US and Britain were the 
only substan�al armies without conscrip�on.  The Selec�ve Training and Service Act of 1940 
included the procedure to conscript men for one year of military training. 

At each of Select Service district across the country, men between 21 and 35 of age registered 
on 16 October 1940 through their local government.  Each man was assigned a serial number.  
In each district, a "Dra� Board" of three individuals and a secretary supervised the registra�on.  
In the district of Pulaski County on that day, 1,270 men registered.  In each of the largest 
districts in the country, e.g.,  districts in New York City, over 7,500 men registered. 

On 29 October 1940, 9,000 capsules, each containing a unique number, filled the same goldfish 
bowl used for the lotery for the Great War.  The Secretary of War drew the first number.  That 
number, 158, was held by 6,475 registrants across the country.  A polished ladle carved from a 
beam in Philadelphia’s Independence Hall, was used periodically to s�r the encapsulated 
numbers.  A�er other dignitaries drew a capsule, the remainder were drawn by Selec�ve 
Service System staff, working un�l the next dawn. 

In this first lotery, the numbers of three Pulaski County residents “came up” in the first 25 
numbers drawn.  The boys were: Emron (158), Norman (192), and Ernest (105). 

The men having been assigned the first numbers drawn were the most eligible to be dra�ed.  
Each number therea�er meant an increasingly reduced chance of conscrip�on. 

Ini�ally, each district had a quota of men to enter the armed services, either by volunteering or 
by conscrip�on.  That number would vary from month to month, depending on the previous 
month’s totals of individuals who volunteered or were dra�ed.  Each month, individuals with 
the “highest numbers” in the lotery were mailed an eight-page ques�onnaire.  It requested 
informa�on about iden�ty, physical condi�on, educa�on, occupa�on and experience, 
dependency, ministerial work or study, ci�zenship, conscien�ous objec�on, court record, and 
student status, prior/current military service, and elected government officer. 

Based on his ques�onnaire responses, each man was assigned a Classifica�on Number by his 
dra� board.  Men with the highest classifica�on numbers were eligible to be called into service 
first. 

 

The Pulaski County Democrat published a�er that first October registra�on had a posi�ve item 
about Na�onal Service, but on the masthead page of the Winamac Republican a nega�ve 
opinion was published:  "A Time-Table of Dictatorship" with “22 Steps to Dictatorship”.  Steps 
included "Extravagant Public Works" (likely a reference to the Civilian Conserva�on Corps, a 
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volunteer community service employment program), "Concentrate Power in Execu�ve", and 
"Conscript Army".  France, Germany, Italy, and Mexico had completed all steps, and the US had 
completed all too, but included a ques�on mark for the last three Steps, "Na�onalize Industry", 
Regiment Farms", and "Regiment Labor".  The cau�on, "It Is Later Than You Think!", ended the 
“Time-Table for Dictatorship”. 

In the first na�onal drawing for the Dra�, Emron and Norman, both married men with families, 
headed the list of Pulaski County residents whose "numbers came up".  Five other men were 
also eligible in this first drawing.  Other numbers drawn in na�onal lotery were higher than the 
1,270 numbers assigned to the eligible men of Pulaski County.  Other men in larger coun�es 
throughout the country would have been affected by numbers drawn, which were higher than 
1,270.  Although all 1,270 registered men were eligible, at this �me, only registered physically 
fit single men who were not employed in a deferred occupa�on were likely to be dra�ed. 

In the first quota of 395 men from Indiana in November 1940, there were only three needed 
from Pulaski County.  Two men had already volunteered, so only one had to report for a 
pre-induc�on physical. 

The local dra� board used that eight-page ques�onnaire to classify each man.  There was a 
procedure to challenge the classifica�on.  Three appealed their Class 1-A (top) classifica�on; all 
were denied.  One was a married man whose wife was working.  The second was recently 
married.  The third was helping operate his elderly parents' farm. 

Between the October registra�on and the end of 1940, at least eight of Our Boys had 
volunteered or enlisted.  Although war was looming, it would be another eleven months before 
the surprise atack on the US Naval installa�on at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii and World War. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Oct 1940: 1. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Oct 1940: 1&8. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Oct 1940: 7. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 26 Oct 1940: 1. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 26 Oct 1940: 7. 



Tell Me about My Boy 
War Stories 

 

20 Sep 2024 © 2024, Jim Phillips Page 13 of 35 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 28 Oct 1940: 3. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 29 Oct 1940: 6. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 30 Oct 1940: 7. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 31 Oct 1940: 7. 
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(Note the typo in the header.) 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 1 Nov 1940: 6. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 4 Nov 1940: 8. 
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Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 5 Nov 1940: 9. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 31 Oct 1940: 1&2. 
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Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Nov 1940: 1&2. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 7 Nov 1940: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 12 Dec 1940: 1. 
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Dick Freeman 

The Second Bombardment Group of the US Air Corps was awarded the Giulio Vargas cup by 
Brazil for outstanding contribu�ons to goodwill among the Americas by the Brazilian 
government.  As a member of that Group, Dick par�cipated in all the events celebrated by that 
cup.  He flew to Chile delivering relief supplies for earthquake vic�ms, to Brazil, to Argen�na 
celebra�ng the inaugura�on of its president, and to Colombia to greet its president. 

Addi�onally, Dick was one of eleven awarded the MacKay Trophy by the U.S. Air Corps for the 
Chilean earthquake relief flight in 1939. 

For the winter of 1940-1941, Dick was off to Alaska for cold weather tes�ng of aircra�. 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 27 Sep 1940: 7. 

 

 

(There’s more about Dick in 1941…) 

  



1940: The Dra� – War Stories 

20 Sep 2024 © 2024, Jim Phillips Page 25 of 35 

Roland was the first from Pulaski County to volunteer for World War II, but also the first to fail 
the pre-induc�on physical.  So, Alfred took the honor of first volunteer. 

Roland Adolph Behnke 

Born: 2/17/1914 
Enlisted:  
Branch,SN,Rank:  
Discharged:  
Died: 5/21/1988 

Parents: Paul E. and Ina Ethel Traver Behnke 
Sr. 

 

Alfred George Rater 

Born: 5/4/1912 
Enlisted: 11/24/1940 
Branch,SN,Rank: USA,35150331,PVT 
Discharged: 
Died: 5/17/1986 

Parents: George S. and Bertha Hannah 
Podell Rater 

 

 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 15 Nov 1940: 2. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 21 Nov 1940: 1 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Nov 1940: 1 
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In this sec�on, “Also in the Papers”, are news items in the two local compe�ng weekly 
newspapers related to the war in Europe.  For 1940, to give a sense of the economy, here are 
the January market prices which the farmers were earning.  (Pearl Harbor was s�ll almost two 
years away.) 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Jan 1940: 8. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Replublican 4 Jan 1940: 8. 
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The Kingsbury Ordinance Plant where ar�llery shells and fuses were to be made was hiring. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 28 Nov 1940: 1. 

 

 

US Representa�ve, Charlie Halleck, brother of one of Winamac’s physicians, Harold Halleck, 
wanted to keep the US out of the war. 
 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 25 Apr 1940: 4. 
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Although both presiden�al candidates were prepared to go to war, many of the electorate 
were isola�onist.  The editor of the Republican, under the paper’s masthead placed an 
isola�onist opinion piece and “�metable”.  The opinion piece in the Democrat carried a 
differing message. A�er the elec�on the Republican editor was s�ll resolute, prin�ng another 
piece, “Stay Out of War!”. 
 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 24 Oct 1940: 6. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Oct 1940: 7. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 28 Nov 1940: 6. 
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A Red Cross appeal for a War Relief Fund failed. 
 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 May 1940: 1. 

 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 16 May 1940: 1. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Jun 1940: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Jun 1940: 1. 
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The small item about Gypsies registering in Germany appears.  The previous year, Jews were 
required to register.  This was a step toward the German “Final Solu�on” for Jews and other 
“undesirables”. 
 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Aug 1940: 3. 
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In the US, aliens were required to register. 
 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Aug 1940: 2. 

 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 21 Nov 1940: 1. 
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Winamac (IN) Republican 21 Nov 1940: 1. 

 

 


